
F
ro

m
 o

u
r 

R
e

ct
o

r
 

March 
2009 

POSTMARK 
The Newsletter of St. Markôs Episcopal Church, Glen Ellyn  June 

2010 

New Sunday Schedule to Begin on August 29 
 

When the fall program year begins on Sunday, August 29th, St. Markõs will be adding a third worship 
service to our schedule. Service times will be 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday School and an 
adult formation hour will take place from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. If you like our current worship 
schedule with services at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., then youõll like the new schedule since those times will 
not have changed. If youõve been looking for a service in the 9 oõclock hour, here it is. As with any 
change, it will take some adjusting and getting used to. The exciting thing about having three services is 
that there will be many more options that will appeal not only to our existing membership but to 
newcomers as well. Here is a brief overview of the new schedule: 
 

8:00 Worship (Rite I) ð a 45 minute service with some music, including a concluding hymn. 
 Nursery ð begins at 7:50 a.m. and is offered throughout the morning. 
9:00 Bible study or formation series ð hour-long formation offering for adults. 
9:15 Worship (Rite II) ð a 50-55 minute service with childrenõs choir, hymns and other music. 
 Childrenõs Worship and Lambõs Chapel offered for young children. 
10:15 Sunday School (K-12) and adult classes ð one hour of formation for all ages. 
 St. Markõs Caf® open from 10:15 to 11:15. 
10:30 Worship (Rite II) ð a 60-70 minute service; adult choir, traditional hymns and other 

 music. At 11:15 a.m. Sunday School children will join their parents either in worship or at the 
coffee hour in Mahon Hall. 

11:15 Coffee hour begins in Mahon Hall for Sunday School and adult formation participants. 
11:30  Coffee hour continues with those joining from the 10:30 a.m. service. 

 

The reasons for adding a third service are many. The 10:30 a.m. service has been getting crowded, 
especially in the back of the church where newcomers and visitors often prefer to worship. We want to 
be welcoming and having three services will mean more pew space and room for growth. Three service 
options combined with two adult formation times and Sunday School at 10:15 a.m. will provide more 
options for more people. Those who have wanted to see an overlap with worship and Sunday School 
will have that opportunity. Those who want a predictable under-one-hour service will be pleased with 
the 9:15 a.m. format. 
 

One significant concern about adding a service is that it could have an impact on our community feeling. 
The new morning schedule addresses this by offering a continuing coffee hour beginning at 11:15 a.m. 
where people who attend the 9:15 a.m. service and Sunday School will meet up with those who have 
been to the 10:30 a.m. service. Having more options will mean that more people will be at St. Markõs, in 
classrooms, hallways and the sanctuary. I think we will all feel a wonderful sense of vibrant community. 
 

Look for more details about the new service schedule in e-mails, the web site, mailings and in the 
Sunday bulletin. If you have any questions or comments, please contact any member of the vestry, the 
wardens, Elizabeth Molitors or me. 

Yours in Christ,       George+ 



Page 2 

June 2010 

On the Liturgy 

In Acts 2:42, we read this description of the early church: òThey devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. That was, however, only, until summer came, at 
which time they dispersed and were never seen again until the fall programs started up.ó Actually, that latter 
part is not what the Scripture says. Although many people have travel plans and other activities in the summer, 
joining together for worship at St. Markõs should be a high priority as well. We all need one another to be 
present throughout the summer so that our worship can be as vibrant as during the school year. 
 
On June 22, the Anglican Communion recalls with gratitude the first Christian martyr of Britain. This martyr 
was an unlikely person to give his life for Christ; he was Alban, a tough, world-weary Roman soldier stationed 
in one of the most far-flung outposts of the Empire, Britain. Alban one day sheltered a priest who had run to his 
home for protection during one of the Empire-wide Roman persecutions of Christians. Instead of reporting him 
to his superiors, Alban listened to this man of God tell him of Jesus Christ, and Alban immediately committed 
his life to the Lord. Soon other soldiers came looking for the priest, but they arrested Alban, who donned the 
priestõs cloak. Even under threat of death Alban would not recant his new faith in Christ, so he was taken away 
to be beheaded and to become Britainõs first martyr. The second martyr was the first soldier assigned to 
execute Alban, who himself converted to Christ after hearing Albanõs testimony, and the third was the priest, 
surrendering in hopes of sparing Albanõs life. So, in 304, three Christian men were executed and buried, at the 
site where now stands St. Albanõs Cathedral.  
 
