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New Sunday Schedule to Begin on August 29 
 

When the fall program year begins on Sunday, August 29th, St. Mark’s will be adding a third worship 
service to our schedule. Service times will be 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday School and an 
adult formation hour will take place from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. If you like our current worship 
schedule with services at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., then you’ll like the new schedule since those times will 
not have changed. If you’ve been looking for a service in the 9 o’clock hour, here it is. As with any 
change, it will take some adjusting and getting used to. The exciting thing about having three services is 
that there will be many more options that will appeal not only to our existing membership but to 
newcomers as well. Here is a brief overview of the new schedule: 
 

8:00 Worship (Rite I) – a 45 minute service with some music, including a concluding hymn. 
 Nursery – begins at 7:50 a.m. and is offered throughout the morning. 
9:00 Bible study or formation series – hour-long formation offering for adults. 
9:15 Worship (Rite II) – a 50-55 minute service with children’s choir, hymns and other music. 
 Children’s Worship and Lamb’s Chapel offered for young children. 
10:15 Sunday School (K-12) and adult classes – one hour of formation for all ages. 
 St. Mark’s Café open from 10:15 to 11:15. 
10:30 Worship (Rite II) – a 60-70 minute service; adult choir, traditional hymns and other 

 music. At 11:15 a.m. Sunday School children will join their parents either in worship or at the 
coffee hour in Mahon Hall. 

11:15 Coffee hour begins in Mahon Hall for Sunday School and adult formation participants. 
11:30  Coffee hour continues with those joining from the 10:30 a.m. service. 

 

The reasons for adding a third service are many. The 10:30 a.m. service has been getting crowded, 
especially in the back of the church where newcomers and visitors often prefer to worship. We want to 
be welcoming and having three services will mean more pew space and room for growth. Three service 
options combined with two adult formation times and Sunday School at 10:15 a.m. will provide more 
options for more people. Those who have wanted to see an overlap with worship and Sunday School 
will have that opportunity. Those who want a predictable under-one-hour service will be pleased with 
the 9:15 a.m. format. 
 

One significant concern about adding a service is that it could have an impact on our community feeling. 
The new morning schedule addresses this by offering a continuing coffee hour beginning at 11:15 a.m. 
where people who attend the 9:15 a.m. service and Sunday School will meet up with those who have 
been to the 10:30 a.m. service. Having more options will mean that more people will be at St. Mark’s, in 
classrooms, hallways and the sanctuary. I think we will all feel a wonderful sense of vibrant community. 
 

Look for more details about the new service schedule in e-mails, the web site, mailings and in the 
Sunday bulletin. If you have any questions or comments, please contact any member of the vestry, the 
wardens, Elizabeth Molitors or me. 

Yours in Christ,       George+ 
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On the Liturgy 

In Acts 2:42, we read this description of the early church: ―They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. That was, however, only, until summer came, at 
which time they dispersed and were never seen again until the fall programs started up.‖ Actually, that latter 
part is not what the Scripture says. Although many people have travel plans and other activities in the summer, 
joining together for worship at St. Mark’s should be a high priority as well. We all need one another to be 
present throughout the summer so that our worship can be as vibrant as during the school year. 
 
On June 22, the Anglican Communion recalls with gratitude the first Christian martyr of Britain. This martyr 
was an unlikely person to give his life for Christ; he was Alban, a tough, world-weary Roman soldier stationed 
in one of the most far-flung outposts of the Empire, Britain. Alban one day sheltered a priest who had run to his 
home for protection during one of the Empire-wide Roman persecutions of Christians. Instead of reporting him 
to his superiors, Alban listened to this man of God tell him of Jesus Christ, and Alban immediately committed 
his life to the Lord. Soon other soldiers came looking for the priest, but they arrested Alban, who donned the 
priest’s cloak. Even under threat of death Alban would not recant his new faith in Christ, so he was taken away 
to be beheaded and to become Britain’s first martyr. The second martyr was the first soldier assigned to 
execute Alban, who himself converted to Christ after hearing Alban’s testimony, and the third was the priest, 
surrendering in hopes of sparing Alban’s life. So, in 304, three Christian men were executed and buried, at the 
site where now stands St. Alban’s Cathedral.  
 
