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Rooted in 

baptism, 

Growing in 

faith. 

Branching 

out into the 

world. 

POSTMARK 
 

 PARENTS AND YOUTH 
Mark your calendars for the start of an exciting new school year at St. Mark’s:  

 Sunday School Open House is August 28 
 Kick-off Sunday with the first day of Sunday School  is September 11 

Open House Sundays 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal 

 

Sunday, September 4—worship at 8:00 a.m.,  
9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 1 p.m. 

Church tours after each service begin in the narthex 
Introduction to St. Mark’s at 10:15, Church Library, Father George Smith 

Coffee Hour at 11:30 
 

Sunday, September 11—worship at 8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m.,  
10:30 a.m., or 1:00 p.m. 

Church tours after each service begin in the narthex 
Introduction to St. Mark’s at 10:15, Church Library, Father Victor Conrado 

Coffee Hour at 11:30 

 

September 11 is Kick off Sunday! 

PLUS… 
We will have the Hot Dog Man, 
bounce house and other fun ac-
tivities. Please plan on joining us 
directly after the 10:30 service as 
we celebrate this new year of 
Sunday School. If you would like 
to volunteer, please look for sign 
up sheets in the hallway outside 
the library or call Kathy Kelly at 
(630)790-9357. 

Fall Schedule Resumes! 
 

8 a.m.  Worship Rt. I 
9:15 a.m. worship Rt. II 
9:15  a.m.  JAM 
9:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School   
  preschool-Senior High 
10:30 a.m. Worship Rt II 
1:00 p.m.  Worship (Spanish) 

August 2016 
12 Fri Middle School Urban Adventure 
19 Fri High School Parking Lot  
  Cookout   
21 Sun St. Mark’s Backpack Blessing  
28 Sun Sunday School Teacher  
  Orientation 
28 Sun St. Mark’s Open House 
  Acolyte Training and Pizza 

 
September 2016 

4 Sun St. Mark’s Open House 
   Youth Bridge Group and PADS 
   Lunches 
6 Tues Men's Breakfast  
   Rector's Bible Study continues 
7 Wed Prayer group 
   Midweek Eucharist resumes 
   Choristers resume 
   Bible study in Spanish begins 
   High School Youth Group 
8 Thu Women in Touch event 
   Spanish class resumes 
   Adult Choir resumes 
10 Sat Men's Group 
   Hispanic Youth Event 
11 Sun St. Mark’s Sunday School Year
   Kick-off 
12 Mon PDO begins 
   St. Mark's Preschool begins 
17 Sat Noche Mexicana 
21 Wed High School Youth Group 
   Middle School Youth Group 
24 Sat Men's Group 
25 Sun All In Sunday 
   Parish pot luck lunch 
27 Tues Preschool music class begins 

 
October   

2 Sun Pet Blessing 
8 Sat Pumpkin Unloading  
5  Sat  Spanish Confirmation/ 
    Communion at St. James 
16 Sun  Daughters of the King  
    celebration 
21 Fri Valparaiso Bell Choir 
29 Sat  Anima in the Pumpkin Patch 

 
Mexico Trip Reflections  

begin on page 11. 
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Rev. George Smith 
rector@stmarksglenellyn.org 

 

An Update on the Work of the Music Planning Committee 
 

Since the retirement of organist and choirmaster Charles Snider on June 5, a group of ten St. Mark’s 
members has been assisting me in developing a vision for the future of the St. Mark’s music program and 
a job description for the person who will lead us in achieving that vision. Members of the committee are: 
  

 Joyce Fletcher - junior warden 
 Victor Conrado - associate rector 
 Karl Sandin - choir member 
 Jennifer Dorn - choir member 
 Carolyn Faivre - vestry member 
 Will Moeller - parishioner 
 Jerry Carey and Tanya Carey - parishioners and musicians 
 Rinda Allison - parishioner 
 Lina Benich - parishioner, recent college graduate and member of the choir 
 Marsha Webster - interim director of music 

 
We have also had guests at our meetings, including parishioner Edna Heatherington, senior warden Peter 
Vagt, choir members Ginnie Judd and James Van Camp, and Beau Surratt, director of music at St. 
Mary's Episcopal Church, Park Ridge. 
 
St. Mark’s Music Program Vision: 
A significant part of the work of the committee has been developing a vision for the music program, which 
is as follows: 
 

Music and the arts are means by which St. Mark’s makes known the glory and presence of God, and pro-
vide avenues for spiritual development and participation in ministry. Anchored by an experienced adult 
choir, choirs for young children, a two-manual J.W. Walker and Sons tracker organ and two grand pianos, 
the future of our music program will embrace our multi-cultural and inter-generational membership. We 
are a congregation that learns, knows how to sing and enjoys singing a variety of music that represents 
our community and curiosity about the world. Collaborative, nurturing, and all-encompassing describe the 
foundation for our music program which is committed to the Baptismal Covenant and grounded in St. 
Mark’s vision: “Rooted in baptism, growing in faith and branching out into the world.” 
The committee has met three times and has helped finalize a job description for a director of music that 
will be posted to various sites and organizations. 
 
I expect that we will begin to receive responses to our job postings in the next several weeks. Resumes 
and supporting materials will be reviewed by the planning committee, and finalist candidates will have an 
opportunity to rehearse the St. Mark’s choir. 
 
It is an exciting moment for our church as we continue to build on a strong music program foundation and 
29-year legacy of Charles Snider. Please keep the work of the committee and our music program in your 
prayers. If you have any questions, please contact me at rector@stmarksglenellyn.org or junior war-
den Joyce Fletcher at joycefletcher@rocketmail.com. 
 
Yours in Christ – George+ 
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Women In Touch 
 
Women of St. Mark’s: Mark Your 
Calendars for a summer evening 
event: On Monday, August 29, you 
are invited to  Virginia Vagt’s house 
for an end-of-summer Come on Over event. No need to 
bring anything or RSVP – just come at 7 pm to spend 
time with the women of St. Mark’s. Location:  
806 Webster Ave., Wheaton. Questions? Email Virginia 
at virginia.vagt@gmail.com.  

This summer at St. Mark’s: 

A Unique Theological Study Opportunity in 
a small group setting starts this September at St. 
Barnabas Episcopal Church in Glen Ellyn.  Education 
for Ministry (EfM) is a unique four-year distance 
learning certificate program in theological education 
based upon small-group study and practice, led by an 
experienced mentor. EfM helps the participants 
encounter the breadth and depth of the Christian 
tradition and bring it into conversation with their 
experiences of the world as they study, worship, and 
engage in theological reflection together.  Study 
guides and readings in addition to scripture are part 
of the program. Old & New Testament, church 
history, philosophers & theologians are covered over 
the course of four years.  The small group size allows 
exchange of ideas and discussions of questions as 
participants learn together and help each other. St. 
Barnabas has an EfM group with space for six more 
participants.  Their weekly meetings will resume 
Thursday, September 22nd, at 7 p.m. at St. 
Barnabas, 22W415 Butterfield Road, Glen Ellyn. The 
class will include participants from St. Andrew's in 
Downers Grove, Trinity in Wheaton, and St. 
Barnabas. It isn't too early for you to look into EfM 
and consider signing up for the 2016-2017 year. 
Please contact their EfM mentor, Fuad Saba, with 
any questions about EfM. You can reach Fuad by 
phone: 630-567-1380, or email him 
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Spanish Language Ministry 
Para obtener más información Póngase en contacto con el P. Victor H. Conrado llamando al 630-858-1020 Ext. 226 

o enviando un correo electrónico aassociatespanish@stmarksglenellyn.org 

 
No estamos terminados/as… 

Por P. Victor Conrado 
 
Algunas personas que se acercan a Jesús, vienen con algo 
claro en la mente: ellos/as quieren confirmar lo que creen. 
Quieren únicamente reafirmar que las cosas son como ellos/
as las saben. Ya están marcados por una sabiduría que no da 
pie a algo diferente. 
 
