
Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room 
 

An ADVENT Bible study with the 
Rector and Associate Rector 
meets weekly in the library, 
Tuesdays, 9:00-10:15am. Come 
for all the season or as often as 
you can. Childcare will be 
provided for parents who bring 
little ones. Please join us as we 
ponder the Advent readings in 
preparation to observe the birth 
of Christ in our world. Questions? 
Contact Father George, 
rector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

POSTMARK 
The Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Glen Ellyn  

"Bach and the Music of 
Angels" 

  

Last Advent, Adult Forum offered a series on 
Handel's Messiah, engagingly led by Dr. Johann 
Buis, Associate Professor of Musicology at the 
Conservatory of Wheaton College. 
  

We are delighted that Dr. Buis has agreed to a second Advent 
Series beginning on Nov.28 in the 9:00 a.m. Forum class. 
  

Dr. Buis has been in demand as a lecturer for the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, the Art Institute of Chicago, 
and other organizations. In addition, he held seminars in the USA, the 
Caribbean, and Germany. His professional activities include service on 
standing committees of the American Musicological Society (AMS) and 
the Society for American Music (SAM). His international activities include 
conference and seminar presentations, consultation, and service as an 
external examiner for doctoral dissertations.  
   

Please make a special effort to be seated (with coffee in hand, of course) 
at 9:00 a.m. if at all possible to give Dr. Buis the full hour for the 
wonderful music and discussion. Questions?  

Myrna Grant / myrna.grant@wheaton.edu 
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Important dates 

 

More information on any of these 
events can be found in this issue or 
at our website: 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
 
 

December 2010 
5 St. Nicholas Luncheon
 Evensong & Light Supper 
11 Cathedral Shelter loading  
 Drop & Shop 
12 Lessons & Carols/ reception  
15  W2W Ornament Exchange 
19 Children‘s Christmas 
 Pageant (9:15, 10:30) 
      (All SS children attend worship) 
 

Christmas Eve 
      4:00 pm Family Service /childcare  
      8:00 pm Service with Brass  
    10:00 pm Pre-service Music 
    10:30 pm Service with Choir & Brass 
 

Christmas Day   10 a.m. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 26 10 a.m. 
 (no SS or adult formation) 
 

January 2011 
2 Usual Sunday schedule 
13 Yoga with Reeny begins 
23 Cake Auction  
29 Keeping God‘s People Safe 
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It’s Advent –  
Give Yourself a Time-out 

 

The season of Advent is now upon us and although short in duration, it is 
powerful in its message and meaning. Be alert! Slow down and be still! These 
are the commands of Advent that prepare us for a journey of faith and discovery 
over the coming year. The reality that Christ is risen is with us always, yet 
through the church year, we explore the mystery of resurrection in the cycle of 
Christ‘s coming, birth, ministry, journey to Jerusalem and death on the cross. 
 

This Advent, honor God‘s call to take stock of your life and recommit to the 
promises of baptism – to love God and your neighbor, seek justice and honor 
the dignity of every human being. 

 

Here are five practical suggestions on how you might bring some sanity and Advent 
calm into your life. More than a year ago, I saw this list and saved it to review at a later 
date. I‘m glad that it surfaced again recently, and want to use these ideas myself and 
share them with you: 
 

1. Give yourself a time-out. Devote an hour to uninterrupted thinking and planning 
every day. First thing in the morning is safest, but anytime that works for you is 
good. No calls, no e-mail, no chitchat, just quality time. 

 

2. Show your technology who is boss. Constant e-mails and phone calls bring a 
sense of urgency and importance that is tough to resist, not to mention the thrill of 
instant accomplishment. Keep your eye on the prize. ―Any one who has his e-mail 
client notify him anytime an e-mail comes in has already lost.‖ 
 

3. Keep your meetings rare. Surveys show that most people find meetings a major 
time waster. Use them sparingly, keep to an agenda, start and end on time. And 
unless someone is expecting a baby (or using technology as part of the meeting), 
turn off all cell phones and Blackberries/Smart Phones. Intra-meeting texting is 
rude and counterproductive. 

