
Fr
om

 o
ur

 R
ec

to
r 

March 
2009 

POSTMARK 
The Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Glen Ellyn  September 

2010 

Heat, Hot Dogs and Hallelujahs! 
  
Climate, cuisine and church were the ingredients in St. Mark's program year kick-off on 
August 29th. According to Tom Skilling, it was the second hottest day of the summer. That 
didn't curb attendance or appetites, as over 300 people attended worship services at 8 a.m., 
9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. and then enjoyed several hundred hot dogs on the lawn in front of 
St. Mark's. Our festivities caused some back-ups on Main Street as cars slowed to catch a 
glimpse of such a festive party, with cotton candy, face painting and a bouncy house. Children 
and adults enjoyed a wonderful time of fellowship, and we welcomed a number of visitors, 
guests and newcomers. Thanks to the many volunteers and careful planning, kick-off Sunday 
was a terrific success. 
  
Adding a third service to Sunday mornings promises to bring many benefits to St. Mark's. First, 
you will have more options for worship and adult formation. Each service will have a 
distinctive feel but also a common platform - the ancient pattern of Christian worship that is 
still intact and powerful after 2000 years. Second, we will have more room in the pews to 
welcome guests and newcomers. There will be more opportunities for involvement in 
leadership roles such as reading, ushering, chalicing and acolyting. 
  
Beginning on September 12, you are invited to be part of a very exciting church-wide project 
to read the Bible from cover to cover. One Year, One Book is the name of the 10:15 a.m. 
adult forum series that will touch on almost every book of the Bible and explore the key 
themes and relevance of the Bible to our lives today. The 9:00 a.m. adult forum will also 
feature topics that relate to Bible's history, characters and major themes. If you've wanted to 
read the Bible and get the whole picture, plan to attend the adult forums this year. 
  
When politics and the economy are as rocky as ever, now is the time to find what really 
matters - community and the love of God known in Jesus. You will discover this at St. Mark's. 
Through worship, formation, prayer and outreach, St. Mark's is an oasis of support and 
meaning for you and your family. 
  

Yours in Christ, 
  

George+ 
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On the Liturgy 

Angels have long been a popular theme in movies and on television, as a variety of angel books and 
merchandise is available. A 2004 Gallup poll revealed that 78% of Americans believe in them. The Bible 
clearly teaches the reality of angels and the liturgical year honors them with a feast day, September 29, 
the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, also known as Michaelmas.  
 

Contrary to popular belief, angels are not the departed spirits of human beings. An angel is a messenger 
from God, and may be visible or invisible and appear in human or nonhuman forms. Angels appear 
throughout the Old and New Testaments, being mentioned over 170 times, and they seem to be more 
powerful and to have more knowledge than human beings. Yet Jesus says of them that they rejoice in the 
repentance of a single sinner (Luke 15:10). Angels play a large part in the life of Jesus, including the 
announcement of Gabriel to Mary that she would bear the Son of God, the reassurance to Joseph that 
Mary’s baby was from God, the announcement to the shepherds, the leading of the Holy Family into 
Egypt, the act of ministering to Jesus in the wilderness, and the appearance at the Resurrection. 
 

Who is Michael, this messenger from God? His name means, ―Who is like God?‖ He is a leader of the 
angels, and is mentioned in Scripture in Daniel 10:13,31 and 12:1, where he is called Prince of the People 
of Israel; Jude 9, and Revelation 12:7, where he leads the heavenly armies. He is one of the few angels 
whose names are mentioned in Scripture.  
 

As the collect for their feast day tells us, God has created angels to worship him in heaven and to help and 
defend us on earth (Book of Common Prayer, p. 193, 244). Remember the next time we pray the Great 
Thanksgiving that we "join our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven 
who for ever sing...to proclaim the glory of [God's] Name." 
 

