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Capital Campaign off to a Phenomenal Start 
 
 
―Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine.‖  

-Ephesians 3:20 
 
Something amazing happened at the March 14th kick-off dinner for our capital campaign: we 
surpassed our $600,000 goal before the campaign had even officially begun.  
 
How did this happen? We asked some people to give the campaign a running start. Because 
this is St. Mark‘s third campaign in a decade, we thought a few leadership gifts would be 
helpful to generate momentum. The response was beyond anything we had imagined.  
 
Now what? At that dinner, Fr. Smith charged us to consider a sacred question: ―What is God 
calling us to do with a result like this?‖ Over two-thirds of the parish have not yet been 
contacted, and everyone needs the opportunity to show their love and support to St. Mark‘s 
and to participate in securing our future. With God‘s help and with everyone‘s participation, 
we can go much further. 
 
What does this mean? Every time we pay down our debt, our monthly mortgage payments 
actually decrease. So the money we give today actually frees up operating funds next month. 
Using the $400,000 from pledge payments and the diocesan match, we have already reduced 
our monthly debt service from $15,300 to $12,600.  
 
How far can we go? That depends on each one of us. Part of our debt is a $137,000 
mortgage remaining on the Rectory. With a variable rate, this part of our debt is the least 
certain, but our strong start tells us we could pay it off before interest rates begin to rise. 
 
Additional debt reduction will make it possible to do some of the things we talked about 
during our "Visioning" process much sooner than we planned—adding resources for children‘s 
programs and office support. Let‘s see what God‘s power, working in us, will accomplish. 
 

 Julie Carson    Dick Anstee 
 Campaign Co-chair    Campaign Co-chair 
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On the Liturgy 

Eastertide.--The church is now in Eastertide, the Great Fifty Days. The Great Fifty Days continues until 
the day of Pentecost. The Great Fifty Days includes Ascension Day, the day the risen Lord ascended into 
heaven. Ascension Day is forty days after Easter, and is always on a Thursday.  
 
The Great Fifty Days have long been associated with certain liturgical customs. Symbols include the 
Paschal Candle, which is lit for every service, the liturgical color of white (except for Pentecost, which is 
red), and the use of flowers, particularly Easter lilies and anything else that speaks of beauty, spring, and 
new life. You will notice a distinctive feature of the lectionary readings: a reading from the Book of Acts is 
part of each Sunday‘s readings, telling us of the immediate impact of Christ‘s death and resurrection on 
his first followers.  
 
The Great Fifty Days have long been a central part of the liturgical year, and were in fact celebrated much 
earlier than was Christmas. Like the whole church year they have a clear purpose: to proclaim and to 
participate in the incarnation, life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. For several weeks we 
will rejoice in the Resurrection of our Lord. Alleluia! 
 
The Great Fifty Days include the Rogation Days. What are Rogation Days? Long before society had 
established Earth Day, the Church has had its own "Earth Days." In medieval times the three days before 
Ascension Day were set aside for prayer for the year's crops (rogare is Latin for "to pray"). The prayers 
were said in Spring because this time is crucial to the success of the year's harvest. Historically, prayers 
for fruitful harvest and industry were said in procession around the geographic boundaries of the parish.  
 
Rogation Days recognize our dependence on the earth and its goodness, reminding us that our faith is 
concerned with the basic matters of earthly life as well as with our eternal state. In modern times, the 
focus of Rogation Days has been expanded to include commerce and the stewardship of creation as well 
as agriculture. The prayers for Rogation Days can be found on pages 258 and 259 of the Book of 
Common Prayer.  
 