 

4. Say no. ―Sorry‖ isn‘t the hardest word—‖no‖ is. But not saying it to desperate 
colleagues or friends is the quickest way to overload your schedule and muck up 
more important goals. Focus first on meeting your stated objectives. Also, consider 
family and personal time when filling your calendar: Work-centric employees are 
more likely to report feeling overloaded than those who plan for their personal lives. 

 

5. Delete. Surveys show we waste 20% of our day on nonproductive activities. Cut 
out or delegate anything on your to-do list that does not have long-term 
consequences for your work. Be ruthless. And while you are at it, do not let a 
stuffed e-mail in-box sap your will to live. When reviewing each e-mail, make an on-
the-spot call to delete, file, or reply to each one—even if the response is, ―I will get 
back to you on this later.‖ 

   Yours in Christ, 

     George+ 

F
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r Christmas is 
the perfect 
time… 
 

...to invite a neighbor family 
or a friend from work to join 
you at St Mark‘s. The 
traditional beauty of 
Christmas is a gift we have 
at St Mark‘s. Why not share 
it? Take a red folder outlining 
our Christmas celebration 
and give it to a neighbor. 
Send a friend the link to our 
web site at 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org. 
It could be the best gift they 
receive this year! 

Deck 
the 

Halls! 
 

Daughters 
of the King 
will be decorating the church 
for Christmas at 1 pm on 
Sunday, December 19. 
Volunteers of all ages are 
welcome. We need strong 
knees for ladder work, 
nimble fingers for bow 
fluffing, assorted skills for 
stringing lights, hanging 
banners and in general 
making a joyful noise. Help 
bring smiles to all who 
gather during the Christmas 
season at St Marks. 
Questions, call May Anstee 
(630) 899-0933 or m-
anstee@cosast.net. 
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Advent: Searching for the  
Real Meaning of Christmas 

 

 
Get ready for the New Year! Although the secular year will go on for a month 
longer, the Christian year is about to end and begin anew. For Christians 
around the world and for many centuries, the First Sunday of Advent is 
New Year's Day on the liturgical calendar, the beginning of our annual cycle 
of Advent/Christmas/Epiphany/Lent/Easter/Pentecost. The liturgical season 
affects our choice of scripture readings, prayers, and other aspects of 
worship. Advent begins on the closest Sunday to November 30, which this 
year is November 28, and includes the four Sundays before Christmas Day.  
  

Advent is a time of self-examination as we prepare for the coming of the 
Lord, keeping in mind not only his Incarnation we celebrate at Christmas but 
also his Second Coming. In particular, the first Sunday commemorates the 
first coming of Christ, the second Sunday anticipates the Second Coming, 
the third honors St. John the Baptist, the herald of Christ's coming, and the 
fourth Sunday celebrates the Lord's blessed mother, the Virgin Mary. 
  

Christmas music and decorations are appearing earlier and earlier in 
department stores. As we observe Advent in our patient waiting, we stand 
against the secular culture's rushing of our sacred holiday. Liturgically, we 
will hold our Christmas celebrations until Christmas Eve, and then carry them 
on through Christmastide until Epiphany, January 6. 
  

Plan now how you and your household will celebrate Advent. You might have 
an Advent wreath with its four candles for each of the four Sundays. Candles 
may be purple (the third Sunday is pink), or may be white or blue. We will 
observe this popular liturgical custom at Church and in many of our homes, 
lighting a candle each Sunday of Advent. In your home, you can gather 
around the wreath each Sunday, lighting a candle while reading the Collect 
for that Sunday (in the Book of Common Prayer) and reading from the Daily 
Office Lectionary (we will begin Year One, and in the Sunday Lectionary we 
begin year A). Find ways to make Advent special for yourself and your family, 
and you will truly find ―the real meaning of Christmas‖ this year! 
  

The Church‘s teaching about this season is found in the Collect for the First 
Sunday of Advent in the Book of Common Prayer (pp. 159 and 211). The 
Scriptural basis for this Collect is Romans 12:12. The Collect, composed for 
the 1549 Book of Common Prayer, contains striking antitheses: cast away 
darkness—put on light; now—at the last day; mortal life—life immortal; great 
humility—glorious majesty. It dramatically calls on us to remember the First 
Coming and to look forward to the Second, to cast off the works of darkness 
and to put on the armor of light. For more than 300 years, from 1662 until the 
1979 Prayer Book revision, this Collect was to be repeated daily during 
Advent. Why not make this your own special Advent prayer in your personal 
and family devotions? 
 

