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Opportunities for growth in January! 
 

In January, the 9:15 Adult Forum is looking 
forward to thinking together about issues in 
science and faith. On January 2, we will begin a 
four-week series on science and faith taught by 
a working scientist. Dr. Peter J. Vagt. Dr. Vagt is 
vice president of a large environmental 
consulting firm, where he specializes in ground 
water cleanup. Originally from Minnesota, he 
holds the bachelor's degree from Wheaton 
College and the PhD from Northern Illinois 

University, both in geology. He has been a popular speaker on science and 
faith issues at area churches. He and his wife Virginia are active parishioners 
at St. Mark's, and their daughter Susanna is an artist in the Boston area. 
Peter is also an accomplished photographer whose work has been displayed 
in art exhibits. His photos of the Morton Arboretum are sold in the arboretum 
gift shop. His work can be seen on his website, Petervagt.com. Join Peter 
and the class for a fascinating look at this important topic. 
 

The 10:15 Adult Forum continues its look at 
the Bible in one year by considering First and 
Second Chronicles, and in particular II 
Chronicles 9. ―Does wealth equal sin?‖ Our 
distinguished special guest is Dr. Deirdre 
McCloskey. Professor McCloskey, a well-
known economist, teaches economics, history, 
English, and communication at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago. She earned all of her 
degrees at Harvard University. She has taught 
at University of Chicago, University of Iowa, and Erasmus University, the 
Netherlands. Since 1980, Dr. McCloskey has been interested in the rhetoric 
of persuasion in her field, and then wider literary matters, such as literary and 
social theory. Her main project for the next few years will be writing a six-
volume tome on "The Bourgeois Era." Volume 1 was published by the 
University of Chicago Press in 2006 In this book The Bourgeois Virtues: 
Ethics for an Age of Commerce (2006) she treats the theology of riches and 
poverty, and in her latest book, Bourgeois Dignity: Why Economics Can't 
Explain the Modern World (2010) she traces modern economic growth back 
to an ethical change. 
 

For more information contact Myrna Grant / myrna.grant@wheaton.edu 
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Important dates 

 

More information on any of these 
events can be found in this issue or 
at our website: 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
 

January 2011 
2 Usual Sunday schedule 
8 Godly Play Workshop 
13 Yoga with Reeny begins 
23 Cake Auction  
29 Keeping God‘s People Safe 
 
February 2011  
5 Jazz Night 
6 Evensong & Light Supper  
12 Game Night for Adults  
13 Annual Meeting 
23 Women 2 Women Game Night  
27 Music Series Event 
 
March 2011 
2  Blythe & Basement Boys at  
 Feed My Starving Children  
8 Burning of the Palms/Pancakes  
9 Ash Wednesday Services  
 7 a.m., 12 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 
11 Talent Night 
13 Labyrinth 
16 Lenten Dinner and program 
18-20 Women‘s retreat 
23 Lenten Dinner and program 
30 Lenten Dinner and program 
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Some Good Questions for 2011 
 

 Over its past several monthly meetings, the vestry has developed a list of 
―open questions‖ to work on in 2011. Open questions are important, strategic 
concerns without easy answers or technical solutions. Some questions are 
technical in nature - problems such as a crackly sound system, a shortage of 
parking spots and a sanctuary that is too hot or cold during the winter months. 
Solutions for these types of issues are readily apparent - a new sound system, 
an $8 million parking deck and a new thermostat. Open questions, on the other 
hand, require considerable deliberation, discussion and may affect core identity 
and direction. The open question at the top of the vestry‘s list is: How can St. 
Mark’s attract more people? What I like about this question is that it is playing 
into our strength and current direction. St. Mark‘s has been attracting new 
members. There are new faces every week. But how do we continue to keep 
this going? Church attendance in the United States is on a decline, and for a 