Jesús les presenta estos dos ejemplos como una muestra de 
que hay que siempre estar abiertos/as a la revelación de Dios. 
Dios continúa hablando en la historia y nos invita a que escu-
chemos su mensaje con corazones abiertos y generosos. 
 
Jesús reconoce que no es fácil cambiar y abrirse a algo nue-
vo. Los evangelios nos lo dan a conocer una y otra vez porque 
es de las verdades más conocidas por nosotros/as. No es fácil 
re-imaginar las cosas de Dios. Lo creemos estático, no muy 
actual, sin aplicación a los momentos que vivimos en la actua-
lidad. Aún más, nos cuesta aceptar lo diferente y retante de su 
manifestación: Él se hizo uno de nosotros…Nació de una mu-
jer… Y murió para que tuviéramos una segunda, tercera, cuar-
ta oportunidad. 
 
¿Con qué autoridad haces esto? Le preguntan los sacerdotes 
y los ancianos de los judíos. Esto no es lo que hemos  
aprendido y escuchado por mucho tiempo. ¿Es que Dios cam-
bia de parecer? ¿Es que Dios hace las cosas nuevas? No, no 
es conocimiento nuevo. Este conocimiento ha estado con no-
sotros desde el principio de los tiempos. Jesús ha venido para 
llevarlos a la plenitud, llevarlos a su máxima expresión. ¿Qué 
este conocimiento? Amaras al Señor tu Dios con todo tu cora-
zón, con todas tus fuerzas y con toda tu mente. Y al prójimo 
como a ti mismo. 
 
Así que tenemos dos invitaciones en este día: Podemos decir 
que si y no hacer lo que el Padre quiere que hagamos o pode-
mos decir que no y luego recapacitar y hacerlo. No hay que 
creernos terminados/as. No por ningún motivo podemos ha-
cerlo. Nuestra propia vida es el mejor ejemplo que podemos 
traer. No estamos terminados/as y mucho menos Dios.  
 
 

 
Queridos/as Miembros,  

Amigos/as de San Marcos, 
 
Muy pronto recibirás información sobre su estado de cuenta 
en San Marcos. 
 
Muchas gracias por su generosidad y por colocar a San Mar-
cos en la lista de prioridades económicas en tu familia. 
San Marcos continua durante el verano con muchas activida-
des y diferentes oportunidades para seguir enraizados/as en 
el bautismo, seguir creciendo y para proyectarnos al mundo. 
Esto lo hemos hecho celebrando la Virgen peregrina, Bauti-
zos, Primeras Comuniones, Confirmaciones, Quinceañeras, 
Bodas y Funerales. Continuamos con las clases de inglés y 
formación de adultos, y escuelas vacacionales. Hemos en-
viado a misioneros a in Warfield, Kentucky para reparar una 
casa en el Appalachia Service Project. Y Continuamos… 
 
Nuevamente, muchas gracias por su apoyo financiero y por 
darnos la oportunidad de ser parte de sus vidas. Muchas 
bendiciones para ustedes y sus familiares. Recuerden que 
las puertas de San Marcos están siempre abiertas para darle 
la bienvenida a todos/as los/as que quieran ser parte de este 
viaje de fe juntos/as. 
 
Sinceramente, 
 
 Ellie Dunham 
 Andrew Dorn 
 Javier Valdivia 
 Karl Sandin 
 George Smith 
 Hunter Walor  
 Harvey Dunham 
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DONATIONS NEEDED!  Sunday, September 18 from 8:30am-1:00pm. We need: Adult Clothing · Household items · Small 
Furniture  Lucille Resale is seeking donations of adult clothing and household items. Proceeds from Lucille help support 
over 330 at-risk children enrolled in Holy Family School, a ministry partner of Episcopal Charities. All donors will be provided 
a donation receipt for tax purposes. Lucille’s truck will be in St. Mark’s parking lot – just pull up and drop off! 
 

FURNITURE DONATION? Lucille picks up furniture three days a week! Email pictures to shoplu-
cille@hfm.org or call 847-749-2928 for more information. 

Eventos Importantes durante el mes de agosto 

 

Ya comenzaron las inscripciones para la doctrina 

dominical – Durante los domingos del mes de agosto 

estaremos inscribiendo a jóvenes de 8vo grado en adelante 

que deseen realizar su primera comunión y/o confirmación 

al igual que a niños/as de 3er grado a 5to y de 6to a 7mo 

grado que deseen recibir su primera comunión. Pueden 

encontrar los formularios a la entrada de la iglesia o 

pueden llamar a la oficina al 630.858.1020 ext. 226. Las 

clases comienzan el día 11 de septiembre a las 12:00 p.m. 

Formación de padres y padrinos todos los domingos de 12:00 p.m. a 1:00 p.m. Es necesario 

que todos los padres de familia y los padrinos de los jóvenes, niños y niñas que quieran ser 

bautizados, recibir la primera comunión y ser conformados a que participen de estas clases. 

 

Bendición de Mochilas y Útiles Escolares, domingo, 21 de agosto 

durante todos los servicios – Invitamos a todos los jóvenes, niños/as y 

adultos que regresan a la escuela o que la comienzan por primera vez a 

que traigan sus mochilas y útiles escolares para que reciban una bendición. 

También te invitamos para que compartas tus bendiciones trayendo una 

mochila o útiles escolares para compartir con otros/as que los necesiten. 

 

Casa Abierta en San Marcos, domingo, 28 

de agosto de 8:00 a.m. a 3:00 p.m. – Es una buena oportunidad para 

que invites a un familiar y/o am igo para que conozca a tu parroquia de 

San Marcos. Ven y no te pierdas de esta oportunidad de conocer y amar 

más a tu parroquia. 

 

Entrenamiento de Acólitos, domingo, 28 de agosto de 3:00 p.m. a 4:30 p.m. 

Todos/as son bienvenidos/as a esta preparación. No importa si ya has acolitado antes 

o si nunca lo has hecho, esta será una buena oportunidad para aprender algo nuevo. 

Tendremos pizza para compartir. Podrás encontrar información a la entrada de la 

iglesia.  
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Men’s Group Monthly Breakfast meetings – 
Tuesday, September 6 the Glen Oak 
Restaurant at 6:30 a.m.  
 
