
Fr
om

 t
he

 A
ss

oc
ia

te
 R

ec
to

r 

January 
2010 

POSTMARK 
The Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Glen Ellyn  

Finding a Way In 

 

The children in C.S. Lewis‘ story, ―The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe‖ find their way into Narnia 
through the back of a wardrobe. The three wise men find their way into Bethlehem, to Jesus, with the 
aid of a star. How do people find their way into St. Mark‘s? 
 
We can talk about ‗finding a way in‘ on a couple of different levels. First is the literal ‗way in.‘ At St. 
Mark‘s, there are eight different doors, eight different points of entry, eight ways into our building. For 
many of you who know the layout of St. Mark‘s as well as your own house, that‘s not a daunting piece 
of information; if your usual ‗way in‘ were blocked off, you could easily shift to another door, and still 
get to where you needed to go. New members and visitors face a rather more difficult challenge with 
all those entrances. During weekdays, many of the exterior doors are locked, to encourage visitors to 
come in through the office, so that the staff is aware of who is in the building (a matter of security and 
safety). But how does a visitor, faced with a locked door on the north side of the building, know to 
come around to the south side, where the office entrance is located? Even if the door they go to is 
open, how do they know where their event is taking place? And if they know the name of the room, 
how easily can they find their way to the sanctuary or Mahon Hall or the Library or Lehman Parlor? 
 
To try to address these issues, we‘re working on updating signage around the building, both outside and 
inside, to give people the information they need to find their way in. You can help, too. If you are 
hosting a group or an event which is likely to include new members or visitors, please be clear in your 
invitation about where you are meeting, and the best way to enter St. Mark‘s. You may also find it 
useful to create and post temporary signage, just for that day or evening, directing people through the 
facility to your location. Also, if you have suggestions or feedback about the more permanent signage 
around St. Mark‘s, please let me know your thoughts: associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
 
Beyond the literal – the physical entrances and exits – we can also think about the ways we invite 
people into the life of St. Mark‘s. Yes, notices of upcoming events are listed in the Postmark, on the 
narthex table, on bulletin boards and in the service leaflet announcements, but nothing quite equals a 
personal invitation. The next time you are talking with someone at coffee hour – whether the person is 
new to St. Mark‘s or just new to you – take a moment to think about what you‘re going to be doing at 
church that week (attending Evensong; going to the ornament exchange; singing in the choir; 
participating in Bible study, Blythe, Basement Boys or the Men‘s Group…) and ask them if they‘d be 
interested in attending with you. 
 
The roots of Christian hospitality run deep, grounded in the narrative of our Israelite forbears who 
were admonished to ―love the stranger,‖ recalling their own experience of being strangers in the land 
of Egypt. Each of us, at one time, needed help finding our way in to the building and the life of St. 
Mark‘s. Let‘s continue the tradition. 

Yours in Christ, 
Elizabeth+ 

January 
2010 
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On the Liturgy 
On January 28 the church commemorates the life of St. Thomas Aquinas (1224-1574), a medieval 
Dominican friar and theology professor.  The eldest son of a noble family, he was expected to be-
come the next Count of Aquino, but he perceived a call to the religious life.  He is considered to be 
one of the very finest minds in the history of both philosophy and theology, and his Summa  
Theologica is considered the single most important work in Christian theology.  He sought to rec-
oncile Christian doctrine with the finest resources of philosophy.  While he possessed a towering 
intellect, Thomas was also a very devout and faithful Christian, and is the author of several hymns, 
including ―Now My Tongue the Mystery Telling,‖ in our hymnal.   He was canonized by Pope John 
XXII in 1323 and is the patron saint of scholarship. 

David Fletcher  
David.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Gentle Yoga with Reeny 
In Mahon Hall 

Thursday mornings 
January 14 - March 25 
from 9:30 – 10:45 am 

 
Top Ten Reasons YOU should come: 

10.  Trying Yoga can be your New Year‘s Resolution. 

9. Yoga can increase body strength and flexibility, improve your 
circulation and release stress. 

8. You‘ll walk out of class feeling a little calmer, a little taller and a 
little lighter (physically and mentally). 

7.  All are welcome. 

6.  The 5 minutes of absolute relaxation at the end (Savasana). 

5.  Child care is offered! 

4.  You can say your prayers while doing your Sun Salutations. 

3. You‘re invited to stay for a cup of tea and conversation after 
class. 

2.  Yoga helps release toxins from the body. 

1.  Down Dogs are fun! 

 

Childcare provided. 