church to attract new people means having to go against powerful demographic trends. 
In order to attract people, it is important to have a clear identity and direction. 
Fortunately, St. Mark‘s has a vision statement that defines our core identity. An 
important part of our vision is that we offer a wide and consistent welcome from 
signage to having clean washrooms. Most importantly, we welcome everyone at St. 
Mark‘s regardless of gender, age, religious background, sexual orientation, race, 
economics or physical challenges. 
 Before there is a welcome, there must be a motivation for a welcome. In our case, 
the motivation is good news. St. Mark‘s has good news to share with people, and it is 
good news about what God is like. Unfortunately, there is a lot of bad news about God 
in the world. Many people have been told that God is a distant judge who is preparing 
harsh punishments. Non-believers will be lost and those who do not accept Jesus will 
be condemned to wander in an eternal darkness. Many have internalized a sense of 
fear and doom. Others have simply tuned out and put up a wall between themselves 
and religion. At St. Mark‘s, when we say that we are rooted in baptism, we say 
something radical about God‘s character. God will never abandon us regardless of our 
failings and shortcomings. God known in Jesus cares for the poor and the suffering with 
compassion, healing and joy. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the church is God‘s 
instrument of healing and repairing love for the world. We say that God is always 
present, in joy, in suffering and in our mostly ordinary everyday lives. 
 Perhaps the best way to attract people to St. Mark‘s is through word of mouth. 
There is both internal and external word of mouth. Internal word of mouth is the on-
going communication and transparency in the congregation. If you have a question or 
concern, share it with the clergy or a member of the vestry. External word of mouth is 
taking the good news about God to your friends and acquaintances. Let them know that 
they can find out about a loving, healing and compassionate God every Sunday and 
every day at St. Mark‘s. In all that goes on at St. Mark‘s, it is our goal to make sure that 
God‘s love is known and shown. 
 The beauty of an open question is that it involves not just the vestry but the entire 
congregation. Your participation is essential. How can St. Mark‘s attract more people? 
Together, we can come up with the answer - in fact, be the answer, thanks to God! 

  Yours in Christ,   

George+ 
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Grace 
Please join 
the Book (or 
Kindle or 
audio book) 
People 
when they 
meet to 
discuss A 
Thread of Grace on January 
9, 2011 at the home of Steve 
Curtis and Dianne Hunter at 
3:00 p.m. The author Mary 
Doria Russell, a native of 
Lombard IL, tells the little-
known but true story of the 
network of Italian citizens 
who saved the lives of forty-
three thousand Jews during 
the Second World War's final 
phase. Even though the Book 
Group readings have 
changed centuries from the 
wanderings of The Red Tent 
tribes to this World War II 
novel, you will need to 
discern whether the themes 
remain the same. Contact 
Dianne at 
dlhunter866@comcast.net 
or 630-469-5943. 

 Did you know that you 
can access the PostMark 
on-line? Instead of 
receiving the PostMark 
by US mail we will send 
you an email each month 
with a link to the monthly 
PostMark.  
 Contact the church 
office at 
frontdesk@stmarksglen
ellyn.org if you would 
prefer this method or 
receiving the latest issue. 
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On the Liturgy… 
 

Epiphany begins January 6 and will last until Ash Wednesday and the 
beginning of Lent. The name comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, 
meaning "manifestation." The theme of Epiphany is the manifestation of 
Christ. Pivotal events in this manifestation are in his appearance to his first 
Gentile believers (the Wise Men, or Magi), and his manifestation as God, in 
baptism in the river Jordan and in his first miracle at Cana. The feast of 
Epiphany originated in the Eastern or Orthodox Church and later was 
celebrated in our own Western Church. Along with Christmas and Easter, it is 
one of the three most ancient and most important festival days of the Church.  
 

Who were the Magi? They were scholars and pilgrims who came from the 
East who followed a star to visit the young King of the Jews. In Eastern 
churches it is believed that there were twelve Magi, while the West sets the 
number at three, corresponding to the three gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh (Matt. 2:11). Tradition has held that they were kings, in fulfillment of 
Ps. 72:11, "May all kings fall down before him." They are known as 
Balthasar, Melchior, and Gaspar; the kings of Arabia, Persia, and India, 
respectively. Relics believed to be of these kings were transferred from 
Constantinople to Milan to Cologne in the twelfth century. Whoever they 
might have been, they were privileged to be among the first to worship the 
young Lord Jesus Christ and were the first of many millions of Gentiles to 
adore him.—  David Fletcher / david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu  

A Vision for  
St. Mark's 

  

St. Mark's is a vibrant, growing, 
inclusive community rooted in our 
shared baptismal covenant and 
secure in the promise that baptism 
marks us as Christ's own forever.  
  

Respecting the dignity of all 
people, we welcome all, embrace 
differences, foster creativity, and 
nurture the unique gifts of each 
person. 
  

We join together in worship 
drawing on our ancient liturgical 
traditions enriched by newer 
expressions. 
  

We come together to learn and 
grow in our faith, welcoming 
questions, inviting dialogue, and 
forming the whole person in Christ. 
  