The Collect for St. Albanõs day is as follows: Almighty God, by whose grace and power your holy martyr Alban 
triumphed over suffering and was faithful even unto death: Grant to us, who now remember him with 
thanksgiving, to be so faithful in our witness to you in this world, that we may receive with him the crown of 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen 

-David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Mini -Recitals for Summer 
  
Once that summer heat arrives you might want to spend more time sitting in the comfortable coolness of a St. 
Mark's air-conditioned pew. So while you're sitting there, how about some music? 
  
This summer we're going to present three mini-recitals for organ prior to the later service. Each program 
would begin at 9:55 a.m. and end about 10:25 a.m., just in time for the 10:30 a.m. Eucharist. The dates and 
performers are as follows: 
  
June 22 - Marsha Webster 
July 25 - Charles Snider 
August 22 - Mark Edwards (Baker Memorial UMC, St. Charles) 
  
Come early, grab a good seat and avoid the heat! 
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Reflections from two of our newest Confirmands 
 

In celebration of having made an adult affirmation of their faith, the 8th grade confirmands served in a variety of 
roles at the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services on Sunday, May 16th, including readers, acolytes, ushers, chalice 
bearer, and subdeacon; two confirmands offered reflections about confirmation and their faith at the sermon 
time. Following are those reflections, the first from Jocelyn Briones and the second from Sawyer Hill: 
 
 
Hi, my name is Jocelyn Briones. I was confirmed yesterday at St. Johnõs in Naperville. Throughout this whole 
experience I have learned so much. I learned that confirmation was when you renewed the vows that were 
made to you when you were baptized. I also had a lot of fun along the way by taking part in many different 
service projects. I had worked at P.A.D.S and had a lot of fun helping all the people that went there. The 
people that went there were really amazed that a group of teenage girls were helping at P.A.D.S on a Sunday 
night when we could have been at home doing homework or hanging out with friends. I really liked how it 
made me feel all happy that I was helping others who are in need. I also helped at the Peoples Resource 
Center. It was always really loud and busy with people. I had so much fun helping the other staff translate what 
they wanted to say to the Latino families that came through. It also was fun to work at VBS. There are so many 
kids that go and its fun to get to know them. Itõ also fun to help them in every activity we do. So, what I really 
enjoyed about this whole confirmation was all the service projects we have done over the year. And thatõs one 
of the things that Bishop Lee talked about that thatõs part of being a Christian- serving people. This whole 
experience has been long but I have learned so much and will value this experience FOREVER! 
 
 
Iõm Sawyer Hill and I was confirmed yesterday with the 8th grade class. My school is probably is 90% Catholic 
and I have always been the one with the funny named religion. I have been Episcopalian all my life. The 
daughter of an Episcopal priest, I have been a member of at least four (if not more) churches in my lifetime. As 
a result of all these parishes, church has always been an important part of my life. I can honestly say that if I 
hadnõt moved parishes so much, I would not have the same view on religion. Churches with 200 members, 
churches an hour away, church in strip malls, I have truly been to a variety. Oftentimes I am asked how my 
church is different than Catholic churches. Generally my reply is the same, òWe donõt have a pope.ó It always 
works, too. Upon thinking upon it, though, why is it different? What makes it different? This was the question I 
was searching for an answer to, through confirmation: why the Episcopal Church is different. After some 
thought I came up with not only why it was different, but why I felt it was my spiritual home: its openness. òAll 
are welcome.ó That sums it up. Church has always been a place of free expression for me. No hiding. Only 
God is judging you here. In the Episcopal Church you arenõt turned away for race, gender, or sexual 
orientation. You are seen for what you are, and, frankly, what everyone is, a child of God. Now it may not be 
that simple out in the world. òMay you serve the Lord in thought, word, and deed.ó Yesterday, before the 
confirmation service, Bishop Lee was giving the confirmands a talk. He focused greatly on spreading God 
through what you do, not what you say. To me, your deeds make you a Christian. Your actions are what make 
up your character. Every day, people face discrimination and hardship, but how could I hear God calling me if I 
didnõt have a spiritual home? How could I ultimately help others? I couldnõt. To be able to even think about 
helping others, I need a steady home. One that doesnõt see any creed. Church is not the place where I need to 
hide. It should not be the place where you are being judged. God doesnõt judge you in that manner; so why 
should others? òThe Episcopal Church welcomes you.ó Yet another phrase used. These words I have found to 
be correct. This welcoming is why I feel at home. No qualifications. Just come. Everyone is welcome no matter 
what. So I have at least answered one of many questions. I know where I will continue my spiritual journey, and 
that is in the place that welcomes everyone. The place I call my spiritual home. 
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Weekly outings for moms of young children (infants to age 6) 

