
POSTMARK 
The Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Glen Ellyn  

Lent 2011: Reflect · Pray · Prepare 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper March 8 
 6:00 p.m. Burning of the Palms, front steps of the Church.  
 Pancake supper follows in Mahon Hall  

 

Ash Wednesday – Service of Ashes March 9 
 7:00 a.m. – Chapel 
 12:00 noon – Chapel 
 7:30 p.m. – Church sanctuary, with Adult Choir 
 

A Lenten Retreat Saturday, March 12 
 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Library 
 Resourced by Joe Kilokevich, Director of The Shem Center for 
 Interfaith Spirituality, in Oak Park. This retreat is for youth, (senior 
 high age) through adults. 
 

Labyrinth Sunday, March 13 
 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Mahon Hall 
 
Midweek services for Lent on page 9. and Holy Week schedule on page 11.  
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Important dates 

More information on these events 
at www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
 

March 
6 Evensong /supper 
8 Burning Palms/Pancakes 
9 Ash Wednesday  
11 Talent Night  
12 A Lenten Retreat 
13 Labyrinth 
16 Lenten Dinner /Program 
18 Money Enough seminar 
18-20 Women‘s Retreat  
23 Lenten Dinner /Program 
 

April 
3 Evensong / Supper  
6 Lenten Dinner/Program 
9 Women 2 Women Tea 
10 Bishop‘s visit & Confirmation 
13 Seder Meal/Instruction  
17 Palm Sunday 
21 Maundy Thursday Agape Feast  
22 Good Friday for Children 
 Good Friday Stations/Service  
23 Easter Vigil with Reception  
24 Easter Sunday Services  
 Easter Egg Hunt  
30 Cinco de Mayo Dinner 
 

May  
1  Communion Celebration  

UTO Box Collection 
Crop Walk 
Evensong /supper 

The Season of Lent  
 

Lent is the period of 40 days, excluding Sundays, 
which begins on Ash Wednesday and concludes 
with the Easter Triduum (Maundy Thursday through 
Easter Day). It is a time of personal examination, of 
recalling the Easter story and contemplating its 
meaning. This year‘s Lenten focus for St. Mark‘s 
will be on the baptismal covenant as it relates to 
the theme Reflect, Pray, Prepare. 
 

Lent is a time when we assume a more contemplative stance in worship, 
dropping the use of ―alleluia‖ in our responses and reducing the musical 
and visual elements of worship to create a more austere and solemn tone. 
By employing such practices, the return of the alleluias, festive music, and 
ornate décor in the sanctuary contributes to the joy of the resurrection 
celebration and the understanding of its transforming power.  
 
Further thoughts on Spiritual Discipline for Lent on page 6. 
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Reflect, Pray and Prepare 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 9th. At St. Mark‘s, we will offer 
services at 7 a.m., noon and 7:30 p.m. for imposition of ashes and a 
Eucharist. In our second annual joint effort with Faith Lutheran Church, we will 
also offer imposition of ashes at the Glen Ellyn Metra station during the 
morning rush hour and in front of Trader Joe‘s later in the day. 
 

What does Lent mean to you? As a child, did your family give up eating meat 
on Fridays and Wednesdays? Did you give up candy or desserts? When I 
was growing up, Lent was lightly observed in my family, but I did try to give up 
eating sweets. We didn‘t give up meat and continued our regular routine of 
going to church every Sunday. But Lent felt different. I would think about 
Jesus in the wilderness for forty days without food. What was giving up candy 
compared to that? It was the least I could do. Lent felt hard and it still does for 
me today. Now in 2011, I see Lent approaching with both apprehension and a 

cautious welcome, like anything that is difficult but important and good for you. 
There are a few essential things to know about Lent. The word ―Lent‖ has Germanic 
roots and means Spring. We find ―lent‖ in the word ―lengthening‖ – as in the 
lengthening of days, which is very noticeable for us during the months of February, 
March and April. In romance languages such as Spanish, the word for Lent relates to 
its period of time. ―Cuaresma ― is the word for Lent in Spanish and is related to the 
word for forty – ―cuarenta.‖ Lent indeed lasts for forty days, but if you look on the 
calendar and count from March 9 to April 23 (the eve of Easter), there are 46 days! 
But if you don‘t count Sundays, because all Sundays are feast days, you will come up 
with 40. So yes, Sundays don‘t count. That‘s good news if you are giving up candy. 
Enjoy a brownie or KitKat as a mini-feast and way of remembering that every Sunday 
is the feast of the Resurrection. 
 