We joyfully carry our faith into the 
world, sharing Christ's love through 
our actions towards each other, 
our community, the Diocese of 
Chicago, and the world. 
  

We worship, learn, and serve, 
proclaiming our commitment to 
understand and follow Christ's 
challenging Gospel. 

Remember our 
Soldiers 

 

Gail Kramer shares her husband‘s 
address for those who wish to send 
cards: 
 

Ken Kramer 
KBR Operations 
DCMA, Building 1216B 
Camp Speicher 
A.P.O AE 09393 

St. Mark's Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, Feb. 13, 2011 in 
Mahon Hall immediately following the 10:30am service. The nominating 
committee has proposed the following slate for new vestry members: 

Two one year terms--Judy Jackson and Roby McGovern 
Four three year terms--Nancy Gier, Dianne Dinse, Shawn Somerville 
and Scott Taback 

Nominations from the parish will be received through January 29, 2011. 
Nominations require signatures from 20 parishioners who are members in 
good standing and an acceptance in writing from the nominee. Nominations 
should be submitted to the Rector or the Senior or Junior Wardens, Kris 
Baier or Fiona Miller. 

Save the date! 
 

New Orleans Jazz Night is almost here! Come join us on February 5th at 7 
p.m. for one of the most popular and enjoyable events at St. Mark's. The 
Elmhurst College Jazz Band, a fantastic 20-member ensemble, will be 
playing all night long while you enjoy the music, dance, and savor a delicious 

gumbo feast. Tickets are $25.00 each and sell 
very quickly. Proceeds this year will go support the 
Peoples Resource Center. Tickets must be 
reserved in advance. There are no tickets sold at 
the door. Please call the church office at 630-858-
1020 to make your reservation. 
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Gemma Miller 
writes: This was my 
fourth trip to 
Nigromonte, Mexico. 
Each time I go 
there, I have a 
different experience. 
The reason I truly 
enjoy returning to 
the small village is 

because each year I have such a new outlook. I love 
watching the community, and I feel like that is one of 
the best parts of Nigromante. Village life in Mexico is 
so different than here in Illinois. There is such a 
strong sense of community that is lost in America. I 
like that we do not try to impose our ideals on them 
but simply learn and attempt to contribute. I had a lot 
of fun furthering our relationship with the community 
of San Marcos. 
 

 
Sawyer Hill writes: As it was my first year on the trip, I 
was really not sure what to expect or anticipate. 
Images and anecdotes from others formed the town in 
my mind. Surely, I thought, it would take time to be 
fully welcomed in this conjured up community I had 
thought about and thrown together. That thought was 
wrong though. Here people are very much involved in 
their own lives; it seems that in Nigromante there is a 
sense of community that I can only imagine feeling 
here in the US. Everyone was open, warm, and 
inviting, as if I had been coming there all my life and 
as if I did live there. Of course I don‘t live there and 
haven‘t been coming there all my life, but as I left the 
confines of the van and stepped somewhat hesitantly 
onto the gravel I was immediately surrounded by 
children that welcomed us fully. Unlike anything I had 
ever experienced, I was part of a community 
completely different from mine that literally took me in 
without knowing me at all. They gave up beds and 
room for our comfort alone. Their kindness was 
overwhelming and I am incredibly grateful to have 
experienced it. I can only hope to be blessed with the 
chance to go again next year. 
 

 

 

A Few of the Reflections from  
St. Mark’s 2010 Mission Trip to San Marcos 

Chad Alcorn writes: The Nigromante trip allowed me to 
witness a foundational faith community. It was quite an 
honor to be a part of this relationship for the first time. 
Even with the limitations of verbal communication, there 
was a strong feel of connection that started with the 
location. The church being in the middle of the  
village allowed us to experience the community energy. 
Being a part of such a milieu can also stir up some 
uneasiness and fears. I found myself somewhat anxious 
about my limitations and therefore kept a safe distance 
for a moment or two. Eventually this was alleviated 
through the connection of music and the general joy of 
the children. The kids seemed content with just being so 
I gave them a harmonica.  
We experienced a cycle of life intimacy as we were a 
part of an unexpected funeral on the first day. We went 
through the liturgy and walked up a hill singing songs on 
the way to the cemetery. The heat gave a 
transcendental feeling to the ceremony. Our host family 
was expecting a birth any day but still wanted to engage 
through a meal. Life and death were all around. The 
rooster was the time-keeper and the sign of time 
passing. In Christian symbolism, the rooster is a Passion 
symbol. We experienced rooster‘s crowing in the 
morning and brushing up at our feet while we watched 
Mexico‘s World Cup victory. There was a rooster‘s foot 
in the food and we even sang ―Little Red Rooster‖ the 
old country blues song. However, it‘s usually the people 
who make the connection. I was inspired by Eigner‘s 
patience and deacon Daniel‘s leadership. The senior 
high group and emerging adults jumped right into natural 
play with the children. I felt like I was a part of something 
special and sacred. 

