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Want to be where it is hotter than hot  
when it is colder than cold?  

 

St. Mark’s Chicago Blues 
February 5 

 

Join us on February 5th from 7 to 10 p.m. as we 
support the Peoples Resource Center with A Night of 
Blues. The night will feature music from Chicago Blues 
All Stars (www.chicagobluesallstars.com) and food 
by Chef Luis of Cab‘s Wine Bar Bistro. Tickets ($25). 
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Important dates 

 

More information on any of these 
events can be found in this issue or 
at www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
 
February 
5 Blues Fest 
6 Evensong /supper 
13 Annual Meeting 
23 Women 2 Women Game Night 
 

March 
2 Blythe & Basement Boys  
6 Evensong /supper 
8 Burning Palms/Pancakes 
9 Ash Wednesday  
11 Talent Night  
13 Labyrinth 
16  Lenten Dinner /Program 
 Blythe & Basement Boys 
18-20 Women‘s Retreat  
23 Lenten Dinner /Program 
 

April 
3 Evensong / Supper   
6 Lenten Dinner/Program 
9 Women 2 Women Tea 
10 Bishop‘s visit & Confirmation 
13 Seder Meal/Instruction  
17 Palm Sunday 
21 Maundy Thursday Agape Feast  
22 Good Friday  for Children 
 Good Friday Stations/Service   
23 Spring Cleanup (tentative) 
 Easter Vigil with Reception   
24 Easter Sunday Services  
 Easter Egg Hunt  

St. Mark's Annual Meeting  
Sunday, Feb. 13, 2011 in Mahon Hall  

Following the 10:30am Service 
 

The nominating committee has proposed the following slate for new vestry 
members: 

Junior Warden - Scott Bednas 
Two one year terms - Judy Jackson and Roby McGovern 
Four three year terms - Nancy Gier, Dianne Dinse,  

Shawn Somerville and Scott Taback 
Convention Delegates - Horacio Chavez & Virginia Vagt 

Nominations from the parish will be received through January 29, 2011. 
Nominations require signatures from 20 parishioners who are members in 
good standing and an acceptance in writing from the nominee. Nominations 
should be submitted to the Rector or the Senior or Junior Wardens, Kris 
Baier or Fiona Miller. 

All are welcome to the Tuesday Bible Study at 9 
a.m. in the library. We meet for an hour and are 
beginning a new study - 1st and 2nd Chronicles. 
These books of the Old Testament include the 
stories of David who becomes King of Israel and his 
son Solomon, and the building of the Temple in 
Jerusalem. Questions? Contact George Smith at 
rector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
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It’s A Two-Way Street 
 

In a major development in Western Christianity, the Vatican has 
welcomed a group of Anglican bishops into the Roman Catholic Church.  
Conversions to Roman Catholicism have always been welcome, but 
what is special about this situation is that through a structure called a 
―Personal Ordinariate,‖ these Anglicans will be able to convert while 
maintaining elements of Anglican tradition and liturgy, including married 
clergy.  Three Anglican bishops, all who are married, were received as 
Roman Catholic priests on Saturday, January 15 in Westminster 
Cathedral.  In their new capacity, they will oversee Anglican parishes 
deciding to ―convert‖ to Roman Catholicism in the coming months.  
 

The reason these Anglican bishops and their flocks are converting to 
Roman Catholicism is primarily because of their opposition to certain 

developments in the Church of England, in particular the ordination of women as 
priests and bishops and the ordination of openly gay priests. 
 

While there is a lot of news coverage about Anglican Bishops who are becoming 
Roman Catholics, what is also happening is that many Roman Catholic priests 
and lay people have been and are being received into the Episcopal Church.  In 
the Diocese of Chicago, there are at least five priests who were former Roman 
Catholic priests. There are also many lay people who have been received from 
the Roman Catholic Church into the Episcopal Church. 
 

There are two points that I think are worth making.  The first is that in all of this 
back and forth, it is important to remember that the Episcopal Church is 
Catholic.  There are three major branches of Catholic Christianity: Roman 
Catholic, English Catholic (or Anglican / Episcopal) and Eastern Orthodox 
Catholic.  In common usage however, the word Catholic has become 
synonymous with Roman Catholicism.  This is an impoverishment of the reality 
that Catholic means ―universal‖ and includes those churches who continue in 
the unbroken apostolic line of bishops and who also uphold the seven 
sacraments of Christ (baptism, communion, marriage, ordination, confirmation, 
reconciliation and confession).  In this sense, St. Mark‘s is as Catholic as St. 
Petronille, and it is perfectly correct to say that as an Episcopalian you are 
Catholic. 
 

The second point comes originally from the apostle Paul himself: the truth is that 
there is neither Roman Catholic, English Catholic or Orthodox Catholic.  In 
Christ, we are all one.  The walls and issues that divide us are ultimately fiction. 
Paul used slightly different terminology (that in Christ, we are neither male, 
female, Greek or Jew, which he writes in his letter to the church in Galatia).  In 
today‘s world, there are many denominations, churches and styles of worship.  
There are many approaches to the Bible and a wide range of theology.  But in 
the end, there is one God, one Christ and one Church.  If we remember this, it 
will make a lot of our passing back and forth more enjoyable, and in the end, 
worth a good laugh. 