   David Fletcher  
   david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu  

Cathedral Shelter 
Christmas Baskets 

Adopt a Family 
Final Details 

 

Thank you to all who are sponsoring a 
family this year!  
 

Please bring your not-too-large sealed 
and clearly marked boxes of wrapped 
gifts and Jewel gift card to St. Mark‘s 
Library on any of the following dates: 
 

Wednesday, December 8th,  
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 
Thursday, December 9th,  

9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 10th,  
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 11th,  
between 9:00 and 10:00 a.m. 

 

Please note on the Drop Off List how 
many boxes you are dropping off to 
help us keep track of the many boxes 
that will need to be loaded on 
Cathedral Shelter‘s truck Saturday. 
 

Saturday, December 11th is our pick 
up day, so you must have your boxes 
here before 10:00 a.m. on that day! 
And we can use volunteers to help 
load the truck when it arrives between 
9:45 and 10 a.m. – doughnuts, coffee, 
and juice will be provided to the 
worker bees. 
 

Contact Ginnie Judd (cell 708-837-
2815 or fabernjudd@comcast.net). 
 

For more information about Cathedral 
Shelter, which has been serving the 
near west side community of Chicago 
since 1915, please visit their website: 
www.cathedralshelter.org. 
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Hunter W writes: This was my first trip to Nigromante 
and I was excited to see firsthand what all the old 
timers had been talking about. I was surprised by a 
number of things. The town was not nearly as remote 
as I had imagined. Yes you enter town on a gravel 
road, but it is a good size town and very well 
maintained. More chickens, roosters and hens than 
I‘d seen in my entire life, but I found their company at 
meals to be entertaining. The people and their 
sincerity though is what really stood out. They were 
genuinely happy to see us get off the van. It was clear 
that there were numerous relationships that had been 
developed over the years, but the warm reception for 
all the first timers really was evident. The language 
barriers were not hard to overcome and even for 
someone with no Spanish skills, I had plenty of help, 
and they even pretended to understand my hand 
signals on a few occasions. I spent a lot of time 
watching the children. No matter the age, they were 
happy, unbelievably well-behaved and neat ( I can‘t 
imagine letting my kids when they were 4 and 5 
wearing as much white as the local children did. 
Somehow they kept themselves clean throughout the 
day, even after painting with water colors for half an 
hour and doing other VBS projects.) I‘ve always been 
impressed by their culture and their work ethic. During 
the entire week, no matter where we traveled, or who 
we met, I only saw examples that reinforced those 
previous beliefs. St Mark‘s has chosen well, selecting 
this particular parish, and I pray that we continue to 
get the support and participation from so many that 
will allow us to build deeper relationships and stronger 
ties with San Marcos and the local Nigromante 
families.  

  

 

A Few of the Reflections from  
St. Mark’s 2010 Mission Trip to San Marcos 

John W writes: The trip to Nigromante was very 
enjoyable. The best part was all the very friendly 
people that we met. It was very welcoming, and it 
made me feel very good about being there. Another 
thing that I enjoyed was seeing a different culture. It 
was fun to learn new things and compare them to 
things in our culture. The children that live there had so 
much energy and they were always playing games. 
There was never a chance to rest because at least one 
kid always wanted to play. The woman were very good 
cooks, and they worked very hard all day long to 
prepare meals for all of us. This trip really showed me 
how privileged I really 
am. It was a very eye-
opening experience, 
and I wouldn‘t trade it 
for anything.  
—————————— 
 
