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A Generous Outlook 
 
Generosity is one of the qualities I admire most in people. To me generosity is more than a single act. 
It is a disposition and way of being that encompasses a number of qualities, such as easiness and 
affability. The opposite of generosity is fear, defensiveness and hectic busyness. Just as people can be 
generous, groups of people such as schools, churches and towns can convey a sense of generosity. 
Without wanting to be arrogant or boastful, I think it can be said that St. Mark‘s is a generous 
community. I know this because visitors tell me so. You have told me. I know this because in the midst 
of the Great Recession, our Capital Campaign exceeded its goal in both dollars pledged and 
participation. I see generosity in the sign-ups for PADS volunteers and in the time given by those who 
weed the gardens, host coffee hours, work in the office, teach Sunday School and sing in the choir. 
 

In the coming weeks, you will be receiving information about the Giving Campaign for 2011. The 
annual Giving Campaign is one of the most obvious and intense ways that we show and practice 
generosity. Based on input from staff and church committees, you will see a preliminary budget for 
next year, which includes some very exciting aspirations. One goal for 2011 is to feed more hungry 
people in DuPage County. The Outreach committee is proposing underwriting the cost of feeding all 
of the families who visit the People‘s Resource Center (PRC) for a given week. This will cost about 
$3,000. The Pastoral Care committee is requesting funds to buy materials for Stephen Ministry 
training, helping St. Mark‘s offer a broader pastoral care outreach to our church family. 
 

You might be asking – ―What? Another request for money? I thought we just finished making 
commitments to the Capital Campaign.‖ It is true. The Giving Campaign is another request for your 
money to support the ministries of St. Mark‘s. Perhaps a helpful way to think about the difference 
between the Capital and Giving Campaigns is a house project. If you add an addition to your house 
(which St. Mark‘s did in 2003) – you need to borrow money and then pay it back. But you also need 
money to pay for on-going expenses, such as water, gas, light, food and those smaller improvements, 
like a new dishwasher or curtains. The Capital Campaign has helped us pay for the addition to our 
house, the Giving Campaign provides for our daily operations and key efforts for the coming year. 
 

Although requests for money and time are not always received with joy, this is part of the basic 
function of the church. The church asks for money for all sorts of things – people, causes and basic 
operations. If a church isn‘t talking about money, it is probably dying or lifeless. 
 

When you receive your pledge card for 2011, I ask you to think of it as more than a piece of paper. As 
an outward sign of an inner grace, it is a sacrament. Take time to think about your giving. Take time to 
pray about it. Talk to each other. Talk to the clergy. Then on November 7th, bring your pledge card to 
church for a blessing. Together, our copper pennies, silver quarters and paper dollars will help feed 
people, provide care and continue to foster a place and people of generosity and goodness. 
 

   Yours in Christ, 

        George+ 
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On the Liturgy 

With so many days on the liturgical calendar dedicated to the inspiring lives of famous and great Christians, do 
you ever wish that there could be a day to commemorate less well-known Christians, like your godly parents 
or grandparents, a departed Christian friend, other loved ones who have died, or even yourself one day? 
Believe it or not, the Church has indeed provided a day for these not-so-famous believers who have brought 
honor to the name of Christ. November 2, All Souls‘ Day, or the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed is a 
good time to remember those whose Christian example has blessed your own life, and to think about the 
spiritual legacy you will leave to others.  
 
All Souls‘ Day follows All Saints' Day, the ―Christian Memorial Day,― which has its origins in the early Church 
under harsh Roman persecution. In those days, martyrs and other Christians were remembered on the day 
they died their martyr‘s death, to celebrate their entry into the presence of the Lord. As the numbers of such 
Christians mounted, a single day, All Saints' Day, was set aside on November 1st to commemorate every saint, 
even those who do not have their own day on the calendar. All Saints‘ Day and All Souls‘ Day serve as 
reminders to us that the "blessed company of all faithful people" includes not just those who live on Earth, but 
those departed who live in the presence of the Lord. 
 