Yours in Christ, 

George+ 
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Visual Artists 

 

Here‘s an opportunity to share your 
masterpieces for the congregation to 
admire. St. Mark‘s Talent Night is 
coming on Friday, March 11, and 
this year it includes an art gallery! 
The gallery will be open for viewing 
before, during and after the talent 
performances.  
 

All artists from fourth grade and up 
are welcome to exhibit up to two 
pieces. Drawings, paintings, 
photographs, and sculptures are 
welcome. Artwork must be unframed 
(matted is great, but not necessary). 
Charcoal and pastel pieces must be 
sprayed with fixative before 
submission. Registration fee is $5 
per piece, so if you enter two, it‘s 
$10.  
 

To submit artwork, bring it to church 
on Sunday, March 6 and put it in the 
portfolio marked ―Talent Night Art‖ at 
the entrance to Mahon Hall. Or bring 
it to the church office between 
Monday, March 7, and Thursday 
morning, March 10.  
 

After the event, pick up work on 
Sunday, March 13 in Mahon Hall 
before or after church. Questions? 
Contact Cecilia Smith at 
ceciliasmith@hotmail.com. 

The church office is seeking 
volunteer help to assist members 
and visitors at the reception desk. A 
typical shift is 9 a.m. to noon, one 
day every other week. Interested 
persons should contact Dale Byrnes 
at 630-858-1020 x221 or 
frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org.  
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On the Liturgy 
 

Lent begins Ash Wednesday, which this year is 
March 9, six and one half weeks before Easter.  
From the very beginning of the Church's history, 
the period of Easter has been celebrated as the 
triumph of the Incarnate God over the forces of 
sin and death. Also from that time, the period 
prior to Easter has been marked by prayer, 
fasting, self-examination, and discipline. This 
period, called Lent (related to lengthening of 
days, from the old English word for Spring), 
prepares us for the Lord‘s suffering and death at 
Calvary and for his victory. Lent has its origins 
in the rule of the early Church that converts 
must be given a rigorous preparation in the 
faith, marked by study and by special discipline, 
prior to their baptism on Easter Sunday. The 
forty days of Lenten preparation are mentioned 
as early as the Council of Nicea in 325 AD. 
Within a short time, this opportunity for 
preparation for the Lord's Resurrection was 
open even to "veteran" Christians. Lent contains 
the forty days between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter, but does not include Sundays. Sundays 
are not Sundays ―of Lent,‖ but ―in Lent;‖ even in 
Lent, Sundays are feast days.  
 

The ashes imposed on believers on Ash 
Wednesday portray in a moving fashion our 
mortality and penitence.  As we walk the way of 
Lent, we open our lives to the Lord's purifying 
scrutiny and widen the scope of His resurrection 
power in our lives. In Lent, look for changes in 
the service as we move into a more somber, 
reflective mode. In Lent we say farewell for a 
time to the Alleluia, the ancient Christian 
acclamation of Christ's victory, to attend with 
sobriety to how we have not always manifested 
this victory in our daily lives. Lent is a time of 
self-examination, a time when we can say with 
the Psalmist,  " I know my transgressions, and 
my sin is ever before me." (Psalm 51:3). An 
excellent explanation of Lent can be found in 
the Ash Wednesday liturgy, pp. 264-5 of the 
Book of Common Prayer.  
 

-David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Money Enough: 
Living Faithfully in the Global Economy 

 

Workshop Date: Saturday, March 19  
  9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
Location: St. Mark‘s Episcopal Church 
Fee: $45 includes a light breakfast and box lunch. Scholarships are 
available. Please contact seabury@seabury.edu. 
Registration: To register online, go to 
www.seabury.edu and click on ―events‖ or contact 
Susan Quigley at susan.quigley@seabury.edu or 847-328-9300, 
ext. 45. 
 

As people of faith, what is worthy of our worldly pursuit? What role 
should financial success play in our own well-being—and in what 
we do for others? This workshop presents a perspective on human 
well-being that focuses on developing our various capabilities, not 
for our own good alone, but also to expand our circle of concern. 
 

In presentations and interactive discussions on vocation, labor and 
recreation, stewardship, and practicing justice, this workshop will 
equip leaders of and participants in civic, corporate, and religious 
organizations to place their economic decisions within a framework 
of faith and well being. This program is presented in partnership 
with St. Mark‘s Episcopal Church, and will be led by Douglas Hicks. 
 

This program is sponsored by the Bexley Hall and Seabury Western 
Partnership for Lifelong Learning. For information on all of 
Seabury’s enrichment and academic programs, visit 
www.seabury.edu. 
 