Forty days is a long time. In Genesis, the great flood continued for forty days (Gen. 
7:17). Moses was on Mt. Sinai for forty days (Exodus 24:18) and the Israelites 
wandered in the wilderness for forty years (Numbers 14:33), and Jesus spent forty 
days in the wilderness (Matthew 4:2). Lent is long enough that it has the power to 
renew and change us, but it does not last forever. 
 

The season of Lent is often associated with the traditional disciplines of fasting, 
prayer, alms giving and study. Everyone is encouraged to participate in these acts of 
self-denial and self-examination. Just as important, the season of Lent is also a time 
for preparation – especially for those who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. For 
those of us who are already baptized, we are invited to prepare for Holy Week, the 
yearly remembrance of Jesus‘ Passion and Resurrection and the renewal of our 
baptismal vows. 
 

The theme at St. Mark‘s for this year‘s Lenten season is ―Reflect, Pray and Prepare.‖ 
I encourage you to participate as fully as possible in Sunday worship, our Wednesday 
Lenten series, a Saturday retreat on March 12, a seminar called ―Money Enough‖ on 
March 19, and the Holy Week services. You will also be invited take home and feed 
coins into a United Thank Offering box, bring a teddy bear for Bishop Anderson 
House, and bring food for the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry. With the stress and problems 
facing our world, we need Lent more than ever. It offers a time to reflect on your life, 
renew and put your priorities into alignment and prepare for the joy and victory of the 
Resurrection that is celebrated on Easter Sunday.  

Yours in Christ, George+ 

F
ro

m
 o

ur
 R

ec
to

r 9:15  
Adult Formation 

Mahon Hall 
  

The Adult Forum Commission 
is delighted to announce 
we have a new member joining 
the Adult Forum Commission this 
new year: Dr. Peter Vagt. You 
can catch up with Peter on his 
website, petervagt.com. 
Welcome, Peter! 

  

Just a reminder that the Adult 
Forum members are always 
happy to receive any 
suggestions from class members 
or the congregation, so please 
do be in touch! Present members 
of the Commission are Bruce 
Benson, Julie Carson, David 
Fletcher, Peter Vagt, & Lynn 
Wollstadt. Reeny Linstrom is our 
Vestry representative and our 
rectors are always nearby for 
guidance and suggestions. 

  

On March 6, 
George will 
visit adult 
forum in one 
of his rector's 
"open 
forums." Our 
Lenten series 

begins on March 13. If you recall, 
last Lent we reflected on the 
Seven Cardinal Vices, (no test 
on what you remember!) This 
Lent we will consider the Seven 
Cardinal Virtues and how they 
can anchor our lives of faith 
and action.  

Coffee is at 9 in Mahon 
Hall before class. We'd love 
to have YOU join us! 

 

Questions? Myrna Grant at 
myrna.grant@wheaton.edu 
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Saying Good-bye to Dale Byrnes, our Office Manager 
  

We thank Dale Byrnes, our Office Manager, for her service to St. Mark?s over these past 4 years. Dale and her husband, 
Steve, will be relocating to Virginia at the end of this month. Her last day at St. Mark?s is Friday, March 4 th. Dale has been a 
remarkable office manager, producing countless bulletins and newsletters with perfection, creating and managing efficient 
operating procedures for our church office and our team of volunteer receptionists, and handling the myriad of issues that 
pop up in the St. Mark?s office on a daily basis. We are deeply grateful for her service, we will miss her cheerful personality 
and frugal budgeting skills, and we wish her and Steve the best in their new location. Dellana Mote, a St. Mark?s 
parishioner, will be our interim office manager, effective immediately. We welcome her to our staff.  

God's Reign of Unity – a Lenten Retreat at St. Mark’s 
 

March 12, 2011, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
A light lunch will be served. Free will offering welcome. 
 
Reflect, Pray, Prepare; three words that challenge the people of St. Mark‘s this Lenten 
season call us into a retreat day to prayerfully consider the words of Jesus found in the 
ancient Aramaic texts of the Scriptures that recorded them. 
 