September 14 is Holy Cross Day, a day for recognizing the importance of the Cross as a symbol of 
Christ’s triumph over death. One way we acknowledge this today is in making the sign of the cross, or 
―crossing oneself,‖ The sign of the cross, has been done by Christians from ancient times to symbolically 
apply the cross to ourselves and to claim the benefits of Christ's passion. Tertullian in 211 AD tells us that 
the Christians of the early church seldom did anything significant without making the sign of the cross. If 
you look around during a service at St. Mark's, you will see a number of people making the sign of the 
cross on themselves at various points in the service. There are three forms of this sign. The first is made 
by the bishop or priest with the right thumb on the forehead of those anointed with oil in healing services 
or as they are being baptized or confirmed, proclaiming that they are "marked as Christ's own 
forever." (Book of Common Prayer, p. 308). The second is by the bishop or priest in blessing the people 
or the Eucharistic bread and wine or other objects. The third is made by the individual on his or her own 
body, touching with the fingertips of the right hand the head, diaphragm, left shoulder, and right shoulder. 
This may be done upon receiving a blessing; at the mention of name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; at the 
end of the Creeds; at the end of a prayer; and at certain other times. Also, when the Gospel reading is 
announced, many make a small cross with the right thumb on the forehead, lips, and heart, in prayer that 
His word will enlighten our minds, strengthen our lips with the words of faith, and fill our hearts with the 
love of God. The Episcopal Church allows for individual choice in using such aids to worship, so making 
this sign is a personal decision for each worshipper. 
 

-David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu  
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Opening September 14, 2010! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A preschool program inspired by the Reggio Emilia philosophy  

of early childhood education 

  
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday Mornings 9:15 -11:30 

Limited openings for three and four year olds 

 

For more information: www.stmarksglenellyn.org 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 393 N. Main St., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 

(630) 858-1020, preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org 

 

Why St. Mark’s Preschool? 

Provides special attention for each child – 3:15 teacher/student ratio; 
Emphasizes community and the environment as a teacher ; 
Incorporates the arts, from visual to music and movement; 
Builds on the interests, passions, and play of children while also 

encompassing developmentally appropriate concepts and skills. 
 

What is Reggio Emilia?  
Check out these sites:  

http://www.brainy-child.com/article/reggioemilia.shtml  
http://www.reggioemiliaapproach.net/about.php 

 

http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org
http://www.brainy-child.com/article/reggioemilia.shtml
http://www.reggioemiliaapproach.net/about.php
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St. Mark's Second Annual  
Children's Clothing, Toy, Book and Sporting Good Resale 

 
Saturday, September 25 from 8 am to 2 pm 

in Mahon Hall 
(free entry and open to the public) 

and Save the Date for our  

 Resale Preview Party  
Friday, September 24 from 6:30-8:30 pm 

$10 admission for Party 
Be the first to shop the sale with friends and enjoy hors d'oeuvres while you bargain hunt 

 

Drop Off Your Donations: 
We will accept all toys, clothing, books, and sporting goods of the above gently used merchandise. Please leave 

the items  in the Rainbow Room off the lower parking lot.  
Tax donation receipts are available. 

For more Info, please contact: 

Penny Taback, pennytaback@hotmail.com, Kim Reed kimreed@wowway.com or 
Cindy Flynn, notnowkato@gmail.com 

 
All proceeds benefit the St. Mark's Preschool 

Thanks for your support! 

New Computer Needed 
St. Mark's Preschool is in need of a new, donated computer, can you help? We are looking for a new 

computer (laptop or desktop) for our director and teachers to work on in the preschool office. Please contact 
Cindy Flynn, notnowkato@gmail.com or Penny Taback, pennytaback@hotmail.com if you can help! 

Music Series 
 
The first event of this season’s Music Series will be a concert on Sunday, October 31, at 
4:00pm.  We will welcome the return of organist and keyboard virtuoso David Schrader, 
who will be featured in a Halloween performance for young and old alike.  David was one 
of the featured performers in 1992 when the first Music Series sponsored a set of 
dedicatory concerts for our new organ.  His playing is truly phenomenal and you are 
assured of having your breath taken away!  So pick out a spooky costume and join us on 
Halloween.  Oh, and that picture?  That’s NOT David. 