Douglas A. Hicks is Professor of Leadership Studies and Religion 
in the Jepson School of Leadership Studies at the University of 
Richmond and a Presbyterian minister. For five years he also 
served as the founding director and later as executive director of 
the Bonner Center for Civic Engagement on the Richmond campus. 
A graduate of Davidson College, Duke, and Harvard, he is the 
author of four books, including With God on All Sides: Leadership in 
a Devout and Diverse America (Oxford, 2009) and Money Enough: 
Everyday Practices for Living Faithfully in the Global Economy 
(Jossey-Bass, 2010). 

Cathedral Shelter Christmas Basket 
Thank You Notes are on the table in the Narthex, 

sorted by sponsors' last names. Please find your name and take 
your card. Please be aware that these cards and notes were written 
prior to the families picking up their gifts (per Cathedral Shelter's 
process), so you won't find any references to the specific things that 
your boxes included. Thank you again for your generosity to the 
Cathedral Shelter clients! 
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A Few of the Reflections from  
St. Mark’s 2010 Mission Trip to San Marcos 

Elizabeth Molitors: In trying to respond to the question, 
―How was Mexico‖ I find that only my most 
understanding friends have been patient enough to sit 
through all of the stories and impressions I managed to 
gather in the course of six short days; what a rich, 
wonderful experience. 
 
So, although I have many, many stories, here is an 
abbreviated and distilled version of a few of the things 
my mind keeps coming back to…  
 
Refuse (as in ‗trash‘): One evening in Nigromante, we 
were to prepare and serve a spaghetti supper to the 
people of San Marcos. Having stocked up on all the 
supplies we needed in Veracruz, we proceeded to take 
over the kitchen of a local woman to cook the pasta, 
mix the sauce, grate the cheese and slice the bread. It 
was meant to be a simple meal, but wow, what a 
production. We opened our huge containers of pasta 
from Costco, each sturdy cardboard box enclosing 
eight individually-wrapped cellophane-covered 
packages of penne and fusilli. For the sauce, we‘d 
purchased large cans of tomatoes and tomato sauce, 
along with a case of those tiny cans of tomato paste. 
We couldn‘t find a can-opener, and so we watched as 
two local young people opened the cans for us, using 
the blade of a huge machete-like knife. For this one 
meal, we more than filled their trash can; it was 
overwhelming and shocking how much refuse we 
created.  
 

Mindfulness / Mindlessness: This impression didn‘t 
strike me until I‘d come home, that is, how mindlessly I 
normally move through my day. In Glen Ellyn, I don‘t 
have to think about what words to use to buy my 
groceries or answer the phone; in Nigromante, I had to 
use lots of hand-gestures and my 14 words of Spanish 
(or call upon a more fluent fellow-traveler) to get water 
from the local tienda or introduce myself to someone. 
All the little mundane, everyday things I do nearly 
unconsciously at home required a much greater level 
of attention in a place and a culture that differs from 
the one to which I‘m accustomed. It was good to be 
reminded that my reality in Glen Ellyn is not the entire 
world‘s reality. 

Hospitality: In the book of Deuteronomy, God 
reminds the Israelites that, ―You shall also love the 
stranger, for you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt‖ (Deut 10:19). In fact, scripture is filled with 
advice and admonishments about offering hospitality. 
I suspect, though, that it‘s harder for some of us (I‘m 
definitely one of these) to be on the receiving end of 
hospitality than it is to be the host. In Nigromante, it 
was an honor – and an extremely humbling 
experience – to be welcomed so readily into peoples‘ 
lives and into their homes, to find myself dependent 
and needy and not in control of my circumstances, 
depending instead on the generosity and grace of 
others. 
 

The Kingdom of Heaven is like: On Tuesday 
evening, after sharing a meal with the people of San 
Marcos, I stood back for a moment and drank in the 
scene that was before me. The town square in front of 
the church was filled with people. Adults and children 
from St. Mark‘s – together with adults and children 
from San Marcos – kicked soccer balls, threw 
Frisbees, drew with chalk, sat on benches and 
chatted, played tag and made music with harmonicas, 
guitars, mandolins, water jugs and maracas. 
Unbidden, a line from scripture came to mind, the line 
that Jesus uses over and over in the gospel of 
Matthew to describe the way the world would be if 
humanity worked in accord with God‘s will for us: The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like…  
 

On the face of it, there is so much that separates the 
people of San Marcos and St. Mark‘s: geographical 
distance, different languages, economics, suburban 
vs. rural life. But these things, which we often think of 
as barriers, were no match for the Kingdom of 
Heaven which was, that night, like a group of 
newfound friends eating, talking, playing and making 
music together. 
 

Kim Toliver: John 15 vs. 12 This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. This was my second trip to San Marcos, 
and I was looking forward to seeing the people that I 
had met and remembered in 2007. It was a different 
experience; a  rewarding experience, an experience  
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filled with awe. It is remarkable to me how the 
communication just flows. It is all about love; it truly is. It 
is our love for them, their love for us, and for both 
communities, our love for God.  
 