Childcare 
Provider 
Needed 

We are looking for 
applicants for the 

position of childcare 
worker.  We are in 

need of an individual 
to assist with 

childcare for our 
Thursday morning 

Winter/Spring YOGA 
class.  If interested, 

please contact 
Marsha Webster at 
childrensministry@s
tmarksglenellyn.org  

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Cathedral Shelter Christmas Baskets 
Results for 2009 

Thanks to all of you who sponsored, shopped, wrapped, packed, loaded, donated money for a family, or 
prayed for the success of this year‘s Cathedral Shelter Christmas Basket program at St. Mark‘s.  We had 
more participants (fifty-five St. Mark‘s families and individuals, plus the Daughters of the King) than 
families to sponsor and were able to serve sixty-eight families (including seniors and homeless) 
representing 130 people.  This is the same number of families as last year, but the average family size we 
drew was much smaller than in past years. 
 
In addition, some of those who missed out on sponsoring a Cathedral Shelter family learned of a local 
family of 7 in need, so three St. Mark‘s families provided a Christmas Basket for them. 
 
Boxes started arriving at church during the week prior to our pick up date of Saturday, December 12th.  
When the truck arrived, twenty St. Mark‘s volunteers led by Dan Conaway‘s great organizational skills 
moved 114 boxes from the library onto the truck.  All ages were represented by the morning‘s 
volunteers, with Bryce Taback coming in as the youngest box carrier. 
 
Thank you again for whatever form your participation took.  You have certainly made Christmas brighter 
and more comfortable for scores of people in need. 
 
To learn more about Cathedral Shelter of Chicago, one of St. Mark‘s core outreach organizations, and 
their mission, please visit their website at www.cathedralshelter.org. 

Ginnie Judd 

Wednesday, 12 noon Eucharist 
 
Nourishment for your soul, your body and your mind – all in one hour, each week. What could be better 
than that? 
 
Please join us for Eucharist, in the chapel, at 12 noon every Wednesday. Two Wednesdays a month, 
following the Eucharist, we will meet in the library to eat a sack lunch and discuss (overview) a different 
book of the bible. Please bring your lunch (coffee will be provided) and we will start our discussion 
immediately after the service . Please join us: 
     January 13th — Genesis 

     January 27th — Exodus 

     February 10th—Leviticus 

     February 24th — Numbers 



Children’s Ministry News 
Questions?  Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

 
Keeping God’s People Safe Training  
 St. Mark‘s will be hosting a Keeping God‘s People Safe training on Saturday, January 30th.   Level 
I Child Abuse Prevention Training is required of all Sunday School teachers, Children‘s Worship and 
Lamb‘s Chapel Leaders and Nursery Volunteers.  It will be offered from 9:00 a.m. – Noon.   
Because of the content and effective presentation, many participants from last year suggested that all 
parents should attend.  
 Level II training Leading and Caring for God‘s People will be offered from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  This 
training is required of paid staff and church personnel who administer programs, or serve as Wardens.  
Childcare will be provided.   Registration is open now by e-mail to 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
 
Treblefest 2010 
 Calling all singers, 4th grade through senior high!  Plan now to attend Treblefest with the St. 
Mark‘s Treble Choir on Saturday, February 20th, 2010.  This all day event takes place at St. James 
Cathedral and is a gathering of children and youth singers throughout the Diocese.  Details to follow.  We 
will begin preparing for Treblefest in January.  
 The new rehearsal time for Treble Choir will continue in 2010.  We will meet on Sundays, 11:25 
a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  
 
Choristers – All K – 3rd grade children 
 We resume our Wednesday rehearsals on Jan. 6th, 4:00 p.m.   We will continue learning musical 
concepts, exploring the singing voice, and working on anthems to sing in church.   New members are 
welcome!   
 
Cherub Choir – Preschool children 
 Our Cherub Choir rehearses every Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Preschool Sunday School room.    

Drop & Shop  
Saturday February 27th  

Hold the date! 
Come one, come all and drop your little ones for a fun morning of activities, crafts and a movie at St. 
Mark‘s  on Saturday Feb. 27th, 9am-1pm! What is a Drop & Shop? Well, it‘s a chance to get a few hours 
to yourself to shop, relax or finish that project around the house while your kids are safe and having fun. 
Adults, along with members of the 7/8th grade and high school youth groups, will be watching the 
children while you have fun, too. We have 25 slots open; please email Penny Taback at 
pennytaback@hotmail.com to reserve your space. There is no charge but a donation on the day of the 
Drop & Shop is recommended. Proceeds will go to the St. Mark‘s youth groups and the St. Mark's 
PreSchool. 

