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Hearing the whole story: the Great Vigil of Easter 
 

I think I was about 10 years old when I finally got permission to stay up on Friday and Saturday 
nights to watch the late movie on television which came on after the 11pm news. In this era before 
VCRs, DVDs and satellite or cable TV, if you missed part of a movie shown on air ð if you fell asleep or 
left the room to get a snack ð you were out of luck: it could be years before it played again. I 
remember being frustrated at missing critical scenes in adventure movies or mysteries, and would 
force myself to stay awake in order to take in the whole story. My brother, on the other hand, had a 
habit of deliberately walking out of the room at a movieõs d®nouement, forever leaving unanswered 
the questions of ôwhodunit?,õ ôdid they finally escape?õ or ôdid the lovers find each other at last?õ I didnõt 
understand my brotherõs motivation, but for me, having the whole story ð context, perspective, 
background, the full narrative arc ð was important 

Thinking about the Easter narrative, up until about 10 years ago, I always thought that I had 
the full story. I was well familiar with Holy Week and Easter. I heard the Passion gospel read on Palm 
Sunday, celebrating Jesusõ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, his trial and eventual journey to the cross. I 
went to services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. I rejoiced in the resurrection story on Easter 
morning. I thought I had the whole story, but in fact, there was a gap of which I wasnõt even aware. 
That gap, for me, was filled by the Easter Vigil service, known in the Book of Common Prayer as The 
Great Vigil of Easter (pp. 285f). 

The Great Vigil of Easter is celebrated sometime after sundown on the day before Easter, but 
before sunup Easter morning; at St. Markõs, our Easter Vigil begins at 7:30pm. It isnõt just a Saturday-
night version of the Easter day service, but its own distinct liturgy. The service begins in darkness, and 
then the Paschal candle, representing ôthe light of Christ,õ is lighted and shared with the congregation. 
From there, the service proceeds with scripture readings, hymns, psalms and collects that allow us to 
òhear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages pastó (BCP 288). 
You might think of it as an Easter version of the Lessons and Carols service we celebrate near 
Christmas. We hear the stories of creation and the great flood from Genesis. From Exodus come 
stories of near-death with Abrahamõs sacrifice of Isaac and Israelõs deliverance from the bondage of the 
Egyptians out through the Red Sea. There are stories of Godõs covenant and promise with the people 
of Israel in Isaiah, Ezekiel and Zephaniah. These stories offer the background, history and context into 
which the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus nestle and find a foothold. 

Because the Easter Vigil is also a traditional occasion for baptism, especially the baptism of 
adults, it makes sense to have a time for soon-to-be (as well as already-are) Christians to hear (or hear 
again) the family stories of who we were, who we are, and who we hope to become. 

If youõve attended an Easter Vigil in the past, you already appreciate òHow blessed is this night, 
when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to Godó (BCP 287); if youõve never had this 
opportunity, I encourage you to join the rich and glorious celebration of The Great Vigil of Easter this 
year. 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Elizabeth+ 
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On the Liturgy 

Holy Week.--Easter, when Christ is victor over sin and death, is the greatest and oldest of all feasts celebrated 
in the Church. Easter comes at the end of Holy Week, the most important and most significant time of the 
Christian year. This is the time we walk with Jesus and re-enact the central events of our salvation. Make it a 
point to participate as fully as you can in the services to prepare yourself for a wonderful Easter. 
 
1. Palm Sunday, also called the Sunday of the Passion, is the beginning of Holy Week, the most important 
week in the liturgical year, in which we experience anew the sufferings and abandonment experienced by our 
Lord on our behalf. In the context of a single day's worship we enact the joy of welcoming Christ with shouts of 
"Hosanna," to the somber reading, in the Passion Gospel, of the mob's demand to have Christ crucified.  
On Palm Sunday, the Lord entered Jerusalem mounted on a young donkey. In Biblical times, royalty would ride 
donkeys in times of peace, reserving horses for wartime. By entering Jerusalem this way, Christ announced 
himself as the King of Israel, bringing peace, and fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9-12, òRejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion, shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. Behold your king comes to you, triumphant and 
victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt the foal of a donkey.ó 
 
2. Maundy Thursday continues the gathering dramatic intensity in our Palm Sunday liturgy, as the Lord moves 
inexorably towards his execution. The central theme of this day is the institution of the Holy Communion, or 
Holy Eucharist, by the Lord himself at the Last Supper. "Maundyó refers to the mandatum, or command, given 
by Christ as he washed his disciples feet: "A new commandment I give you, that you love one another even as I 
have loved you." (John 13:1-5) A common Maundy Thursday custom was for abbots to wash the feet of monks 
and for kings to wash the feet of peasants. Even after the Reformation, English royalty "kept the Maundy" by 
washing the feet of poor people.  
 