Mexico Mission Trip 2011  
 

¡Atención! There will be a planning meeting Sunday, 
January 9th in the fifth grade classroom across from 
Mahon Hall following the late service. The trip is for 9th 
graders on up (not just a youth trip). Are you possibly 
interested or would you like to help? Find out more about 
the trip and what is involved by contacting Kim Reed at 
kimreed@wowway.com or 630-545-0662. 
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Scholarship student writes: 
  

Nigromante Vera. 
25 de octubre del 2009 
A quien corresponda 
Hola! 
Mi nombre es Cecilia Fermín Velazquez tengo 15 
anos y soy de la comunidad de ―El Nigromante‖ y 
formo parte de la Iglesia Anglicana de San Marcos, 
el motivo del presente es solicitar una beca para 
continuar mis estudios, ya que mi familia es muy 
numerosa y no contamos con los recursos suficien-
tes para pagar nuestros estudios ya que tengo 5 her-
manos – 2 estudian la primaria, 1 la secundaria. 
Actualmente yo curso el 3rd semestre de el Teleba-
chillerato y realmente necesito apoyo, ya que mi pa-
dre no cuenta con apoyo y trabajo asegurado. 
Espero contar con su apoyo. 
Atte. 
Cecilia Fermín Velazquez 
 
 

Nigromante, Veracruz 
October 25, 2009 
To Whom It May Concern: 
Hi! 
My name is Cecilia Fermín Velazquez. I‘m 15 years 
old and I‘m from the community of Nigromante and 
I‘m part of the Anglican Church of San Marcos. I‘m 
writing to apply for a scholarship to continue my stud-
ies, now that my family is very large and we don‘t 
have sufficient resources to pay for our studies—
especially since I have 5 siblings—two are in primary 
school, and one in secondary.  
I‘m currently in my third semester of high school and 
I really need support, now that my father is unable to 
find steady work. 
I hope to be able to count on your support. 
  

Sincerely, 
Cecilia Fermín Velazquez 

Cathedral Shelter Christmas 
Baskets – by the Numbers! 

Results for 2010 
 

Thanks to all of you 
who sponsored, 
shopped, wrapped, 
packed, loaded, 
donated money for a 
family, or prayed for 
the success of this 
year‘s Cathedral 
Shelter Christmas 
Basket program at 
St. Mark‘s. We had 
more participants 

this year than last (fifty-nine St. Mark‘s families and 
individuals, plus Daisy Troop 42107 and the Daughters of 
the King) and were able to serve sixty-six families (including 
seniors and homeless) representing 169 children and adults.  
 

Boxes started arriving at church during the week prior to our 
pick up date of Saturday, December 11th. When the truck 
arrived, more than a dozen St. Mark‘s volunteers moved 146 
(phew!) boxes from the library onto the truck. We were 
grateful it was a mild day – low thirties and no precipitation. 
 

Thank you again for whatever form your participation took. 
You have certainly made Christmas brighter and more 
comfortable for scores of people in need. 
 

To learn more about Cathedral Shelter of Chicago, one of 
St. Mark‘s core outreach organizations, and their mission, 
please visit their website at www.cathedralshelter.org. 
 

Ginnie Judd (fabernjudd@comcast.net) 

PADS Warming Center 
During the cold winter months through early Spring there is a 'Warming Center' for our PADS guests to get out of the 
chill and stay warm until the overnight accommodations open at around 7:00 p.m. St. Mark's is partnering with 1st 
United Methodist in downtown Glen Ellyn to place volunteers at the warming center on the first Sunday of each month 
through April. It takes only four volunteers each of these Sundays and our shift is from 4 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. Won't you 
please consider taking one of these spots? There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex or you can contact Brian or Cindy 
Stepien at bstepien@hotmail.com for further details. Thanks for your help with this important program! 
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Women’s Ministry News 
If you are currently not receiving email notices on NOVA or After Hours for Moms, please contact Caroline McAlpine at 
c_mcalpin@hotmail.com. We haved moved to an Evite format sending out an invite 2 weeks before the programs. The 
Evite format replaces sign-ups in the Narthex. For more information about After Hours please visit the informational bulletin 
board near the nursery for a full description of this year‘s programs and speakers. There is no charge for these programs, 
although a suggested donation of $5 is welcomed per program. We hope you can enjoy a special night out for yourself! We 
look forward to seeing you! 