So, what do Episcopalians believe about saints? Like the Roman Catholic Church and many Protestant groups, 
we use the term ―saint‖ to refer to Christians who have distinguished themselves by their faithfulness, spiritual 
excellence, and commitment, and many parishes are dedicated to a particular saint, such as our own Saint 
Mark, the evangelist. Historically, the Roman Catholic Church has admitted departed Christians to sainthood 
through an involved process called canonization. At the Reformation, Anglicans were concerned about the large 
number of canonized saints and other noteworthy Christians who are commemorated on the church year 
calendar, reduced the number of commemorations, and have been reluctant to add more. While Roman 
Catholics believe saints are to be addressed in prayer to intercede on our behalf, most Anglicans are more 
inclined to see them as inspiring examples of life and faith. We all believe that they are the Church Triumphant, 
that part of the Church Universal that has ―run the race,‖ as referred to in Hebrews 12:1 ―Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so 
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.‖ 
 

-David Fletcher               david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu  

Saturday, October 23, 2010 
9 a.m. Gather & fellowship 
9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Sing  
$6 suggested donation for lunch 
 

Join us at St Mark‘s for an interactive day of song for church musicians, choir members, clergy and anyone who 
cherishes God's gift of song. Making music with our bodies is tremendously intimate, and has the power to 
deepen our relationship with God and with one another. We will find ways to enliven worship by drawing on 
tradition, and also exploring some of the resources currently available to congregations. Led by YOU and Dent 
Davidson, Missioner for Liturgical Arts,Episcopal Diocese of Chicago. 
 
RSVP to Rev. Elizabeth Molitors 630/858-1020 x226or frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org  

Sing when the spirit says, ‘sing’ 
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A Spook-Ta-Cular Halloween Organ Concert  
October 31 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

We open this year's Music Series events with a concert by Chicago organist, Dr. David Schrader. Dr. Schrader 
is a phenomenal keyboard musician who has performed with the symphony orchestras of Colorado, San 
Francisco, Dallas, and Chicago. He is a frequent guest on WFMT radio (Chicago) on recordings and in live 
broadcasts as part of WFMT's "Live From Studio One" programming. His recording with Grant Park Symphony 
of music for organ and orchestra by American composers is the first recording of the Casavant Frères organ in 
Chicago's Symphony Center. He has also recorded with the Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra and the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, and has many releases on the Cedille label, on organ, harpsichord and fortepiano. 
 

Dr. Schrader is on the faculty of Roosevelt University for performance and academic studies, and for 25 years, 
he has been the organist of the Church of the Ascension in Chicago. He received a Doctor of Music degree in 
organ from Indiana University as well as the coveted Performer's Certificate. He received a Bachelor of Music 
in piano and a Bachelor of Music in organ from the University of Colorado. 
 

PLUS: Trick or Treat for Unicef! Pick up a collection box during Sunday School or from the Narthex table, go 
to your friends‘ and neighbors‘ homes to ―trick or treat for Unicef‖ and return your box to St. Mark‘s in time 
for the concert on Halloween Day. The concert will feature the Bach Toccata and Fugue in d minor – a 
Halloween favorite, along with other virtuosic and colorful organ selections. A reception will follow. Prizes will 
be awarded to children who bring their collection box and attend the first half of the concert. Costumes are 
optional. Come join the fun and help us help others by participating in this parish-wide event. 

 

Charles Snider csnider@stmarksglenellyn.org   
Marsha Webster childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org  

Youth News 

 

6/7/8th grade: The Blythe and Basement Boys groups welcome any youth in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade to join in 
the fun two Wednesday evenings each month. Feel free to invite your non-St. Mark‘s friends to join you. 

 

October 13th, Blythe and Basement Boys will meet from 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

October 27th, the groups will be meeting for an extended time – 7 – 9 p.m. – to talk with Bishop Jeff 
Lee who is visiting St. Mark‘s that evening. The bishop will discuss Baptism, Confirmation and how we 
see Christ and share our faith. Parents (and confirmand mentors) are invited and encouraged to attend 
this special meeting. 

 

High School: We want to extend a big ‗thank you‘ and ‗best wishes‘ to Ronnie and Arianna de Vries, who 
were a valued part of the adult leadership of the high school Sunday morning group this past year. Ronnie and 
Arianna have moved to New Jersey to pursue graduate education opportunities. We also welcome Seth and 
Kelly Allison who are joining the leadership team this year.  