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:pennytaback@hotmail.com


St. Marksopoly Recap 
 

The Centennial Celebration and Fundraiser exceeded expectations in every way, passing Go in fun, 
attendance and financial benefit.  Thanks to generous donations from 65 business and contributions from 
over 100 parishioners, we were able to net $19,480 for St. Mark's.  Of this amount, $10,000 is pledged 
to this year's operating budget.  The remainder, when combined with other funds raised earlier in the 
year, totals another $10,000 that will go toward paying down the principal on our building loan and will 
be matched dollar for dollar by a match from the Diocese of Chicago. 
  
Many, many thanks to all who helped with the gala and made it such a memorable celebration of St. 
Mark's and our 100 years as a parish. 
  
- Elizabeth Lanzillo and Danna Gross 

   Cookie Decorating 
 

Have you been wanting to decorate some fabulous cookies but can’t seem 
to find the time to bake, let alone decorate? 
 
Women to Women (W2W) is hosting a fun January event ―Cookie Decorating‖ 
with parishioner Caroline McAlpine. Come and do what you love without all 
the fuss of the prep work. Cookies and frosting will be provided! Just come and decorate and enjoy good 
conversation with your friends and a quiet evening away from the hustle and bustle of daily life. Caroline 
will share some of her tips on frosting prep and decorating. 
 
Our theme for the evening will be winter and valentine cookies. You should be able to decorate 6 to 12 
cookies depending on your time frame. Although supplies will be provided, a $5.00 donation is sug-
gested. Additional cookies will be available on a first come first serve basis. Advance RSVP requested. A 
sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex. Sign-up no later than Sunday, January 17th. Childcare will be pro-
vided. 
 
We will meet  Wednesday, January 27th, 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm in Mahon Hall. Questions? Contact 
Kathleen Leid at ksrleid@gmail.com or (630) 835-7647.  

Calling All Musicians! 
Do you play a musical instrument?  The flute, oboe, trumpet, ocarina, theorbo, or shawm?  If so, please 
let us know.  Send your information to choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org.  Give us some idea of your 
level of proficiency, and we'll add your name to our list of parish musicians. 

mailto:ksrleid@gmail.com
mailto:choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org
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A History of Biblical Interpretation.  Eds. Alan J. Hauser and Duane F. Watson.  Grand Rapids, MI: 

William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. Volume 2, 2009.  570 pages.  $50.00. 

 Readers may have been anxiously awaiting this second volume (the first was published in 2003) 

which covers the periods of the Middle Ages and the Reformation (up to about A.D. 1600).  The 

editors have brought together a staff of writers who are specialists in their respective fields, and 

readers are treated to a survey of developments during this lengthy period. 

 An extended introduction and overview introduces the volume—a total of eighty five pages.  

One has mixed feelings about the length of this unit.  It was helpful in giving a summary of what is to 

come, but somewhat tedious.   It left one asking a lot of questions, which, of course, would not be 

answered until the reader comes to the individual discussions in chapters 2 through 16.  The editors 

do add a helpful chronology spanning the years from Josephus to Augustin Calmet, giving one the 

scope of the intervening history. 

 The contributors represent a range of theological and geographical orientations.  Of the 

seventeen writers, five are women.  There is relatively less attention given to the medieval period 

(chapters 2 through 5);  chapters 6 and 7 concern the text of the Tanak and the New Testament, 

respectively; the Scholastic  movement in the eleventh and twelfth centuries is discussed in chapter 8; 

and the majority, chapters 9 through 16, are analyses of the Renaissance and Reformation periods. 

 Chapter two lays a good foundation for the study, covering the period from 600 to 1100, and 

describes the basic assumptions about the Bible during that epoch.  First, ―it was first and foremost  a 

living word, a sacred force or energy that enlivens the church.‖  Second, ―all of sacred Scripture tells us 

an extended and ongoing story, the story of salvation.‖  Third, ―the many books of Scripture 

constituted, in reality, one book.‖  Finally, ―sacred  Scripture is a sophisticated text, requiring complex 

readings‖ (pp. 87-89).   