They are filled with this profound eagerness to know and 
to please us. Yet, it is so natural and real. The adult 
women were exceptionally comfortable and seemed so 
relaxed when we invaded their kitchen with loads of cans 
and preservatives!  They adapted and just wanted to 
have fun with us. This made for lots of laughs and a very 
memorable episode.  
 

Our group this year was extraordinary. Our children who 
represented St. Mark‘s were once again an exceptional 
representation of what this trip is all about. The children 
of San Marcos could not get enough of them!  The 
relationships that were formed, I am sure, will be 
continued and are so meaningful to both the children of 
St. Mark‘s and San Marcos. They read, they played, they 
created music, they created art, they sang, they danced, 
they laughed, they LOVED each other!  Thanks, 
St.Mark‘s, for the continued support of this awesome 
mission to continue our relationship with San Marcos in 
Nigromante, Mexico. George, you were missed.  
 

Matthew Buchanan: I was all set to go on the Mexico 
Mission trip that Sunday morning. I still had memories of 
last year still in my head; the town, the people, the heat. 
Not only that, but, my favorite youth group leader aside 
from Jim Hamilton, Chad Alcorn, would be coming along. 
I would be able to talk with him about the books I am 
writing and the universe in which they take place in. 
When we landed in Veracruz, the heat told me we were 
there. After me and my father caught a taste of old 
cartoons in Spanish at the hotel we spent the night in, 
we began the long trip to the village of Nigromante. One 
of the highlights of the road trip was me having the 
chance to recite my favorite speech from one of my 
favorite comic/TV series. Half way through, we stopped 
at a restaurant to have lunch and my father left the group 
to find a guitar so he could play music for the kids. 
Sawyer, Gemma and I went with Alex, Elliott and their 
dad to buy a lock for the trailer we were hauling. That‘s 
when the storm hit. It was so terrible that we and the 
locals hid inside the store. Sawyer, Gemma and I had to 
run through the rain back to the rest of the group. Sadly, 
as we waited for the others, it soon became clear that we 
wouldn‘t be able to stay with the villagers the second 
day. So, we stayed in another hotel after we met the 
villagers again. The more we stayed in the country,  

the more it corresponded with my mental pictures of  
Thailand, Africa, South America, the Hawaiian forests, 
and India. As we drove to the village, I had an 
enraptured audience as I spoke of my novel. When 
we arrived in the village, all the kids were so happy to 
see me. They obviously remembered me from last 
year. The difference from this year and last is that 
they finally learned my name; ―Mateo‖. The entire time 
I was with the kids, they wouldn‘t let me go for even a 
second. I did everything with them; I played a game 
that was similar to Duck-Duck-Goose, I ran around 
with them and played soccer with them and the 
Padre. I even had a faux kung-fu gang fight with the 
older and stronger kids on the tower in the town 
square. I also met a cute girl named Carmen who is 
also an aspiring actress. Chad was able to strike up a 
pseudo-jug band with the kids. The family me, my 
father and Chad stayed with were expecting a child 
the night we came in or the day after that. I was also 
able to see the graveyard. What I noticed was that we 
view our graveyards as miserable places rife with 
owls, ravens, and bats while Mexican graveyards are 
chockfull of flowers and butterflies. It shows the 
difference between America‘s and Mexico‘s view of 
death. We also were able to see the World Cup in a 
villager‘s household. By the time we were leaving, I 
was already missing the place. What I loved most 
about this year‘s visit was the fact that we didn‘t just 
work the entire time; we mostly spent time with the 
whole community. All we did was be with the people. 
It was a bunch of fun, and it even reminded me once 
more of The Magnificent Seven or its predecessor, 
Seven Samurai. I‘m thinking of inviting my best friend, 
David, with me next year.  

Ready to make your own Mexico Memories? 
 

¡Atención!  
 

Sunday, March 13 is the deadline for committing to this 
year's Mexico Mission Trip. We will meet in Room 203 
across from Mahon Hall following the late service. 
Please bring your check for $100 made out to St. Mark's 
with "Mexico Trip" in the notation and your signed 
covenant. The trip is for 9th graders on up (not just a 
youth trip). Are you possibly interested or would you like 
to help? Find out more about the trip and what is 
involved by contacting Kim Reed at 
kimreed@wowway.com or 630-545-0662. 
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After Hours for Moms 
Evening Fellowship for Mothers 

  
Our next gathering will be Wednesday, February 2nd from 
7:00 to 9:00 pm in the parish library for Spirituality in 
Children. The Rev. Dr. Robin Currie provides insight and a 
variety of helpful tips for nurturing children's spiritual and 
religious formation. In addition to her wealth of practical advice 
on how to engage children in authentic faith practice, this 
program helps parents identify their own important role in a 
child's deepening life of faith. Moms will learn how to forge a 
path for a child's spiritual life as Robin invites them to share 
the journey with their children. Please RSVP by Evite, or if you 
have not received an invitation, contact Caroline McAlpine at 
c_mcalpin@hotmail.com to be added to our distribution list. 
A suggested donation of $5.00 is requested. 
 