  
Weekly Summer Fun at Lake Ellyn. This summer you can find us every Thursday morning at 9:30 am for play 
dates at this beautiful shaded park by the lake. The park features amenities for both tots and older children 
including multiple swings, a see-saw, several slides, a walking bridge, monkey bars and a sand pit. Take a stroll 
down the walking trail that winds around the lake or let the kids run free through the expansive grassy knolls. 
The boathouse offers clean, convenient bathrooms and a drinking fountain. Pack your lunch and weõll picnic 
afterwards in the shaded picnic area. In case of rain or to find us, call the St. Marks office at (630) 858-1020. 

After Hours for Moms 
Occasional fun evenings for mothers with kids of any age 

 
Girls Night Out. Join us as we enjoy a summer evening of fellowship at the home of parishioner Amy Rooke. 
Weõll meet on Wednesday, June 30th at 7:15 pm at 336 Kenilworth Avenue in Glen Ellyn. Bring a dish or drink 
to share. Please RSVP to Amy Rooke no later than Sunday, June 27 at amykrooke@mac.com or (630) 487
-1964. 

Z{'Thyr°z'9uk'Huu|hs 
Jopskylu°z'Jsv{opun3'[v¡3'Ivvr3'huk'Zwvy{pun'Nvvk'Zhsl 

Saturday, September 25 from 8 am to 2 pm 
in Mahon Hall 

(free entry and open to the public) 
 

  Resale Preview PartyResale Preview Party   
Friday, September 24 from 6:30-8:30 pm 

$10 admission for Party 
Be the first to shop the sale with friends and enjoy hors d'oeuvres while you bargain hunt 

 

We are currently accepting donations of children's items! 
For donation drop-off Info, please contact 

 

 Penny Taback, pennytaback@hotmail.com, Kim Reed kimreed@wowway.com or  
Cindy Flynn, notnowkato@gmail.com  

 
All proceeds benefit the St. Mark's Preschool 

Thanks for your support! 

mailto:amykrooke@mac.com
mailto:pennytaback@hotmail.com
mailto:kimreed@wowway.com
mailto:notnowkato@gmail.com
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St. Mark's Preschool on Schedule to 
Open September 14! 

You can still sign-up on the Interest List at 
preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What's New: 

Classrooms are beautifully furnished and supplied! 
Our staff is in place: 
Director/Teacher -- Meghan Kaplan 
Teachers -- Ann Hoffman and Savannah Stewart 
Preschool Information: 
For the first year, we will offer one class for 3 and 4 year olds on 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:15 am to 11:30 
am. 

Enrollment is on a first come first serve basis.  
Upon licensing approval from DCFS, we will ask for a $75 deposit. 
Cost will be $250 a month (nine months) or a total of $2,250 per 

year.  
We offer a discount for siblings. 
Scholarships available. 

  Coming Up - June Registration! 
  

Preschool Start Date ð September 14 
(Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 9:15 - 11:30 a.m.) 

  
Meet our wonderful staff: 

Meghan Kaplan, Director/Teacher 
Ann Hoffman, Teacher 

Savannah Stewart, Teacher 
  

For the 2010 school year, we will have one classroom of 15 children,  
a mixed group of three and four year olds. 

  
For more information, email 

     preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Creativity 
Corner 

 

Creativity Corner Spring 
Session went swimmingly! 
Thank you to our teachers 
Reeny Linstrom, Kathy 
O'Rourke, and Marsha 

Webster for another fun-filled 
arts session with our children! 
Stay tuned for the possibility of 
more sessions next school year! 

mailto:preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org