 For western Christian readers (who may be unfamiliar with either Jewish or Eastern Orthodox 

Interpretation), or for those unacquainted with textual criticism, chapters 3 through 7 may be a hard 

read.  Yet these are important areas to round out one‘s understanding of biblical studies.  After all, 

much of the content of Scripture was written by Jewish writers (the Gospel of Luke may be the only 

real exception), and the perspectives are varied, so we need to grasp as much as possible of this 

variety of writing.  Having said that, a great part of our Christian heritage—whether Protestant or 

Catholic—stems from the periods of the Renaissance and the Reformation. And the more elaborate 

treatment given here (in chapters 9 through 16) will be rewarding and profitable.  There are separate 

chapters on Luther, Melanchthon and Calvin, along with studies of groups such as the English 

Reformers, the Anabaptists, and the Catholic Reformation.  One may be heartened to see to what 

degree the various scholars/writers agree and disagree through the ages.  On the one side, there is 

virtual confession that the Bible is the Word of God, and stands as arbiter of our thoughts and 

behavior; on the other, that the Bible may be read and interpreted in a great variety of ways—none of 

which should be ignored or rejected.  The Bible may be read historically, doctrinally, theologically or 

topically; it may be read for personal profit, for teaching, for instruction and discernment, or all of 

these.  But in any case, it must be interpreted (and is) by any reader, and this is the burden of the book 

at hand. 

Rev. Dr. Walter M. Dunnett  
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Vestry Minutes for November 17, 2009 
 
1. Consent Agenda: Oct vestry minutes and budget questions were moved to the Discussion Agenda. 

minor corrections to October minutes; 

budget:  one question on proposed budget; budget will be dicussed again at December meeting, and voted-upon at 
January meeting. 

Motion for approval of consent agenda; approval granted unanimously. 

2. Rector‘s Report (read into record): 
The Rev. Paul-Gordon Chandler, rector of St. John‘s Church in Cairo, Egypt, gave a presentation on Muslim-Christian 
relations at St. Mark‘s on Nov. 11th.  He spoke eloquently about the role of Christ in Islam and the many commonal-
ities shared by Christians and Muslims.  Attendance of 30 included guests from the Ahmadiyya Community (Muslim) in 
Glen Ellyn. 

George Smith and Elizabeth Molitors attended the Wake Up Your Spirit breakfast for DuPage PADS on Nov. 4th.  
Carol Simler, executive director of PADS, announced the results of the St. Mark‘s pumpkin patch to the 200+ crowd. 

Culver Floyd, long-time member of St. Mark‘s, active in the 1960s and 70s died on Oct. 30th.   George Smith officiated 
at a service at Leonard‘s on Nov 4th. 

St. Mark‘s participated in Sleep Out Saturday on November 7th.  Eleven adults and youth slept in tents on the front 
lawn and raised over $300 for Bridge Communities. 
Brad Hugley was our guest organist for the first Friends of Music concert on Oct 25th.  

The 7/8th grade confirmation group hosted a UNICEF party on Oct 25th.  The amount raised for UNICEF is over 
$100. 

Over 15 men‘s coats were donated through a ―Trick or Treat for Coats‖ to St. Leonard‘s ministries. 
A memorial service for Verlin Deutscher was held at St. Mark‘s on Oct. 24th 
The Pumpkin Patch for PADS grossed over $15,000 between Oct.10 and Oct. 31.  Proceeds will go to PADS ($5,000) 
and the Native American growers in New Mexico ($10,000). 
Small group visioning meetings concluded in November.  A summary of the results is available on the St. Mark‘s web 
site:  www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
A survey about the vision for St. Mark‘s was mailed to all parish household on November 7th to be returned by Nov. 
16th. 

3. Strategy Session:  Leadership Strategy:  George 

Today‘s environment: chronic anxiety and lack of healthy leadership. 
Recommended reading:  Edwin H. Friedman ―A Failure of Nerve: Leadership in the Age of Quick Fix‖ – the first ingredient is 
to have a healthy SELF. 
 
Leadership in the Church is different from other areas of leadership; church is 

not-for-profit and volunteer-heavy; 

involves concepts of theology, mission and the meaning of life 
 
The health and future of St. Mark‘s depends on the health and effectiveness of its leaders; 

a rector-centered parish is vulnerable and has a weak base; 

strive for transparency 
work for accountability of leadership 

 
4. Giving Campaign update:  Joe 

As of today, $394,600 committed— $108K to reach our goal. 