 

Contact Rev. Elizabeth Molitors 630/858-1020 x226  

mailto:csnider@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org


Page 4 

October 2010 

Cathedral Shelter Christmas Baskets – A St. Mark’s Tradition 
 
Soon you will have a chance to provide gifts and food to a needy Chicago family through the Cathedral 
Shelter Christmas Basket Program. Here are some details you should know: 
 
What is Cathedral Shelter? 
Cathedral Shelter, located on the near West side of Chicago, ministers to the most vulnerable of their 
community through crisis intervention, addiction recovery, community assistance and life skills development. 
(To learn more about Cathedral Shelter, visit their web site at www.cathedralshelter.org.) Cathedral Shelter is 
one of St. Mark‘s priority outreach programs. 
 
How can I sponsor a family? 
Family information packets will be available in the Narthex in mid-to-late October– notices will be published in 
the bulletin and the weekly email when the packets are available. The packet includes details about the family 
(names, birth dates, sizes), food shopping suggestions (the recommended method is to provide a Jewel gift card 
equal to what you would have spent for groceries, non-food items, and meat, saving everyone involved in the 
chain of supply from handling as many boxes), low price shopping locations and tips, and packing instructions. 
When you take a family information packet, please record the family code number and your name, address, 
and phone number on the sign-up sheet.  
 
When and where do I deliver t my boxes? 
Location:   St. Mark‘s Library 
Dates:   Wednesday, December 8th, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
  Thursday, December 9th, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
  Friday, December 10th, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  Saturday, December 11th, between 8:00 and 9:00 a.m. 
 
Saturday, December 11th is our pick up day, so you must have your boxes here before 9:00 a.m. on that day! 
And we can use volunteers to help load the truck when it arrives – doughnuts, coffee, and juice will be 
provided to the worker bees. 
 
More questions?  Visit www.stmarksglenellyn.org, A-Z: Catherdral Shelter or contact Ginnie Judd (cell 
phone 708-837-2815 / FaberNJudd@comcast.net) 

More dates for your calendar… 
 

Coming Up in November – Advent! - Plan to join your St. Mark‘s family in an Advent wreath-making activity 
on Sunday, November 28th, 10:15 a.m., in the Undercroft. This event is open to everyone! Volunteers are 
needed to assist with the preparation for this event. If you can help, please contact Marsha Webster at 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org. Thanks!  
 

Christmas Pageant – It is not too early to begin planning for the annual Christmas pageant, 
which will be presented on Sunday, December 19, 2010. We are looking for a director and 
several assistants to put together the pageant. If you are interested, please see or contact 
Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

mailto:FaberNJudd@comcast.net)
mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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St. Mark’s Drop & Shop  
 

Early sign-up now! 
 
Come one, come all and drop your little ones (ages 2 to 10) for a fun morning of 
activities, crafts and a movie at St. Mark‘s Episcopal Church on Saturdays December 4 
and 11 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.! 
 
What is a Drop & Shop? 
Well, it‘s a chance to get a few hours to yourself to shop, relax or finish that project around the house while 
your kids are safe and having fun. Adults, along with members of the 7/8th grade and high school youth groups, 
will be watching the children while you have fun, too. We have 20 slots open; Make a reservation with Penny 
Taback at pennytaback@hotmail.com. There is a minimum donation of $20 on the day of the Drop & Shop. 
Proceeds will go to the St. Mark‘s youth groups and the St. Mark's Preschool. 

2011 Giving Campaign to Kick-Off in October 
  

St. Mark‘s will be conducting its annual Giving Campaign for 2011 during the months of October and 
November. The purpose of the Giving Campaign is to raise funds for the ongoing operating expenses and 
ministries of the church for the 2011 calendar year. The 2011 Budget is set by the funds pledged during this 
campaign. 
  
