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Rooted in Baptism

Rain, mud andiarming temperaturesthese are the signs of spring, a time when roots of pl
trees and flowers are working overtime to prepare for new life and growtte d o n 6t

roots, their complex networks and vital work, but we know they are there. The first part of
St. Mark'’s vision statement is "Rooted in Baptism" and like the active roots of the creation

us, it gives life and meaning to our vision, theology and way of life as a church community.

When | think of baptisnthe first things that come to mind are babies, white gowns and
godparents.Baptism is also water, oil, the gathered community and several simple but prg
that we make and God makes to Ud/hat is said in the baptismal service is nothing less thg
astonishing Anointing the foreheadith holy oil, the priest says these words: "You are sealg
the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own forew&,e"must never forget these
words and the meaning behind therthat we are Christ's owforever,that nothing can
separate us from God's lov@his is very essence of the good news of Chilisis newsthat
goes against the grain of our culture and yes, even much of Christianity as professed todji
where the message is often one of getting what you desdBu¢there is no way to earn,
believeor buy your way into God's loveThis is why babies (and adults too) are baptized an
marked as God's own forever, not because they have earned it or deserve it but because
are created in God's image are simply and profou@dly's own.

As baptism marks us as Christds own f or g
life, where we promise to seek and serve Christ in all persons and respect the dignity of e
human being. And the only way we can dgd

As Christians, these are our baptism claims and we must never lose sight ofAhériihey are
the foundation of our visionlt only makes sense to have our feet firplgntedas we look to
our future and assess the past and all this is around us.

At St. Mark's, baptisms are a frequent occurrence and we have a number of them schedu
the coming weeksBaptisms are a sign of owutality and that we are a parish of young and o
and together, with great joy we welcome the newly baptized.

Rooted in baptism, we are growing in faith and branching into the world.

Yours in Christ,
George
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On the Liturgy
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May 21 iAscensionDay I n t he | iturgical year, we are ngqw I
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The Asce

recounted for us inLuke24:4953 andMark16:915,1320. The collect for Ascension Day reads:

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he mJight fill

things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his Church o

earth,

even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spiri
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Sunday dPentecostis May 31. Pentecost marks the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the church as fold in
the Acts of the Apostles c hapter 2. Thi s i s Johdfd:aq fvillladk the Father,p f
and he will give you another Counselor to be |wit
vestments worn on this day. Pentecost is the longest season of the church year, and lasts until Advent. The
|l iturgical color for this season is green, T elpre

Trinity Sundayis June 7. Trinity Sunday, always the first Sunday after Pentecost, recalls for us that as

Christians we confess that God exists as Thre®ne. The Episcopal Church stands squarely in the tradition

of the church since earliest times, which asserts that God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This great tr

Ith is

taught over and over again in our liturgy, in the service of Holy Communion, in the Creeds, in the Catg¢chism

at the conclusion of every Collect, and7ifie Creed of Saint Athanas(gs 864). The Collect "Of the Holy
Trinity" reads as follows:

Almighty God, you have revealed to your Church your eternal Being of glorious majesty and perfect love as

one God in Trinity of Persons: Give us grace to continue steadfast in the confession of this faith, and
in our worship of you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for you live and reign, one God, now and for ever

On June 4 we commemorate thérst Book of Common Prayeyin remembrance of the first public use of

constal
Amen

that revolutionary book. Th&ook of Common Prayahat you have in your hands is the direct descendant of

the book prepared under the reign of Edward VI half a millennium ago in 1549 by a commission of sc
led by Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury. Cranmer revised several of the services of the C
use at the time and placed them together in an English translation, instead of the traditional Latin, so

could understand and fully participate in worship in their own language. The aBgmabf Common Prayey

has been renowned for its Scriptural content, theological soundness, and literary elegance.

holars
hurch il
that all

The Book of Common Praydras shaped not only Anglican worship and identity, but the English language

itself, as well as the liturgies of other churches. Yet there have been times when it was illegal to read
this book in worship, with severe penalties for anyone who attempted to do so. (This happened twice
England, during the reign of Roman Catholic Queen Mary-&8588d then again during the Puritan regim
Cromwell, 164460; it was also highly controversial in certain-Beolutionary New England colonies).
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Today there are many national versions of Baok of Common Prayan a variety of languages in use argund

the world, each with its own distinctive features. Despite their variety, they all meet the three criteria
Archbishop Cranmer set forth in his 1549 version for that book and all subsequent revisoingok must
be founded on Scripture, agreeable to the ool
With Anglicans through the centuries and around the world, let us give thanks for this invaluable reso
public worship and private devotion.

i David Fletcher

(david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu)
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http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearB/Easter/BAscension.html#GOSPEL
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We Welcome our Newest
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I am honored to be a member of St. M:
phasis on community outreach and developing relationships. These are just a fev
of the tenets which help me strengthen my personal spiritual goals, and | look for-
ward to contributing toward the Churc

Born and raised in the Roman Catholic Church, | found the Episcopal Church to be
a better fit for me about 20 years a
2006, my family and | were active members of the Episcopal Church of the Incar-
nation in Bloomingdale. While at Incarnation | was active as a lay reader, parist
host, Sunday school teacher, holiday event coordinator, arsltercalligrapher,
among other varied tasks. Along with my husband, Russ, and our children Ber
(16) and Olivia (13), we have truly f
al | enjoy working with the PADS prog
tivities, and | plan to expand my comfort zone to include other adventures (like knitting a prayer shawl, whic
is WAY out of my comfort zone!)