The Men’s Group also meets on the 
second and fourth Saturdays of each 
month. The next meeting is September 12 in 
the St. Mark’s Library. Coffee at 7:30 a.m. 
and then a DVD series followed by discussion. 
For additional information, please contact Leo 
Lanzillo at Lanzillo@gmail.com. 

Take a Break Volunteer Program: Give the gift of time to a family. The  
Clearbrook Take A Break Volunteer Program matches volunteers with a 
family that has a child with special needs ages birth to 4 years old. Volun-
teers spend time in the family’s home to give parents a break. If you have 3
-4 hours per week to play, share and care for a child and are 21 years of 
age or older, we need you! Training is provided. To find out more about 
how you can make a difference to a family in your community, please con-
tact Tina Yurik, Director of Clearbrook’s Take a Break Volunteer Program, 
at 847-291-6971 x227 or tyurik@clearbrook.org. We also invite you to 
visit our website at www.clearbrook.org.  

The rector’s bible study meets every Tuesday, 9:00 am, in the St 
Mark’s library: What is your idea or experience of Bible study? At St 
Mark’s, with Rector George Smith leading, the group reads and discusses 
the Bible. We select a book or books of the Bible, and then read it together. 
Each week we continue, reading and discussing the text and the thoughts 
and questions it brings up. Everyone joins the discussion, though no one is 
required to say anything. Sometimes the conversation ranges widely, but 
George as our leader calls us back to the text and its teaching.  
The discussion is enriched by everyone who joins, including 
those who come occasionally or for whatever time their 
schedule allows. During the summer when school is out, 
students who are interested in reading and conversing with 
adults are welcome additions to the group. The gathering concludes at 
about 10:30 am. There is time for conversation about pastoral concerns, 
church events, and news. Questions? Please contact George Smith at 
rector@stmarksglenellyn.org or call (630) 858-1020. 

 
Youth Bridge Group is Sunday, September 4, 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 a.m. in the library. We 
will make lunches for PADS and have pizza! 
Anyone is welcome to help with this, youth and 
adults! 

 
Tacos, Cornbread, & Biscuit Lunch and Mission Trip 
Presentations: Sunday, August 14 at 11:45 a.m. in Mahon 
Hall! Join us for a free lunch and hear about this summer's 
Appalachia Service Project and Mexico Mission Trips and 
how you or your youth can be involved! This is a free event! 

A huge thank you to our wonderful summer interns: 
Caroline Arlasky, Erin Delany, Lauren Glavin, and 
Katja Thomalla!  

The DuPage PADS 12th Annual Run 4 Home 
 

This is a 10K and 5K CARA certified course for 
casual joggers, walker, and families alike, is tak-
ing place on September 17. Rain or shine, all 
are invited after the race to stay for music, re-
freshments, and prizes. Proceeds from the 
FUNdraiser will support individuals and families 
who are homeless in DuPage County. For more 
information, please contact Kariann at (630) 682-
3846 ext. 2290. We will also need more than 225 
volunteers on race day! Please contact Dianna 
at (630) 682-3846 ext. 3500 or  
dmiller@dupagepads.org if you would like to 
volunteer. 

Youth@StMarks 
Contact: Kim Reed, Youth Ministry Coordinator  

630-660-3611 (call or text) or email at kimreed178@gmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! We have private Face-
book pages for middle and high school youth.  

Send a request to Kim Reed to join.  
And you may follow us on Twitter at @stmarksyouth1. 

Acolyte Training with Pizza! WHEN: Sunday, 
August 28, 2016 TIME: 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
WHERE: In the church! For new acolytes and a 
refresher for current ones! Led by Father George 
& Pastor Robin. Please RSVP to Kim Reed at 
kimreed178@gmail.com or call 630-660-3611. 
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A few pictures 
from the ASP 
home repair trip in 
July. Read full 
reflections in the 
next PostMark. 
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Music Ministry 
For more information, contact Marsha Webster, Interim Director of Music 

musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org 630/858-1020 ext. 225 

The St. Mark’s Adult Choir returns to lead 
10:30 a.m. worship on September 11  
Rehearsals resume Thursday, September 8; 8:00 – 

9:30 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
Newcomers are always welcome. The ability to read 
music is helpful, but not essential. The ability to laugh, 
enjoy learning timeless choral music, and be in 
community with one another is essential! Come join us 
as we learn new music and grow in faith together.  
 

St. Mark’s Hymn Choir – for those who enjoy 
singing, but are unable to make a full-time choir 
commitment. We gather once a month at 8:45 on 
Sunday mornings to learn an offertory hymn or anthem 
to sing at the 9:15 service. Tentative Fall dates: Sept 
11, Oct 9, Nov 13, Dec 4. 
  

Do you play an instrument?  Piano, violin, 
flute, clarinet, trumpet or other… 
Let me know so I can add you to our St. Mark’s 
musician list.  We always welcome soloists and 
occasionally gather groups together to play as an 
ensemble.  Simply send an e-mail to  
musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org or leave a 
message on the organ or in the church office.  

St. Mark’s Chorister Choirs 
Calling all K-5th grade singers!  

  
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, Sept. 7 

4:00 – 4:40 K-1st graders 
4:45—5:30 p.m. 2nd – 5th graders 

 
What do we do?  
We sing, play games, learn musical fundamentals, lead wor-
ship monthly at 9:15 a.m. service, have parties, and maybe 
sing once or twice a year at local senior citizen centers!  

  
Oh, yes, there’s one more thing!   
Choristers earn cool PRIZES!!!   

Save the Date! 
The Valparaiso University Handbell Choir 
Friday evening, October 21 as part of their fall tour. More 
details to come. We will also be looking for a few host homes 
to provide a overnight housing the night. 

Tuesday Morning  
Music and Movement for  

Toddlers and Preschoolers and  
their parents, grandparents or caregiver!  

♪♪  
An 8 week class  

September 27 through November 15  
9:15 — 10:00 a.m.  

Led by Miss Marsha  
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  

♪♪  
Questions? Contact Marsha Webster  

630 - 542 - 4677  
musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org  

Open Houses:  
Join us August 28 and September 4  

for open houses to learn about St. Mark’s. 

Fall Classes for  
St. Mark’s Preschool 

 

St. Mark's Preschool has afternoon spots still available for 
the 2016-2017 school year! The Preschool offers two after-
noon classes; our three day program runs Tuesday through 
Thursday and our four day program runs Monday through 
Thursday; both are from 12:45 pm to 3:00 pm. If you com-
bine enrollments in PDO and Preschool, your child will be 
escorted by a teacher after PDO lunch to the afternoon Pre-
school session at 12:45 pm. A PDO / Preschool day for your 
child would begin at 9:30 am and end at 3:00 pm.  

 Please visit our website at http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
preschool for an application OR contact the preschool team 
directly at (630) 858-1020 ext 234 or pre-
school@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
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Back to  Sunday School September 11 
 

Sunday School Resumes September 11! Children age four through fifth grade and youth sixth grade 
through Senior High are welcomed to Sunday School from 10:15-11:15 a.m. No registration necessary. 
The nursery is available for infants and toddlers 0-3 throughout the year. 