The Collect for St. Alban’s day is as follows: Almighty God, by whose grace and power your holy martyr Alban 
triumphed over suffering and was faithful even unto death: Grant to us, who now remember him with 
thanksgiving, to be so faithful in our witness to you in this world, that we may receive with him the crown of 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen 

-David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Mini-Recitals for Summer 
  
Once that summer heat arrives you might want to spend more time sitting in the comfortable coolness of a St. 
Mark's air-conditioned pew. So while you're sitting there, how about some music? 
  
This summer we're going to present three mini-recitals for organ prior to the later service. Each program 
would begin at 9:55 a.m. and end about 10:25 a.m., just in time for the 10:30 a.m. Eucharist. The dates and 
performers are as follows: 
  
June 22 - Marsha Webster 
July 25 - Charles Snider 
August 22 - Mark Edwards (Baker Memorial UMC, St. Charles) 
  
Come early, grab a good seat and avoid the heat! 
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Reflections from two of our newest Confirmands 
 

In celebration of having made an adult affirmation of their faith, the 8th grade confirmands served in a variety of 
roles at the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services on Sunday, May 16th, including readers, acolytes, ushers, chalice 
bearer, and subdeacon; two confirmands offered reflections about confirmation and their faith at the sermon 
time. Following are those reflections, the first from Jocelyn Briones and the second from Sawyer Hill: 
 
 
Hi, my name is Jocelyn Briones. I was confirmed yesterday at St. John’s in Naperville. Throughout this whole 
experience I have learned so much. I learned that confirmation was when you renewed the vows that were 
made to you when you were baptized. I also had a lot of fun along the way by taking part in many different 
service projects. I had worked at P.A.D.S and had a lot of fun helping all the people that went there. The 
people that went there were really amazed that a group of teenage girls were helping at P.A.D.S on a Sunday 
night when we could have been at home doing homework or hanging out with friends. I really liked how it 
made me feel all happy that I was helping others who are in need. I also helped at the Peoples Resource 
Center. It was always really loud and busy with people. I had so much fun helping the other staff translate what 
they wanted to say to the Latino families that came through. It also was fun to work at VBS. There are so many 
kids that go and its fun to get to know them. It’ also fun to help them in every activity we do. So, what I really 
enjoyed about this whole confirmation was all the service projects we have done over the year. And that’s one 
of the things that Bishop Lee talked about that that’s part of being a Christian- serving people. This whole 
experience has been long but I have learned so much and will value this experience FOREVER! 
 
 
I’m Sawyer Hill and I was confirmed yesterday with the 8th grade class. My school is probably is 90% Catholic 
and I have always been the one with the funny named religion. I have been Episcopalian all my life. The 
daughter of an Episcopal priest, I have been a member of at least four (if not more) churches in my lifetime. As 
a result of all these parishes, church has always been an important part of my life. I can honestly say that if I 
hadn’t moved parishes so much, I would not have the same view on religion. Churches with 200 members, 
churches an hour away, church in strip malls, I have truly been to a variety. Oftentimes I am asked how my 
church is different than Catholic churches. Generally my reply is the same, ―We don’t have a pope.‖ It always 
works, too. Upon thinking upon it, though, why is it different? What makes it different? This was the question I 
was searching for an answer to, through confirmation: why the Episcopal Church is different. After some 
thought I came up with not only why it was different, but why I felt it was my spiritual home: its openness. ―All 
are welcome.‖ That sums it up. Church has always been a place of free expression for me. No hiding. Only 
God is judging you here. In the Episcopal Church you aren’t turned away for race, gender, or sexual 
orientation. You are seen for what you are, and, frankly, what everyone is, a child of God. Now it may not be 
that simple out in the world. ―May you serve the Lord in thought, word, and deed.‖ Yesterday, before the 
confirmation service, Bishop Lee was giving the confirmands a talk. He focused greatly on spreading God 
through what you do, not what you say. To me, your deeds make you a Christian. Your actions are what make 
up your character. Every day, people face discrimination and hardship, but how could I hear God calling me if I 
didn’t have a spiritual home? How could I ultimately help others? I couldn’t. To be able to even think about 
helping others, I need a steady home. One that doesn’t see any creed. Church is not the place where I need to 
hide. It should not be the place where you are being judged. God doesn’t judge you in that manner; so why 
should others? ―The Episcopal Church welcomes you.‖ Yet another phrase used. These words I have found to 
be correct. This welcoming is why I feel at home. No qualifications. Just come. Everyone is welcome no matter 
what. So I have at least answered one of many questions. I know where I will continue my spiritual journey, and 
that is in the place that welcomes everyone. The place I call my spiritual home. 
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NOVA (“Nurturers of the Very Active”)  
Weekly outings for moms of young children (infants to age 6) 