Maggie H writes: I 
think that traveling 
with St. Mark's from 
Glen Ellyn all the way 
to Nigromante, 
Mexico, was really an 
amazing experience. 
We all got to know 
each other much more 
than maybe we 
expected and made better relationships with the 
people of Nigromante. I would say that my favorite part 
of the trip was probably doing Vacation Bible School 
and just playing around the church area with the 
children. The kids were all so friendly to everyone. The 
moment we stepped out of the van on the first day, 
they all ran to us and surrounded us with gigantic 
hugs. It didn't matter if we knew them or not, we were 
all welcome. In addition, it was incredibly interesting 
staying with our host families, seeing their life style and 
how they live off of so much less than what we live off 
of. The only flaw I would have to say about the trip for 
me was the bugs and lightning. Otherwise, I really 
enjoyed this experience and am quite looking forward 
to next year's trip to Nigromante, Mexico.  
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Scholarship students write: 
 

Yo soy Erika Rios Vargas estoy en tercer grado de 
primaria. Mi escuela se llama Ignasio Manuel Altami-
rano y soy de Nigromante de la iglesia de San Mar-
cos y soy anglicana. 
 

I am Erika Rios Vargas I am in the third grade. My 
school is named Ignasio Manuel Altamirano and I‘m 
from Nigromante , from the church San Marcos and 
I‘m Episcopalian. 
 
Hola: 
Yo me llamo Luis Ángel Espinosa Ramírez tengo 8 
anos voy en la Escuela Ignacio ―M‖ Altamirano corso 
el 3rd grado mis calificaciones son de 8.4. Y me gus-
taría que me apoyen con la beca para comprar mis 
útiles escolares, uniforme, zapato y tenis y lo que 
necesite en la escuela porque solo tengo a mi mama 
y ella me apoya en todo. Soy de la Iglesia de San 
Marcos de Nigromante MP10: de Playa Vicente Ve-
racruz. 
Gracias Adios. 
Atte. Luis Ángel 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello: 
My name is Luis Angel Espinosa Ramirez I am eight 
years old and I go to Ignacio ―M‖ Altamirano school. 
I‘m in the third grade and my grade point average is 
8.4. And I would like for you to support me with this 
scholarship so that I can buy my school supplies, 
uniform, tennis shoes and everything else that I need 
for school because I only have my mother and she 
supports me and provides everything I need. I‘m 
from the church of San Marcos in Nigromante MP10: 
of Playa Vicente, Veracruz. 
Thank you. Goodbye. 
Sincerely, Luis Angel 

Mexico Mission Trip 2011  
 

Atención! There will be a planning meeting Sunday, December 
12 in the fifth grade classroom across from Mahon Hall 
following the late service. The trip is for 9th graders on up (not 
just a youth trip). Are you possibly interested or would you like 
to help? Come find out more about the trip and what is 
involved. Questions, contact Kim Reed at 
kimreed@wowway.com or 630-545-0662. 

Calendars Help for Haiti 
Although parishioner Mallory Holding is no longer based in 
Haiti, she continues to support ongoing work in this earthquake
-ravished country, recently hit by a tropical storm. 
Please show your support by going to www.lulu.com and 
search for Haitian Art 2011, to purchase a 2011 calendar of 
vibrant Haitian art. Each colorful 
calendar is $22: all the profits will go 
to the National Church's fund to 
rebuild the Cathedral Complex; this 
not only includes the Cathedral in 
Port au Prince but also a number of 
schools which are on the property. 

PADS Warming Center 
 

During the colder months of Autumn through the early 
Spring there is a 'Warming Center' for our PADS guests 
to get out of the chill and stay warm until the overnight 
accommodations open at around 7:00 p.m. St. Mark‘s is 
partnering with 1st United Methodist in downtown Glen 
Ellyn to place volunteers at the warming center on the 
first Sunday of each month from October through April. It 
takes only four volunteers each of these Sundays 
and our shift is from 4 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. Won't you 
please consider taking one of these spots? There is a 
sign up sheet in the Narthex or you can contact Brian or 
Cindy Stepien at bstepien@hotmail.com for further 
details. Thanks for your help with this important program! 

