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The Musk at Ground Zero 
 

What‘s all this fuss about an Eagle Rights Amendment? This was the question posed by 
commentator Emily Latella on Saturday Night Live‘s Weekend Update some thirty years ago. 
Loud-mouthed, near-sighted and opinionated, Emily couldn‘t seem to say enough about how 
eagles didn‘t need a rights bill. When finally interrupted and told that the issue was Equal Rights, 
not Eagle Rights, she delivered her unapologetic, nasal reply: ―Never mind!‖ For me, this was the 
golden era of late night comedy. I still watch Saturday Night Live, but it never seems to me to 
match the wit and humor of its original days. I wish a current-day Ms. Latella would make an 
appearance once again to talk about Ground Zero. She might ask about all of the fuss over an 
animal-based fragrance in New York City. There are all kinds of smells in Manhattan! Why so 
upset about musk? 
 

Sometimes we need some humor, even when the topic is political and sensitive. There has been 
a lot of discussion about a proposed Islamic center near Ground Zero. Either because of a desire 
for simplicity or due to political posturing, the controversy in New York City is headlined as ―The 
Mosque at Ground Zero.‖ Details matter, especially in this case. Knowing that what is under 
consideration is a community center, not a mosque, near, not at Ground Zero, makes a 
difference. In this and other discussions, debates and conversations about religion and religious 
topics of importance, details matter. Knowledge matters. We need to be informed and ready to 
find out more before taking sides and forming opinions. The skit on Eagle Rights helped us see 
this in the 1970s. Today, perhaps we need to laugh at the Musk at Ground Zero. 
 

Sadly but not surprisingly, Americans scored an ―F‖ on a recent survey of religious knowledge 
conducted by the Pew Research Center‘s Forum on Religion and Public Life. Fewer than half of 
those surveyed knew that the Dalai Lama is Buddhist. Only 45% could name the four Gospels of 
the New Testament (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John). You can take the survey yourself and read 
more about the results on the Internet at pewforum.org. I think the survey results are alarming. 
At a time when religion is an increasingly important part of our lives, politics and future, we need 
to make sure that we and our children understand the core claims of Christianity and at least 
some basics about other religions. Without this knowledge and reference, our society will 
become less tolerant and more violent. The Episcopal Church is committed to seeing dignity in 
all people and in all faiths. St. Mark‘s is equally committed to formation for children and adults 
that includes key facts about other religions and the pillars of Christianity, such as foundational 
Bible stories, the Lord‘s Prayer, the 23 Psalm, the Nicene Creed, and so forth. Religious 
formation is more than education. It takes time and happens through worship, outreach, Sunday 
school classes, forums and community life. This is available for you and your family at St. Mark‘s – 
for a better society and future. 

Yours in Christ, George+ 
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On the Liturgy 
November 2010 
 

Richard Hooker (1554-1600) is celebrated on our liturgical calendar on November 3. No one is more 
responsible for shaping Anglican thought than this priest and Hebrew scholar, writing in the turbulent years of 
Queen Elizabeth I. Hooker‘s great work, Of The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity (1593-1597), justified the Church 
of England‘s position between the extremes of Roman Catholicism on the one hand and Puritanism on the 
other. The Puritans, an influential group in England at the time, insisted that the church had not gone far enough 
in the Reformation and in particular should have broken with the threefold ministry of bishops, priests, and 
deacons. The Church of England and its descendants such as the Episcopal Church have from the time of 
Hooker seen themselves as a Via Media or Middle Way, a moderate balance of Catholic and Reformed 
Christianity. Hooker set forth the Anglican approach to theology, that our knowledge is based on Scripture, 
interpreted by tradition and reason. His writings on political authority greatly influenced the English philosopher 
John Locke and through him the American Founding Fathers. 
 