  
Weekly Summer Fun at Lake Ellyn. This summer you can find us every Thursday morning at 9:30 am for play 
dates at this beautiful shaded park by the lake. The park features amenities for both tots and older children 
including multiple swings, a see-saw, several slides, a walking bridge, monkey bars and a sand pit. Take a stroll 
down the walking trail that winds around the lake or let the kids run free through the expansive grassy knolls. 
The boathouse offers clean, convenient bathrooms and a drinking fountain. Pack your lunch and we’ll picnic 
afterwards in the shaded picnic area. In case of rain or to find us, call the St. Marks office at (630) 858-1020. 

After Hours for Moms 
Occasional fun evenings for mothers with kids of any age 

 
Girls Night Out. Join us as we enjoy a summer evening of fellowship at the home of parishioner Amy Rooke. 
We’ll meet on Wednesday, June 30th at 7:15 pm at 336 Kenilworth Avenue in Glen Ellyn. Bring a dish or drink 
to share. Please RSVP to Amy Rooke no later than Sunday, June 27 at amykrooke@mac.com or (630) 487
-1964. 

St Mark’s 2nd Annual 
Children’s Clothing, Toy, Book, and Sporting Good Sale 

Saturday, September 25 from 8 am to 2 pm 
in Mahon Hall 

(free entry and open to the public) 
 

  Resale Preview PartyResale Preview Party   
Friday, September 24 from 6:30-8:30 pm 

$10 admission for Party 
Be the first to shop the sale with friends and enjoy hors d'oeuvres while you bargain hunt 

 

We are currently accepting donations of children's items! 
For donation drop-off Info, please contact 

 

 Penny Taback, pennytaback@hotmail.com, Kim Reed kimreed@wowway.com or  
Cindy Flynn, notnowkato@gmail.com  

 
All proceeds benefit the St. Mark's Preschool 

Thanks for your support! 

mailto:amykrooke@mac.com
mailto:pennytaback@hotmail.com
mailto:kimreed@wowway.com
mailto:notnowkato@gmail.com
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St. Mark's Preschool on Schedule to 
Open September 14! 

You can still sign-up on the Interest List at 
preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What's New: 

Classrooms are beautifully furnished and supplied! 
Our staff is in place: 
Director/Teacher -- Meghan Kaplan 
Teachers -- Ann Hoffman and Savannah Stewart 
Preschool Information: 
For the first year, we will offer one class for 3 and 4 year olds on 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:15 am to 11:30 
am. 

Enrollment is on a first come first serve basis.  
Upon licensing approval from DCFS, we will ask for a $75 deposit. 
Cost will be $250 a month (nine months) or a total of $2,250 per 

year.  
We offer a discount for siblings. 
Scholarships available. 

  Coming Up - June Registration! 
  

Preschool Start Date – September 14 
(Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 9:15 - 11:30 a.m.) 

  
Meet our wonderful staff: 

Meghan Kaplan, Director/Teacher 
Ann Hoffman, Teacher 

Savannah Stewart, Teacher 
  

For the 2010 school year, we will have one classroom of 15 children,  
a mixed group of three and four year olds. 

  
For more information, email 

     preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Creativity 
Corner 

 

Creativity Corner Spring 
Session went swimmingly! 
Thank you to our teachers 
Reeny Linstrom, Kathy 
O'Rourke, and Marsha 

Webster for another fun-filled 
arts session with our children! 
Stay tuned for the possibility of 
more sessions next school year! 

mailto:preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Children’s Ministry News 
  

Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 
 

Thank you St. Mark’s Teachers and Children’s Volunteers 
 
Congratulations and thank yous are in order for the many volunteers who keep our children’s ministries 
running smoothly. We simply could not operate without them…A big round of applause goes to this year’s 
teachers: 

Eric and Caroline McAlpine, Jennifer Bergmann – Preschool 
Jen Grant and Jen Chavez – K-1st grade 
Michele Gorman and Kathleen Leid – 2nd grade 
Cheryl Olsen and Melody Mordini – 3rd grade 
George and Deirdre Churchill, Karen Hill, and Leo Lanzillo – 4th/5th grade 
Cecilia Smith and Greg Schreck – 6th grade 
Paul Flynn and Kim Reed – 7th/8th grade confirmation class 
Chad and Rachel Alcorn and Ronnie deVries – Senior High 