Thank you VBS Volunteers! 
Thank you Cave Quest VBS Volunteers! 

 
Leaders: Carney Noensie, Pastor Robin 
Currie, Sarah Adler, Rebecca Boskovic, 
Alice Plutko, and Jocelyn Briones 
 

General Volunteers: Erin Delany, Izana Hill, Frida Lopez, 
Karen Jimenez, Christy Becker, Christine Pope, Marilyn 
Boskovic, Claire Margaglione, Mahla Hill, Lindsey Paris-
Lopez, Isabel Barrera, Virginia Curtis, Will Fry, Olivia 
Vanderlei, Emily Sexaur, Katja Thomalla, Hamaa Fasil, 
Farrell Turner, Ashley Gieschen, Caroline Arlasky, Heidi 
Ruskusky, Hope Rodine, Emily Raponi, Cara Oates, Sue 
Mylander, Ali Blane, Will Delany, Litzy Reyes, Abraham 
Jimenez, Daniel Kaminski, and Bridget Evans 
 

Thank you also for several organizations donating their 
time: Young Rembrandts, Du Page Art League and The 
Morton Arboretum 
 

Thank you to Kristi Kovich, Yolanda Smith, Emily Raponi, 
Lauren Brindle, Aimee Truesdell, Bridget Evans and 
Jessica Bruback for donating snacks! 
 

The staff and parents of VBS say a huge THANK YOU 
to Kristin Margaglione! 

JAM (Jesus and Me) is held Sundays during 
the summer at 9:00 a.m. in room 123. This 
worship time uses Godly Play and is for children 
4-8 years old. A greeter meets the children at 

the door and introduces this special time set aside just for 
them to wonder about God. Then a storyteller brings bible 
stories to life using wooden figures and props. There is 
also time for children to wonder and reflect upon these 
stories.  

Children’s Ministry 
For more information, contact Kristin Margaglione childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org  

 630)871-0803. 

BACK TO SCHOOL  
Supplies Needed 

Backpacks and School Supplies are 
needed!  St. Mark’s is having a backpack 
and school supply drive to support 

children in need in our parish and at the Holy Family School 
in Chicago.  For this service to our community, we are 
asking families to purchase and donate school supplies 
such as: 

The collection bin is in the hallway by the library. 
Backpack Blessing, Sunday, August 21.  Students of all 
ages are encouraged to bring their backpacks or school 
bag to service at 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. or 1:00 p.m.—where 
we’ll offer a prayer of dedication and blessing for both 
students and their teachers.  The prayer will remind us that 
God sticks with us wherever we go, and through every 
challenge we face. 
 

Backpacks  
Trapper Keepers · 
Black, Blue or Red Pens 
Calculators  
Colored Pencils   
Colored Paper 
Crayons  
Erasers  
Folders 
Glue and Glue Sticks 

Highlighters   
Loose-leaf paper 
Pencils  
Rulers  
Scissors 
Washable Markers  
USB Flash Drives  
Spiral Notebooks (1 or 3 
subject) 

Celebration of Communion for children in Grade 2 
(and older) will be on May 21, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. and 
1 p.m. Information on instruction classes with Pastor 
Robin will be coming in October. 
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WIT Events: Fall 2016  
 
COME ON OVER! 
Casual food, casual dress, casual conversation 
at the home of DOK/WIT member Virginia Vagt 
(806 Webster Avenue, Wheaton.) 
No need to bring anything or RSVP, but do come spend time 
with the women of St. Mark’s on Monday, August 29 at 7 
p.m. Questions? Email Virginia 
@virginia.vagt@gmail.com. 
 
Engaging with Culture 
Thursday, September 8 from 9:30-11 a.m. in the library at 
St. Mark’s 
St. Mark’s parishioner Lindsey Paris Lopez will introduce us  
to Rene Girard’s mimetic theory and her work at The Raven 
Review on religion, politics, and popular culture. 
Childcare available. 
 
Getting Real about Marriage 
Thursday, October 6 from 9:30-11 a.m. in the library at St. 
Mark’s 
Katherine Willis Pershey wrote an article on fidelity  
(and her brush with infidelity) that went viral a few years ago  
and was the springboard for her new book, Very Married. 
Come for a fascinating, honest look at marriage.   
Childcare available. 
 
In-Town Women’s Retreat 
Friday, October 14 7-10 p.m. at Blackberry Market. 
Our theme is “What I Know for Sure” and  
four women of St. Mark’s will briefly share from  
the stories of their lives  
followed by informal conversation  
and good things to eat and drink. Join us! 

 

How Our Holy Celebrations Shape Our Faith 
Thursday, November 10 from 9:30-11 a.m. in the library at 
St. Mark’s 
Author Michelle Van Loon, who spoke powerfully to us last year  
on regret will speak on her new book,  
Moments & Days: How Our Holy Celebrations Shape Our Faith. 
From the book description: “By introducing (and reintroducing) 
us to the feasts and festivals of the Bible, as well as the special 
celebrations of the Christian calendar, Moments and Days re-
stores a sacred sense of time throughout our year, enriching 
our experience of each “holy day” and enlivening our experi-
ence of even the most “ordinary time.” Childcare available. 
 
What My Parishioners Tell Me 
Thursday, December 8 from 9:30-11 a.m. in the library at St. 
Mark’s 
Rev. Tracey Bianchi returns to WIT to share what she has 
learned from her parishioners over the course of her career as 
a member of the clergy. 
What are women’s most pressing emotional and spiritual 
needs? 
How can we better love one another in our community? 
Come for a candid, eye-opening discussion. 
Childcare available. 
 
Ornament Exchange 
Details TBA 
✚ 

Women in Touch 
We are excited to begin year two of WIT, Our new program for the women of St. Mark’s. Highlights of last year include 
special speakers, such as Sandy Koropp from Prairie Path Books in Wheaton, our in-town retreat at Blackberry Market in 
April,  and our new drop-in dinner program, “Come On Over.” 
Our times together have been full of insight, surprise, and community building—join us! For more information or to inquire 
about serving on our steering committee, contact  Jennifer Grant at jen@jennifergrant.com or 630-510-8019. 

WIT/MEC Steering Committee: Jennifer Grant, chair;  
Karen Evans, pastoral care; Susan Shorney, communications; 

Kristin Margaglione, childcare coordinator; 
Jen Chavez and Lucia Conrado, advisors. 
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2016 Mexico Trip Reflections 

Jacqueline DeLara 
Aunque mi estancia en Veracruz se sintió corta, estuvo llena de 
momentos muy bonitos. Desde el primer día, toda la gente de 
nigromante fue muy amable y nos hicieron sentir muy bien-
venidos. Al inicio del viaje el padre Jorge nos dijo que no tomára-
mos en cuenta los vacíos que tenían las familias en sus hogares. 
Y aunque las familias no tenían abundancias materialistas para 
ofrecernos, nos hicieron sentir muy cómodos con lo que podían 
ofrecernos. También el padre Jorge nos dijo que todos nosotros 
tenemos una pobreza pero eso puede variar, ya sea pobreza 
física, materialista o por falta de fe espiritual. Creo que sí es 
verdad por qué yo vi una riqueza entre la unión de las familias en 
nigromante que muchos de nosotros no tenemos. Allá, cuando 
estaban en familia, cada presencia de los miembros de familia 
literalmente estaba en unión--no en el celular y me di cuenta que 
esta falta de unión  es una de las pobrezas que hay entre 
muchas familias en los Estados Unidos. Esa tipo de convivencia 
es la razón por lo cual más disfrute durante el viaje fue la con-
vivencia con los niños. Me alegro ver la felicidad que se notaban 
en sus caras cuando compartíamos juguetes o simplemente 
estábamos con ellos. Estoy feliz de aver tomado la decisión de ir 
en este viaje. No hay muchas iglesias que ofrezcan viajes donde 
uno puede ir s servir y por la misma razón de qué tenemos dos 
viajes aquí en San Marcos, es que se deberían de dar la opor-
tunidad de vivir este tipo de experiencia.  
  