St. Mark‘s Day.--April 25 is the feast day designated for our Patron, St. Mark the Evangelist. Mark was a 
young disciple of Jesus, and may have been the son of the woman in whose home the Last Supper was 
celebrated. Although he accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey he turned back 
(Acts 15:36-40), and the angry Paul refused to allow Mark to go on the next journey. This breach was 
later healed, and Mark became close to Paul while in Rome. He also was so devoted to Peter that Peter 
refers to him as "my son Mark." (I Peter 5:13). From Peter he is believed to have drawn much of the 
information for the Gospel of Mark. The Orthodox churches claim him as the first bishop of the Church 
of Alexandria, Egypt. His symbol is the winged lion, which appears on our parish logo and on a striking 
modern sculpture in the sanctuary. 
 

-David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 
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Adult Forum 
This year in Track One we have explored "Human Values in the 21st century." Track Two, in the 
library explored the role of women in the church, early church heresies, liturgy and the Bible. Our 
joint Lenten study on understanding the "Seven Deadly Sins" in contemporary, relativistic American 
culture finished on Palm Sunday when we considered the suffering church in hostile and conflict-
ridden areas of the world. In the weeks following Easter we will be exploring the Episcopal church's 
Christian Mission at home and globally, featuring speakers on the history of the modern missionary 
movement all the way to presentations from our own Missions and Outreach Commission on St. 
Mark's outreach to the community, the nation and the world. Newcomers: we'd love to have you 
come by! Mahon Hall 9:20 to 10:15; Coffee is available. 

   Myrna Grant  
myrna.grant@wheaton.edu / 630-668-7252 

Spring Cleaning 
  

Time for spring cleaning and you don‘t know what to do with all those excess office supplies? 
 
The church office accepts all office supply donations. New, used, or recycled -- your office manager has made 
an art of thrift and is eager to take your excess inventory off your hands. 
 
Just drop off the items at the church office and feel the satisfaction of knowing you assisted in the financial 
health of our church. 
 
Other ‗wish list‘ items include – 

 iPod docking station with speakers 
 Color desktop copier/printer 

Dale e Byrnes / Office Manager 
frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org 

UTO Blue Box Collection April 11th! 
 

Thank you for your UTO prayers and spare change collection. 
Please bring your little blue box to church on Sunday, April 11th for our 
ingathering. 100% of our change goes to Episcopals helping Episcopals 
locally, nationally, and internationally. If you miss our collection date, 
please bring your blue box to the Church office during the next week. 
Contact Elizabeth Lewis @ 630-790-5635 with any questions you may 
have. 



Page 4 

April 2010 

Children’s Ministry News 
Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

 
YOUTH INTERNSHIP POSITION – Attention Incoming High School and College Students! 
Interested in beefing up your college application resume while serving your parish? Need something to do 
while you‘re between work shifts this summer? Consider applying for the summer youth internship position at 
St. Mark‘s. This internship is a great way to gain experience in organizing and planning events, writing, working 
with Microsoft Publisher, Word and Excel, handling telephone calls, etc., etc. Tessa Dunham was our intern in 
2009 and she was an invaluable part of our Summer Mission Camp and Vacation Bible School teams. This 
position will report to Marsha Webster, Director of Children‘s Ministry. Contact Marsha at 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org for more information and to apply. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SAVE THE DATE!! 
VBS this year will take place August 2nd – 6th, 9:30 – Noon. Pre-registration for campers and volunteers will 
begin in late April.  
 
Bible Stories for Parents… 
Do you know what your children are doing in Sunday School? Join Pastor Robin on April 11th and May 
2nd at 9:30 a.m. in St. Mark‘s Café for a 30 minute overview of the stories your children are hearing this 
month. She will share the essence of each story with cultural background as well as anticipate what 
questions each age child might be asking. No need to register or even leave the coffee area! Reinforce 
the Sunday school lesson with family discussion. Encourage your own interest in Bible exploration. 
Spend time with other parents discussing Christian child rearing! 
 