 
Children’s Worship Storytellers: Cheryl Olsen, Rebecca Boskovic, Laura McGovern, Robin Currie 
Greeters: Matt McGovern, Judy Jackson, Mimi Black, Deanna Ellison, Scott and Penny Taback, Steve 
and Lisa Baker, Joe and Janice Campagna 
 
Lamb’s Chapel Leaders: Scott and Amy Rooke, Jodee Dunham, Karen Hill, Melissa Creech, Beth Figler, 
Sophie and Greg Dempsey, Mark and Megan Dyser, Susan Shorney, Liz and Javier Valdivia and Jill 
Madary 
 
Nursery Volunteers: Virginia Vagt, Olivia Vanderlei, Marylu and Elise Olsen, Matthew Buchanan, Robyn 
Carating, Jocelyn Briones, Rebecca Boskovic, Lauren and Lisa Mordini, Sarah Adler, Anna Gorman, 
Jamie Littlefield, Jeff and Sawyer Hill, Sue Mylander, Liz Valdivia 
 
YOUTH INTERNSHIP POSITION – Attention Incoming High School and College Students! 
Interested in beefing up your college application resume while serving your parish? Need something to do 
while you’re between work shifts this summer? Consider applying for the summer youth internship position at 
St. Mark’s. This internship is a great way to gain experience in organizing and planning events, writing, working 
with Microsoft Publisher, Word and Excel, handling telephone calls, etc., etc. Tessa Dunham was our intern in 
2009 and she was an invaluable part of our Summer Mission Camp and Vacation Bible School teams. This 
position will report to Marsha Webster, Director of Children’s Ministry.  
 
St. Mark’s T-Shirts Now on Sale 
Check out the St. Mark’s T-shirt display in the Narthex and purchase yours NOW. Shirts are $10 and are 
available in S, M, L, XL. Purchase one on a Sunday or e-mail childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org to place 
an order.  
 

Important Children’s Ministry Announcements 
Thank you to the many parents who attended the May 2nd meeting to discuss options for St. Mark’s Sunday 
School program for the coming year. For now the Workshop Rotation format is being tabled. Input from this 
meeting and other conversations resulted in the following plan: 

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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2010-11 Sunday School – to begin Sunday, August 29th, 10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 
We will focus on fewer Bible Stories for a greater length of time. 
Stories will tie into an overall church exploration of the Bible during 2010-11. 
Recruit classroom ―specialists‖ to assist on an occasional basis in the following areas: 
Art, Cooking, Drama, Storytelling, Cinema 
 

Children’s Worship – Ongoing throughout the summer 
We will alter the Children’s Worship leadership schedule to allow for more continuity of volunteers for the 
children. Additionally, volunteers will have the option of signing up to serve for a month at a time, two – three 
times a year. This format allows the volunteers to become more familiar with the children as well as the 
worship ritual. 
 

Looking to find your place at St. Mark’s? You are WANTED!!! 
Whether you can commit to full or part-time, you can put your spiritual gifts to work for the children at St. 
Mark’s! We have openings for our 2010-11 Sunday School teaching teams, Children’s Worship greeters, Lamb’s 
Chapel leaders and nursery caregivers. Please contact Marsha at childrensministry@stmarksglenelly.org or 
sign-up on the board in the narthex. You’ll be glad you did! 

Treble and Chorister Choir Update 
 
The Treble and Chorister Choirs are now on break for the summer. Rehearsals will begin again in September. 
Highlights from the year include singing monthly in worship, outings to the Esse Center and Sunrise Assisted 
Living for the Choristers, and TrebleFest at St. James Cathedral for the Treble Choir. Congratulations to the 
following students who served St. Mark’s in these choirs this year. We look forward to welcoming new 
members to these groups in the fall. In addition to our regularly scheduled activities, we intend to participate in 
a children’s choral workshop with another church sometime during the 2010-11 school year.  