Scott Taback 
Hello my name is Scott Taback and I had the fortunate opportuni-
ty to attend the Mexico Mission trip with my daughter Kathleen. I 
would like to tell you that the experience completely changed my 
outlook on life, that it somehow cleansed my soul. That I'd come 
home thinking that all of the petty things in life that I hold on to or 
the negative emotions that sometimes rule my life would some-
how disappear after realizing how great we have it compared to 
the struggles of Nigromante. That the trip’s purpose was for me 
to put my life into perspective. As I reflect on our mission to Mexi-
co I realize that is not what mission’s work is about. It's not about 
any one person. The purpose is much greater. 
   I realize now that mission work is a vehicle of connection. Con-
necting to the world around us, sharing God’s love with one an-
other by simply being present. It’s about bringing all of us togeth-
er in the unity of God and sharing in his grace. I was fortunate 
this year to be one of the vehicles that helped carry this important 
message and am grateful for time spent making a connection. 
   Even though one of my personal missions for the trip was to 
connect with my daughter in a more spiritual way I feel that this 
trip connected me in more ways than my original purpose. More 
connected to St. Mark’s, more connected to our sister parish and 
the people of Nigromante and ultimately, the world we live in. We 
are all brothers and sisters under God no matter whether we are 
black or white, rich or poor from Mexico or Glen Ellyn, we are all 
connected as one. No one person in the eyes of God is worth 
more  than another. We are all equally worthy of God’s  
abundance of love.  

  
Deirdre Churchill 
What brought me to Nigromante?  My desire to share the experience 
of learning about a culture and community tied closely to our own 
church community and to share it with my step son Ethan.  What I re-
turn with is much richer – an understanding of our sister community 
and the bonds we all share and a reverence and awe for the group 
with which I traveled. 
   What did I learn? The people were incredibly generous.  It was not 
gestures of material items that we often think of when we share 
gifts.  It was examples such as the sharing of bread in my host family 
that constituted their sole sustenance for dinner, their patience as 
many of had a limited command of the language, or the willingness to 
sacrifice their beds for us. 
   There was an immediate sense of kinship with San Marcos and 
sense of welcoming.  The ten years of visits and creation of a unique 
and special international relationship was immediately evi-
denced.  Even in the midst of a town festival we were warmly wel-
comed.  The hugs of reunion with Kim, George, Victor, Isabel, Geo 
and Olivia were evidence of the existing relationships.  And, smiles, 
hugs and handshakes extended to all of us signified their feelings of 
welcome.  Over the course of 4 days we grew and built relation-
ships.  We collaboratively created and implemented lessons for both 
children and adults.  Victor and George counseled those in need such 
as a group of women who sought Victor out to share their feelings of 
sorrow and depression.   My favorite moments were those watching 
our kids or young adults play endlessly with the many children of San 
Marcos even in the wake of hot sun.   Finally, many meals were care-
fully prepared for our group until ultimately we were able to serve them 
in our final night. 
   Ultimately, I learned that love, sense of family and respect for one 
another are organic and can exist without material comforts and pos-
sessions that many of us feel are essential. The children of San Mar-
cos and of Nigromante are fiercely loved by their extended families 
and by the people of the community just as we love our chil-
dren.  There is a respect and understanding for education that is evi-
denced in the smiles on the children’s faces as they skip to school and 
play on the playgrounds or as parents speak of their children’s ambi-
tions.  And while there is a clear understanding of the limited opportu-
nities and in some circumstances inescapable circumstances, there is 
a resilience, work ethic and determination that is clearly evidenced in 
the community of San Marcos.  It was honor to experience the bond 
we share with San Marcos and to share it with all of you. 
  
Ayleen DeLara 
Este año fue mi primera vez en ir a Nigromante. Y fue inolvidable y 
volveré a ir el próximo año. Fue un viaje corto pero muy bonito al con-
vivir con gente tan agradable que nos recibieron como una familia. Era 
una alegría para los niños de Nigromante cuando comenzamos nues-
tras actividades con ellos. Ellos disfrutaban cada momento que estuvi-
mos allí con ellos. Me llena de alegría de ver conocido familias tan 
amable que nos hacian sentir seguros y bienvenidos. Pude ver la 
necesidad que hay en muchas familias pero aun asi vi como ellos nos  
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dieron de sus alimentos para nosotros con mucho amor. Algo que yo vi 
con la familia que me quede a vivir me compartio que para ellos ir a su 
trabajo tienen que irse en su caballo por una hora y esa es la manera 
que el tiene que hacer todos los días para llegar a su trabajo. Cuando 
llegamos a Nigromante les dimos un regalo a los niños y pudimos ver 
su felicidad en ellos cómo valoraban su jugete. Al llegar con las familias 
fue felicidad pero al despedirme fue dificil porque había construido 
amistad con muchos de los niños. Recuerdo de Aldair un niño de solo 3 
años que el me dijo que iva a llorar cuando me fuera. También cuando 
ya veniamos de regreso 2 niñas venían corriendo atrás de la ven donde 
estábamos todos. Y pude ver tristeza en ellos porque ellos saben que 
va a pasar un año para volver a vernos otra vez. 
  
Isabel Grant-Funck 
My name is Isabel Grant-Funck and this was my second trip to Nigro-
mante. I felt that this year was an extra special year. We had an amaz-
ing group of people who were all flexible and open to everything this 
past week. We certainly did have scary moments, like almost leaving 
Ethan in Nigromante while he was in the bathroom. We got so far that 
we were all packed and drove away. Luckily, we decided to stop for 
some ice-cold beverages in a local store where we found him running 
towards us somewhat frantically. We also had uncomfortable situations, 
like the van blowing out hot air when it was over 90° with high humidity 
outside, but we managed to get through those parts and work together 
as a team to make the trip as enjoyable as possible. Going into the trip, 
I was so excited to return to Nigromante. Throughout this past year I 
have missed the kids from the village so much. I bonded last year with 
so many of them so it was incredible to reunite with these incredible, 
adorable, and kind kids. We had a blast making crafts, playing with wa-
ter balloons in the heat, and I was able to to show off my poor soccer 
skills. Every year, I have the pleasure of bonding with these amazing 
kids even within the span of three days and with my limited knowledge 
of Spanish. For me, it was heartbreaking to watch two of my favorite 
girls, Erika and Diana, hugging and crying as our van pulled away, leav-
ing Nigromante. These kids are seriously special. And this is because of 
their parents and grandparents who are some of the most loving & gen-
erous people. Each year, they selflessly open their arms to us. The peo-
ple of Nigromante have taught me so much these last two visits. Most 
importantly, they have taught me so much about generosity, love, and 
have opened my eyes to their culture in such a positive way. Saint 
Mark's and San Marcos have such an inseperable bond thanks to these 
visits and it was an honor to be apart of this trip for another year. Here is 
my reflection! Thank you. 
  