Calling all Parents of Children, incoming (in 2010) grades K – 6th  
Please join us on Sunday, May 2nd, during the 9:15 Education Hour as we make plans for our children‘s 
education program for 2010 – 2011. We want your input on our curriculum and teaching model. What is the 
purpose of Sunday School? What are your children learning? What do you want them to learn? Are they 
engaged with Sunday School? We want to make the most out of the time we set aside each week for our 
children‘s faith formation. Help us plan the future for this important ministry! 
  
CHICAGO DIOCESE SUMMER CAMP  
Looking for quality day camp options for your children or youth? The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago is offering 4 
choices for summer camp: 
Session I  June 27th – July 2nd ―Mixed Age Camp‖ for incoming 3rd through 7th graders 
Session I June 27th – 29th ―Introduction to Camp‖ for incoming 2nd and 3rd graders 
Session II July 4th – 9th ―Middler Camp‖ for incoming 3rd – 7th graders 
Session III July 11th – 16th ―Jr. High and High School Camp‖ for  incoming 7th – 10th graders  
 
Accommodations are at the YMCA Camp Algonquin. Camp brochures are still available on the table in the 
narthex. Additional information and registration forms can be found at www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-
camp . The fees for full week camps are $550 until May 15th. The fees for the Introduction to Camp will be 
$300 if paid by May 15th.  

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
http://www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-camp
http://www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-camp
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Walkers Needed! 
St. Mark‘s is participating again in this year‘s Glen Ellyn/Wheaton CROP Hunger Walk which 
steps off at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 2 from Gary United Methodist Church in Wheaton. Last year, 
walkers from 16 local churches (28 walkers from St. Mark‘s) united to take a stand against 
hunger in our world and raised over $32,000. Participants can choose to take a 2-mile or a 6-
mile route. Walkers need sponsors; sponsors can donate online at http://bit.ly/
stmarkscrophungerwalk. Funds raised go to local agencies as well as Church World Service. 
Contact Paul Flynn at (630) 942-8152 or flynn@standfordalumni.org.  

After Hours for Moms 
~ occasional fun evenings for mothers with kids of any age ~ 

 

Calling all mamas raising children of any age, you are invited to attend several "after hours" evenings 
geared especially for you! This month we are hosting our next After Hours event: "Ladies Night Out 
Organizing Workshop" on Wednesday, April 28 at 7 pm in the parish library. We‘ll mingle for 1/2 hour 
with light fare and drinks and begin the program at 7:30. This workshop will be a fun night out for the 
ladies to test your ―Organizing IQ‖ and learn the basics of how to organize anything. The workshop will 
focus on organizing the home for busy families and will include a hands on exercise for the class, favorite 
organizing products, before and after photos for ideas and inspiration as well as an ―ask the organizer‖ 
segment. Professional organizer Jamie Martin of Destination Organization will be our speaker. Please 
plan to join us! A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex as RSVP is required. A $3.00 donation is suggested. 
Contact Caroline McAlpine with any questions at (630) 858-7008 or c_mcalpin@hotmail.com. 

Mother's Day Roses  
Help Support 2010 Mexico Mission Trip  

 
Don't forget to get your beautiful Mother's Day Roses! They will be 
available for purchase at St. Mark's on Saturday morning, May 8, and 
Sunday morning, May 9 (Mother's Day). Proceeds will go to the 2010 
Mexico Mission Trip.  
 
Contact Kim Reed 
kimreed@wowway.com / 630-545-0662 

mailto:c_mcalpin@hotmail.com
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NOVA 
(“Nurturers of the Very Active”)  

If you have small children and are looking to connect with other moms, join NOVA each week on Thursday 
mornings as we mix it up with play outings with the kids and activities just for the moms. Check out what is 
going on this month: 
 

April 8  - "Play: How it Shapes the Brain" Book Review. If you have ever wished for a justification to let your 
child play, rather than sign him or her up for yet one more class, come join us as we review Stuart Brown's 
book "Play". His groundbreaking research exposes the myth of play being opposite of work as well as how the 
health and viability of our children and our society depend on allowing free play at home, as well as in 
school. Also, we‘ll look ahead at NOVA's calendar for the coming year. Bring your ideas and topics and we‘ll 
put it together! 
 