After Hours for Moms 
evening fellowship for mothers 

  
Whether you work full-time, part-time, or in the home, please 
plan to take a ―night off‖ and join us at After Hours to connect 
with other moms. We get together almost every month, on a 
Wednesday evening in the parish library, to hear a speaker, 
have a discussion, and enjoy refreshments and fellowship. 
Our topics are geared toward mothers in the childrearing 
years, but all women are welcome. 
  

Our next gathering will be Wednesday, January 19th from 
7:00 to 9:00 pm in the parish library for Cultivating 
Contentment in Our Hearts and In Our Homes. Designed to 
help moms find the root of their discontent, this talk will have 
you counting your blessings in no time. Local author and 
speaker Lara Krupicka takes a look at three key areas where 
women feel they fall short: self, relationships and possessions, 
and offers practical suggestions for finding peace in each area 
based on what the Bible says. Lara also examines the 
connections between contentment and spiritual virtues in 
ways that spur listeners toward taking action in order to 
experience the reality that "Godliness with contentment is 
great gain". Please RSVP via Evite. A suggested donation of 
$5.00 is requested. Questions? Contact Caroline McAlpine 
at c_mcalpin@hotmail.com or (630) 858-7008. 

 

NOVA 
daytime fellowship for parents of young children  

 
Are you experiencing the exciting, intense, 
demanding childrearing years at home with young 
children who are not in school yet? You are invited 
to connect with us to recharge your batteries each 
week! Nurturers of the Very Active (NOVA), our 
weekly group for parents of young children meets 
every Thursday from 9:30 to 11:30 am, alternating 
between playdates/outings for parents and kids one 
week and programs for parents in the parish library 
(childcare provided) the next week. This month 
concludes our weekly get togethers as NOVA goes 
on hiatus and Yoga With Reeny takes its weekly 
Thursday morning spot. NOVA will return again to 
its weekly schedule in April. 
 
Join us as we head to the DuPage Children’s 
Museum in Naperville on Thursday, January 6th 
where curious little minds can find much stimulation. 
The museum has three floors full of ways for young 
ones to explore math, art and science. Several 
―exhibit neighborhoods‖ are set up throughout the 
building: Build It, Airworks, Make It Move, Creativity 
Connections, Math Connections and Waterways. 
There are also three Young Explorers 
neighborhoods, designed for children up to 24 
months. Additionally, beginning at 10:00 am the 
Drop-In Art Studio opens with no pre-registration 
required. In the Studio, you and your child can 
explore and experiment with plenty of materials. 
Admission is $8.50 per person (age 1-59). We‘ll 
meet at 9:30 just inside the entrance. Questions or 
to find us that day, contact Caroline McAlpine at 
c_mcalpin@hotmail.com or (630) 346-2389. 
F O R   M O R E   I N F O R M A T I O N : If you are 
currently not receiving email notices on these 
programs and outings, please contact Elizabeth 
Lanzillo at eschnell@wowway.com. We understand 
that life with little ones can be unpredictable, so you 
are welcome to come late, leave early, keep your 
child on your lap, or just drop in whenever you can!  

Gentle Yoga with Reeny 
{open to all parishioners  

regardless of experience or fitness level} 
  

NOVA goes on hiatus in the winter and in its place we provide 
Gentle Yoga with Reeny. Join Reeny for gentle yoga and 
stretching for beginners and up. Yoga will run January 13th 
through March 24th and we will meet from 9:15 to 10:30 am 
every Thursday morning in Mahon Hall. Childcare is 
provided so set some time aside for yourself!  

mailto:c_mcalpin@hotmail.com
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Women Of St. Mark’s… 

DON’T GET LEFT OUT IN THE COLD!! 
 

Registration has begun for the Annual St. Mark’s Women’s Retreat Time Apart: Nurturing Our Souls In A Busy 
World, which will be held March 18-20, 2011 at The Abbey in Fontana, WI on beautiful Geneva Lake. 
 