Charles Snider - choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org 

mailto:pennytaback@hotmail.com
mailto:kimreed@wowway.com
mailto:notnowkato@gmail.com
mailto:notnowkato@gmail.com
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Sunday Morning Adult Formation Opportunities 
 

Our new worship schedule begins this Fall with two Adult Forum classes that will complement each other: 
9:00 a.m-10:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.- 11:15 a.m. Our focus this year is on the wonderful subject of the Bible. 
 
The 9:00 a.m. class will welcome scholars who will lead discussions on the story of the Bible, the context and 
"hard sayings" of the Old Testament, Judaism and Christianity. The class will continue with an overview of the 
New Testament, the women of the New Testament, the book of Revelation. This Advent we will welcome 
back Dr. Buis from Wheaton College's music conservatory who will inspire us again with the music of Advent. 
 
Our One Year, One Book: Whe Word is Very Near You 10:15 a.m. class will begin a reading of each book of 
the Bible, week by week with discussions of a main theme of each book led by parishioners and guest leaders. 
Everyone in our congregation is encouraged to get out their Bible (or buy a new one) and begin the adventure 
of reading the Bible, book by book through this "One Year, One Book." 

Myrna Grant (myrna.grant@wheaton.edu) 

St. Mark’s is looking for a few good leaders 
 

to nourish and help shape the faith of our youngest members. 
 

Sunday School (Faith Formation) – 10:15 – 11:15 a.m.  
3rd grade Sunday morning class assistant – 1 volunteer needed. 

Sundays – 9:05 – 10:00 a.m. 
Serve as a Children’s Worship (4 – 6 yr. olds) Greeter 1 month on/3 months off  

(2 Greeters needed). 
 

Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org or 630/858-1020 
Or see Marsha Webster at the Ministry Fair on September 19th! 

 
And Basement boys is looking for a few good men to help lead 6th thru 8th grade boys -  

one or two Wednesdays each month - in an evening of fun and fellowship, 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Interested? Contact Elizabeth Molitors at associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org / 630.858.1020 x226. 

ReNew: The Green VBS Review 
A HUGE round of applause for all of the youth and adult volunteers who made this year’s Vacation Bible School 
a rooting success! We’re still Growing in Faith and Changing the World! This year 61 children, ages 3 – 10 
participated in a week of activities focused on the Parable of the Sower and caring for our earth, our 
community and ourselves with the love of Jesus Christ. We made table favors to cheer the residents of an area 
convalescent center, rescued 5 large bins of children's books which will go to those in need of reading 
materials, and gathered up a large box of used crayons which will be melted and reformed into larger crayons 
for use by those with physical disabilities. Thanks to everyone for a great week! Next year’s VBS is set for Aug. 
1 – 5. Mark your calendar now!!  

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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After Hours for Moms 
 

{evening fellowship for mothers of school-age kids, up to age 18} 
  
Whether you work full-time, part-time, or in the home, please plan to take a ―night off‖ and join us at After 
Hours to connect with other moms of the 0-to-18-year-old crowd. We will be getting together almost every 
month, on a Wednesday evening in the parish library, to hear a speaker, have a discussion, and enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship.  
  
THIS MONTH: Our first gathering will be September 29th from 7:00 to 9:00 pm, when we will welcome Lori 
Radun speaking on ―S.E.L.F. C.A.R.E.: Stay at your best to give your best”. When demands on your time, 
love and patience are high, the quality of your internal and external responses will be a direct result of how well 
you've fortified yourself. To be able to consistently achieve productivity and positivity, you need to take in a 
steady diet of those things that nourish your body, mind and spirit. With her degree in psychology and 
certification as a Professional Empowerment Coach, Lori Radun can assure you 'tis better to give and to 
receive. Throughout the presentation she'll teach you a number of simple ways to maintain that balance and 
elevate your level of self-care. A nurtured woman is a happy, healthy woman, who can in turn nurture 
everyone around her. 
  
NEXT MONTH: Save the date! In October we will welcome noted author and speaker Jill Savage speaking on 
her new book, “Living With Less So Your Family Has More.” Our culture believes that, in general, bigger is 
better. But when it comes to raising a family, many families find that simply isn’t true. Living with less stress, 
less activity, and even less money can actually result in more for your family! This message will equip you with 
both the attitudes and the actions needed to live with less and give your family more! Save the date for this fun 
program, which we will open up to the community on Wednesday, October 27th in Mahon Hall from 7:00 to 
9:00 pm. 
  