On November 14 our liturgical calendar recalls the Consecration of Bishop Samuel Seabury (1729-1796) in 
1784. Bishop Seabury's consecration was of pivotal importance to the Episcopal Church. With America's newly 
won independence, there was a serious question of whether Anglicanism, already buffeted by the war against 
England, could survive in the new United States. The American Episcopal Church had no bishops of her own 
and was no longer able to appeal to the Church of England for episcopal oversight. Further, the English church 
had no provision for consecrating a bishop who could not swear allegiance to the English crown. Seabury, a 
Connecticut-born priest ordained in England in 1753, was sent by the priests of Connecticut to Britain to be 
consecrated. Finding England unwilling to do this, he traveled to Scotland, where he was consecrated by the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland. Returning to America, he accepted the bishopric of Connecticut and persuaded 
the Episcopal Church to accept the Scottish version of the Prayer Book Communion Service. He participated in 
the first consecration of a bishop on American soil, John Claggett of Maryland in 1792. Thus, the episcopate 
was established in the United States. 

-David Fletcher, david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Cathedral Shelter Christmas Baskets: Adopt a Family Now! 
 

Family information packets are available now in the Narthex for adopting a Cathedral Shelter client family. 
Family sizes range from 1 person (seniors) to 5 persons. Detailed guidelines are included with every packet, but 
briefly, plan to spend $25-30 per person on gifts, and $15 per person in the form of a Jewel gift card to cover 
food and supplies costs. Your boxes are due at church Wednesday through Friday before our Saturday, 
December 11th early morning pick-up. We‘ll also welcome worker bees on that Saturday morning to help load 
the truck.  
 
Thank you for your participation in this St. Mark‘s tradition! Contact Ginnie Judd (cell phone 708-837-2815 
or FaberNJudd@comcast.net) if you have questions about St. Mark‘s program. 
 
For more information about Cathedral Shelter, which has been serving the near west side community of 
Chicago since 1915, please visit their website: www.cathedralshelter.org. 
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173rd Annual Convention of the Diocese of Chicago 
 
On November 19th and 20th, St. Mark‘s delegates will gather together with other members of the Diocese of 
Chicago as Christ‘s body for our annual Convention at the Westin Lombard Yorktown Center. The theme 
―Relate, Renew, Restore: Caring for God‘s Creation‖ calls us to focus on environmental justice and 
sustainability. Through workshops, worship, presentations, and encounters with fellow delegates, we will 
engage in our church‘s mission to restore all creation to unity with God. A significant event at this year‘s 
Convention will be the Rev. Canon Sally Bingham‘s keynote address. Canon Bingham, recognized as one of the 
nation‘s top green religious leaders, is a member of President Obama‘s Advisory Council on Faith-based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships and is the author of Love God Heal Earth. Our companion relationship with the 
Diocese of Renk in Sudan will be celebrated by showing the Renk Media Team‘s video from their visit with 
Bishop Lee to Sudan last January. There will also be a health fair hosted by the Church Pension Group, as well 
as daily learning opportunities for adults, youth and children. All are welcome to attend part or all of the two 
day Convention as general lay participants. Programs for children ages 3 – 13 are also part of the convention 
experience. Registration and program information can be found at www.episcopalchicago.org. If you are not 
able to attend but would like to know what was presented at the Convention, feel free to ask your delegates 
and alternates: Bob Bernero, Danna Gross, Elizabeth Lewis, Dianne Hunter, Brett Baker and Gretchen 
Kenower. We take your hopes and prayers with us and look forward to sharing our impressions. 

Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep North 
 

A Film by Katrina Browne  
 

Is our past still affecting our future?  
 

Join us for this special screening of the acclaimed documentary Traces of the Trade:  
A Story from the Deep North and a moderated discussion about the legacy of slavery  
and how racism and an economy based on oppression might be at work today. What  

steps can we take right now to begin the process of repair that can lead to reconciliation,  
remembering that reconciliation is not the beginning but the end product of this  

process of reflection, compassion, vision, and sacrifice?  
  

Moderators: Dain and Constance Perry. Dain Perry is a cousin of the  
film‘s maker Katrina Browne & participated in the film.  

  
Tuesday, November 16 

7 pm  
St. Andrew‘s Episcopal Church  

1125 Franklin Street  
Downers Grove, IL 60515  

Presented by  
 The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago Anti-Racism Commission &  

St. Andrew‘s Episcopal Church in Downers Grove  
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St. Mark’s Preschool News 
 

Thank you for the world so sweet, 
Thank you for the food we eat, 

Thank you for the birds that sing. 
Thank you God, for everything. 