April 15  - Cosley Zoo. Please join us for our first spring outing to Cosley Zoo at 9:30. We‘ll visit the new baby 
animals, followed by a picnic lunch at 11:00 in the tree-lined picnic area. Rain Out Plan: Baby Animals Craft in 
Mahon Hall 
 

April 22  - Container Gardening Event. Master Gardener Carol Strelecky/Sherby will show us how even the 
novice gardener can create and maintain attention-grabbing containers when a few basic principles are 
applied. We‘ll meet in the library at 9:30. Bring your kids and let the sitters engage them in play while you enjoy 
this fun spring event that is open to all women of the church. A $3.00 donation is suggested for this fun event. 
A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex until Sunday, April 18th as advance RSVP is requested. Please join us! 
Questions? Contact Elizabeth Lanzillo eschnell@wowway.com or (630) 545-9677. 
 

April 29  - Steelroots Explore at the Arboretum. We‘ll head to the beautiful Morton Arboretum to explore 
the new artful and magnificent Steelroots sculptures. These 14 soaring abstract tree root sculptures, some up 
to 40 feet, are featured along a half-mile walk through magnificent evergreens in the Conifer Collection. We‘ll 
walk, around, under and through the sculptures with our kids. If time permits we‘ll go to the Children‘s Garden 
for more fun followed by a picnic lunch. Questions or to find us that day, call Rebecca Boskovic at 
630.965.0597. Rain Out Plan: Earth Day Craft in Mahon Hall 

St. Mark’s Second Annual 
Children's Toy, Book and Clothing Resale 

Fall 2010 
 

Start saving your gently used children's and teen items! We will begin collecting in May and continue throughout 
the summer months. 

Look for specific drop-off dates in the bulletin in late April and in the next issue of the Postmark. 
Thank you! 

The St. Mark's Preschool Committee 
 

Questions, contact Cindy Flynn notnowkato@gmail.com or Kim Reed kimreed@wowway.com. 

mailto:notnowkato@gmail.com
mailto:kimreed@wowway.com
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Creativity Corner  
Starts April for 6 Fun-Filled Sessions -- You Can Still Sign Up 

 
Creativity Corner, a fun fine arts class for 3 and 4 year olds, is returning for a spring session. The hour-
long classes will be held on Wednesday afternoons at 1 pm, and the first of six sessions will begin April 7 
and go through to May 12! Our Creativity Corner arts teachers, Marsha Webster, Reeny Linstrom, and 
Kathy O'Rourke, will continue using the Reggio Emilia philosophy in planning and teaching these classes, 
classes that are a preview of what we anticipate for the St. Mark's Preschool, scheduled to open Fall 
2010. For more information email creativitycorner@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

St. Mark's Preschool Opens September 14 
Spaces are Limited! 

 
Sign up on the Interest List now at preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org 
 
Updates: 

Our St. Mark's Preschool Board is in place. 
We will soon unveil our new logo. 
Classrooms will be beautifully furnished and supplied. 
We are very excited to soon have our staff in place and ready for your wonderful children. 

 
Reminders: 

For the first year, we will offer one class for 3 and 4 year olds on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
from 9:15 am to 11:30 am. 

Enrollment is on a first come first serve basis.  
Upon licensing approval from DCFS, we will ask for a $75 deposit. 
Cost will be $250 a month (nine months) or a total of $2,250 per year.  
We offer a discount for siblings. 

 
Contact Kim Reed and Cindy Flynn at preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org 

mailto:creativitycorner@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Youth Update: 
 
Upcoming Events for 6/7/8th grade youth: 
 

Blythe and Basement Boys continue to meet in April and May 
Blythe: April 7th, 14th, 21st; May 5th, 19th, 26th 
Basement Boys: April 7th, 21st; May 5th, 19th 

Confirmation for 8th grade youth takes place on Saturday, May 15th at St. John’s, Naperville. 
Confirmands meet with the bishop at 10am, and the service begins at 11am. 