Matthew 25:40 The King will reply, ‗Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.‘ 
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Women’s Ministry News 
If you are currently not receiving email notices on NOVA or After Hours for Moms, please contact Caroline McAlpine at 
c_mcalpin@hotmail.com. We are moving to an Evite format sending out an invite 2 weeks before the programs. The Evite 
format will replace sign-ups in the Narthex. For more information about After Hours please visit the informational bulletin 
board near the nursery for a full description of this year‘s programs and speakers. There is no charge for these programs, 
although a suggested donation of $5 is welcomed per program. We hope you can enjoy a special night out for yourself! We 
look forward to seeing you! 

After Hours for Moms 
{evening fellowship for mothers} 

  

Whether you work full-time, part-time, or in the home, please 
plan to take a ―night off‖ and join us at After Hours to connect 
with other moms. We get together almost every month, on a 
Wednesday evening in the parish library, to hear a speaker, 
have a discussion, and enjoy refreshments and fellowship. Our 
topics are geared toward mothers in the childrearing years, but 
all women are welcome. 
  

Our next gathering will be Wednesday, December 1st from 
7:00 to 9:00 pm in the parish library for Advent and Christmas 
Family Traditions. Jack & Kathy Stockman, creators of The 
Advent Book, will present fun and easy ways to enhance 
observance of Advent and Christmas, focusing on their favorite 
activities and traditions. The presentation includes plans for a 
daily family time incorporating the use of readings and Advent 
candles, ways to involve extended family and guests, and 
suggestions for resources, as well as ideas for Christmas Eve & 
Day, and the Twelve Days of Christmas & Epiphany. They will 
also provide a 16-page booklet with information and 100 ideas 
to each participant. Questions? Contact Caroline McAlpine at 
c_mcalpin@hotmail.com. 

Women to 
Women (W2W) 

{fellowship for women  
of all ages} 

  

All women of the parish are 
invited to W2W where 
intergenerational friendships 
are celebrated. This month 
don‘t miss the Annual 
Ornament Exchange on 
Wednesday, December 15th 

at St. Mark’s. Dinner is in Mahon Hall from 
6:30 to 7:30 and the exchange and dessert 
begins promptly at 7:30 in the parish library. 
Please bring salad, dessert, wine or bread 
and a wrapped ornament ($10/max). We 
need set up, decoration, and clean up 
helpers to make this event successful. 
Please RSVP and volunteer by signing up in 
the Narthex or by contacting Kathleen Leid 
at ksrleid@gmail.com or (630) 835-7647. 
Hope to see you there! 

Baby gift on your Christmas list? 
 

Pastor Robin has written a book just for the little one called The Baby 
Bible Christmas Storybook. Now with new exciting art, it has ―just the 
right length‖ stories and chewable pages. Each line of text suggests an 
action to do with the words: ―moo‖ like the cow or wiggle fingers for the 
twinkling star.  
 

What a great way to entertain and involve the very youngest and remind 
everyone of the simple truth of the season: Christ the Savior is born! Find 
this book and others in the Baby Bible series in Christian bookstores or 

online. 

mailto:c_mcalpin@hotmail.com
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NOVA 
{daytime fellowship for parents of young children} 

  

Are you experiencing the exciting, intense, demanding childrearing years at home with young children who are not in 
school yet? You are invited to connect with us to recharge your batteries each week! Nurturers of the Very Active 
(NOVA), our weekly group for parents of young children meets every Thursday from 9:30 to 11:30 am, alternating 
between playdates/outings for parents and kids one week and programs for parents in the parish library (childcare 
provided) the next week. Our program topics are geared to parents of young children, but parents of children of all ages 
are welcome. See our schedule below to find out what is happening this month:  
 

 
F O R   M O R E   I N F O R M A T I O N : If you are currently not receiving email notices on these programs and 
outings, please contact Elizabeth Lanzillo at eschnell@wowway.com. We understand that life with little ones can be 
unpredictable, so you are welcome to come late, leave early, keep your child on your lap, or just drop in whenever you 
can!  

Women Of St. Mark’s… 
DON’T GET LEFT OUT IN THE COLD!! 

 
Registration has begun for the Annual St. Mark’s Women’s Retreat Time Apart: Nurturing Our Souls In A Busy 
World, which will be held March 18-20, 2011 at The Abbey in Fontana, WI on beautiful Geneva Lake. 
 