We will begin our Maundy Thursday observance with an Agape Feast. In the early church, the Eucharist was 
preceded by a simple meal as a celebration of Christian fellowship. We will eat bread, cheese, dried fruits, 
wine, and other foods. So fellowship, enjoy yourself, partake fully in all of the elements that the church provides 
for you, and prepare your hearts for the Maundy Thursday liturgy. 
 

3. Good Friday marks the beginning of the Triduum, the holiest three days of the Christian year, as we follow 
our Lord Jesus Christ up to Golgotha to suffer Crucifixion, as He Himself predicted he must do. This is a day of 
holy sorrow and solemnity as we enter in silence and rehearse the incomprehensible suffering that our Lord 
suffered at the hands of sinful humanity for our sakes. The most ancient Good Friday customs included 
veneration of a wooden cross to represent the cross on which Christ died. We will observe the Stations of the 
Cross, a series of meditations on Christõs sufferings on the way to his death. 
 
On Holy Saturday, we do not celebrate the Eucharist. On this day we keep vigil over his tomb. This is the 
most intense day of Lent and of Holy Week, the day in which we must face the full reality of Christõs death on 
the cross for our redemption and in our place. On this most somber day of the church year, hope seems to 
have died with our Lord, but we are not left in despair. The somber reflection of Holy Saturday is not a defeat; 
it is a preparation for the explosive joy of the Easter celebration. See the collect for this day on p. 283 of the 
Book of Common Prayer. 
 
 

Continues on next page. 
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Continued from previous page. 
 
4. The first celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord will be the Easter Vigil, where we can now again 
proclaim the Resurrection. The sun has set, and in liturgical time it is now Easter Sunday. The vigil has a number 
of special elements: the blessing of the new fire, the lighting of the paschal candle, a service of lessons detailing 
Godõs mighty acts of salvation in both the Old Testament and the New, and Baptisms. We pray at this service, 
"This is the night when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace 
and holiness of life. This is the night when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell and rose victorious from the 
grave." (Book of Common Prayer, p. 287). 

-David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

The St. Mark's Glen Ellyn Labyrinth µ March 17 
 

St. Markõs will have an exciting opportunity to experience a Labyrinth walk. The 
Labyrinth will be available in Mahon Hall from 12:00 noon to 8:00 pm March 17. A 
short presentation will be given during the Lenten supper program. Dinner begins at 
6:15 pm. Labyrinths were adopted for use by the Christian church in the fourth 
century. The labyrinth is a spiritual tool that is used by many denominations. 
Labyrinths unite Christianity in a common practice. Labyrinths keep us in the present 
moment, and they lead us inward, beyond our intellect and surface personality. 
These are important developments in gaining the skills to have a meaningful spiritual life. Labyrinths represent a 
way of praying, using the entire body. 
 

Walking the Labyrinth 
The labyrinth has only one path so there are no tricks to it and no dead ends.  

The path winds throughout and becomes a mirror for where we are in our lives. It touches our sorrows  
and releases our joys. Walk it with an open mind and an open heart.  

Please find a time to add this to your Lenten experience. 

Instructed Seder Meal 
 

Wednesday, March 24th 6:15 ð 7:45 p.m. 
 