Whether you work full-time, part-time, or in the home, please 
plan to take a ―night off‖ and join us at After Hours to connect 
with other moms. We get together almost every month, on a 
Wednesday evening in the parish library, to hear a speaker, 
have a discussion, and enjoy refreshments and fellowship. 
Our topics are geared toward mothers in the childrearing 
years, but all women are welcome. 

St. Mark's Preschool note 
cards are now available!  
 

These fun cards feature the artwork of our preschoolers 
and are available in the St. Mark's office, St. Mark's 
Preschool office, and during coffee hour on Sundays. The 
note cards will be 10 cards for $12. Checks should be 
made out to St. Mark's Preschool. Get yours while 
supplies last! Proceeds will benefit the preschool. Contact 
Kim Reed / Friends of the Preschool 630-545-0662 / 
kimreed@wowway.com. 

W2W Game Night 
 

Come, laugh and have lots of fun.    Games, friends 
and Joyce.  What could be better.? 
Join us Wednesday February 23 from 7-9 pm in 
Mahon Hall as Joyce Fletcher leads us in games. 
 

You do not want to miss this event.  It‘s more fun than 
you can imagine--even if you don‘t consider yourself a 
game player.  Bring a snack to share and lots of 
friends too. Questions?  Contact Kathleen Leid 
(ksrleid@gmail.com or 630.835.7647).   

Women’s Ministry News 
If you are currently not receiving email notices on NOVA or After Hours for Moms, please contact Caroline McAlpine at 
c_mcalpin@hotmail.com. We send Evites out  2 weeks before the programs. For more information about After Hours 
please visit the informational bulletin board near the nursery for a full description of this year‘s programs and speakers. 
There is no charge for these programs, although a suggested donation of $5 is welcomed per program. We hope you can 
enjoy a special night out for yourself! We look forward to seeing you! 

Gentle Yoga 
with Reeny 
Open to all parishioners 

regardless of experience 

or fitness level. 

  

Join Reeny Linstrom for gentle yoga and 
stretching for beginners and up. Every 
Thursday 13th through March 24th we meet 
from 9:15 to 10:30 am in Mahon Hall. 
Childcare is provided so set some time aside 
for yourself! 
 
F O R   M O R E   I N F O R M A T I O N : If 
you are currently not receiving email notices 
on these programs and outings, please 
contact Elizabeth Lanzillo at 
eschnell@wowway.com. We understand that 
life with little ones can be unpredictable, so 
you are welcome to come late, leave early, 
keep your child on your lap, or just drop in 
whenever you can!  

 

mailto:c_mcalpin@hotmail.com
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St. Mark’s Preschool Registration 
 

Offering one mixed age three and four year old class Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursdays 9:15 to 11:30 
am. Optional 11:30 to 1:00 pm Midday Exploration Program Questions :E-mail 
preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org, Cindy Flynn (630) 942-8152 or Deirdre Churchill  
(630) 832-2324. 

A Word about  
Godly Play – Work for children! 

 
We offer Godly Play for children, ages 4 through first grade on Sundays, from 9:10 – 10:00 
a.m., in the Children‘s Worship room in the Undercroft. We recently hosted a Godly Play workshop, featuring consultant 
Darlene Isaac. Here are a few principles of the Godly Play® philosophy: Compiled by Godly Play Trainer Becki Stewart. 

Ø Children have a deep connection to God. We hold dear a 
deep belief children come from God and already have a 
relationship with God. 
 
Ø The spiritual lives of children are a sacred and holy thing. 
Despite the fact that we know a good deal about how 
children reason or think, their faith lives remain a veiled 
mystery to us. 
 
Ø Children lack that expressive capacity to talk about their 
experiences, thoughts and feelings. (We adults must nurture 
this and Godly Play does just that.) 
 
Ø Children have important issues that frame their interior 
lives – Death, Meaning, Aloneness, and Freedom. These 
boundaries include the basic existential limits that all humans 
share. Religious language can help them cope with these 
four big questions.  
 
Ø Godly Play is about giving children the language – that is 
religious language – to make meaning. We teach children 
through stories, the child‘s natural language. Sacred Stories 

help children find their identity. In Parables they can play with 
the language and discover new meaning. In Liturgical Action 
they can celebrate their relationship to the Creator.  
 
Ø In Godly Play the environment plays a crucial role. We 
provide a beautiful space where children are surrounded by 
the language of the Christian people. Providing a structure to 
the time with a sequence gives the child stability and a sense 
of safety as well. The unspoken lesson is ―this place is made 
just for you‖ and ―we value you for you are (not who you will 
become)‖.  
 
Ø Teachers support and guide the community of children 
so they can work together and later become self-sufficient in 
maintaining their own community. We are showing how 
Christian people are in community together. 
 
Ø We can MODEL for them a life of faith and our love of 
the language. The unspoken lesson is perhaps the most 
powerful. Giving them PERMISSION and TIME to explore 
these existential issues is critical to deepening their faith.  