Please pick up at a form at church and submit with full payment (non-refundable). Although the absolute deadline is 
February 13, 2011, space is limited and we cannot guarantee a spot for you if the spaces fill earlier. You may submit your 
completed form and payment to the St. Mark‘s Church Office or mail to: Fiona Miller, 1765 Maple Lane, 
Wheaton, IL 60187. Checks should be made payable to St. Mark‘s. (Refunds for cancellation only 
available if replacement is found.) 
 

Please contact Fiona Miller (fionam@comcast.net or 630-510-3077) with questions about 
registration. 

12/09 – Childrens Book 
Review with Kathleen Leid. 
Looking for that special book to 
tell the story of Christmas to your 
children? Join us as St. Mark's 
Parishioner Kathleen Leid will 
review the latest books 
published for younger children 
with a special focus on books 
that tell the Christmas story. 
Kathleen is an active staff 
member in the Children's 

Department of the Glen Ellyn Public Library. 

12/16 – Fleece Blanket Service Project with Kids. 
Take the time for a peaceful and charitable activity 
during the hustle and bustle of the holiday season by 
making some simple, but cozy blankets that children 
will enjoy at Shriners Hospital for Children. Jennifer 
Bergman will demonstrate how parents can get their 
kids involved in a philanthropy activity during this 
"giving" time of year. Kids can be involved by making 
basic knots around the blankets and/or observing the 
process. Please bring a pair of scissors for this activity 
and join us for whatever time you are available that 
morning. A $6 donation is suggested to cover cost of 
materials.  
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Children’s News 
 

Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Infant through 
First Grade 
childcare for 
Lessons and 
Carols service 
 

Childcare is available by 
reservation for the Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m. Lessons and Carols 
service. This annual event is a favorite for refreshing the 
soul in the midst of the hurried holiday season. Let us care 
for your little ones while you worship and ponder the 
mystery of the Savior‘s birth. 

Christmas Pageant  
 Sunday, December 19th 
9:15 and 10:30 worship 

 

“Good News of Great Joy” 
 

Rehearsals: Saturday December 11th and 18th 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon  
Presented by St. Mark‘s Children and Youth  
 

Preschool – 6th Grade Sunday School classes will 
attend the 10:30 presentation of the pageant. The 
nursery will be open as usual, and 7th/8th grade through 
Senior High classes will meet as usual. 

Sunday School, 
Lamb’s Chapel 
and Children’s 

Worship  
Schedule for 

Christmas  
 

The nursery will be open for the 4:00 p.m. service only on 
Christmas Eve. It will also be open on Sunday, December 
26th, during the 10:00 worship hour. Lamb‘s Chapel, 
Children‘s Worship and Sunday School will not meet on 
Dec. 26th . The regular Sunday education schedule 
resumes on Jan. 2.  

All are invited to a workshop 
on Godly Play: A faith 

formation program for children 
 

Saturday, January 8th , 2011 
9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
in the Undercroft 
 

Who should attend? 
Parents of preschoolers through 1st graders  
Lamb‘s Chapel and Children‘s Worship volunteers  
 Anyone interested in learning about this creative, very 
popular and effective means to studying the stories of 
the Bible. Its not just for children! 
 

Godly Play teaches children the art of using religious 
language - parable, sacred story, silence and liturgical 
action - helping them become more fully aware of the 
mystery of God‘s presence in their lives. Come see 
what exciting things are going on in our Children‘s 
Worship room! 

 

The story of the light; artwork created by Charlie Adler 
and Anna McAlpine during Children’s Worship in 

September, 2010. 

Are you on Facebook?  
Follow St Mark’s and invite your 

friends to join! 
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  6/7/8th grade youth update 
 

The 7/8th grade youth who are preparing for 
Confirmation, along with their parents and sponsors 
(60-70 people in all), met with Bishop Jeff Lee at an 
evening meeting at St. Mark‘s on October 27th. The 
bishop spoke about how people were initiated into 
Christianity in the early (1st-3rd centuries) church, 
and the key role of mentors in that process. Adults 
and youth then had an opportunity to share faith 
stories with one another before ending the evening 
with Compline led by the youth. 