SAVE THESE DATES: 

12/01  –  Family Traditions: Advent Calendar with Kathy Stockman 
01/19  –  Cultivating Contentment with Lara Krupicka 
02/02  –  Family Rituals and Spirituality in Children with Robin Currie 
03/02  –  Easing the Meal-Time Madness with Janet Speich 
04/27  –  Stirring the Volunteer Spirit in Kids with Kathy Blair 
05/11  –  Global Soccer Mom, meet the author Shayne Moore  

Women’s Ministry News 
 
If you are currently not receiving email notices on NOVA or After Hours for Moms, please contact Caroline 
McAlpine at c_mcalpin@hotmail.com. We are moving to an Evite format sending out an invite 2 weeks 
before the programs. The Evite format will replace sign-ups in the Narthex. For more information about After 
Hours please visit the informational bulletin board near the nursery for a full description of this year’s programs 
and speakers. There is no charge for these programs, although a suggested donation of $5 is welcomed per 
program. We hope you can enjoy a special night out for yourself! We look forward to seeing you! 

mailto:c_mcalpin@hotmail.com
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NOVA 
{daytime fellowship for mothers of preschoolers} 

  

Are you experiencing the exciting, intense, demanding childrearing years at home with young children who 
are not in school yet? You are invited to connect with us to recharge your batteries each week! Nurturers of 
the Very Active (NOVA), our weekly group for mothers of preschoolers meets every Thursday from 9:30 to 
11:30 am, alternating between play dates/outings for moms and kids one week and programs for moms in the 
parish library (childcare provided) the next week.  
  

Our year begins on September 2 with an outing with the kids to the Children’s Garden at the Morton 
Arboretum. We will begin our programs the following Thursday, September 9th. Our programs for the moms 
will span many topics including Do-It-Yourself Birthdays, Teaching Kids about Money, Taking Care of 
Yourself: Nutrition and Assessing Your Spiritual Gifts. 
  

09/02  –  Children’s Garden (Morton Arboretum). Join us as we let the kids splash through secret streams, 
climb colossal acorns, and slide down giant tree roots in the expansive 4-acre play garden for kids. We’ll plan 
to meet at the Children’s Garden entrance at 9:30 am. Questions or to find us that day, contact Bryn Wulf at 
bl_wulf@hotmail.com or (630) 956-3207 (cell). 
  

09/09  –  Taking Care of Yourself: Finding Rest in a Busy Day. Our physical energy is our most precious 
resource and most of us are ―running on empty‖. The demands of taking care of a young family are often the 
biggest source of our energy depletion. Drawing on principles of yoga, discuss with Reeny Linstrom ways of 
protecting your energy level through self-care, contentment, and mindfulness. 
  

09/16  –  Newton Park. We’ll meet at this sunny park that features a playground with swings and an 
expansive grassy area where the kids can run free. We’ll plan to meet at 9:30 am. Questions or to find us that 
day, contact Amy Rooke at amykrooke@mac.com or (630) 487-1964 (cell). 
  

09/23  –  Taking Care of Yourself: Nutrition. The food we eat and the liquids we consume have a profound 
impact on our ability to concentrate, deal with stress, problem solve, and be creative. In addition, new 
research has shown numerous diseases are directly related to our poor dietary habits, food intolerances and 
the chemicals found in many of our foods. In this program we will learn about healthy eating habits and how 
to integrate them into a busy lifestyle with a focus on nutrition. 
 

09/30  –  Hike at Morton Arboretum. We’ll begin our hike at the picnic area at the north end of Parking Lot 
#1 and walk north around Meadow Lake through the Conifer Collection. On this stroller-friendly, paved-path 
we’ll encounter the majestic Steelroots sculptures, take in the fragrances of the herb garden (in back of the 
administration building) and head back via the ground cover path that winds around Meadow Lake to the 
picnic area for lunch. For questions or to find us that day, contact Rebecca Boskovic at 
mrboskovic@sbcglobal.net or (630) 965-0597. 