REGISTRATION FORM 

Please complete this form and submit with full payment (non-refundable). Although the absolute deadline is February 13, 
2011, space is limited and we cannot guarantee a spot for you if the spaces fill earlier. You may submit your completed 
form and payment to the St. Mark‘s Church Office or mail to: Fiona Miller, 1765 Maple Lane, Wheaton, IL 60187. Checks 
should be made payable to St. Mark‘s. (Refunds for cancellation only available if replacement is found.) 
 
 
NAME   
 
ADDRESS   
 
  
 
TELEPHONE  ___________________  E-MAIL ADDRESS  ______________________________________________  
 
 
EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME AND TELEPHONE #   
 
  
 
ROOM ARRANGEMENTS  

(Requests for single rooms will be honored on a space- available basis. Please list your preference for room-mate, 

if you have one.) 

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY  $220 (per person)  

 
Room-mate request   
 
SINGLE OCCUPANCY $320 (per person)  
 
Prices include facility and room charges, breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, and lunch and dinner on Saturday. Also 
included is admission to the Avani Spa all-day Saturday, March 19. 
 
 
DIETARY RESTRICTIONS:   
 
Please contact Fiona Miller (fionam@comcast.net or 630-510-3077) with questions about registration. 
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Children’s News 
Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Sing and praise the Lord! 
 

Cherub Choir – Preschool children 
Our Cherub Choir rehearses every Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. in the Preschool Sunday School room.  
 

Choristers – All K – 3rd grade children 
We resume our Wednesday rehearsals on January 
5th, 4:15 p.m. We will continue learning musical 
concepts, exploring the singing voice, and working on 
anthems to sing in church. New members are welcome!  
 

Treble Choir – Calling all 4th through Senior High 
children and youth. Rehearsals resume on 
Wednesday, January 5th, 5:15 – 6:00 p.m. We lead 
music on the first and third Sundays, during 9:15 a.m. 
worship. All are welcome to join us as we prepare music 
from a variety of genres 

Keeping God’s People Safe 
Training  

 

St. Mark‘s will be hosting a Keeping God‘s People Safe 
training on Saturday, January 29th. Level I Child Abuse 
Prevention Training is required of all Sunday School 
teachers, Children‘s Worship and Lamb‘s Chapel Leaders 
and Nursery Volunteers. It will be offered from 9:00 a.m. 
– Noon.  
Because of the content and effective presentation, many 
participants from last year suggested that all parents of 
young children should attend.  
 

Level II training Leading and Caring for God’s People will 
be offered from 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. This training is required 
of paid staff and church personnel who administer 
programs, or serve as Wardens.  
 

Childcare will be provided. Registration is open now by e-
mail to childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Godly Play 
Workshop 

 

Saturday, January 8th, 9:00 
a.m. – 11:30 a.m. All are 
welcome to join us for a 
morning of learning about and 

experiencing Godly Play, St. Mark‘s faith formation 
program for young children. Parents, Grandparents, 
Children‘s Worship and Lambs Chapel leaders, as well as 
interested parishioners are welcome to join us for an 
enlightening morning of learning and wondering with Bible 
stories.  

Sunday School meets every week at 10:15.  
Are your children taking advantage of this opportunity? 

Like to sing, 
but… 
 

... can‘t make the Thursday 
evening rehearsal commitment? 
Did you enjoy singing in high 
school, but never tried a church choir? Do you long for 
just a little more music during the 9:15 worship service? 
Well, we have the perfect opportunity for you! 
 

Beginning this month, on Sunday, January 30th, St. 
Mark‘s is launching a new ―Hymn Choir‖ to lead hymns 
and service responses during the 9:15 worship service. 
We will rehearse at 8:30 a.m. that morning and sing for 
the service. In addition to congregational hymns, we will 
learn a simple offertory anthem. 



Page 9 

January 2011 

Thank YOU! 
 
December was a busy month, and many of the events and 
activities could not have happened without the 
involvement of the St. Mark‘s youth. We extend a big  
‗Thank You‘ to all of the middle and high school youth who 
helped serve at the St. Nicholas brunch on December 5th. 
 

Jocelyn Briones, Erin Delany, Sarah Delany, Will Delany, 
Lauren Glavin, Connor Gross, Lauren Mordini, Elise 
Olsen, Maggie Schreck, Christina Sedall, Emily Sexauer 
and Molly Toliver who helped with the children at the Drop 
& Shop fundraiser (benefiting the St. Mark‘s preschool) on 
December 4th and 11th. Thanks, also, to the PDO staff for 
graciously sharing their space, toys and other materials 
and equipment. 
 