 
At the St. Mark‘s Preschool, sharing is a big part of our day. In the spirit of sharing and in preparation for 
Thanksgiving, we would like to share with you and your family the table grace we started our year with at 
snack time. 
 
We have a lot to be thankful for. We are most thankful for the wonderful community of St. Mark‘s that built 
this exciting new program. Below are a number of parishioners, friends and staff, to whom we owe our thanks. 
It is truly amazing what we can do when we pull together and share our time and talents! 

Sarah Adler 
Angela Adkins 
Rachel Alcorn 
Rinda Allison 
Dick Anstee 
Kris Baier 
Jill Bednas 
Lina Benich 
Michael Benich 
Bob Bernero 
Michael Boskovic 
Rebecca Boskovic 
Jocelyn Briones 
Miguel Briones 
Dale Byrnes 
Douglas Buchanan 
Trey Buchanan 
Janice Campagna 
Joe Campagna 
Bob Cardwell 
Jen Chavez 
Horacio Chavez 
Deirdre Churchill 
George Churchill 
Robin Currie 
Dianne Dinse 
Eric Dinse 
Joan Eorgoff 
Caitlin Felde 
Beth Figler 
Ted Figler 
David Fletcher 
Joyce Fletcher 

Abbey Flynn 
Andrew Flynn 
Cindy Flynn 
Paul Flynn 
David Funck 
Nancy Gier 
Megan Glavin 
Carrie Gowans 
Connor Gross 
Sheryl Honig 
Dianne Hunter 
Ginnie Judd 
Holly Hampsen 
Isana Hill Maung 
Karen Hill 
Amy Kalten 
Meghan Kaplan 
Noah Kaplan 
David Kinney 
Patsy Kinney 
Perry Knutson 
Elizabeth Lanzillo 
Leo Lanzillo 
Kathleen Leid 
Elizabeth Lewis 
Reeny Linstrom 
Sean Linstrom 
Kathy O‘Rourke 
Bob Olsen 
Cheryl Olsen 
Caroline McAlpine 
Dave McCarraher 
Fiona Miller 

Lauren Mordini 
Lisa Mordini 
Bill Novak 
Jan Novak 
Bob Olsen 
Cheryl Olsen 
Carrie Pihl 
Alex Reed 
Elliott Reed 
Lane Reed 
Kim Reed 
Didia Saucedo 
Tara Schoen 
April Sedall 
Susan Shorney 
Joanne Somerville 
Savannah Stewart 
Bonnie Schwanz 
Cecilia Smith 
Frances Smith 
George Smith 
Lydia Smith 
Elanor Smith 
Charles Snyder 
Kathleen Taback 
Penny Taback 
Scott Taback 
Jane Thomas 
Molly Toliver 
Peter Vagt 
Javier Valdivia 
Liz Valdivia 
Ryan Valdivia 

Olivia Vanderlei 
Marsha Webster 
Fiona White 
Nicola White 
Lynn Wollstadt 
Katie Wright 
Bryn Wulf 
Jane Zaccaria 
Paula Zwiebel 

Thank you to the many 
others who contributed to 
our fundraisers and helped 
us with donations or moved 
furniture for us along the 
way. Also, a big thank you 
to the Vestry, Outreach 
Committee and the PDO 
Board and staff for their 
support. Sincere apologies 
to anyone who is left off the 
list! 



November 2010 

Page 5 

We just finished an All About Me unit. Students sketched and 
painted self portraits that are hung in the hallway and office. 
We are working on mixing colors (especially fall colors). We have 
done leaf rubbings, paint and water color mixing projects, as well as 
fall collages. 
We will be doing a lot more work with fall, pumpkins, and apples. 
The students are volunteering to turn pumpkins for the church. 
We have begun exploring butterflies and caterpillars, and this theme 
will stretch throughout the year. 
George and Elizabeth took us to chapel, read the story of creation 
and we discussed colors we saw around the church and in the 
windows. This will be an ongoing visit. 
We have and will continue to explore patterns through a variety of 
textiles. 
We will also be doing some thanksgiving and Halloween 
celebrations (Halloween celebration will be October. 28th. We will 
dress in costume, play games, and more) 
We had a visit from Miss Robin of the Glen Ellyn Public Library 

St Mark‘s Preschool Director 
Meghan Kaplan  
meghan.kaplan@msn.com 

If you would like to contribute your time and talents, to the Preschool, please contact Kim Reed, Chair, 
Friends of the Preschool, kimreed@wowway.com.  
 