In early October, keep your eye out for a pledge card and information about the Giving Campaign in your mail.  
During October, we‘ll also hear from some members of St. Mark‘s on why they pledge. The culmination of the 
campaign will be on Consecration Sunday, November 7, 2010, when all parishioners are asked to bring their 
pledge cards in for a blessing to any of the 8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m., or 10:30 a.m. services. 
  
If you misplace your pledge card, please contact or stop by the office for another one. If you are unable to 
attend the November 7 service, you may mail or bring your pledge card to the church. Lastly, if you have any 
questions about the campaign, please contact any member of the Giving Campaign Committee, the Rev. 
George Smith or Rev. Elizabeth Molitors. 
  
Please go to www.stmarksglenellyn.org, if you would like more information on the Giving Campaign. Thanks in 
advance for your generosity and commitment to St. Mark‘s. 
  
2011 Giving Campaign Committee 
Ellie Dunham  Andrew Dorn 
Javier Valdivia  Jan Novak 

  

Rev. George Smith or Rev. Elizabeth Molitors 
 
Nancy Gier / Vestry Liasion 
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After Hours for Moms 
 

(evening fellowship for mothers of school-age kids, up to age 18) 
  
This month we will welcome noted author and speaker Jill Savage speaking on her new book, 
Living With Less So Your Family Has More. Our culture believes that, in general, bigger is 
better. But when it comes to raising a family, many families find that simply isn‘t true. Living 
with less stress, less activity, and even less money can actually result in more for your family! 
This message will equip you with both the attitudes and the actions needed to live with less and give your 
family more! Save the date for this fun program, which we will open up the community on Wednesday, 
October 27th in Mahon Hall from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 
If you are currently not receiving email notices on After Hours for Moms, please contact Caroline McAlpine 
at c_mcalpin@hotmail.com. We are moving to an Evite format sending out an invite 2 weeks before the 
programs. The Evite format will replace sign-ups in the Narthex. For more information about After Hours 
please visit the informational bulletin board near the nursery for a full description of this year‘s programs and 
speakers. There is no charge for these programs, although a suggested donation of $5 is welcomed per 
program. We hope you can enjoy a special night out for yourself! We look forward to seeing you! 

What has 26 eyes, 24 ears and one tail? 
Yes, you got it! St. Mark's Preschool. 
 
St. Mark's Preschool opened September 14, with 9 happy children, 3 smiling teachers 
and one fish. We are looking forward to sharing more about our exciting program in 
coming issues of the PostMark, but for now would like to let you know that we have a 
few spaces left in our program for this school year. If your three or four year old is 
still looking for a preschool, please contact us. The Reggio Emilia approach to early 
childhood celebrates community, so the help of the parishioners of St. Mark's will help 
our school to thrive. 
 
We also would like to ask for your help in making all the possibilities of our parish's new preschool happen. In 
this space, we will list items that we would like donated for the preschool and preschool projects. You can 
leave them in the baskets labeled "Preschool" in the Narthex or outside the Preschool office. 
 
This month, we are looking for: 
Art and Architecture Books (coffee table style books with lots of pictures -will be used by our students so they 
get ideas for their own building and art) 
Different kinds of paper (different textures, colors, weights, including wall paper) 
Items from nature (bird's nests, interesting rocks, shells)  
Washers and bolts (from the hardware store) 
 
If you have any other items, you think we could use in our program, please contact our Director, Meghan 
Kaplan, preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
 

Submitted by: Cindy Flynn, notnowkato@gmail.com, Jill Bednas, jillbednas@comcast.net 

mailto:c_mcalpin@hotmail.com
mailto:preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:notnowkato@gmail.com
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NOVA 
 

(daytime fellowship for mothers of preschoolers) 
 

  

Are you experiencing the exciting, intense, demanding childrearing years at home with young children who 
are not in school yet? You are invited to connect with us to recharge your batteries each week! Nurturers of 
the Very Active (NOVA), our weekly group for mothers of preschoolers meets every Thursday from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m., alternating between play dates/outings for moms and kids one week and programs for moms in 
the parish library (childcare provided) the next week.  
 