W2W 
W2W invites all the women of the parish to the first salad supper of the new program year. Please join us 
Wednesday, September 15 in Mahon Hall. We will gather at 7:00 pm for salads, bread and desserts. Sign up in 
the Narthex or RSVP to Kathleen Leid (ksrleid@gmail.com or 630.835.7647) 

Look forward to seeing you. 

mailto:bl_wulf@hotmail.com
mailto:amykrooke@mac.com
mailto:mrboskovic@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ksrleid@gmail.com
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Children and Youth News 
 

Our Sunday School supplies need a bit of replenishment. If you find a good deal on glue sticks, washable 
markers, construction paper or colored pencils while you are shopping in the coming weeks, please consider 
buying one or more of these items for St. Mark’s Sunday School ministry. Items may be left by the Children’s 
Ministry basket in the narthex.  
 
Lamb’s Chapel for 2 and 3 year olds has changed rooms! It is now located across the hall in Room 115. We 
made this change in order to encourage more children to take part in the Lamb’s Chapel service, which will be 
offered at 9:15. 

 Music Notes.. 
The school year is starting up and that means the Chorister and Treble Choirs will begin a new year too. 

Rehearsals begin on Wednesday, Sept. 8 in the choir room. All St. Mark’s children and youth are invited to 
participate: 

Chorister Choir – Kindergarten through 3rd Grade – 4:15 to 5:00 p.m. 
Treble Choir – 4th grade through Senior High - 5:15 to 6:00 p.m. 

 
Choirs will sing at least once a month in 9:15 a.m. worship, possibly more. Singing is not only praying twice, it is 

also a way to enhance a child’s brain development, ability to focus, and listening skills. Come to the first 
rehearsal and try it out! Questions? Contact Marsha or Charles at 630-858-1020, 

childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org.  

Drop & Shop Early Sign Up 
Saturday December 4 and 11, 2010  

 
Come one, come all and drop your little ones for a fun morning of activities, crafts and a movie at St. Mark’s on 
Saturday from 9am-1pm! What is a Drop & Shop? Well, it’s a chance to get a few hours to yourself to shop, 
relax or finish that project around the house while your kids are safe and having fun. 
 
Adults, along with members of the 7/8th grade and high school youth groups, will be watching the children 
while you have fun, too. We have 20 slots open; Make a reservation with Penny Taback at 
pennytaback@hotmail.com . There is a minimum donation of $20 on the day of the Drop & Shop. Proceeds 
will go to the St. Mark’s youth groups and the St. Mark's PreSchool. 

Jr. Mission Camp and World Relief DuPage 
 

A BIG thanks to all of you who supported Junior  Mission Camp in July - with your prayers, by sending your 
child, or through your contributions to one of the organizations the kids learned about, World Relief DuPage. 
The household items that you donated are being used to set up a home for a family of four who has recently 
arrived from Burma. That spatula, that sheet set, those dishes - all of these things are a tangible way that you 
have, in best biblical tradition, loved and welcomed the stranger (see Deuteronomy 10:19). Thank you! 

file:///E:/../bulletin/Bulletin%20Announcement%20Jan%2010%20-%20Aug%2010/childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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THE LIVING PAUL, by Anthony C. Thiselton. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic.  
190 pages. $20.00. 
  