This month, we are looking for donations of the following items: 
 Art and Architecture Coffee Table Books 
 Items from Nature  
 Washers (from the hardware store) 
 Papers of different weights, colors, textures 
Please place in the wishing well outside the Preschool Office or the basket in the Narthex. Thank you! 
 
Cindy Flynn, Chair, St. Mark’s Preschool Board notnowkato@gmail.com 
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Women to Women (W2W) 
fellowship for women of all ages 

  
All women of the parish are invited to W2W where intergenerational friendships are celebrated. If you are 

currently not receiving email notices on W2W programs, please contact Kathleen Leid at 
ksrleid@gmail.com. 
  
Wednesday, November 17 – Cookies with Caroline: Decorate and Donate! Get your 
creative juices flowing and enjoy the company of others as we decorate holiday cookies for 
our families and friends. Caroline McAlpine will provide the cookies and frosting: just come 
and have fun! This year promises to be our biggest cookie event ever. We‘ll also be donating 
some of our baked creations to the annual ―At Home for the Holidays‖ fundraiser that 
benefits Peoples Resource Center. So bring a friend, come join others on this one-of-a-kind 

festive social evening where it will be just pure fun! A suggested donation of $10-$15 to help cover the supplies 
and fund the women's programs will be collected at the door. Seats are limited so please RSVP in advance no 
later than Sunday, November 14th. RSVP at CookieswithCaroline@gmail.com or call (630) 858-7008. 

Youth News — Grades 6, 7, and 8 
 

Thank you to all of the Blythe and Basement Boys youth (and their leaders!) who did such a terrific job on the 
‘Bigger & Better’ Collection for the Peoples’ Resource Center. Flyers requesting the PRC‘s ‗wish list‘ items 
were distributed to the houses one Wednesday night in September, and the kids returned 2 weeks later to 
collect the items. There were at least 15 large bags filled! There were also some children's toys, including a doll 
stroller, a little riding scooter, and a girls' bike. The PRC volunteer who unloaded this collection from the car 
was so thrilled and grateful for all of these items. Good work! 
 

On October 1st, we held a Confirmation kick-off meeting and mini-retreat for 7/8th grade youth and parents. 
Following an information session, discussion and dinner with the whole group, the parents then met with Kim 
Reed to be introduced to the 7/8th grade curriculum. The youth met separately for games and activities, and 
ended the evening with Eucharist in the church. 
 

Thanks, too, for all the Middle School Youth who helped unload pumpkins on Saturday, October 9th.  
Upcoming events: 

§ In lieu of the regular Wednesday evening Blythe/Basement Boys meeting during the first week of 
November, the youth are invited to participate in Sleep Out Saturday on November the 6th. We‘ll 
gather at 7pm in the building to watch a movie, have a snack and play some games, before heading 
outside to sleep in tents in St. Mark‘s front yard. Sleep Out Saturday is intended to raise awareness 
about homeless families in DuPage County. You can help support the youth of St. Mark's as they 
participate in this event by sponsoring the 'sleepers.' Information about how to pledge your support is 
located in the narthex, or you can make a secure donation online at https://bridgecommunities.org/
Sleep-Out-Saturday/Make-a-pledge.html (search for St. Mark‘s Episcopal Church, Glen Ellyn in the 
'participant's name' search box).  