Although | have a degree in Wildlife Biology, | have nonetheless been employed by American Airlines °
nearly 31 years, and currently hold the position of Manager, Flight Administration. My job has afforded us
great opportunity to do a lot of traveling, and we take advantage of this privilege when time and resource

per mit. My oafter workdé6 activities change as m
activities, Il have also been a Girl Scout Leader
cago Wildcat Lacrosse board as website coordinator. lam-pseld c| ai med ocreati vity
call i ng wh e n éscmapbookirgy,mhotograplpyj sewend, crafts, jewelry, whatever~. | remain anx-
ious to learn from Fr. George and my fellow vestry members as | strive to make a positive difference as
member of our vestry. i Laurie Verderlei

Gala Parish Fundraiser
Celebratingst. Mark's 100 years as a Parish

Please mark your calendar for a very special evening at St. Mark's

on Saturday, October 17, 2009.
Our fundraisereventwill include dinner, entertainment and a wide selection of auction items.

How can you patrticipate?

Mark your calendar. Tickets will bepriced to cover expenses and to allow maximum participation by the
parish.

Get involved in the planning Attend a kickoff meeting with Danna Gross, event chair, on May 24 at 12:00 in
the library.

Start thinking about what you might donate to the fundraiser. Like the lent event of years past, we wil
be looking for a variety of goods and services, rangingliemmdmade and home baked itemsojgera
or sports tickets, vacation home stays, aading outings, to personal services like babysitting, gojf
lessons, or gardening.

Watch the Postmark for further announcements and details.

For more information, contadDanna Gross (630750-8373 or danna.gross@comcast.net)



mailto:danna.gross@comcast.net

Parish Life

NOVA

NOVA, our group for parents of young children, has moved to Thursday
mornings and we will meet twice in MaWe are also planning an upcoming
"NOVA@night" evening eventvatch for announcementsin the summer, there
will be some outingsplease email us if you want to be on the distribution
list.

May 14 at 9:30 a.m.
We will meet in the library to discuss "The Five Love Languages" and how
they can improve communication and connection with spouses and children.
Our own "Mr. Jimmy" will provide childcare.

May 28 at 9:30 a.m. We will enjoy our third annual outing to the Morton
Arboretum followed by a bringour-own picnic lunch on the ground®lease
RSVP tE&lizabeth Lanzillo eschnell@wowway.corifiyou plan to attendwe
will try to match arboretum members with guests to reduce costyou
decide to come at the last minute, admission for-neembers is $11
adults/$8 children 2 and up, and we will look for you at the entrance to the

children's garden at 9:43n case of questionable weather, call
630-842-8098 that morning for alternate plans.

Planing is in progress for NOVA's programs in thedalll we are looking
for your feedback.Please contact us if you have questions or suggestions.

Penny Tabackii pennytaback@hotmail.com
Elizabeth Lanzilloii eschnell@wowway.con

Tv{oly°z"'" Khj' Ms
Don't forget to get your Mother's Day Roses at St. Mark's either Saturday

morning, May 9 or during church on Sunday, MayPr@lceeds will go to the
St. Mark's Mexico Mission Trip!"
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Cinco de Mayo Dinner & Silent Auction 2009

Saturday, May 9th Paged
6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Mahon Hall
$25 per person ($10 for ages 10 and under)
Bienvenidos a Todos!
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Tickets are available from the front office and at the door.
SURFHHGY ZLOO KHOS VXSSRUW WKH 6W ODUN-V OH
to San Marcos Anglican Church in Nigromante.

Marsha Webster

| am pleased to announce that Marsha Webster is our interim director of children and
youth. Marsha has been a resident of Glen Ellyn for over 20 years and formerly served
as music coordinator and organist at First United Methodist Church Glen Bign.

came to St. Markds in the fall of 2007,
liturgical church.Since then she has enjoyed singing in the choir and assuming duties for
childrends music. Marsha has a masterfs

Evangelical Theological Seminaryd an undergraduate degree in music/business from
DePauw UniversityShe studied both piano and organ at DePajiw
and most recently has studied organ with Margaret Kemper, past
president of the American Guild of Organists and faculty memlber at
Northwestern University. Marsha has also been a professiona
fund raiser, serving mostly in higher education, at DePauw
University and North Central College in Naperville. She is mariied
to Steve, an independent commercial insurance agent in Palat|ne.
They have two children; Ryan, who is now completing his freshman
year at Indiana University, and Christine who is completing her
junior year at Glenbard West.
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