  
10/07 – Sewing Basics. Want to make new pillows for your sofa? Embellish a plain t-shirt for your child? 
Learn the basics of sewing? Join us Oct 7th where Bryn Wulf will talk about the basics of sewing for your 
home and clothes/costumes for kids. If you want to be hands-on and leave with a finished project, plan to 
bring either a plain child's t-shirt (Target, Kohls, etc.) or one yard of home dec fabric to make a pillow. This 
program is designed for either the brand new seamstress or an experienced sewer. (Experienced sewers are 
welcome to bring their own machines.) An iron and ironing board will be provided. 
 
10/14 – Willowbrook Wildlife Center Outing. Come join us as we discover where the wild things are! We‘ll 
first visit the center‘s hands-on museum for children where the kids can play with puppets, puzzles and pet 
some of the resident animals. We‘ll also peek into the Baby Nursery and watch volunteers caring for the baby 
animals. Outside the center we‘ll see some local wild animals up close along a self-guided nature trail. In case 
of rain or extreme cold, we'll meet in Mahon Hall at St. Mark's. Questions or to find us that day, contact 
Caroline McAlpine at c_mcalpin@hotmail.com or (630) 346-2389 (cell). 
 
10/21 – Teaching Children About Money. Our children are richly blessed—yet we can‘t give them every 
material thing they want. Talking to them about money requires us to clarify these values. What do we need 
to teach them from an early age? Where do allowance, chores, saving, borrowing, sharing, shopping, and 
stewardship fit into a young child‘s worldview? Join us for a lively discussion led by Elizabeth Lanzillo. 
Childcare provided. 
 
10/28 – Cosley Zoo: Pumpkins and Scarecrow Fest. Join us as we let the kids crawl through the cornstalk 
tunnels and climb up the straw bale pyramid while we enjoy some good conversation. We‘ll visit with the 
animals and enjoy some festive photo opportunities with the scarecrow, pumpkin, cornstalk and Indian corn 
displays. Bring your lunch or enjoy some caramel apples or apple cider at the seasonal concession stand. We‘ll 
meet in the main courtyard by the duck pond. In case of rain or extreme cold, we'll meet in Mahon Hall at St. 
Mark's. Questions or to find us that day, contact Joanie Somerville at jlsomerville@comcast.net or (630) 
200-3947 (cell). 
 
F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N : If you are currently not receiving email notices on these programs 
and outings, please contact Elizabeth Lanzillo at eschnell@wowway.com. Additionally, please visit the 
informational bulletin board near the nursery for a full description of this year‘s programs and outings. We 
understand that life with little ones can be unpredictable, so you are welcome to come late, leave early, keep 
your child on your lap, or just drop in whenever you can!  

mailto:bl_wulf@hotmail.com
mailto:jlsomerville@comcast.net
mailto:eschnell@wowway.com
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Sunday Education for Children 
 

Sunday School News – Classes begin in individual classrooms - 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. 
The Sunday School program year was launched on August 29th! Our Church is engaged in a year long study of 
the Bible, which spans all ages. It is not too late to join a class if you have missed these first few Sundays! 
Newcomers are always welcome! Please remember to tell your teachers where they will find you when 
Sunday School is over. This is especially important for our Preschool – 1st grade age group. The following 
is a list of our dedicated and wonderful teaching staff: 
 
Preschool 2s and 3s:  Steve and Kelly Gross, Janice Campagna, Brooke Bass,  
    Melissa Creech, Sophie Dempsey 
Kindergarten/1st grade: Scott Bednas, Heidi Bridenstine, Susan Shorney, Carin Fanter 
2nd grade:    Kathleen Leid and Michele Gorman 
3rd grade:   Cheryl Olsen, Karen Doran, and Sue Mylander 
4th/5th grade:   George Churchill, Paul and Martha Sexauer 
6th grade:   Leo Lanzillo, Karen Hill, Pastor Robin Currie 
 
Substitute teachers are still needed. If you could be a ―fill-in‖ for a Sunday or two during the upcoming year, 
please contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org or 630/858-1020, ext. 226 
 
Lamb’s Chapel and Children’s Worship 
St. Mark‘s offers a quality education/worship experience for children, ages 2 – 1st grade, during the 9:15 
worship hour. Sign in begins at 9:05. The Lamb‘s Chapel (for 2 and 3 year olds) is located across from the 
nursery. Children‘s Worship (for 4 year olds through 1st graders) takes place in two rooms in the Undercroft.  
 