     One of the latest writings on St. Paul, the most prolific letter-writer in the New Testament, 
has happily some features distinctive about it. Thiselton, who is professor of Christian theology 
at the University of Nottingham, England, has begun by including chapters on the relation 
between Jesus and Paul, then some distinctive features relating to Paul’s view of a ―new 
creation,‖ followed by two chapters on Paul as a traveler and missionary/pastor. The bulk of the 
work concerns studies on the theology of Paul (12 chapters), concluding with a ―typical‖ 
Thiseltonian chapter on Paul and postmodernity. 
     Various writers during the last century and a half have drawn a (sometimes) sharp line 
between the idea of a ―human Jesus‖ and a ―divine Christ‖ in Paul’s epistles. Thiselton questions 
such an approach, and appeals not only to the epistles, but especially to the more recent book 
by David Wenham, ―Paul: Follower of Jesus or Founder of Christianity,‖ as an antidote to the 
extreme viewpoint. (As a noted scholar once said to me, ―There is nothing in Paul which is not 
first found in Jesus!) 
     There are two helpful chapters on Paul’s life and travels, based on materials in his letters and 
in the Book of Acts. These aid in giving the reader a perspective on our subject, for he was 
multinational and multicultural. It was these factors, along with his devotedness to his Lord, Jesus 
Christ, that enabled Paul to write, ―to the Jews I became a Jew; to those outside the Law I 
became as one outside the Law.‖ It is also important to see Paul as a missionary pastor—a 
person virtually always on the move, yet spending some extended periods of time (as in Corinth 
and in Ephesus) evangelizing, teaching, and organizing the churches he had founded. 
     Thiselton begins his study of Pauline theology with the apostle’s Christology, viz., ―Jesus 
Christ in Paul.‖ For Paul the favorite term applied to Christ is ―Lord.‖ Not the reigning Caesar 
(whether Claudius or Nero), the ―lord‖ of the Roman Empire, mighty as it was, but Jesus Christ, 
whom God called ―Lord‖ by raising him from the dead (Rom, 1:4)—and Thiselton shows at 
some length the implications of this reality for the life of the Christian, indeed for the whole 
world. And this will be culminated in a day to come, in which ―every knee shall bow…and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.‖ The chapters that 
follow are virtually echoes of Paul’s teachings in his letters on the Trinity, the state of humanity, 
including sin and justification, the Christian life, the Church, and its sacraments, and the Parousia 
(the return of Christ in glory). 
     The final chapter is the most extensive, an interaction with and response to, what is called 
―postmodernism.‖ Thiselton admits this viewpoint is difficult to define, but he does state, as a 
way of helping the reader, that it regards most of our distinctions used in philosophy, logic, and 
modern culture as based on ―mere human convention,‖ rather than on truth. It also opposes the 
idea that science presents a ―universally valid model for all knowledge.‖ Our ways of seeing the 
world are mainly the product of ―race, class, gender and history.‖ He surveys various exponents 
of this approach, and emphasizes that this viewpoint is more a ―mood‖ than a ―period (of time).‖ 
Thus we can see elements of it present in Paul’s day as well as in our own. 
     I would recommend this book as a helpful introduction to the life and thought of Paul the 
apostle. 
  

Rev. Dr. Walter M. Dunnett 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
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November 1, 2009 
Nigromante Veracruz, Playa Vicente 
Church- San Marcos 
For: Father George 
Hi Father! I’m just writing this letter to ask you for 
your support so that we can continue studying and 
achieve our dreams and become who we want to be 
in our lives so that our parents and God will be proud 
of us. 
My name is Adriana Martinez Maldonado. I am 13 
years old and I, like the other children, am living an 
economic crisis and I ask that you award me the 
scholarship so that I can continue studying and achieve 
my dreams now that my father cannot continue 
working due to a back injury. With your help, I will be 
able to continue my studies, thanks be to you and 
God. 
Well, that’s all—I’m sending you my best wishes, 
hoping that this finds you well and that God continues 
to give to you and bless you. 
Sincerely, 
Adriana M.M. 
 

This is be the fifth reflection I will have written for the 
Mexico trip, and since I don’t want to sound like a 
broken record, I think I’ll just let this letter speak for 
itself. It is written specifically to Father George by 
Adriana, a 13-year old member of the San Marcos 
parish in Nigromante. Even though she goes a public 
school, Adriana is one of the many children (but, 
particularly, girls) in Nigromante who, without OUR 
economic support, would be forced to drop out, 
unable to afford the necessary uniforms, supplies, and 
books to continue her studies. How many junior high 
students in Glen Ellyn truly appreciate the value of an 
education? Because it’s not something she can take for 
granted, at 13, Adriana already understands that, 
without an education, she won’t be able to achieve her 
dreams and Adriana—along with the other children 
who took the time to apply for the scholarship 
program initiated by St. Mark’s—has taken matters 
into their own hands. Please consider donating to St. 
Mark’s scholarship fund for San Marcos so that 
children like Adriana can, in her words, make God and 
their parents proud.   
Alex Reed 

St. Mark's 2010 Mexico Mission Trip Reflections Series continued… 
(trip participants' reflections are being published as a series in the St. Mark's Postmark): 

Blythe and Basement Boys Returns! 
 