Join us for an evening where we will experience a traditional Jewish 
Seder Meal. Please let us know you are attending by signing up on the 
Lenten Board in the narthex. Childcare will be provided by advance 
reservation. 
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Jopskylu°z'Tpupz{y¡'Ul~z 
Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

CHICAGO DIOCESE SUMMER CAMP  
Looking for quality day camp options for your children or youth? The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago is offering 4 
choices for summer camp: 

Session I  June 27th ð July 2nd òMixed Age Campó for 3rd through 7th graders 
Session I June 27th ð 29th òIntroduction to Campó for 2nd and 3rd graders 
Session II July 4th ð 9th òMiddler Campó for 3rd ð 7th graders 
Session III July 11th ð 16th òJr. High and High School Campó for  7th ð 10th graders  

 

Accommodations are at the YMCA Camp Algonquin. Camp brochures are available on the table in the narthex. 
Additional information and registration forms can be found at  www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-camp. 
 
The fees for full week camps are $550 until May 15th. The fees for the Introduction to Camp will be $300 if 
paid by May 15th.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SAVE THE DATE!! 
VBS this year will take place August 2nd ð 6th, 9:30 ð Noon. Pre-registration for campers and volunteers will 
begin in late April.  

BIBLE STORIES FOR PARENTSé 
Do you know what your children are doing in Sunday School? Join Pastor Robin on April 11th and May 
2nd at 9:30 a.m. in St. Markõs Caf® for a 30 minute overview of the stories your children will hear that 
month. She will share the essence of each story with cultural background as well as anticipate what 
questions each age child might be asking. No need to register or even leave the coffee area! Reinforce 
the Sunday school lesson with family discussion. Encourage your own interest in Bible exploration. 
Spend time with other parents discussing Christian child rearing! 

Vestry Meetings in 2010 / Strategy Session Topics 
 

Vestry meetings (usually the third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm; see schedule below) are OPEN TO ALL! 
Please consider attending ð especially if you see a discussion-topic that interests you here! 

Date Topic 

March 17 Worship 

April 20 Music & Art 

May 18 Personnel 

June 22 Adult Formation 

July (no meeting) 

August 17 Budget 

September 21 Newcomers Strategy 

October 19 Children & Youth 

November 16 Parish Vision Statement 

December 21 Communications 

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
http://www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-camp
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Be part of the Holy Week drama! 
St. Markõs Agape Feast 

 

Join in this ancient Christian tradition of sharing a simple meal on 

Maundy Thursday  

April 1 at 6:15 p.m. 

 in Mahon Hall 
The Agape Feast is a beautiful evening of fellowship around a table spread with a simple 

meal consisting of bread, cheese, nuts, dried fruit, olives, wine, grape juice, and water. The 

Agape Feast can be traced back to the early Christians who met regularly for food and 

fellowship before the Eucharist. 
 

Children and adults alike enjoy this memorable evening. No need to bring anythingéa 

donation basket will be available to help defray expenses. 
 

The Maundy Thursday service begins at 7:30 p.m. when we will commemorate Jesusõ 

institution of Holy Communion at his Last Supper, shortly before he was betrayed, 

arrested, and sent to the cross. Plan to be with us as we share a traditional Agape Feast 

meal and then participate in the moving Maundy Thursday liturgy. 
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Youth Update: 
 

Junior High Mission Camp ð July 12-16, 2010 Registration forms are now available on the table in the 
narthex for the July 12-16 Junior High Mission Camp. St. Markõs youth who are entering 6th-8th grade in the 
fall are invited to join with the youth from First Congregational and Faith Lutheran for a week of fun and 
service. The camp will run from 9am to 3pm each day. There is a fee of $20/person to cover the cost of 
snacks, supplies and camp t-shirts. We also need adult volunteers to help out each day; please see the 
volunteer sign-up sheet, also in the narthex. Questions? Contact Elizabeth Molitors at 630/858-1020 x226 
or associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org  
 

Upcoming Events for 7/8th grade youth: 
Come watch and support your friends at the Talent Show Benefit on Friday, March 5th, 7pm. 
We will be doing laser tag at Laser Quest on Butterfield Rd., Lombard on March 7 th. Meet at Laser 
Quest at 5:15pm; we will play two games and then walk to Portilloõs (across the parking lot) for dinner. 
We will be done with dinner at around 7:30pm. The cost is $15/person + money for dinner. 
There are openings for four youth to serve at PADS at First Congregational Church on April 11th 
from 6-8 p.m.  
Lent Events ð many of the events at St. Markõs this Lent may be of special interest to the youth: come 
hear the Easter selections from Handelõs Messiah on Wednesday March 10th; be a part of the 
Evensong celebration on Sunday March 14th; walk the Labyrinth in Mahon Hall on Wednesday March 
17th; participate in a traditional Seder meal on Wednesday March 24th. 