These ministries are staffed by an outstanding group of trained volunteers. They are designed to provide an age 
appropriate worship experience for your children. If you have children in the Lamb‘s Chapel or Children‘s 
Worship age range who have not tried Children‘s Worship, we invite you to visit us one morning to see what it 
is all about.  
 
St. Mark’s Nursery  
Nursery care for infants and toddlers is offered every Sunday morning, 8:00 – 11:30 a.m. The nursery is staffed 
by Norma Cid, our wonderful nursery coordinator. Volunteers assist Norma on a rotating basis each week. 

Children’s Music 
Cherub Choir 
Cherub Rehearsals take place on Sunday mornings during a music time in the preschool Sunday School class. 
The Cherubs will sing in the Christmas Pageant as well as on Mother‘s Day.  
 
Choristers – A choir for Kindergarteners through 3rd graders 
Meet in the choir room on Wednesdays, 4:15 – 5:00. We focus on learning anthems for worship, elementary 
musical concepts and respect for one another and the church. We will sing in church on a monthly basis and 
will also sing at Sunrise Assisted Living and/or the Esse Adult Day Care Center. All are welcome! Marsha 
Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org or 630/858-1020, ext. 226 

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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From the Associate Rector: Reflections On a Year 
 
When I was driving to St. Mark‘s last Sunday, I passed – as I do every Sunday – my neighbors walking their two 
Golden Retrievers. I‘m always interested to see these dogs: besides having great affection for the energy and 
good nature of this breed, I like to notice the contrast between the two of them. One is a rather old fellow, 
with a slower gait and whitening muzzle. The other is a youngster, pulling at its leash and prancing around its 
older sibling. 
 
As I watched them, I realized that I‘ve been marking time by them, especially by the young dog. When I started 
at St. Mark‘s in September 2009, that dog was a brand new puppy; now, a year later, the dog, while not quite 
full-grown, has changed remarkably and visibly. It was a great visual reminder that a year has, indeed, passed 
by, with lots of growth and changes. 
 
Recently, I looked back at my September 2009 day planner (yes, I keep a hard-copy calendar), and reviewed 
the schedule from that first day: two Eucharists (one with a baptism); two coffee hours; stopping by adult 
formation and the middle-school and high school Sunday school rooms; lunch with George and his family; a 
wedding; a pool party for high school youth; Evensong, followed by dinner. And it hasn‘t slowed down since. 
 
It‘s easy for me to forget that it‘s only been a year – a parishioner remarked to me recently that it seemed like 
I‘d been at St. Mark‘s much longer (she clarified that she meant that in the best possible way!). I take that as a 
measure of how openly and willingly people have embraced me and my daughter, Emily, as part of this 
community. St. Mark‘s is a place of great creativity and energy, tolerance and humor, dedication and optimism. 
It‘s a human place, a gracious and forgiving place: a sacred place. I can‘t imagine anywhere else I‘d rather be, or 
anything else I‘d rather being doing. With gratitude, I am,  
        Yours in Christ, 

        Elizabeth+ 

Sunday Morning Adult Formation Opportunities 
  
Our new worship schedule begins this Fall with two Adult Forum classes that will complement each other: 
9:00 a.m-10:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.- 11:15 a.m. Our focus this year is on the wonderful subject of the Bible. 
  
The 9:00 a.m. class will welcome scholars who will lead discussions on the story of the Bible, the context and 
"hard sayings" of the Old Testament, Judaism and Christianity. The class will continue with an overview of the 
New Testament, the women of the New Testament, the book of Revelation. This Advent we will welcome 
back Dr. Buis from Wheaton College's music conservatory who will inspire us again with the music of Advent. 
  
Our One Year, One Book: The Word is Very Near You 10:15 a.m. class will begin a reading of each book of 
the Bible, week by week with discussions of a main theme of each book led by parishioners and guest leaders. 
Everyone in our congregation is encouraged to get out their Bible (or buy a new one) and begin the adventure 
of reading the Bible, book by book through this "One Year, One Book." 