§ November 17th, Blythe and Basement Boys will meet from 7 - 8:30pm. The Blythe girls will be joining 
the Women2Women group that evening to decorate holiday cookies. 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Molitors associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org 630/858-1020, ext. 226 

mailto:ksrleid@gmail.com
mailto:CookieswithCaroline@gmail.com
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Women’s Ministry News 
 
If you are currently not receiving email notices on NOVA or After Hours for Moms, please contact Caroline 
McAlpine at c_mcalpin@hotmail.com. We are moving to an Evite format sending out an invite 2 weeks 
before the programs. The Evite format will replace sign-ups in the Narthex. For more information about After 
Hours please visit the informational bulletin board near the nursery for a full description of this year‘s programs 
and speakers. There is no charge for these programs, although a suggested donation of $5 is welcomed per 
program. We hope you can enjoy a special night out for yourself! We look forward to seeing you! 

NOVA 
daytime fellowship for parents of young children 

  

Are you experiencing the exciting, intense, demanding childrearing years at home with young children who 
are not in school yet? You are invited to connect with us to recharge your batteries each week! Nurturers of 
the Very Active (NOVA), our weekly group for parents of young children meets every Thursday from 9:30 
to 11:30 am, alternating between play dates/outings for parents and kids one week and programs for 
parents in the parish library (childcare provided) the next week. Our program topics are geared to parents 
of young children, but parents of children of all ages are welcome. See our schedule below to find out what 
is happening this month: 
  

11/04 – Taking Care of Yourself: Pilates. Ellie Dunham will share principles of Pilates, discuss the 
importance of core strength and how this can benefit busy moms, and demonstrate some basic exercises. 
Wear comfortable clothing and feel free to bring your own yoga mat if you have one. Childcare provided. 
  

11/11 – Crafts with the Kids. We‘ll meet in Mahon Hall for some seasonal crafts with the kids and coffee 
for the moms! Feel free to come late, leave early or drop in whenever you can. 
  

11/18 – Do-It-Yourself Birthday Parties. Planning an at-home or do-it-yourself birthday party for young 
kids can be overwhelming at best. Join us as Kelly Allison demonstrates how to demystify and simplify the art 
of inspired party planning. We'll cover everything from invites to party favors, for both boys & girls, ages 1-5. 
  

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N : If you are currently not receiving email notices on these programs 
and outings, please contact Elizabeth Lanzillo at eschnell@wowway.com. Additionally, please visit the 
informational bulletin board near the nursery for a full description of this year‘s programs and outings. We 
understand that life with little ones can be unpredictable, so you are welcome to come late, leave early, 
keep your child on your lap, or just drop in whenever you can!  

Advent and Christmas Devotional Booklet – Available for distribution on November 28th 

 
Thanks to everyone who signed up to write a devotion and prayer for the St. Mark‘s Advent devotional 
booklet. The publication will be available for all parish members and friends to pickup at worship on Sunday, 
November 28th. It will provide us with daily devotional readings, including scripture verses and prayers, for the 
season of Advent. We hope it will be a valuable resource as we travel through these holy seasons together as a 
community. Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

mailto:c_mcalpin@hotmail.com
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Children and Youth News 
 

Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 
 
Food Pantry Collection 
Since the beginning of the program year the Sunday School classes have been collecting food for the Glen Ellyn 
Food Pantry. Each class is assigned a different Sunday. If your child(ren) forgot to bring a can or box of food on 
their assigned Sunday, never fear! They are still welcome (and encouraged!) to bring their offering in later 
weeks. This offering is ongoing and we truly appreciate every box or can that is donated! At least 20 bags of 
groceries have been donated from the classes to date! 
 
Trick or Treat for Unicef 
A word of appreciation to those who collected for Unicef at Halloween! It is not too late to return your box if 
you have not gotten it back to St. Mark‘s. What is UNICEF? UNICEF (the United Nations Children's Fund) is a 
global organization that saves kids' lives in over 150 countries by providing clean water, nutrition, medicines, 
education and aid in emergencies. 
 
All Saints’ Choral Evensong Sunday – November 7th 6:00 p.m. Childcare for infants through 3rd grade will 
be available by reservation for the service and the dinner which follows. A sign up sheet is located in the 
nursery with Miss Norma, as well as in the office. Please make your reservation by October 31st. Plan to bring 
food for your child‘s dinner if you do not plan to have them join you for the community meal.  
 