Kim Reed 
First of all, thank you for supporting the St. Mark’s Mission trip and Com-
panion Parish relationship for these past eleven visits. In fact, it was ten 
years ago this month, George Smith, who had only been at St. Mark’s 
less than six months, led the first trip to San Marcos in Nigromante, a 
pueblo he had visited the year before with Christ Church in Winnet-
ka.  He thought there was the possibility of a companion relationship for 
St. Mark’s, within what was a relatively new companion diocesan rela-
tionship between the Chicago Diocese and the Diocese of Southeast 
Mexico.   
   Since then, St. Mark’s has sent a group of parishioners, high school 
youth and adults, to Nigromante each June. Some have gone on the trip 
multiple times, others, only once. Many of you sitting here have never  

been, but have shared in our relationship by participating in 
the fundraisers, attending our taco lunches, dinners with 
Bishop Benito, and listening to our experiences the Sunday 
after we return. You are as much a part of this relationship 
as those of us who travel to Mexico.  
   This past week, there were fourteen of us who traveled to 
Nigromante, which is a ranching town of 6,000 in the foot-
hills of the Sierra Madre Mountains. What do we do? What 
is a companion relationship? We get to know one anoth-
er.  We visit, we share, we sing, we worship, we eat, and 
we pray together. What else? Well, every year offers new 
experiences, but a constant is VBS, vacation bible school, 
that we offer every year for the children of San Marcos and 
their friends. This year, we were asked to cover Creation 
Care, how and why we, as Christians, as Episcopalians 
should care for the earth and address Climate Change. We 
read about Creation, using St. Mark’s Godly Play materials, 
a hands-on way to learn about stories from the bible.  We 
created wall murals, one for the week of creation; the other, 
a world with paper feet placed on it, feet upon which was 
written what each person would do to reduce her or his car-
bon footprint. George asked us on the eve of our drive into 
Nigromante not to see our visit from the usual perspective 
of “they have so little” but see if we could discover our own 
deficits and what we could learn from our friends in Nigro-
mante. Bishop Benito, too, asked us to look beyond what 
those in Nigromante didn’t have but see them for who they 
are and what they can offer.  
Here is my reaction to that challenge: 
1)   It is ironic that we came to teach about conservation 
and environmental care. Even though their practices are 
from a place of scarcity, they seem to do a better job than 
we do at living green.  
2)   They grow most of their own food locally. 
3)   They don’t over produce or waste food; it’s too expen-
sive. Leftover food is given to the animals: dogs, pigs, 
chickens, and turkeys. 
4)   “Things” are expensive – they have fewer clothes, less 
furniture, less things – that equates to less consumption, 
which is environmentally friendly. 
5)   Reusing items – they don’t buy or use as much dispos-
able stuff as we do. They reuse whatever they can. It’s not 
a throwaway culture. 
6)   Here in the US, we consume more and throw away a lot 
of trash. We just have the ability to hide it. Someone takes 
away our garbage, so we can think we are neater and 
cleaner and taking better care of the earth. Not so sure 
that’s true. 
7)   Water – we take it for granted. We use a lot of it. In 
Nigromante, water is a scarcity and drinking water costs 
money. They collect rainwater and use it for flushing their 
toilets and doing their wash, which is done by hand – dishes 
and clothes. 
8)   Transportation – many do not have cars. They walk, 
ride bikes and horses, and take buses. This is not a choice, 
but it is a greener way of living. 
Not that the people in that part of Mexico can’t make  
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improvements, they can. But I think this discussion led me to 
realize that we are not necessarily in a position to teach con-
servation, but we can talk about it, learn from one another, 
support each other’s efforts, and recognize our shared re-
sponsibility to God’s creation. I have also learned gratitude 
over the years. I am grateful for the opportunity to continue 
the work on this companion relationship and see where God’s 
grace fills in. I am grateful for those who went on this trip and 
for the efforts they made in connecting with the children and 
host families in Nigromante. For the leadership and work of 
George and Victor. For the music by Isabel, Ali, Ayleen, and 
Scott. For the crafts and planning by Olivia, Jacqui, Macie, 
and Kathleen. And for the readings and stories by Ethan, 
Geo, and Deirdre. I am thankful for the patience, like when I’m 
trying to speak Spanish and be understood, and the love and 
generosity the San Marcos community offers each one of us, 
those they have known before and those they are meeting for 
the first time. I’m grateful for our amistad, our friendship with 
San Marcos. 
   I am, we are grateful for your contributions, which have 
helped make this trip and companion relationship possible. 
They have allowed us to send money to pay for half of Padre 
Senobio’s salary (his 3 parishes will never be able to support 
him financially). He makes $6,000 a year. They have provided 
$2,000+ in scholarships each year to help keep kids in school, 
grades 3 through college. They will help finish the building 
project adjacent to the church – a project that will provide a 
place for Padre Senobio or visiting doctors and teams to stay 
when needed. It could be the rectory when Padre Senobio 
retires. And your contributions help support the church bak-
ery/panaderia, which provides a skill and income for poor 
women and some funds for the church. I am grateful for your 
prayers for our trip, and I ask, we ask that you continue to 
pray for the people of San Marcos.  Gracias. 
  
Geo Smith 
My name is Geo Smith and this was my third year traveling to 
Nigromante with Saint Mark's. This trip especially reminded 
me to be patient and selfless in the world around me. Some-
thing that stuck to me the most this year was my host family. 
Each night, we all sat together in the cooking area behind the 
house, talking for 2 to 3 hours before going to bed. I have 
been learning Spanish in high school, but this year I did not 
take a Spanish class and expected my communication ability 
to be nonexistent. When we were talking, nearly every time 
one of the family members spoke, I had to ask for repetition 
and clarification. I felt guilty and expected frustration from the 
family, but they were patient and more than willing to make 
sure that I could understand as much as I was capable of. 
Going in, I did not expect to be able to speak much with my 
family, but I ended up having great conversations about many 
different things. Language is our primary form of communica-
tion and speaking different languages results in a barrier to 
building relationships with others. My host family's patience 
and willingness to work with my Spanish resulted in a new 
individual relationship that I am privileged to be a part of, and  

I will use what I learned in my life ahead of me. By being patient with 
others, no matter how much or how little each person might be affect-
ed, it plays a positive role in the road ahead. 
   Aside from these conversations, my host family went out of their way 
to make sure Ethan and I were comfortable. The one fan in the house 
was placed in our room next to our bed to keep us cool at night. The 
children gave us their bed while they slept on a blanket on the floor of 
the family room. The parents woke up early each morning to prepare 
meals for us. Their hospitality was incredible, and with their patience 
and selflessness we formed a bond that will always be with me, de-
spite being thousands of miles apart. 
  