  

Myrna Grant (myrna.grant@wheaton.edu) 
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St. Mark's 2010 Mexico Mission Trip  
Reflections Series continued… 
Nigromante is a lot different from Glen Ellyn. But you don't need me to tell you that. So what is it? The 
plumbing, the matriarchal society, the language? Sure, but those are easy answers. When you think about it, it's 
not that different really. The moment I stepped off the van, I felt at home. Not because I remembered the 
town, spoke fluent Spanish, or remembered every person's name from last year- those aren't really true. What 
made me feel at home was the mob of children who attached themselves to our hips and arms, hugging us, 
grinning, and saying, "Hola!" When I replied, "Hola. Cómo estás?" (Hello, how are you?), they launched into 
rapid-fire Spanish, smiling like I was their older sister who just came home. One afternoon I walked out the 
church's door and into the plaza, sunlight streaking across the sky, and a different world was in front of me. 
Chad and Trey were starting a band with a group of little boys, complete with water-jug drums and Padre 
Daniel's mandolin. Chad and a little boy were ricking out on harmonicas, while Trey and a few kids were 
playing the guitars. Gemma was playing catch with a line of little kids, who counted the tosses to five before 
letting someone else have a turn. Alex, Mrs. Toliver, and Elizabeth were sitting on benches throughout the 
plaza, talking to different groups of women from the village. John and Elliott were taking turns playing soccer on 
the pavement (the kids play barefoot there) and being surrounded by a group of giggling, adoring, teenage girls. 
Sawyer was running around taking thousands- no exaggeration- of pictures. People were spread all over- 
drawing with chalk, on piggy back rides, playing frisbee, chasing Matthew like ducklings. I thought, This is just 
too cool. This is why I came back. This is why I want to bring people with me. Because of this. And I know it 
will knock their socks off. - Lina Benich 

Hola: 
Mi nombre es Ana Karen Espinosa Ramírez 
Tengo 10 años estoy en 5o grado de la Escuela 
Ignacio ―M‖ Altamirano mis calificaciones son de 
8.6. 
Y me gustaría que me apoyaran con la beca para 
comprar mis útiles escolares y ayudar a mi mamá 
para que me compre mi uniforme y zapatos de tenis 
porque mi hermano y yo solo contamos con el 
apoyo de mi mamá. 
Soy de la iglesia de San Marcos de Nigromante 
MP10: de Playa Vicente Veracruz. 
Gracias. Adios. 

Hello: 
My name is Ana Karen Espinosa Ramirez 
I‘m 10 years old I‘m in the fifth grade at Ignacio 
―M‖ Altamirano my grade point average is 8.6. 
And I would like for you to support me with the 
scholarship so I can buy my school supplies and 
help my mother buy my school uniform and tennis 
shoes because my brother and I can only count on 
our mother‘s financial support. 
I‘m from San Marcos church in Nigromante MP10: 
of Playa Vicente, Veracruz. 
Thank you. Goodbye. 
Sincerely, Ana Karen 

Sunday, October 3rd, 2009 2 p.m. 
St. Mark‘s Episcopal Church 
393 North Main Street 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 
 
Bring your cats or dogs, rabbits or rodents, and join your fellow animal lovers in St. Mark‘s Columbarium 
Garden (north side of the church) for a short liturgy followed by individual pet blessings. In case of inclement 
weather, the service will take place in Mahon Hall. Please invite any friends or neighbors with pets, too! 

Blessing of the Animals to Honor St. Francis 
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Rector’s Report: 
We are getting ready for the start of a new program year and the addition of a third service on Sunday mornings beginning 

Aug 29. The St. Mark’s preschool has received approval from the Village of Glen Ellyn and the Department of 
Children and Family Services and will officially begin its inaugural school year on Sep 14. A year-long adult formation 
series on the Bible begins on Sep 12.  

Natalie Dunham and Lucy Chavez were baptized on August 15. Nola Gross was baptized on July 11. 
Restoration of four stained glass windows in the church nave was completed in July and made possible by funds given in 

honor of Mary Louise and Paul T. Mielke, and Barbara Dene and John R. Roberts, Jr. – the parents of Mardie and 
John Roberts. 