Treble Choir Members 
 
Mary Caroline Benich  Ian Gillespie 
Alexandra Chavez  Conner Gross 
Gabby Diamond  Anthony Lanzillo 
Isabel Grant-Funck  Nathan Littlefield 
 
 

Chorister Choir 
Aerin Baker   Emily Littlefield 
Pierce Bednas   Jack Madary 
Delaney Gross   Julia Madary 
Paul Gillespie   Teo Schreck 
Mia Grant-Funck  Kathleen Taback 
Jeremiah Lanzillo   Scotty Taback 

3rd Annual Men’s BBQ 
 

at the Smith home  / 792 Forest Avenue 
 

Friday, July 23 @ 6 p.m. 
 

Contact georgedsmith@yahoo.com 

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenelly.org
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Adult Formation Continues this Summer:  
Sundays 9:15 – 10:15 

 
Summer is a great time to continue to ―grow in faith‖ at St. Mark’s. We are offering two series of adult 
formation. Beginning on Sunday, June 12th, you are invited to participate in “Living the Questions” – a 
combination video and discussion that features conversations with over 30 leading theologians and church 
leaders. Topics include the Bible, Jesus and questions of evil and suffering, the series covers a wide range of 
faith topics. 
 

  Date  Topic 
June 13 Taking the Bible Seriously 
June 20 Lives of Jesus 
June 27 St. Paul 
July 4  Evil, Suffering and a God of Love 
July 11  Debunking the Rapture 

 
On July 18th, parishioners Chad Alcorn and Seth Allison and their colleague David Hendricks will begin a six part 
series called, ―All-In-The-Family: Finding Faith and Connections During Hard Times.” From the topic of 
teenagers to marriage to parenting, this series has something for everyone: 

 
July 18 Teenage Wasteland: How Celebrity Narcissism and Information Technology is Tempting 

Adolescents. Chad Alcorn examines the new world of information technology and how teens 
are biologically and psychologically predisposed to desire what celebrity promises. 

 
July 25  Gimme Shelter: A Closer Look at Love and What Keeps Us Together. With a shift towards the 

marriage, Seth Allison introduces emotion focused marriage and how attachments manifest in 
this complicated relationship dance. 

 
Aug 1  Crazy Love: Exploring the Covenant Between Parents and Their Children. Seth examines the 

provisional parent-child relationship including attuning to the child’s needs while also providing 
structure. 

 
Aug 8 Don’t Forget to Breathe: Self Soothing and Self-Regulation for Children and Adolescents. David 

Hendricks offers practical strategies for children and teens to identify and regulate feelings with 
the goal of preventing dangerous self-medicating. 

 
Aug 15  Don’t Forget to Breathe II: Parenting from the Inside out. David continues self regulation topic 

but with a shift towards mindfulness and parenting. 
 
Aug 22 All-In-The-Family Open Forum. The final ―open forum‖ includes all presenters as we answer 

questions and dialogue about family related issues. (Dr. Chad Alcorn, Seth Allison, MA LCPC, 
David Hendricks, MA). 

 
Questions can be directed to Father George / rector@stmarksglenellyn.org 

For children K-6th  
a concurrent class 

will be offered in the lower level  
from July 18 - August 22,  

9:15 – 10:15 a.m.  
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Thank You! 
 

St. Mark’s participation in the 2010 United Thank Offering Program (those little blue boxes) reflects our many 
blessings as a parish. We raised nearly $600! Our pennies, nickels and dimes, (plus a few generous bills) will be 
used for grants to Episcopal parishes locally, nationally, and internationally. UTO is helping victims of recent 
tornados, supporting urban summer camps in the northeast, renovating surgical and critical care areas in Haiti, 
and building churches in Honduras. We cannot be everywhere in the world that needs gifts of compassion, 
expertise, construction materials, or labor, but our offerings in thanksgiving for blessings can take our prayers 
and love there. By thanking the Lord each day in prayer and with an offering to share with others through 
UTO, we ―virtually‖ deliver meals to the homeless, play volleyball with disadvantaged youth, lay a new hospital 
floor, and paint the walls of a church. Through UTO our local mission projects are multiplied the world over. 
Thank You! 