 

Approximately 12 youth from St. Mark‘s, along with 
members of the Boy Scouts, participated in (a very 
chilly!) Sleep Out Saturday on November 6th, 
concluding with a breakfast provided by Ginnie Judd 
on Sunday morning. Close to $400 was raised for 
Bridge Communities. 

  

Parents of high school youth met at the home of Tracey 
Kreiling on November 14th to discuss how we want 
our youth to be equipped in their life of faith, and the 
role of worship, the Sunday morning discussion 
group, and service in faith formation. 

 

Upcoming Events… 
 

The Blythe and Basement Boys groups welcome any 
youth in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade to join in the fun two 
Wednesday evenings each month. Feel free to invite 
your non-St. Mark‘s friends to join you. The next few 
meetings are: 

December 1st – Blythe and Basement Boys will 
meet together in Mahon Hall from 7 - 8:30 p.m.  
December 15th – Christmas party 
January 5th 
January 19th  

 

Middle and High School Youth are invited to help with 
the Cathedral Shelter truck loading, on Saturday, 
December 11th from 9-10:30am. 
 

Celebrate the holidays with a (semi) progressive 
Christmas Dinner on Monday, December 20th. All 
7/8th grade and High School youth will meet in the St. 
Mark’s library at 6:30pm to share appetizers, and then 
progress to two area homes by groups (7/8th, High 
School) for dinner and dessert. The evening will end 
back at St. Mark’s at 9pm.  
 

Questions? Contact Rev Elizabeth Molitors at 
associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

High School Youth Update 
 

Save The Date: Wednesday, January 19th, 5:15-
8:30pm. Eboo Patel, author of ‗Acts of Faith‘ and 
Executive Director of the Interfaith Youth Corps, will meet 
with high school youth from St. Mark‘s, along with 
students from Wheaton College, to discuss interfaith 
issues in a pluralist society. More details to follow.  
Questions? Contact Rev Elizabeth Molitors at 
associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Resolve to get involved 
 in 2011 

As they new year approaches, there are a few 
opportunities for volunteer service in our Children‘s 
Ministry Program area. We are looking for the following: 
 

Children’s Worship Greeters - 2 volunteers to serve 
once a month, year round. Or, if you prefer, you can serve 
for 4 Sundays in a row, then be off for 3 months, 9:15 – 
10:00 a.m.  
 

Lamb’s Chapel Leaders – 1 couple or 2 volunteers to 
serve as substitutes for Lamb‘s Chapel, 9:15 – 10:00 
Sunday mornings.  
 

Sunday School Helpers – We are in need of 1 volunteer 
assistant for the 3rd grade class to help on a rotating basis.  
 

If you can help, please contact Marsha Webster at 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org.  

Family friendly Christmas Eve worship at 
4:00pm on December 24. What a great 

opportunity to invite a neighbor family! Or 
share the sacred beauty of St Mark’s 8:00pm 
or 10:30pm services with brass, poinsettias 

and the Good News:  
Christ is born!. 
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Vestry Notes – St. Mark’s Episcopal Church – Glen Ellyn IL 60137  
Oct 19, 2010, 730 pm 

 
1 Rector‘s Report: 
· The three-service schedule has been in place for seven Sundays. The trend since the last vestry meeting continues: atten-

dance at the 8am service is down slightly. The 9:15 service attendance has been about 80-90 people. Attendance at the 
10:30am is fairly steady, but down from a year ago. Combined attendance is up versus last year. 

· The Parents Day Out (PDO) program is full! 80 families are participating, and only one opening remains. 
· Giving Campaign materials are in the mail. Anchoring the message for the campaign is the image of the Guadalupe created 

by last year‘s Sunday School youth classes. 
· Sandy and Rinda Allison hosted a brunch for newcomers on Oct 3. Many thanks to the Allisons, Joanie Somerville (brunch 

coordinator) and those who baked and contributed items for the brunch. 
· Nine preschoolers attended their first chapel service on Sep 22. We went to the chapel where we lit the altar candles, read a 

version of the Creation story, and said prayers. 
· There are five people being trained to become Stephen Ministers through a joint effort between St. Mark‘s and First Congre-

gational. Training continues through December. 
 