Seventeen youth and adults visited our companion parish, San Marcos, in the Diocese of Southeast Mexico in June. The 
group hosted a luncheon and presentation on August 15. 

We celebrated Quinceañeras this summer for Vanessa Cabrera and Jocelyn Briones. The Quinceañera is a traditional 
Latino celebration for fifteen year old girls, marking the transition to adulthood. A Christian liturgy that reaffirms the 
baptismal covenant and celebrates the Holy Eucharist is a key part of the Quinceañera. 

Over 60 children participated in St. Mark’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) August 2-6. 
Twenty-five St. Mark’s men attended a barbeque at the rector’s home on July 23

rd
.  

Chad Alcorn, Seth Allison and David Hendricks presented a six-part Sunday morning adult forum series called “All in the 
Family” – presentations and discussions on family issues such as parenting and marriage. 

The “rainbow” room and the women’s bathroom next to Lehman Parlor received a fresh coat of paint, thanks to funding 
from the Parents’ Day Out program. 

Liza Diamond and Mark Tainton were married at St. Mark’s on June 26
th
. Elizabeth Molitors officated. 

Matt Begale and Renee Consoer were married at St. Mark’s on May 30
th
. George Smith officiated. 

My sister, Eleanor, died of cancer on June 14. I helped plan and participated in two memorial services – one in June in 
Ojai, California, her hometown for the past eight years, and a service on August 14 at Christ Church Winnetka, the 
town of our childhood and where she and her husband Christopher lived for 15 years. I am deeply thankful for the 
support and love of the people of St. Mark’s – your prayers, cards, words of support and many gestures of concern 
have helped me and my family immensely during this difficult time. 

Strategy Session: Budget 2011 – Eric and Dick 
Currently there is a $25K shortage in scheduled giving – $15K pledges and $10K open-plate shortfalls – but good news is 

that expenses are right on. 
We built the 2010 budget assuming 7% pledge growth – but we are actually behind 2009 collections, which has major 

implications for the Campbell Trust: at this pace, funds will be exhausted before the end of 2012. We may need to 
make some hard choices now. 

What are the most-important missions and strategies here for 2011? – because we want to fund those first. Also: what 
can we give up if we have to choose something? 

We’re growing to three services, so don’t see a lot of places to cut “staff” -- 
What things do we need to be certain to fund? 

children’s programs need to be at top of the full-funding list;  
keep expanding music: pageants and JazzNight events are also an outreach. We may need to make a simple “it’s 

summer – we’re behind in collections” statement to parish – enacting a freeze is a step back. 
We would like to stretch Campbell Trust funds to Dec 2012. 
Need everyone here to look HARD at their ministries’ 2010 expenditures and consider amounts for 2011. 

Vestry business: 
Elizabeth has been with us as our Associate Rector for one year on September 6! 
Resolution to approve Rebecca Boskovic as Treasurer of St.Mark’s Preschool: approved unanimously; 
Resolution to approve the official opening of St.Mark’s Preschool: approved unanimously; 
Mini-kitchen remodeling update: 

Plan now moving toward dishwasher, microwave, double sink, two hardwired coffeemakers, full fridge 
Ryan Dunham now drawing it all up, working from a $4K budget (which has now been donated!) 

 
Unofficial notes by Daniel Conaway 

Vestry Meeting Notes 
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The St. Mark’s 4th Annual Pumpkin Patch Needs You!!! 
 
The pumpkins arrive on October 9th. Sales will begin that day and continue through October 31st. We need 
volunteers to un-load and to man sales shifts throughout the process. We are using VolunteerSpot.com to 
organize volunteers. Use the following web address to find our page and to sign up.  
http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/623456347411240109.  
 
If you want the link e-mailed to you, send an e-mail to jcampagna42@hotmail.com.  
Contact Joe Campagna either via his e-mail noted above or at 630-942-0668, if you have any questions or 
need additional information. 

 

http://volunteerspot.com/
http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/623456347411240109
mailto:jcampagna42@hotmail.com