 

Upcoming Events for High School youth: 
Come watch and support your friends at the Talent Show Benefit on Friday, March 5th, 7pm. 
For grades 6 through 12 we will be doing laser tag at Laser Quest on Butterfield Rd., Lombard on 
March 7 th. Meet at Laser Quest at 5:15pm; we will play two games and then walk to Portilloõs (across 
the parking lot) for dinner. We will be done with dinner at around 7:30pm. The cost is $15/person + 
money for dinner. 
There are openings for four youth to serve at PADS at First Congregational Church on April 11th 
from 6-8 p.m.  
Lent Events ð many of the events at St. Markõs this Lent may be of special interest to the youth: come 
hear the Easter selections from Handelõs Messiah on Wednesday March 10th; be a part of the 
Evensong celebration on Sunday March 14th; walk the Labyrinth in Mahon Hall on Wednesday March 
17th; participate in a traditional Seder meal on Wednesday March 24th. 

 

Please block out Saturday, April 17th for Paintball at Promised Land Paintball park in Trevor, Wisconsin. This 
will be an all-day event, leaving St. Markõs at 8 a.m. and returning around 6 p.m. Adult volunteers are needed to 
accompany the youth. Sign-up sheets are available in Room 203 on Sunday morning, or contact Elizabeth 
Molitors at 630/858-1020 x226 or associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org  

Lenten Series 

St. Markõs members and friends are invited and encouraged to continue òPracticing Our Spiritualityó through this Lenten 
Season. Lenten Spiritual Journals are still available for pick up in the narthex. Check out the upcoming events planned for 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter on the calendar in this newsletter. How are you encountering God and examining your 
spiritual life this season? 

mailto:associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Save the Date for CROP Walk 
 
Now is the time to start making plans to participate in the annual Glen Ellyn / Wheaton Area CROP Walk on 
the afternoon of Sunday, May 2 in Wheaton. CROP Walk benefits the work of Church World Service, a 
cooperative ministry of 35 Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican denominations, providing sustainable self-help 

and development, disaster relief, and refugee assistance in some 80 countries. In 
addition, 25% of the money raised in our local walk supports local organizations, 
including two of our core outreach organizations ð Peopleõs Resource Center and 
the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry. Last year, 25 St. Markõs parishioners walked and many 
members contributed. Weõll have two routes to choose from ð a 6-mile route and 
a shorter, stroller-friendly route of 2 miles. Both routes offer ice cream at the 
end. Join us this year for another fun walk! 
 

For more information on Church World Service and their work around the world, 
please visit http://www.churchworldservice.org/. For more information on our 
local CROP Walk, or if youõd like to help organize our participation, please 
contact Paul Flynn at (630) 942-8152 or flynn@stanfordalumni.org. 

Capital Campaign 
By now, we hope that everyone in the parish has heard about our capital campaign, òThe Second 100 Years.ó 
At the annual meeting, we reviewed the history of our 2004 building project that left 
us with a versatile and inspiring facility, but also a $2.4 million debt. 
Each year we pay about $195,000 in principal and interest on our mortgages. By 
cutting our debt in half, we can balance our budget and begin the second century with 
the strength and flexibility necessary to respond to the needs of our growing 
congregation as well as the needs of the community around us. 
The wonderful part of this story is that the Diocese of Chicago will match what we 
raise up to $600,000. 
We hope that you will join us at Evensong on Sunday, March 14, when we are joined 
by Bishop Lee to begin òThe Second 100 Years.ó 

Dick Anstee & Julie Carson 
Co-chairs 

After Hours for Moms 
Occasional fun evening outings for Mothers with kids of any age 

 

Because of Spring Break and Holy week, we will not have a social gathering on March 31 as originally 
scheduled. Mark your calendar now for our next spring function: "Organizing your Home for your Busy Family" 
on Wednesday April 24 at 7 pm in the parish library. Professional organizer Jamie Martin will be our speaker. 
Please plan to join us! 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/