Elizabeth Lewis / 630-790-5635 

Please Pray for Those on the 
St. Mark’s 2010 Mission Trip to Mexico: 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find wherever we 
go: Preserve those who travel on the Mission Trip to Mexico; surround them with your loving care; protect 
them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey's end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
(Prayer for Travelers, Book of Common Prayer)  

Chad Alcorn 
Mary Caroline Benich 
Trey Buchanan  
Matthew Buchanan  
Sawyer Hill 
Maggie Hughes 

Gemma Miller 
The Rev. Elizabeth Molitors 
Lane Reed 
Kim Reed 
Alex Reed 
Elliott Reed 

The Rev. George Smith 
Kim Toliver 
Molly Toliver 
Hunter Walor 
John Walor 
Anna Zaccaria 

Glen Ellyn Garden Walk to Benefit Bridge Communities  
  

Six unique private gardens located in historic Glen Ellyn will be open for your enjoyment and viewing on 
Saturday, June 19th. Each garden features beautiful use of space, design, entertainment areas and plant 
species. All proceeds from the Glen Ellyn Garden Walk will benefit homeless families served by Bridge 
Communities' Transitional Housing Program. Bridge is one of St. Mark’s mission and outreach partners. 

The Garden Walk takes place from 10 am to 4 pm; tickets--$20 through June 17—available at McChesney 
Miller, The Bookstore, or online at bridgecommunities.org, or $25 at the gardens on June 19. 

If you would like to sign up for a volunteer shift to sell tickets or water at one of the gardens, please contact 
Elizabeth Lanzillo at eschnell@wowway.com 

http://bridgecommunities.org/
mailto:eschnell@wowway.com
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Vestry Minutes - April 2010  
1. Reports: Buildings & Grounds: we may need to weigh some future B&G expense items and defer them; we are 

spending more than estimated (two-thirds of budget spent in first one-third of the year). 
 

2. Rector’s Report (read into record): 
A brunch for newcomers was held on April 18th. Members of four new families attended. Many thanks to 
Rachel Alcorn for coordinating and for Rinda and Sandy Allison for hosting the event at their home. 
James Looney and Mary Lassey were married at St. Mark’s on Saturday, April 17th; service officiated by 
George. Thank you to Kris Baier and Gretchen Kenower who served as the wedding coordinators. 
Christian Cudzilo and Logan Unterfenger were baptized at the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, April 11th. 
The ashes of Todd Gillespie, brother of Matt Gillespie, were interred in the Columbarium on April 11th. 
Maeve Churchill, Thomas and Greta Moore and Steve Gross were baptized at the Easter Vigil on 4/3. 
Easter attendance (including the Vigil and two Sunday services) was 667 (compared to 585 in 2009). Even 
with spring break for Glen Ellyn schools, our attendance increased over last year.  
Many thanks goes to all who helped prepare for and put on this year’s Lenten programs: Parish Life for 
coordinating suppers; Marsha Webster for publishing the Lenten Journal “Practicing our Spirituality”; 
Elizabeth Molitors for creating the contemporary Stations of the Cross and coordinating other Lenten 
programs; Kathleen Leid for bringing the labyrinth to Mahon Hall again this year. 
Four mothers and daughters led an instructed Seder at St. Mark’s on Wednesday, March 24th. A special 
thank you to Linda Richman and daughter Allison for inviting the other mothers and their daughters and 
for leading us in such a way that all could participate with seriousness, humor and appreciation for this 
ancient festival marking God’s saving acts and liberation. 
A memorial service for Margaret Lundin was held on Tuesday, March 23rd. Margaret is survived by her son, 
Robert Lundin – a member of St. Mark’s for twenty years. 
Meghan Kaplan has been hired as the Director of St. Mark’s Preschool, opening in September 2010. 

 

3. Repayment plan: parish covenant to repay the Diocese $600K in matching-funds to our Capital Campaign. 
Dick and Eric presented a revised repayment schedule: by increasing our Diocesan-obligation payment 
over the next 17 years at a 12.5% rate per year, we will repay the $600K fully by 2027; 
If we grow by 6% a year, we will also be in compliance again in 2027 for the amount a parish of our size is 
asked to contribute to the Diocese. 

 

Resolution to accept the “Covenant for Repayment” on behalf of St. Mark’s, and present same to the Diocese for 
their approval: moved and approved unanimously. 

 

4. Strategy Session: Music, Revisited: Charles and Marsha 
History: Marsha and Charles spoke to the Vestry in June 2009, following the survey of the parish on music. 
Charles: we produced a “music planning grid” in September, showing a proposed rotation (through May 2010) 
of services using alternate hymnals, instrumental programs, and choirs. 
Marsha: for children, we can introduce other concepts: 
Introduce children singing anthems, and draw “Wonder, Love, and Praise” into the children’s programs. 
Want to have more intergenerational collaborations of our musicians working/presenting with the children. 
Elizabeth: goal is to draw up a list of all youth who are interested in playing instruments at worship. 
New choir members! -- Judy Jackson and Fiona Miller have joined as new members; Ellie Dunham has 
returned to the choir since her family’s move back to the area. 