What is your reaction to these principles?  Who are the children in your life whom you wish to lead in the way of faith 
formation?  You are invited to participate in a Godly Play session any Sunday morning – with or without children. We seek 
to nurture this program at St. Mark‘s, so the more familiar our congregation becomes with it, the better. Watch this column in 
future issues of the PostMark for more information about Godly Play and our children‘s faith formation program.  If you have 
questions, or would like to volunteer to be a greeter, please contact me at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org.
 Marsha Webster 
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The Blythe and Basement Boys groups welcome any 
youth in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade to join in the fun two 
Wednesday evenings each month. Feel free to invite 
your non-St. Mark‘s friends to join you.  
 

February 2 – Blythe and Basement Boys will meet 
together in Mahon Hall from 7 - 8:30pm for Yoga with 
Reeny Linstrom. Please wear comfortable/workout 
clothes (i.e. sweatpants or yoga pants). 
 

February 16 - Blyth and Basement boys meet in their 
separate groups from 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

March 2 – Blythe and Basement Boys will be going to 
Feed My Starving Children in Aurora. Special time – 5:30
-9pm (includes travel to/from FMSC). Adults/parents, 
please contact the Rev. Elizabeth Molitors if you can 
drive and/or chaperone. 

Confirmation – Change of Date 
For those 8th grade youth who will be confirmed this 
spring, please note that the date of Confirmation is 
changing. Originally, the St. Mark‘s youth were scheduled 
to be part of the deanery-wide Confirmation in May. We 
recently received word that Bishop Lee will be visiting St. 
Mark‘s on Sunday, April 10th, and Confirmation will be a 
part of our regular worship service. Confirmand Sunday – 
where the youth fill all of the ministry roles at each service 
– will still happen on May 15th. If the April 10th date will not 
work for your family, please contact the Rev. Elizabeth 
Molitors to see about alternative arrangements. 

Youth Update 
 

Questions? Contact Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

CHICAGO DIOCESE SUMMER CAMP  
Looking for quality day camp options for your children or youth?   The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago is offering 4 choices for 
summer camp: 
Session I  June 26th  – July 1st   ―Mixed Age Camp‖ for  3rd through 7th graders 
Session I June 26th  – 28th    ―Introduction to Camp‖ for  2nd  and 3rd graders 
Session II July 3rd – 8th ―Middler Camp‖ for 3rd – 7th graders 
Session III July 10th – 15th ―Jr. High and High School Camp‖ for 7th – 10th graders  
 
Accommodations are at the YMCA Camp Algonquin. Camp brochures are available on the table in the narthex. Additional 
information and registration forms can be found at www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-camp . The fees for full week 
camps are $500, if paid by Feb. 15; $550 thereafter until May 15th.  The fees for the Introduction to Camp will be $250, if 
paid by Feb. 15; $300 until May 15th.  

Attend the Annual Meeting! St Mark’s needs you to 
make plans for God’s work in the world! 

BIG THANK YOU! 
...to the 30+ youth (and their parents) who braved the 
snowy weather on December 20th to participate in the 
(Semi)Progressive Christmas Party and white elephant 
gift exchange. Thanks, also, to Marylu and Greg Olsen 
for hosting the middle school youth at their home 

Summer is Coming!!  
 

Junior Mission Camp is a week of local service projects 
(and fun and friendship) for those youth who will be enter-
ing 6/7/8th grade in the Fall of 2011. Please mark your cal-
endars for July 11-15. More details – and registration ma-
terials – coming soon. 
 

The Leaders in Training Program, sponsored by the Dio-
cese of Chicago, is for youth who will be entering their jun-
ior or senior year of high school in Fall 2011. The LIT Pro-
gram ―exists to foster leadership skills in young adults‖ and 
trains youth to become Christian summer camp leaders. 
For further information, see the diocesan website at http://
www.episcopalchicago.org/ ministries/summer-camp/
summer-camp-lit.cfm 
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Children’s News 

Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

9:15 Hymn Choir  
Meets February 27!  

 

Do you like to sing, but can‘t make the Thursday evening 
rehearsal commitment?  Did you enjoy singing in high 
school, but never tried a church choir?  Do you long for 
just a little more music during the 9:15 worship service?  
Well, we have the perfect opportunity for you! This month 
the Hymn Choir will gather on Sunday, February 27th, to 

lead hymns and service responses 
during the 9:15 worship service. We 
will rehearse at 8:30 a.m. that 
morning and sing for the service. In 
addition to congregational hymns, we 
will learn a simple offertory anthem.   

Vacation Bible School  
Save the Date! 

 

VBS will take place August 1st – 5th, 9:30 – Noon. Pre-
registration will be offered this spring. Interested in helping 
to coordinate VBS or suggest a VBS theme? Contact 
Marsha Webster childrensministry@stmarkglenellyn.org. 