Nathan Littlefield, Lauren Mordini, Frances Smith, Geo 
Smith and Lydia Smith, who helped with the Cathedral 
Shelter truck loading on December 11th. Many hands 
made light and fast work! 
 

All of the youth who participated in the Christmas pageant 
on December 19th – as actors, stage hands, student 
directors and musicians. 
 

Our talented youth instrumentalists who have played 
during worship at the 8, 9:15 and 10:30 services since the 
beginning of the program year: Amelia Benich (piano), 
Emily Bergman (violin), Will Figler (piano), Theo Grant-
Funck (cello), William Lanzillo (cello), Elise Olsen (flute), 
and Frances Smith (violin). 
 

All of those youth who regularly participate in worship as 
readers, acolytes, ushers and sub-deacon.  

Special Invitation 
 
High School youth from St. Mark‘s, along with students 
from Wheaton and Taylor Colleges, are invited to a dinner 
and informal conversation with Eboo Patel, a Glen Ellyn 
native and founder/executive director of the Interfaith 
Youth Core organization which is working to ―create a 
movement of young people who bridge their religious 
differences with relationships of mutual respect and 
common action.‖ A public lecture follows the dinner. There 
is no charge for this event. 
 

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 
 5:15-7:15pm – Dinner 
 Phelps Room, Todd M. Beamer Student Center 
 Wheaton College 
 
 7:30-8:30pm – Public Lecture 
 Coray Alumni Event Center, 
 Todd M. Beamer Student Center, Wheaton College 
 
Please RSVP to Elizabeth Molitors 630-858-1020 x226 or 
associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Gr 6,7,8 Upcoming Events 
 

The Blythe and Basement Boys groups welcome any 
youth in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade to join in the fun two 
Wednesday evenings each month. Feel free to invite 
your non-St. Mark‗s friends to join you. January 5, 

January 19, February 2, February 16. 

High School Youth 
 

Save the Date for the First-Ever Sr. High ―Coffee House‖ 
at St. Mark‘s on Friday, January 21st, from 7 - 9 p.m. 
Look for more details coming soon! Interested in 
supporting the Mexico Mission Trip? Bake a cake for the 
St. Mark‘s Cake Auction which takes place after the 
10:30 service on January 23rd. 

YOU-th Make a Difference: PADS 
 

7 - 12th grade youth are invited to help set up and serve 
dinner at PADS at the First Congregational Church on 
Sunday, January 30th, from 6-8pm. There are four 

volunteer spots available. We also need a parent 
chaperone for that evening. 

Youth Update 
Questions? Contact Rev Elizabeth Molitors at associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
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St. Mark‘s Preschool Information Night 
 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011 
7:00 pm to 8 pm in the Preschool  

 
Learn about the Reggio Emilia philosophy and our program, tour our classroom and meet our teachers.  

Childcare will be provided. 
 

Priority Enrollment for St. Mark’s and PDO families will begin January 1, 2011.  
Open Registration begins January 17, 2011. 

 
2011-12 School Year Program and Schedule 

 
Offering one mixed-age three and four year old class Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursdays 9:15 to 11:30 am.  

Optional 11:30 to 1:00 pm Midday Exploration Program 
 

Questions? preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org, Cindy Flynn (630) 942-8152 or Deirdre Churchill (630) 832-2324. 

St. Mark’s Preschool  
Wish List 

 

Construction Paper 
Elmer‘s glue (liquid) 
Art Supplies 
Toy Cash Register 
Coffee Maker for office 
 

Please place donated items in the basket in 
the narthex or in the wishing well outside the 
nursery.  Thank you! 

Amazon gift cards or post-holiday 
shopping? 
 

Don't forget to start your Amazon shopping/browsing on St. Mark's 
website www.stmarksglenellyn.org. Starting there tells Amazon to 
credit St. Mark's with a sales commission, which we use to support St. 
Mark's ministries. It costs you nothing, and anyone (not just 
parishioners) can do this for St. Mark's benefit, so tell your friends! 
 