What’s going on in Sunday School? The teachers and volunteer caregivers at St. Mark‘s have been busy 
working with over 50 children (nursery through 6th grade) every Sunday. Since our program year kicked off, 
we‘ve studied the Old Testament stories of the Creation, Noah and the Flood, and The Giving of the Law to 
Moses. If your family has not been participating in Sunday School, why not give it a try next Sunday? While 
attendance in worship is always our Number One priority, attending a Sunday School class is important for 
three reasons: 1) it helps to broaden our basic understanding of the Bible; 2) it teaches us how to live out our 
faith; 3) it enhances a child‘s understanding of the community we know as church. 

High School Youth Update 
 
Thanks to all of the High School Youth who were part of the Pumpkin Unloading on Saturday, October 9th. We 
had terrific youth representation that day, and the large numbers of volunteers allowed us to finish the job in 
record time! 
 
Upcoming Events: 

November 12th-14th is a Diocesan Happening Weekend at Holy Comforter Church in 
Kenilworth. If you‘re interested in attending, please see the Diocesan website for more details 
http://www.episcopalchicago.org/ministries/youth-ministry/youth-happening.cfm 
On November 14th, 4-5pm, there is a meeting for parents at the home of Tracey Kreiling (386 N. 
Main Street) to talk about the high school youth program. 

 
Rev. Elizabeth Molitors associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org 630/858-1020, ext. 226 
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2 PETER & JUDE, by Robert Harvey and Philip H. Towner. Downers Grove, IL: Inter Varsity Press, 2009. 249 
Pages. $22.00. 
 
 Two often-neglected books of the New Testament have now been included in the IVP series of 
commentaries, quite accessible to any reader serious about understanding more of their teaching. The late 
Robert Harvey, last a pastor in Illinois, and Philip H. Towner, in the employ of the American Bible Society in 
New York City, were commissioned to do this work for ―pastors, students, Bible teachers and small group 
leaders of all sorts.‖  
 The format of the book is quite basic—a brief introduction to each epistle followed by a verse-by-
verse exposition of the text. Their comments are elaborated by verse-keyed footnotes, containing both 
additional bibliographic references, plus further comments on the main text. A helpful bibliography is appended 
at the conclusion of the commentary. 
 Both these books have suffered a degree of neglect over the centuries, due partly to their relatively 
small size ( 2 Peter only three chapters in length, and Jude a single chapter), and their location near the end of 
the NT. Further , their tones of severity and condemnation of certain leaders have often tended to turn 
readers away from them. But, as both our authors make plain, size, location and severe content need not be 
deterrents to reading and studying them. To have a new perspective—in terms of their purposes in the early 
church, the conditions existing during those times, and their possible application to today‘s churches—may aid 
in casting new light on both these letters. Along with the exposition of the books, both authors have done the 
readers a service by suggesting application of the teachings to present-day issues and problems. 
 There are both theological and ethical issues at stake here. For instance, who is God? Their answer Is 
clear: God is known to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit (a Trinitarian perspective). Who is Jesus? He Is Christ 
(Messiah), Lord and Savior (a strong Christological viewpoint). Who is the Holy Spirit? The Spirit is the One 
who inspired the prophets to speak from God, and in whom we pray to God. It was the questioning (or 
opposing) of these tenets that led the writers of these epistles to write as they did. And the ethical problems 
that were confronting the early churches likewise are reflected in the letters. There was the contesting by 
certain teachers of ―the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints‖ (Jude 3). Both writers refer to such 
persons as ―scoffers,‖ those ―who follow their (ungodly) passions.‖ A strong call to maintain the prophetic 
word—which is from God—pervades the content of these epistles. That word calls for holiness, for 
steadfastness of faith, and for them to grow in their relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 One point of dissent would be the heavy dependence by both Harvey and Towner on certain 
commentators, reflected in both the main text material, as well as in the footnotes. Sometimes these items are 
used as illustrations to make a point; at other times they are explanatory or a kind of emphatic device. For 
example I noticed in Harvey‘s work on 2 Peter a total of at least eighty- six references to Richard Bauckham‘s 

works, and in Towner‘s comments on Jude at least thirty-eight citations of the same writer (mainly to his 1983 
commentary on Jude, 2 Peter). Both writers also depended often on Peter David‘s 2006 commentary, along with 
Harvey‘s frequent use of such writers as J. I. Packer, J. Neyrey, and Michael Green. In addition, Harvey used a total of at 
least thirty-eight extended quotations from these (and other) writers pertinent to his exposition, one of them extending 
to beyond an entire page in the book. 
 All in all, this book is quite readable, and for a helpful and practical approach to these epistles it should serve its 
purpose. The 2 Peter section is more homiletical and illustratative; the Jude section more exegetical and analytical. As 
there is a good degree of overlapping in the content of the two epistles, this may serve the reader well. 