Kathleen Taback 
This year was my first in Nigromante. My eyes have been opened to 
the world outside our cozy DuPage County. 
   The village as a whole was extremely friendly and welcoming. Chil-
dren would run up to me, and asked if I wanted to play. It didn't matter 
if we were friends or not because from that point on, we were. 
   My very minimal Spanish was just enough to carry a conversation 
with a five year old, and even then I was lost.  I am extremely grateful 
to Mrs. Kim Reed, Father George, and Father Victor for not only guid-
ing the group, but organizing the trip all together. Without them, it 
wouldn't have been possible. I recommend this trip to anyone. My out-
look on the world has been changed immensely. Thank you.  
  
Olivia Vanderlei 
My name is Olivia Vanderlei and this was my fifth trip to Nigromante 
with St Mark’s. Being that I have been so many times, I developed 
relationships and connections with specific children and was more than 
eager to return and see them. My very first year I was immediately 
drawn to a little girl named Fatima, who was always around the church 
and was the daughter of one of the main women, Norma. A couple 
years ago Norma got sick and wasn’t around the plaza as much, and 
around my third trip she wasn’t even in the town, as she needed to go 
to Oaxaca for special treatments, although her daughters, Barbie and 
Fatima, were still around to make everyone laugh with their witty per-
sonalities.  
   This past fall a hurricane hit the cost of Veracruz, which is the largest 
port city near Nigromante and although I was worried for all the towns-
people, my main concern was for Fat,ima and her family. I said prayers 
that they would stay safe and pondered ways to send them help, if they 
needed it. In my dorm room I had pictures of Fatima and myself from 
years past, and this year in my room I had a framed picture of us on 
my desk to look at when college got a little too hard--it always was able 
to put a smile on my face.  
   This year I was so excited to see Fatima, as I had spent my last 4 
summers laughing and goofing around with her Nigromante. She was 
usually the first to the church when she knew “the gringas” were com-
ing, so I was surprised to not see her right away, but didn’t think much 
of it. A couple hours after being in the town I still had not seen her, her 
mother, or her little sister, which was rather unusual. Padre Victor 
questioned one of the women in the church about their whereabouts, 
and we learned that Fatima would not be in Nigromante this summer, 
as her and her mother had permanently moved to Oaxaca. Saddened 
at this news, I teared up and realized that after waiting 360 long days 
to see my little Fati, I would not get to this year. Although I missed her  
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For the conversations we had.  They made be feel welcome. 
Looking back, the only hard part of the trip for me was 
leaving.  Well, that and the small bed and 100-degree heat. But 
the positives so vastly outweigh the negatives that you would 
have to look close to find even a trace of them. This experience 
has left a huge impact on how I view the world and has definitely 
changed me as a person. Chicago looks so very different when I 
look at it from the perspective of my host family.  I now 
appreciate what I had previously taken for granted, because, 
during this trip, I got a first-hand look that not everyone has the 
things that I don’t even think about having.  More than that, I will 
miss playing soccer with the kids, and trying to read bible 
lessons in Spanish, and learning just how different their culture 
is from our own. I am grateful that I was able to be apart of this 
experience, and I will never forget what Nigromante taught me. 
Thank you for allowing me to be on this trip. 
  
Ali Langtry 
My name is Ali Langtry and this was my first year of the trip. 
Going into the trip, I was really unsure what I was going to get 
out it. I had heard great things about the trip and Nigromante 
itself, but I still had my doubts. When we first arrived in 
Nigromante, my honest first impression was that it was a small, 
run-down town, but I was sure meeting the people would change 
my perspective of the town; and I was right about that part. We 
immediately were welcomed with open arms and were asked 
how our flights went, if we were all feeling well, all questions 
pertaining to our well-being. To me, this instantly showed how 
selfless and caring the people of Nigromante were and are. The 
love only grew from there on out. Upon returning and reflecting 
on this trip, I can easily say that this was one of the most 
extraordinary experiences of my life, and I was so blessed to 
have this opportunity. Over a span of five days, I was lucky 
enough to open my heart to an incredible amount of love and 
make unforgettable memories. The relationships that I 
developed not only with the people I traveled with but also with 
the wonderful people of the village are some that will stay in my 
heart forever. This experience made me a better person and 
offered me a new perspective into the lives of those who, while 
living in poverty, were anything but spiritually impoverished.  
 
The Rev. Victor Conrado 
Es una de las preguntas que nos hacemos una y otra vez en 
medio de los preparativos para este viaje y cuando regresamos 
a Glen Ellyn. Esta pregunta nos lleva al corazón de esta 
experiencia y en el poder que ella tiene para las personas que 
participamos en ella y las personas que personas que escuchan 
nuestros relatos al respecto.¿ 
   Regresamos porque esto es lo que hacemos con las personas 
que consideramos parte de nuestra familia. Cada año sentimos 
la necesidad de saber cómo nuestra familia esta, celebrar juntos 
y el saber cómo nos podemos apoyar mejor en nuestra 
caminada juntos. Esto lo veo en los rostros de las personas que 
nos encuentran y nos saludan y nos preguntan sobre nuestras 

greatly, the other children in the town kept me smiling ear to ear 
the whole trip, and I still had a great time. But this longing that I 
felt and the immediate sadness that overcame me when I 
learned I wouldn’t be seeing her also made me happy--happy 
that I had found such a wonderful girl and gotten to know her so 
well over the years in our short time together. Happy to know 
that these people could mean so much to me, and the tears I 
cried when I learned I wouldn’t be seeing her were proof of that. 
I have faith that I will see her again, and my heart is happy that 
she and her mother are doing well and living a content, healthy 
life in Oaxaca.  
  
Macie Rodriguez 
Ever since my family and I joined St. Mark’s, I have always ad-
mired and wanted to be apart of the Mexico Mission Trip. This 
year I was able to! Going into the trip I was eager to be with the 
children and people of Nigromante. When we first arrived in 
Mexico, Bishop Benito had asked us to look past all the poverty 
and instead see the love these people shared. That is what had 
a lasting impact on me. These people of Nigromante had very 
little, barely enough to support their basic needs, but what they 
did have was love. They shared a love for their community, their 
families, and us. In just three short days these people embraced 
us and provided us with anything we needed and more, such as 
home cooked meals and their homes.  Our host families took us 
in without any hesitation and did anything they could to make us 
feel comfortable even if it meant giving up their bed. When I 
came back to the United States I really began to realize that we 
don't need all these materialistic things to live off of or to make 
us happy, what we really need is love, and that is what Nigro-
mante taught me. I can't wait to spend more time with the funny, 
kind, and outgoing kids and people next summer and hope to 
have more joining us!  
  