Beginning September 15th, youth in 6th, 7th and 8th grades are invited to St. Mark's for an evening of fun 
activities, games, and spending time with friends.  

 
Blythe (for girls) and Basement Boys (for boys!) meet two times each month, from 7 - 8:30 p.m. Kids are 

encouraged to bring their non-St. Mark's friends, as well.  
 

Here's the schedule for the next two months: 
    September 15        September 29        October 13        October 27  

 
If you have questions, or have an interest in helping with the adult leadership of these groups, please contact 

Elizabeth Molitors at associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org or 630/858-1020 x226. 
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Reports: discussion of Finance; discussion of B&G project to rehab the mini-kitchen 

Finance:  
Paid down another $300K on the building mortgage: $150K from parish, $150K from Bishop & Trustees. 
Cancelled our line-of-credit: $700/year cost savings; will use Campbell Trust for short-term needs. 
Church Insurance Group is appraising all Chicago properties for replacement-cost coverage – so we need to 
look at that updated appraisal in the next 3-4 months. 

Mini-kitchen project: three suggested plans right now; asking for further suggestions: 
Strongly suggest full-size fridge with ice-maker: more coffee-hours in library, more often. 
Suggest the same hard-wired coffee-makers as are in Mahon Hall kitchen. 
Also would like to move to purchasing larger ―one bag per pot‖ coffee-paks in future. 
Kris will discuss suggestions with Perry and other ―stakeholders‖ (coffee-committee, DKs, B&G). 
NOTE to all: Perry is stepping down as B&G committee head. 

Capital Campaign Wrapup: Terri Mathes 
HUGE thank-yous to Julie Carson, Dick Anstee, and all of their many committee-heads. 
Huge thank-you to George, who did MUCH heavy-lifting on calls to many parishioners. 
Final tally: $789,183 – primary goal ($600K) exceeded by 31%. 
Secondary goal (enough funds to cancel the rectory mortgage) exceeded also. 
Once a year, recommend a ―Campaign Sunday‖ event: recognition, inclusion of people who initially deferred 

and who may wish to participate now, inclusion of new members. 
Work on ―planned giving‖: once-per-year reminders in bulletin or stewardship announcements to ―please 

remember St. Mark’s in your estate plans‖. 

Strategy Session: Adult Formation – Reeny 
Opening question: are the ―adult ed‖ programmers in the loop on this? (Yes; we’re just getting started on 

this as a newly-identified ministry; all are included and all are welcome!). 
Summer adult formation this year: George is arranging a Summer Adult Formation program. 
Fall program is being planned now, in sync with our new three-service fall schedule. 
Hoping to arrange with Wheaton College in Jan/Feb 2011: lecture by author/speaker Eboo Patel. 

Vestry business: 
Motion to approve Parochial Report to the Diocese: approved unanimously; 
Review of Financial Policy update: Eric will resend to all vestry; 

Borrowing Policy: Danna 
Suggest OUTSIDE project mgr/auditor for large projects as watcher/voice-of-reason. 
This policy is a work-in-progress, and is how we comply with Canons. 
Elizabeth will research Canons and discuss with Danna. 
Finance Committee will advise on ―TBDs‖ in document now. 
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Ministry Fair 
 
St. Mark’s annual Ministry Fair will be held on Sunday, September 19th, following the 10:30 service. Ministry 
leaders will be on hand to introduce you to the many service opportunities available, and rest assured there will 
be something for everyone! Enjoy coffee hour and take a few moments to visit with the representatives who 
can answer your questions and share their experiences. Whether you want to tackle the ―Basement Boys‖ this 
year, or just be part of a book club, we have just the spot for your talents.  
 
See you at the Fair! 

Laurie Vanderlei 
Laurie.Vanderlei@aa.com 