Rev. Dr. Walter M. Dunnett, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
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Advent Wreath Making and Kits Available – November 28th 11:15 a.m. 
 

Wreath making kits will be available in Mahon Hall during fellowship time on Sunday, 
November 28th to begin preparations for Advent! Supplies and instructions will be 
provided, and kits can be taken home for those who are on the go that morning. To 
volunteer to help lead this activity or for questions, contact Marsha Webster at 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org.  
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PDO Ministry 
Serves  

90+ Children in Our 
Community! 

Parents Day Out (―PDO‖) is a ministry 
of St. Mark‘s to provide once or twice-a
-week day care for children of the 
community between the ages of 2 and 
5. The program includes fine and large 
motor skill activities, arts and crafts, 
songs and stories, as well as creative 
play time. Operating five days a week, 
our ministry continues to grow and now 
serves over 90 children and 80 families. 
PDO is currently fully enrolled, but the 

opportunity to join a substitute list on all days is available. Registration forms are available in the church office 
for children desiring to be placed on a substitute list. 
Hardship scholarships are also available. Due to 
enrollment levels, the blessings received through this 
ministry have allowed PDO to return gifts to the 
Parish. Numerous facility improvements were made 
since last spring, including renovation of the Rainbow 
Room with paint and furniture, refurbishment of the 
playground, ministry signs, and other indoor 
maintenance and repair projects. We thank our 
Director Kathy O'Rourke and her staff, Cindy Glavin, 
Melody Mordini, Miguel Briones, Norma Cid, and 
Beth Figler, for their endless enthusiasm and 
dedication to these children. Questions may be 
addressed to Kathy at: PDO@stmarksglenellyn.org.  

Come to the 2010 Episcopal Charities Ball 
Join hundreds of supporters of Episcopal Charities on Friday, November 5th, at the historic Chicago Palmer 
House Hilton for the 51st Annual Episcopal Charities Ball - a festive, meaningful night of fellowship, fun, 
dining, and dancing. This black-tie-optional gala raises funds that help Episcopal Charities and its ministry 
partners touch the lives of more than 60,000 women, men, children, and families across our Diocese each 
year.  

Catherine Jefcoat Associate Director of Resource Development 
312-751-3575 jefcoat@eccsonline.net 

http://us.mc502.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jefcoat@eccsonline.net
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Vestry Highlights – St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Using Biblical principles, can we solve modern problems? (finances, 
psych issues, child rearing) 

How do you want our children to spiritually equipped when they go 
off to college? 

How do we best grow children‘s ministries infrastructure? (and 
include the kids to help do that)  

How can high school students find their place at St. Mark‘s? (not 
being forced)  

How do we work with other parishes (Episcopal and other) to 
solve community issues?  

How can we provide a ―radical‖ welcome?  
How can we SINCERELY serve the broader community?  
Is the parish hall being used enough by community groups?  
How can we integrate cultural exhibitions (art, music) ? (stained-

glass, organ)  
How can we be more welcoming to young adults and singles?  
What would happen if we put up a sign, ―Come Visit St. Mark‘s To-

day‖?  

How can we be involved in the spiritual growth of EACH parish-
ioner?  

How do people know they are part of St. Mark‘s?  
When does one stop being a ―newcomer‖? 
Do we want to consider starting or supporting a Spanish-speaking 
Episcopal parish?  
How do we identify the needs of the community / country /world 
we want to focus on?  
How do we identify the skills and passions of everyone at St. 
Mark‘s?  
How do we get St. Markers more involved in service within our 
community?  
How do we become more open to diversity?  
How do we change the image of the Episcopal Church?  
What do we do to prepare ourselves for changes in leadership? 
How can we respect differences of opinions / viewpoints?  
How do we capture our own stories?  