Ethan Churchill 
This was my first time down to Nigromante. This was the first 
time I had done anything like this.   While my family had been to 
Europe, I had never tried to live in a different culture. I had no 
idea what to expect besides what Mrs. Reed and the few others 
who had gone before said about it. This made me worry. 
I knew what the general plan was going to be, but what I didn’t 
know was what bothered me. I didn’t know how well I would fit 
into the group. I didn’t know who my host family was going to be. 
I didn’t know how well I would be able to communicate with the 
people of Nigromante, let alone what the people would think of 
me when I got there. I was nervous. 
   Now that the trip is over, I think it is safe to say that I had no 
reason to be nervous at all. Early into the trip, it was obvious that 
every person in our fourteen person group was very passionate 
about helping and learning, not to mention extremely easy to get 
along with and nice. 
   My host family was very kind to both me and my bunkmate 
Geo Smith. I had a lot of fun getting to know them and their 
three kids; Erika, Ricardo, and Benito.  They made an obvious 
effort to make sure that Geo and I were as comfortable as possi-
ble. I will always remember them, both for their hospitality and 
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familia, nos alegramos por un momento, pero sabemos que la 
vida continua y somos invitados a ser parte de ella. 
   Regresamos porque sabemos que nuestra vida no será la 
misma sin ese momento. Sabemos que los adultos, niños, niñas y 
jóvenes en Nigromante quieren seguir sentir que son parte de 
algo más grande y, ¿sabes qué? Nosotros también necesitamos 
saber y que se nos recuerde que no estamos solos y que 
podemos realizar nuestra misión en todo momento. Uno de los 
puntos grandes de este viaje de misión que yo puedo rescatar es 
el haber encontrado una oportunidad para escuchar la soledad de 
muchas mujeres adultas y jóvenes en esta comunidad. Me sentí 
lleno de bendición al saber que hay un gran poder de sanación en 
estos intercambios y una gran oportunidad para ayudarnos los 
unos a los otros. Doy gracias a Dios por todas las mujeres líderes 
en Nigromante y por la fuerza que ellas me comunicaron. Pude 
ser testigo del poder de la fe y de la oración en medio de ellas. 
   Le doy gracias a Dios por la vida de cada una de las personas, 
jóvenes y adultos, que participamos en la misión en nombre de 
San Marcos en Glen Ellyn. Le doy gracias a todas las personas 
que nos apoyaron económicamente y con sus oraciones. Es de 
verdad una alegría muy grande el saber que no estamos solos. 
   Al celebrar 11 años de esta relación de hermandad, sigo 
agradecido por la entrega y amor que Kim y el P. George le han 
colocado a este momento. 
   Seguimos unidos en la oración recordando que no estamos 
solos. 
 
The Rev. George Smith 
The old New England saying, “You can’t get there from here” is 
almost true when it comes to getting to our companion church.  El 
Nigromante is a small town located in the foothillls of the Sierra 
Madre mountain range in Southeast Mexico, in the Mexican state 
of Veracruz.  The way we got to El Nigromante was to fly from 
O’Hare to Mexico City, a 4 hour flight, change planes in Mexico 
City, and fly another 1 hour to the city of Veracruz.  In Veracruz, 
we were met by Benito Juarez Martinez, bishop of the Anglican 
Diocese of Southeast Mexico, and his son, Eigner Juarez.  The 
warmth of their greeting was matched by the intense heat and 
humidity of the Veracruz summer.  In a Ford Explorer and Ford 
Econoline van, we drove three hours to a medium-sized town   

parched landscape, dotted with cattle which somehow find enough 
grass to eat, the livelihood of those who live in cinderblock home-
steads.   
   Tuxtepec is a bustling county seat, whose main employers are a 
large Corona beer factory and a Technical College.  Tuxtepec is 
also the home of the Anglican Center of the Diocese, where there 
are two residences for clergy and a multi-purpose building for dioc-
esan events.  We spent the first night at Hotel Esmerelda, where 
we also had dinner and breakfast at the Hotel’s restaurant called 
Barro Negro (Black Clay). In the morning of the second day, we 
purchased supplies at the Sam’s Club in Tuxetpec and continued 
the journey to El Nigromante, stopping first in Playa Vicente to 
unload our luggage at the Hotel Imperio, and then driving the last 
forty minutes to outskirts of El Nigromate, reaching the 6 kilometer 
gravel road that leads to the town square and San Marcos.  Here 
the land is green and hilly, a mixture of open pasture and clusters 
of palm, mango, guanabana and other fruit and topical trees.  The 
pasture properties are divided by living fences – trees planted just 
feet apart, the organic posts for barbed wire. The density of the 
cattle is greater here, whose grazing has manicured the land-
scape.  The tranquil setting doesn’t show the economic difficulty, 
which is real and intensifying.  A man who is contracted to work in 
the pastures, to move cattle, cut back vines and brush, makes 150 
pesos a day – or about $8.  With a stack of tortillas, the basic food 
staple costing 13 pesos, and purified water another 15 pesos, 150 
pesos does not go far and is not enough for one person let alone a 
family to survive on.  El Nigromate is feeling the effects of climate 
change. The typical scorching hot weather of May is now happen-
ing in April as well and continuing into June.  The heat is a burden 
even for a people who are used to it, causing stress and illness.  
Arriving at the town center feels like a homecoming to those of us 
who have been on the trip before.  The dozen or so people who 
greeted us as we got out of the van and SUV gave us hugs while 
one man set off one and then another rocket firecracker that make 
what sounds like a sonic boom.   After a day and half of flying and 
driving, finally we were in El Nigromante – our sister community 
and location of our sister church where we were at home – adults 
and youth, Victor Conrado, Kim Reed, Deirdre Churchill, Ethan 
Churchill, Alyeen Delara, Jacky Delara, Geo Smith, Isabel Grant-
Funck, Ali Langtry, Macie Rodriguez, Scott Taback, Kathleen 
Taback, Olivia Vanderlei and me.  
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Next PADS Service Opportunity 
 

Our next service date is September 6-7. If you would like to find out more about our PADS ministry or to volunteer or 
make a food donation please contact either: David Dornblaser, email address Dornblaser@me.com 630.474.9706 H 
630.215.7999 C or Donald Sutherland, drsmps@sbcglobal.net 630.469.8384 H, 630.661.5792 C. If you would like to be 

Our Art Display in the narthex 
will feature the work of Eric 
Dinse. Watch the bulletin for 
the Opening Reception. 

Get these dates on the calendar FIRST! 
 

August 2016 
12 Fri Middle School Urban Adventure 
21 Sun St. Mark’s Backpack Blessing  
 

September 2016 
4  Sun St. Mark’s Open House 
10 Sat Men's Group 
11  Sun St. Mark’s Year Kick-off, Sunday School, hot dogs 
24 Sat Taste of San Marcos 
25 Sun Parish pot luck lunch 
 

October   
2  Sun  Pet Blessing 
8  Sat Pumpkin Unloading  
16  Sun Daughters of the King celebration 

Fall Schedule Resumes September 4! 
 

8 a.m.  Worship Rt. I 
9:15 a.m. Worship Rt. II 
9:15  a.m.  JAM 
9:30 a.m.  Adult Forum 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School   
  preschool-Senior High 
10:30 a.m. Worship Rt. II 
1:00 p.m.  Worship (Spanish) 