 

5. Vestry business: Vestry will create policies in order to guide the parish: 
Vestry should be establishing the parish policies for things such as: borrowing-limits, finances, communion, 
blessings of same-gender couples, or use of the church for non-member weddings. 
Policies will be proposed at a vestry meeting, published for the parish (bulletin and PostMark), and voted at 
the following vestry meeting; same process will be used for rescinding a policy – a book-end process. 
Plan to publish these as a collective document for the annual meeting. 
How does a parishioner propose a policy? – simple: find a vestry member to discuss and propose. 

 
Unofficial notes by Daniel Conaway 
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Parish Picnic 
The always fun Annual All-Parish Picnic will take place Sunday, June 6 at Churchill Woods Forest Preserve, 
accessible from St. Charles Road between Riford Road and Route 53 (Look for our sign at entrance to parking 
lot). 
  
We will celebrate an outdoor Eucharist under the picnic shelter beginning at 10:30, followed by the picnic and 
games for all ages. The 8 am service will be held as usual at St Mark’s that morning. 
  
We’ll supply beverages, burgers, dogs, and buns and ask that everyone sign up in the narthex to bring a side 
dish or other needed items. We want St. Mark’s to be as green as we possibly can, so be sure to look for the 
recycling signs at the picnic. Ideally, bring your own reusable or recyclable plates, utensils, napkins, and cups for 
your family, or plan to use up your stash of old birthday plates and napkins. We’ll have extra disposable items if 
needed. There are plenty of picnic tables under the shelter but you may wish to bring picnic blankets, folding 
chairs and hats/sunscreen so you can enjoy the lawn.  
  
In case of inclement weather—the Eucharist and picnic will be held at St. Mark’s, same time, and the decision 
will be posted on stmarksglenellyn.org and on the parish office phone, after 7 am that morning. 

One Book - One St. Mark’s 
  

Celebrate summer with reading a thought provoking book! St. Mark’s has chosen a summer read for all 
interested, Acts of Faith: The Story of an American Muslim, the Struggle for the Soul of a Generation by Eboo 
Patel. Patel, a Graduate of Glenbard South High School, writes about how he came to an understanding of the 
importance of living in peace with religious pluralism rather than hatred. His story is hopeful and geared toward 
a future of people of all faiths working together to make the world a better place. It’s a perfect choice for that 
long car ride, the pool or your favorite chair. No need to purchase the book, ten copies of the book will be 
available in the Narthex to be signed out. Simply sign out a copy, read it within a week or two, discuss it with 
your St. Mark’s friends, and bring it back for the next parishioner to read!  
  

From Publisher’s Weekly: 
Patel, a former Rhodes scholar with a doctorate in the sociology of religion from Oxford, is the founder of the 
Interfaith Youth Core, an organization that unites young people of different religions to perform community 
service and explore their common values. Patel argues that such work is essential, manifesting the faith line that 
will define the 21st century. Patel's own story is more powerful than the exhaustive 
examples he provides of how mainstream faith failed to reach young people like Osama 
bin Laden and Yighal Amir, the assassin of Yitzhak Rabin. With honesty, Patel relates how 
he suffered the racist taunts of fellow youth, and, in response, alternately rebelled against 
and absorbed the religion of his parents—Islam—but in his own way. Meanwhile, he 
continued to pursue interfaith work with vigor, not quite knowing his end goal but always 
feeling in his gut that interfaith understanding was the key. This autobiography of a young 
activist captures how an angry youth can be transformed—by faith, by the community and, 
most of all, by himself—into a profound leader for the cause of peace. 
 
Contact Reeny Linstrom /  reenylinstrom@yahoo.com 

http://stmarksglenellyn.org/
mailto:reenylinstrom@yahoo.com
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Renew: the Green VBS!  
Register NOW  

 
VBS this year will take place  

August 2nd – 6th, 9:30 – Noon.  
 

Registration for campers and volunteers  
is going on now.  

 
Look for the sign up in the Narthex.  
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