CROP Hunger Walk 
 
 
 

Now is the time to start making your plans to participate in 
the annual Glen Ellyn / Wheaton Area CROP Hunger 
Walk on the afternoon of Sunday, May 1 at Grace 
Lutheran Church in Glen Ellyn. CROP Hunger Walk 
benefits the work of Church World Service, a cooperative 
ministry of 36 Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican 
denominations, providing sustainable self-help and 
development, disaster relief, and refugee assistance in 
some 80 countries. In addition, 25% of the money raised 
in our local walk supports four local organizations, 
including two of our core outreach organizations – 
People‘s Resource Center and the Glen Ellyn Food 
Pantry. Last year, 12 St. Mark‘s parishioners walked and 
many members contributed. We‘ll have two routes and 
both with ice cream. Join us this year !This year, I have 
taken on the role of co-coordinator for the overall Glen 
Ellyn/Wheaton walk, and I could use some help in 
organizing St. Mark‘s participation – publicizing the walk 
and recruiting St. Mark‘s walkers and sponsors. This 
would be a great service activity for high school students, 
but adults are welcome. For more information on our local 
CROP Walk, or if you‘d like to help organize our 
participation, please contact Paul Flynn at (630) 942-
8152 or flynn@stanfordalumni.org. 

Vestry Meeting Minutes can be found by clicking the 
link St. Mark’s A to Z and then Vestry Meeting 
Minutes on our website www.stmarksglenellyn.org or 
can be mailed to you  simply by requesting a copy from 
our vestry clerk, Dan Conaway. (630-469-7826 / 
vestryclerk@stmarksglenellyn.org) 
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Book Review 
 

The Living Paul, by Anthony C. Thiselton. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic. 
190 pages. $20.00. 

  

One of the latest writings on St. Paul, the most prolific letter-writer in the New 
Testament, has happily some features distinctive about it. Thiselton, who is pro-
fessor of Christian theology at the University of Nottingham, England, has begun 
by including chapters on the relation between Jesus and Paul, then some dis-
tinctive features relating to Paul‘s view of a ―new creation,‖ followed by  chapters 
on Paul as a traveler and missionary/pastor. The bulk of the work concerns 
studies on the theology of Paul (12 chapters), concluding with a ―typical‖ Thisel-
tonian chapter on Paul and postmodernity. 
 

Various writers during the last century and a half have drawn a (sometimes) 
sharp line between the idea of a ―human Jesus‖ and a ―divine Christ‖ in Paul‘s 
epistles. Thiselton questions such an approach, and appeals not only to the 
epistles, but especially to the more recent book by David Wenham, ―Paul: Fol-
lower of Jesus or Founder of Christianity,‖ as an antidote to the extreme view-
point.  
 

There are two helpful chapters on Paul‘s life and travels, based on materials in 
his letters and in the Book of Acts. These aid in giving the reader a perspective 
on our subject, for he was multinational and multicultural. It was these factors, 
along with his devotedness to his Lord, Jesus Christ, that enabled Paul to write, 
―to the Jews I became a Jew; to those outside the Law I became as one outside 
the Law.‖ It is also important to see Paul as a missionary pastor—a person virtu-
ally always on the move, yet spending some extended periods of time (as in 
Corinth and in Ephesus) evangelizing, teaching, and organizing the churches he 
had founded. 
 

Thiselton begins his study of Pauline theology with the apostle‘s Christology, 
viz., ―Jesus Christ in Paul.‖ For Paul the favorite term applied to Christ is ―Lord.‖ 
Not the reigning Caesar (whether Claudius or Nero), the ―lord‖ of the Roman 
Empire, mighty as it was, but Jesus Christ, whom God called ―Lord‖ by raising 
him from the dead (Rom, 1:4)—and Thiselton shows at some length the implica-
tions of this reality for the life of the Christian, indeed for the whole world. And 
this will be culminated in a day to come, in which ―every knee shall bow…and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.‖ 
The chapters that follow are virtually echoes of Paul‘s teachings in his letters on 
the Trinity, the state of humanity, including sin and justification, the Christian life, 
the Church, and its sacraments, and the Parousia (the return of Christ in glory). 
 

The final chapter is the most extensive, an interaction with and response to, 
what is called ―postmodernism.‖ Thiselton admits this viewpoint is difficult to de-
fine, but he does state, as a way of helping the reader, that it regards most of 
our distinctions used in philosophy, logic, and modern culture as based on 
―mere human convention,‖ rather than on truth. It also opposes the idea that sci-
ence presents a ―universally valid model for all knowledge.‖ Our ways of seeing 
the world are mainly the product of ―race, class, gender and history.‖ He surveys 
various exponents of this approach, and emphasizes that this viewpoint is more 
a ―mood‖ than a ―period (of time).‖ Thus we can see elements of it present in 
Paul‘s day as well as in our own. 

 Rev. Dr. Walter M. Dunnett, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Thank you to  
Brian and Cindy 

Stepien 
 

The Outreach committee would like to 
extend a huge thank you to the 
Stepiens for their strong commitment 
and leadership of the Outreach 
Committee over the past three years.   
 