Vestry business: Nominating committee (departing vestry members Joyce, Joe, and Kris) – four seats will go on the ballot: Perry‘s former 
seat and those to be vacated by Joyce, Joe, and Eric 

September 2010 Unofficial notes submitted by Dan Conaway 

Rector’s Report: 
We started a three-service schedule on Aug29. So far, 8am attendance has dropped from mid 40‘s to mid 30‘s; there are 80-120 at the 

new 9:15am service, and is 125-150 at 10:30am. Combined Aug29 attendance was 300. The 9:15 service has drawn people from both 
the 8am and 10:30am services, as was expected. Attendance at 9:15am Children‘s Worship and Lamb‘s Chapel has dropped because 
parents are choosing to have their children attend Sunday school classes at 10:15am. In general: things are going very well! 

Ministry Fair was held on Sunday, September 19th; attendance was up significantly over previous years.  
Sunday School teachers were commissioned on Sunday, September 19th. 
Fifteen people participated in the fall clean-up day on Sep18. Closets were organized and cleaned, gardens weeded, the choir loft washed 

down and the dumpster filled with garbage. Perry Knutson has handed over his role as head of Buildings and Grounds to Cheryl Olsen, 
who planned and organized this clean-up day. 

On Sep16, five members of St. Mark‘s began training in a joint-effort with First Congregational Church to become Stephen Ministers, who 
provide one-on-one pastoral care to another person at point-of-life transitions such as illness, job change, or death of a family member. 

St. Mark‘s Preschool opened on Sep14 with an enrollment of nine children and a capacity of 15. On Sep12, the congregation at the 10:30am 
service processed with bagpiper to the front door of the preschool. The honorees included our oldest and youngest parishioners (Marty 
Bates – 98 and Soren Alcorn – 3 weeks), Village President Mark Pfefferman, our preschool teachers (Meghan Kaplan, Savannah Stewart 
and Holly Hampson), and members of the Preschool planning committee (Kim Reed, Cindy Flynn and Jan Novak). 

The Parent‘s Day Out program began its new year on Sep13, and is at capacity or nearly full each day. PDO helped underwrite several im-
provements, including refurbishment of the Rainbow Room, paint for the women‘s bathroom next to Lehman Parlor, and paint in the 
Children‘s Worship rooms. 

Adult Formation is focusing on the Bible; two tracks have their own schedule of topics and speakers – the 9am track looks at broad 
themes, and the 10:15 track is moving through the Bible one book at a time.  

On Aug28, we hosted the SE Mexico Subcommittee of the Diocesan Commission on Global Relations. Many thanks to Jane Zaccaria and 
Tricia Benich who provided a delicious breakfast to our guests. 

Budget 2011 discussion: Dick 
We must continue discussion and consideration of ―desired vs. necessary‖ programs and expenses. 
First draft has suggestions on increases and changes; about $19K in ―desired increase‖ expenses shown. 
Best support ever this year for early info from vestry and committees on their budgets – thanks! 

Strategy Session: Creating a list of ―adaptive challenges / open questions‖ for St. Mark‘s in the near future: Joyce 
Please suggest questions; we will distill that list and choose one or two to engage for the next few months. 
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 Book Discussion: Eboo Patel’s Acts of Faith 

 
Wednesday, November 3, 7:30 – 9:00pm in the Library  

 
Have you read Acts of Faith: The Story of an American Muslim, the Struggle for the Soul of a Generation by 

Eboo Patel, yet? Even if you haven‘t, please join in an informal discussion of the book on Wednesday, 
November 3 from 7:30 – 9pm in the Library. Coffee and dessert will be offered. Patel, a Graduate of Glenbard 

South High School, writes about how he came to an understanding of the importance of living in peace with 
religious pluralism rather than hatred. His story is hopeful and geared toward a future of people of all faiths 

working together to make the world a better place. Questions?  
Contact Reeny Linstrom at reenylinstrom@yahoo.com. 