 
 
Upcoming Events for High School youth: 
 
Please block out Saturday, April 17th for Paintball at Promised Land Paintball park in Trevor, Wisconsin. This 
will be an all-day event, leaving St. Mark‘s at 8 a.m. and returning at around 6 p.m. Adult volunteers are also 
needed to accompany the youth. Sign-up sheets are available in Room 203 on Sunday morning or on the 
narthex table.  
 
For more information contact  
  Elizabeth Molitors at associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org / 630/858-1020 x226  

Parents’ Day Out 
Child Care Program 

 

PDO‘s purpose is to provide loving, competent care for preschool children from 2 years of age through 4+. 
We believe children can benefit from time away from their home routine by meeting and playing with other 
children in a loving and caring environment. Likewise, parents have a need for some time away from their 
children. 
 

Registration begins: 
Monday, April 5 for St. Mark‘s parishioners. 
Monday, April 12 for returning families. 
Monday, April 19 for new families. 

 
Registration packets can be picked up from the St. Mark‘s office  
   or by contacting Kathy O’Rourke at 630-790-1229 / PDO@stmarksglenellyn.org 

mailto:associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org
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For more information contact: 
The Rev. Elizabeth Molitors 630/858-1020 x226 or associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org 

$20 per registration – includes snacks, curriculum materials and T-Shirt 
(campers will need to bring a sack lunch daily) 

 

Campers will receive a schedule in July with meeting locations for each day  

(either Faith Lutheran Church, First Congregational Church, or St. Mark’s Episcopal Church). 

 
===============================================================  

Registration Form—Deadline May 30, 2010 

Return form and registration fee  
to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

(checks payable to St. Mark’s, memo: Jr. Mission Camp) 
 

Family Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________  
Full Address  ______________________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone Number  ___________________________________________________________________________________________  
Emergency Contact and Phone Number  ________________________________________________________________________  
Mission Camper #1: Name:  ________________________________________________________  Grade:  __________________  
Mission Camper #2: Name:  ________________________________________________________  Grade:  __________________  
Note your child’s special needs or food allergies here: 
 

 

Junior Mission Camp 
 

July 12-16 from 9 AM - 3 PM 

 

For those entering 6th-8th grade in the 2010-11 school year 

Working to create Lasting Change in our community 
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
393 N. Main Street, Glen Ellyn 

 in conjunction with youth from both 

Faith Lutheran Church First Congregational Church  
535 Forest Avenue, Glen Ellyn 41 N. Park Boulevard, Glen Ellyn 

 
**We need parent helpers everyday** 

Please choose a day and take part with your child. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

      Preference of Day  ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 to  

 participate in the Mission Projects.   
 
Signature of parent or guardian  _____________________________________________________   Date:  ________________  
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Vestry Meeting Highlights  
February 16, 2010 

 