111 renewing pledgers + 12 new = 123 pledges received. 
Second mailing went out:  148 new letters and follow-up calls on week of Dec 02. 

We are now at 68% of pledgers responded and 78% of dollars to goal, which is ahead of numbers this time last year. 
Unofficial notes by Daniel Conaway 
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Youth Update  
  

A big Thank You to all of the Senior High School youth who helped to cook, set up, serve and clean up 
after the dinner that followed the December Evensong on December 6th. Thanks, too, to the Senior High 
youth leaders – Ronnie and (unofficially) Ariana de Vries, Rachel and Chad Alcorn – for their leadership in 
getting this event organized. It was a great evening! 
  
Blythe and Basement Boys continue in the New Year! Come join the fun. This month, Blythe will meet 
January 6th, 13th and 27th; Basement Boys will meet on January 13th and 27th. 
  
Facebook and Texting - please help us communicate with you. We‘re trying to figure out the best way 
to communicate with the Middle School and High School Youth. If you are a member of Facebook, 
please consider adding the group ―Saint Mark‘s Glen Ellyn Senior High Youth‖ or ―St. Marks‘s Middle 
School Youth Group‖ to your profile – that way we can post events and event updates, and you‘ll get the 
information. Also, we would like to gather kids‘ cell phone numbers, in order to be able to text updates 
and reminders. If that is information you‘d be able share, please send the youth‘s name and number to 
Elizabeth Molitors at associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
  
Diocesan Events for Middle and High School: please see below information about Miqra – an event 
where the youth of the diocese will be reading the entire Bible over the course of the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. weekend, January 15th thru 18th. Reading won‘t take up all your time, though – there are 
workshops and lots of fun activities planned. Other diocesan events for youth in the coming months 
include: Happening #90 (for High School youth), March 5 - 7, 2010, at St. Chrysostom's, Chicago; and, 
New Beginnings #23 (for 6/7/8th grade youth), January 29 - 31, 2010, at St. John's, Flossmoor. If you‘re 
interested in any of these events, please contact Elizabeth Molitors for further information and/or the 
application and permission forms: associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org.    

 

The entire Bible will be read throughout Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Weekend (Jan 15-18). Readers will begin Friday 
morning, and the reading will end on Monday morning. 
Members of the Diocese are invited to stop by and listen 
throughout the weekend. Saturday, January 16th will be a 
diocesan day of workshops and worship built on the place 
the Bible holds in our common life. 
 

A YOUTH EVENT will kick off with the workshops on 
Saturday (including some geared for youth). We will stay 
overnight Saturday and Sunday, keeping the reading going 
and exploring the Bible through groups, games, movies, 
and worship. 

mailto:associaterector@stmarksglenelly.org
mailto:associaterector@stmarksglenelly.org
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Vestry Candidates 
We are pleased to announce the list of candidates selected by the Nominating Committee for the 2010 
election to St. Mark‘s Vestry.  Because two vestry members have moved away in 2009, we have a total of 
six candidates instead of the usual four. The by-laws of St. Mark's stipulate that, in addition to candidates 
presented by the Nominating Committee, additional nominations can be made by the parish at 
large.  Any nominations from the parish need to be submitted in writing to the Rector, signed by at least 
20 parishioners, at least 15 days prior to our Annual Parish Meeting on January 24, 2010. 
 

 
Dianne Dinse  
Hi, I'm Dianne Dinse and I think I would fulfill the role of "older" parishioner on the vestry.  That is 
probably true in more than one way.  I have been a member of St. Mark‘s for 50 years! It‘s hard to 
imagine. . . . Many of you were undoubtedly not even born!  In all that time there have been many 
rectors and many vestries.   I have been through:  the bazaars, rummage sales, ECW, women's guilds, and 
many wonderful and effective ministries . . .  in their time!  But times change, and the reason I feel 
privileged to be asked to run for vestry at this time is the positive, 
enthusiastic, effective and generally uplifting church that is St. Mark‘s 
now.   I attribute these values mainly to Fr. George's arrival.  To quote my 
son, Eric, who served as a member of George's search committee, "My 
best contribution to St Mark‘s in my lifetime was to participate in the calling 
of Fr. George to St. Mark‘s."  Of course, I heartily agree with my son and 
that is why I would feel honored to work for George's ministry at St. Mark‘s 
as a vestry member. 
 