The link is always on the right side of the "Connect" emails, and it can 
be found by clicking "Links to other websites" on our website 
homepage. 
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Report from the Delegates to the  
173rd Annual Convention of the Diocese of Chicago 

 
 Ever wonder what your delegates do when they attend convention? Well, we don‘t wave signs or shout slogans, but 
we do engage in God‘s mission through workshops, worship, presentations, and encounters with fellow Episcopalians. Yes, 
we do vote on resolutions and elections. However, anyone can attend all or part of the two day Convention as a lay 
participant, so here are some of our highlights that may motivate you to attend next year.  
  On November 19th and 20th St. Mark‘s delegates gathered together with other members of the Diocese as Christ‘s 
body for our annual Convention at the Westin Lombard Yorktown Center. The weekend offered forty learning opportunities, 
including workshops on:  

Sarah Palin, Barach Obama and Lady Gaga: Learning from This Generation; 

Word to Image: Hearing, Reading, Imagining Genesis 22;  

Ashes to Go: Liturgical Outreach for Episcopalians;  

The Good Infection: Personal & Global Transformations/C.S. Lewis; and  

What Does My Baptism Have to Do with Going Green? 
 

The Exhibition Hall was also filled with more than 80 Exhibitors providing materials and demonstrations from the 
Diocese of Chicago; Episcopal Charities and Community Services; Formation, Ministry, Justice and Outreach; The 
Episcopal Church; and retailers offering crafts, vestments, books, jewelry, games and more. 
 When the convention convened as a body on Friday, Bishop Lee cautioned us against celebrating ―flat‖ as the ―new 
up.‖ He did not want us to be content merely that our Diocese, unlike so many others, did not close any parishes this year, 
when part of our mission is growth and seeking opportunities for that growth. He also spoke of climate and culture – both in 
terms of our local and our global community. We are not just called to work alongside each other, but called to ―esteem‖ 
each other, as we are members of the same body and heart. With a healthy, strong heart we can use all the other unique 
gifts God has given each of us to esteem each other. Finally, we voted to adopt reports to the Convention from various 
Committees, Councils and Commissions, and cast preliminary ballots for individuals running for positions on the Diocese‘s 
Standing Committee, Bishop and Trustees, and Cathedral Chapter. 
 On Saturday morning the Convention‘s keynote address was presented by Canon Sally Bingham entitled: Climate 
Crisis. She advocates that it will be the religious voice of the people that will lead the world out of our current climate crisis 
because we are called to be good stewards of our earth. Our ethical values, taught from baptism by our church, command 
us not to do anything harmful to God‘s creation. Canon Bingham suggested that each parish become involved in ―Interfaith 
Power and Light,‖ a growing national initiative detailing concrete steps to address global climate change. As she pointed 
out, ―There has never been a solar spill.‖ She received a standing ovation. Her presentation can be viewed on the diocesan 
website. 
 The convention reconvened on Saturday afternoon with an inspiring 500 person worship. We heard readings, and 
sang or chanted hymns in both English and Spanish. In addition to Bishop Lee, Bishop Joseph Garang Atem of the Diocese 
of Renk and Bishop Benito Juarez Martinez of the Diocese of Southeast Mexico celebrated with us. The Prayers of the 
People were written and simply offered by children who attended the convention‘s Children and Youth Learning 
Opportunities offered throughout both days of the convention. What an awesome experience for them to recite their words 
before an audience of 500, and what a blessing to all of us to hear our prayers in a fresh, awakening way. 
 A second round of voting took place on Saturday afternoon amidst some debate on various pieces of legislation and 
resolutions. The Diocese made substantial beneficial changes to parish audit procedures, as well as requiring energy audits 
for all parishes. Other resolutions covered prayer and advocacy for Sudan, education in Chicago public schools, and 
bullying. Additional candidate election and resolution information can be found on the Diocesan website. 
 Our Convention closed with a lovely liturgy affirming the time we spent together and sending us forth in commitment to 
service. Convention is an enriching, eye-opening and fellowship-filled experience that is well worth your time. Consider 
attending as a lay participant next November. If you have any questions about convention, please feel free to contact 
Father Smith and any of our Diocesan delegates: Elizabeth Lewis, Gretchen Kenower, and Bob Bernero. 
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 “BATTER UP!”  

 

It‘s the sweetest time of the year! Men of St. Mark‘s: Males age 8 to 80 (and beyond) 
are invited to bake cakes for the Third Annual Men‘s Cake Auction on SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 23 following the 10:30 service. Come prepared to bid on the confections 
and take home a winner! 
 

Proceeds to support the 2010 St. Mark‘s Mexico Mission Trip. (See pages 4-5 for 
more information about our Mexico mission trips.) 
 

Please contact Trey Buchanan 630-664-8026 or trey.buchanan@comcast.net for 
details. 
  