Rector‘s Report: 
A memorial service for Dorothy Peterson was held on Saturday, Feb. 13th. Dorothy had lifelong 
connections to St. Mark‘s; her parents were parishioners, and there are three generations of her 
descendants who are current members of St. Mark‘s. 
George attended the inaugural sermon of Robert Bottoms, interim dean at Seabury-Western on 
Feb 11th. Bottoms is the retired president of DePauw University. 
A memorial service for Virginia Whiting was held on Feb 8th. Virginia and her late husband were 
members of St. Mark‘s since the 1960s. Her children, now all out-of-state, also grew up attending 
St. Mark‘s. 
Mia Jeanne Fanter, daughter of Tom and Carin Fanter, was baptized on Sunday, February 7th. 
Terri Mathes, our consultant for the Capital Campaign, conducted training for volunteers on Feb. 
6th-7th. 
George attended the ordination of deacons service at St. James Cathedral on Saturday, Feb 6th.  
Keeping God‘s Safe training was held at St. Mark‘s on Saturday, Jan 30th with participants from St. 
Mark‘s and others from around the diocese. Kathleen Leid conducted the training. 
An information session on the St. Mark‘s preschool was held on Thursday, Jan 28th at 7 p.m. and led 
by Kim Reed, Cindy Flynn and our consultant, Amy Kalten. Nine prospective families attended the 
meeting and were given a tour of the space that the preschool will use this fall. There are sixteen 
families who have indicated interest in the new preschool. 
The St. Mark‘s annual meeting was held on Sunday, Jan 24th. The meeting included a presentation 
on the need for a Capital Campaign to reduce amount of our mortgage debt. Kim Reed gave an 
overview of the events of the past ten years, including construction of the new parish hall, 
departure of many members in 2004 and growth in programs and membership in recent years. 
Dick Anstee presented information about the financial situation with projections for the next 
several years. David Funck spoke about the need to conduct a capital campaign and the underlying 
work that has been done so far. 

 

Capital Campaign: Dick Anstee, Julie Carson, and Ginnie Judd: 

Ginnie: coordinator / data entry 
There are 28 people trained now by Terri Mathes, and nine more will be trained in March. 
The ―advance call list‖ is the first group of 100 families to be contacted. 
There will be another 90 or so in the second group, which will begin after the banquet. 
Webpage is going now with Q&A. 

Dick: co-chair 
brochure tells the story, as presented at the annual meeting. 
team leaders are already at work: Jeff Linstrom, Rebecca Boscovic, Andrew Dorn, and Ellie 
Dunham; 
estate-planning question will also appear on pledge-card: Bob Lewis will advise all who are 
interested; 
contributions will be able to be completed by ACH transaction, DTC stock-transfer, or on website. 
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Vestry Minutes, cont’d 
 

Julie: co-chair 
if you haven‘t been contacted, we want to visit and collect your pledge-card; 
kickoff March 14: dinner after Evensong, with Bishop attending: Julie Walor and Kim Toliver 

organizing;  
Terri suggested YouTube videos; Ellie‘s son will be assisting and producing; 
Jan Novak and Virginia Vagt are spiritual leaders, composing prayers. 

Vestry business: 
Resolution to elect Treasurers (Dick Anstee and Bill Novak), Chancellor (Bob Lewis), and Vestry 

Clerk (Daniel Conaway) for 2010: moved and approved unanimously. 
Resolutions to allow the designation of 2010 compensation to The Rev. Elizabeth Molitors and 

The Rev. George D Smith III as ―IRS parsonage allowance‖: moved and approved unanimously. 
Resolution asked-for by Kim Reed and the Mexico trip team: to ―acknowledge the parish‘s support 

of ‗Adopting A Priest‘ in our companion Diocese of Southeast Mexico; and, specifically, to support The 
Rev. Daniel Cordero, newly-ordained priest of Iglesia San Marcos in Nigromante, with half of his 
salary, in the amount of $2500, with funds raised for the Diocese of Southeast Mexico‖: moved and 
approved unanimously. 

Commission of Lydia Smith as ―Youth Representative to the Vestry‖ for 2010. 
 

Unofficial notes by Daniel Conaway 
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Join the St. Mark’s Community for Easter 
 

Saturday, April 3rd  
  7:30 p.m.  Easter Vigil followed by a reception. 
 

Sunday, April 4th 
  9:00 a.m.  Rite II Eucharist 

Nursery care, Lamb’s Chapel and Children’s Worship offered for infants through first 

graders. Egg hunt follows the service, on the front lawn, weather permitting. 
 

11:15 a.m.  Rite II Eucharist with brass and adult choir 

Nursery and Children’s Worship offered for infants through first graders. Egg hunt follows 

the service, on the front lawn, weather permitting. 