 
Danna Gross  
I consider it an honor to be asked to serve on the vestry.  My family began attending four years ago.  We 
all immediately felt at home here.  I was raised in the Lutheran Church and my husband, Ken Gross, was 
raised a Roman Catholic.  Last April I was reconfirmed and Ken was received in the Episcopal Church. 
Ken and I have three children, Caitlin (18), Connor (12), and Delaney (8).  We have been living in Glen 
Ellyn since 2004. 
 

Throughout the years I have served in Children‘s Worship and worked on the St. Nicholas Luncheon.  
My children are active in the many youth programs that St. Mark‘s offers.  
Delaney is a Sunday School regular and a member of Choristers.  Connor is an 
acolyte, a member of the treble choir and a regular at Basement Boys and other 
seasonal activities.  As a 7th grader, Connor has recently started on his path 
towards confirmation. 
 

During the fall of 2009, I served on the St. Mark‘s Centennial Gala committee.  
Currently, I am a member of the Parish Life and Newcomers ministries.  I am 
also in my second year as a diocesan convention delegate. 
 
St. Mark‘s has provided our family with wonderful opportunities for spiritual and personal growth.  I am 
excited about the opportunity to give back to this vibrant community. 



Reeny Linstrom  
From the first moment we walked in the doors over ten years ago, my family felt instantly welcomed and 
at home at St. Mark‘s.  I am the wife of Jeff Linstrom and the mother of three, Sean (17), Patrick (15) and 
Cali (13).  Jeff has been very involved at St. Mark‘s serving as H.S. Sunday school teacher, both Junior and 
Senior Warden, co-chair of the PBS2 Campaign and is currently a Men‘s Group regular. 
I have taught Sunday school for four years and am currently coordinating the PADS 
Lunches program at St. Mark‘s.  Over the years, I have volunteered in small ways to 
support the church.   Whether it is teaching yoga on the women‘s retreat, shopping 
with my family for our Cathedral Shelter basket or chaperoning a St. Mark‘s Laser 
Tag youth outing, I have always served our parish community with a happy heart.   
This winter will mark the third year I will be offering a free gentle yoga class to St. 
Mark‘s parishioners.  Outside of church, I teach yoga at The Yoga Place and Prairie 
Yoga and view Yoga as a personal ministry to promote good health, healing, peace 
and wholeness among all people. 
 
Raised Catholic, I am blessed to be a member of the Episcopal church where I have 
met so many wonderful people, asked many questions, learned so much, and 
deepened my faith over the last decade.  I am excited to serve as Missions and Outreach Liaison for the 
Vestry and humbly offer my best to the Parish. 
 
Laurie Vanderlei 
I am honored to be a member of St. Mark‘s, whose members put such great emphasis on community 
outreach and developing relationships.   These are just a few of the tenets which strengthen my personal 
spiritual goals, and I look forward to contributing toward the Church‘s vision. 
 
Born and raised in the Roman Catholic Church, I found the Episcopal Church to be a better fit for me 

about 20 years ago.  Prior to finding a home at St. Mark‘s in 2006, my family and I 
were active members of the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation in Bloomingdale.  
While at Incarnation I was active as a lay reader, parish host, Sunday school 
teacher, holiday event coordinator, and on-site calligrapher, among other varied 
tasks.  Along with my husband, Russ, and our children Ben (17) and Olivia (13), we 
have truly found a home among friends at St. Mark‘s.  We all enjoy working with 
the PADS program and the People‘s Resource Center activities, and I plan to 
expand my comfort zone to include other adventures (like knitting a prayer shawl, 
which is WAY out of my comfort zone!) 
 
Although I have a degree in Wildlife Biology, I have nonetheless been employed by 

American Airlines for nearly 32 years, and currently hold the position of Manager, Flight Administration.  
My job has afforded us a great opportunity to do a lot of traveling, and we take advantage of this privilege 
when time and resources permit.  My ―after work‖ activities change as my children do, and in addition to 
coordinating various school activities, I have also been a Girl Scout Leader, a cheerleading ―coach Mom‖, 
and now serve on the West Chicago Wildcat Lacrosse board as website coordinator.  I am a self-
proclaimed ―creativity addict‖ and indulge my calling whenever I‘m inspired – scrapbooking, 
photography, sewing, crafts, jewelry. 
 