2. Associate Rector‘s Report: 
· The Blythe and Basement Boys groups did a two-session project called ‗Bigger & Better for PRC.‘ Flyers requesting PRC‘s 

‗wish list‘ items were distributed to the houses in a few block radius around St. Mark‘s one Wednesday night, and the kids 
returned two weeks later to collect the items. 

· On October 1st, we held a Confirmation kick-off meeting and mini-retreat for 7/8th grade youth and parents. Following an infor-
mation session, discussion and dinner with the whole group, the parents then met with Kim Reed to be introduced to the 7/8 th 
grade curriculum.  

· Middle School and High School youth have helped with the Pumpkin Patch, including unloading the truck when pumpkins 
were delivered on October 9th. The Blythe girls & Basement Boys staffed the patch one evening. 

 

3. Strategy Session: Children‘s Ministry and Youth Ministry: Marsha and Elizabeth 
Children: Marsha: what do we want in faith-formation (and how do we make that work)? 

· worship attendance and participation: a habit to develop early 
· knowing ―the BIG stories‖ that are in the Bible  
· knowing the doctrines of the Church, such as the Trinity 
· service to the community and the parish: outgrowth beyond worship and attendance 
· knowing that we teach about a loving God (not a ―scary God‖) 

Youth: Elizabeth with what ―tools‖ do we want send our kids out into the world, starting with middle-school? 
· an inquiring and discerning mind; an open mind 
· a relationship with God 
· reinforce / reintroduce the basics 
· a habit of worship, with a sense of ―why‖ 
· being ―rooted‖ in the Church: a place to which you want to go back 
· a community of peers; a safe place 
· how do you bless (or pray with) your child 
 

4. Vestry business: 
· Eric McAlpine will be stepping down at the end of the year. Nominating committee (departing vestry members Joyce Fletcher, 

Joe Campagna, and Kris Baier) – will seek nominees to run for four seats on the ballot: Perry Knutson‘s former seat plus 
those to be vacated. 

 

        October 2010 Unofficial notes submitted by Dan Conaway 
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Update: St. Mark’s Giving 

Campaign 2011 
Thanks to all who have already turned in a 2011 Pledge 
Card! 
 

We are making great progress toward our goals. For 
those who haven‘t yet made a pledge, we invite you to 
do so as soon as possible. If you have lost or misplaced 
your pledge materials, additional Pledge Cards are 
available in the Narthex, at the Front Office, or online at 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org. 
 

For questions, please contact the Giving Campaign Co-
Chairs, Ellie Dunham (elliedunham@gmail.com) or 
Andrew Dorn (andrew.dorn@acxiom.com), 
or the Rev. George Smith 
(georgedsmith@yahoo.com). 

Altar Flowers 
Have you donated flowers in thanksgiving or in memory of someone and have forgotten to pay? Please send your check for 
$35 (payable to the St. Mark‘s) to the church office as soon as possible. Questions? Contact Dale at 
frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org. Thank you. 

Christmas Flowers & Music 
 

Your Name             
 
 Flowers and greens $   Christmas brass and music $    
 
In memory of             
 
In thanksgiving for            
 
All requests must be received by Monday, December 29th. Poinsettias are $20 each. 

Our Mission at St Mark‘s:  
We are rooted in baptism, growing in faith,  

and branching out into the world. 

Number of Pledges
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 Lessons and Carols December 12 

 
The annual candlelight service will be held on Sunday evening, December 12 at 7:30pm. 
Scripture readings will be combined with seasonal hymns and carols sung by the Treble 
and Adult Choirs of St. Mark's, together with the Madrigal Singers from Glenbard East 
High School, as well as soloists and instrumentalists. This unique service, designed for 
and first celebrated in 1918 at King's College Chapel in Cambridge, England, has, for 
nearly thirty years, been an annual tradition at St. Mark's. An offering will be collected to 
support Canon Andrew White and his ministry in Iraq. Plan now to attend this beautiful 
Advent celebration! (Children‘s activities provided. See page 8.) What a wonderful 
opportunity to invite a music loving friend! 