 In addition to overseeing the activities 
of the committee, their hard work over 
the past two summers to make St. 
Mark‘s a participating church in the 
summer overnight staffing at the First 
Congregational Church in Glen Ellyn 
has been a true gift to our community. 
We are most grateful that Brian and 
Cindy will continue as chairs of St. 
Mark‘s summer PADS efforts as they 
have made this a well-oiled and 
benevolent machine.  
 

If you would like to learn more about 
St. Mark‘s summer PADS commitment 
or are interested in joining the 
Outreach Committee, please contact 
Cindy Flynn, Outreach Committee 
Vestry Liaison, 
notnowkato@gmail.com or 
630.942.8152. 

PADS Update 
 We are looking for additional 
suppliers of paper products for PADS 
on Sunday nights. These items 
include sturdy dinner plates, small 
dessert plates, salad bowls, napkins, 
10 oz. hot/cold cups, plasticware, 
colored dots and name tags. You‘ll be 
part of a call list that donates 1 or 2 of 
the items when needed every other 
month. If you are interested in helping, 
please email Randy Briasco at 
rbriasco@wowway.com or call 630-
790-1885. Also looking for a supply 
coordinator (a once a month 
commitment). 
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St. Mark’s Outreach Committee 2010 Summary  

Event Date Key Sponsors Beneficiary Notes Amount Raised 

2009 2010 

School Uniforms Lent M&O Committee Diocese of Chicago Nets For Life 
$2,100 

n/a $1,804 

Cake Auction Jan Trey Buchanan SE Mexico Trip    $2,250 $1,700 

UTO Blue Boxes Lent Elizabeth Lewis UTO   $653 $570 

Crop Walk Spring Paul Flynn Church World  
Service 

   $1,242 $1,090 

Spring Plant Sale April Julie Carson SE Mexico Trip    $880 Not held 

Spring Jazz Concert May Angela Adkins St. Mark’s Preschool 
Scholarship Fund 

  $4,531 
GE Walk-in  
Ministries 

$1,965 

Mother's Day  
Rose Sale 

May Andrew Dorn SE Mexico Trip    $800 $1,000 

Cinco de Mayo  
Dinner 

May Kim Reed SE Mexico Trip    $3,500 $3,300 

PADS Shelter Summer Brian and Cindy 
Stepien 

PADS Dollars estimated 
on 3 meals ($20 
total) x 60 

$5,000 $5,000 
Well supported  

by parish 

School Supplies August Don Sutherland St Gregory’s   $1,500 Not held 

St. Leonard’s  
Coat Collection 

October Don Sutherland   15 men’s coats   Not held 

Pumpkin Patch October Joe Campagna/ 
Phil Adler 

PADS  (1/3) /  
Native American 
Farmers (2/3) 

Dollar amount: 
Approx 1/3 for 
PADS 

$15,239 $17,673 
($6,066 to PADS ) 

Sleep Out Saturday Nov Elizabeth Molitors / 
Leo Lanzillo 

Bridge Communities   $600 $400 

Unicef Nov Marsha Webster Unicef   $132 $186 

Christmas Baskets Dec Ginnie Judd Cathedral Shelter $ Estimated on 
$150 avg per family 
X 66 families 
adopted 

$10,000 
(70 families) 

$9,900 
(66 families) 

Children's Concert Dec Jill Bednas GE Food Pantry With Jim Gill $100 Not held this year 

St Nick's Brunch Dec Marsha Webster  /
Janice Campagna 

PRC   $250 
gift cards 

plus 25 toys 

$152 cash and 
gift cards plus 

40 toys  ($750 total) 

Peoples Resource 
Center 

Dec Outreach 
Committee 

PRC Fall food donations 
from Blythe and 
Basement  Boys 

  $600 and  
food donations 

 Andrew White  Dec  Charles Snider  FRRME    $1,216 $563 

Glen Ellyn  
Food Pantry 

Sept-May Adrian Buchanan 
$ Amount from  
Outreach  
Committee 

GE Food Pantry Sunday School 
classes rotate 
weekly donations 

  $600 
Well supported with 

food donations 

PADS Lunches Oct-May Reeny Linstrom PADS –  
First Cong Site 

$100 per month in 
donations X 8 
months 

  $800 
Well supported with 

food donations 

Annual Support All Year St Marks Chicago Diocese   $33,500 $34,650 

GE Walk-In  
Ministry 

All Year Bob Bernero GE Walk-In Ministry       $2,200 

          Totals:   $81,393 $84,751 

Updated 1/11 cef 
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  Got Talent? Share it!  
TALENT NIGHT 

 

Friday March 11 7:00 p.m. Mahon Hall $10 admission 
 

MUSIC   COMEDY   DANCE   ART GALLERY    RAFFLE    FOOD 
 

5 minute acts; fourth graders to adults $10 registration per act 
 

Proceeds benefit St. Mark‘s Preschool 
 

Contact Kim Reed: kimreed@wowway.com or Cindy Flynn: 
notnowkato@gmail.com 