I remain anxious to learn from Fr. George and the rest of the vestry members as I strive to make a 
positive difference as a member of our vestry. 



Nancy Gier  
Richard and I have been members of St. Mark's since 1990, the year we settled here in Illinois. I'm originally 
from Chicago, but I had left this area for about 13 years. Our two sons, Witt and Darian, served as acolytes 
and were confirmed here at St. Mark's. I find the Episcopal church, and St. Mark's in 
particular, inviting and inclusive, something which is very important to me. In recent 
years, I have become more involved in parish life. I have served on a discernment 
committee, and presently I am part of missions and outreach, and I help out with 
communications. I see so many people at St. Mark's living their faith and what Christ has 
taught us, and I love being a part of that. I think that time will show us that, as a parish, 
we've entered a renewal and growth period. The physical church is also part of what 
attracted me to St. Mark's. I love the church's Gothic architecture and the traditional 
beauty of the sanctuary, especially the stained glass windows.   
 

Ben Maxon  
Ben Maxson, is an Account Executive for Critical Care Systems, a Medco Corporation.  He covers the 
Chicago and Detroit Medical Communities. He is a former High School Teacher, and sales trainer for Proctor 

and Gamble's pharmaceutical division and V.P. of Sales for Ivonyx Inc. 
He received his B.S. Degree in Communication and M.A. in Education from Loma Linda 
University, California  and pursued a Business Degree at Harvard, Boston and University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor.  He has been active in fund raising for the American Cancer Society, 
and various Hospitals and Medical Centers around the Country. He is a member of the 
Ernest Hemmingway Foundation, and gives tours at the Hemingway Birthplace several 
times a month,  sparking interest in "American Literature " and  encouraging people of all 
ages to read, and develop their writing skills.  Ben is an avid golfer, loves to fish and follows 

the Chicago Cubs and Detroit Tigers. This year he earned the prestigious "Presidents Club" award, reserved 
for the top 5% of Companies Sales Executives.  He is married to Pamela, and has three (3) step-daughters, 
Christy, Britttney and Alise. 
 

Gerald Carey  
I am retired from Western Illinois University where I taught for thirty-three years. I was primarily Professor of 
Music in Flute and flutist of the Camerata Woodwind Quintet. During my tenure I also taught music history, 
music appreciation, chamber music, and conducted the University Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra. Also 
during that time and I served as principal flute of the Quad City Symphony for twenty-nine years. As a still 
active and Lifetime member of the National Flute Association, I have served as President, 
Convention Program Chair for the New Orleans Convention, Member and Chair of the 
Board, General Competitions Coordinator, Exhibits Coordinator, and Program Book 
Editor. I was given the NFA Distinguished Service Award at the 2008 Convention—the 
fifth such award in the thirty-six years of the NFA. I am also a Lifetime member of the 
Chicago Flute Club, and have been a Board Member and Editor of the CFC newsletter, 
Pipeline. 
 
My wonderful wife Tanya and I celebrated our Fiftieth Anniversary in 2009. We have two 
daughters, two sons-in-law, and four extraordinary grandchildren. They all live in southern 
California. I grew up a Missouri Synod Lutheran and Tanya a Methodist. When we were courting we were 
both confirmed in St. Paul‘s Episcopal Church in Rochester, NY. Through the years our faith in God and the 
Episcopal Church has continually deepened. We moved to Glen Ellyn about nine years ago and searched for a 
church home. About three years ago we attended St. Mark‘s and met George Smith. We are blessed to have 
found the home we had been seeking. I am honored to have been asked to be a candidate for the Vestry. I 
believe wholeheartedly in St. Mark‘s direction and vision, and I pledge to use the knowledge and skills I have 
learned in my years of academic service, and guarantee my best efforts for St. Mark‘s. 



Annual Meeting 
 

Please mark your calendars for St. Mark‘s annual meeting which is scheduled for 

Sunday, January 24 
after the 10:30 a.m. service.  Nursery and children‘s activities will be provided for kids up through 7th 

grade.  (8th graders and older youth are encouraged to attend the annual meeting and learn more about 
what‘s going on at St. Mark‘s.)  Please plan to attend this special meeting where we will be discussing 
plans that will determine St. Mark's future   We will also vote in new vestry members as well as our 

wardens and a diocesan convention delegate.   
 

Please read the biographies of the nominees on pages 9-11. 
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