―Create your reign of unity now through our fiery hearts and willing hands.‖  
(Translation of, ―Thy kingdom come.‖ from the Aramaic text, Neil Douglas-Klotz, Prayers 
of the Cosmos) 
 
God‘s Kingdom requires our participation. Our fiery hearts and willing hands are needed. 
Familiar words of Jesus translated from texts written in the language he spoke enter our 
hearts in new ways and offer us much to reflect upon. The Aramaic pronunciations of 
these sacred words and their translations will be taught and brought to guided meditation 
and prayer in this retreat day. Silence, and the ―Prayer of Gazing with Holy Icons‖ 
common in the Byzantine and Orthodox Christian traditions, as well as other spiritual 
practices will also be a part of this retreat experience. All is to prepare us for the sacred 
task of entering God‘s Kingdom. 
 
The retreat will be guided by Brother Joseph Kilikevice, OP, a friar of the Dominican Order, Director of The Shem Center for 
Interfaith Spirituality, Oak Park. Illinois, founded in 1993 during the Parliament of the World‘s Religions. He has offered 
interfaith retreats throughout the country for over 20 years. Approaching the world's religions and spiritual paths 
experientially - - forms of prayer, meditation and ritual are presented as a way into the wisdom found in these traditions. 
 
Of particular interest to people of all faith traditions and spiritual paths have been the words of Jesus translated from texts 
previously available only to scholars of the Aramaic language he spoke. 
 
A reservation is requested for this retreat. Please e-mail or call the front office (frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org / 630-858-
1020) or George Smith (rector@stmarksglenellyn.org / 630-858-1020, ext 222). 
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PADS Update 
 

 We are looking for additional suppliers of paper products 
for PADS on Sunday nights: sturdy dinner plates, small 
dessert plates, salad bowls, napkins, 10 oz. hot/cold cups, 
plasticware, colored dots and name tags. You‘ll be part of 
a call list that donates 1 or 2 of the items when needed 
every other month. If you are interested in helping, please 
email Randy Briasco at rbriasco@wowway.com or call 
630-790-1885. Also looking for a supply coordinator. 

CROP Hunger  
Walk 

 

Now is the time to start making 
your plans to participate in the 

annual Glen Ellyn / Wheaton Area CROP Hunger Walk 
on the afternoon of Sunday, May 1 at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Glen Ellyn. CROP Hunger Walk benefits the 
work of Church World Service, a cooperative ministry of 
36 Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican denominations, 
providing sustainable self-help and development, disaster 
relief, and refugee assistance in some 80 countries. In 
addition, 25% of the money raised in our local walk 
supports four local organizations, including two of our core 
outreach organizations – People‘s Resource Center and 
the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry. Last year, 12 St. Mark‘s 
parishioners walked and many members contributed. We‘ll 
have two routes and both end with ice cream. Join us this 
year! 
This year, I have taken on the role of co-coordinator for 
the overall Glen Ellyn/Wheaton walk, and I could use 
some help in organizing St. Mark‘s participation – 
publicizing the walk and recruiting St. Mark‘s walkers and 
sponsors. This would be a great service activity for high 
school students, but adults are welcome. For more 
information on our local CROP Walk, or if you‘d like to 
help organize our participation, please contact Paul Flynn 

Souper-Dooper! 
 
 

Winner of the 
Souper Bowl 
MMXI was the 
Confirmation 
Rite XIII Team! 

Save the Date for St. Mark's Annual Cinco de Mayo Dinner 
Saturday, April 30 

Mexico Mission Trip 2011  
¡Atención!  

Sunday, March 13 is the deadline for committing to this 
year's Mexico Mission Trip. We will meet in Room 203 
across from Mahon Hall following the late service. Please 
bring your check for $100 made out to St. Mark's with 
"Mexico Trip" in the notation and your signed covenant. 
The trip is for 9th graders on up (not just a youth trip). 
Are you possibly interested or would you like to help? 
Find out more about the trip and what is involved by 
contacting Kim Reed at kimreed@wowway.com or 630
-545-0662. 

Diocesan convention in Southeast Mexico 
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Calling all 
Visual Artists 

 

Here‘s an opportunity to share your masterpieces for the 
congregation to admire. St. Mark‘s Talent Night is coming 
on Friday, March 11, and this year it includes an art 
gallery! The gallery will be open for viewing before, during 
and after the talent performances.  
 

All artists from fourth grade and up are welcome to exhibit 
up to two pieces. Drawings, paintings, photographs, and 
sculptures are welcome. Artwork must be unframed 
(matted is great, but not necessary). Charcoal and pastel 
pieces must be sprayed with fixative before submission. 
Registration fee is $5 per piece, so if you enter two, it‘s 
$10.  
 

To submit artwork, bring it to church on Sunday, March 6 
and put it in the portfolio marked ―Talent Night Art‖ at the 
entrance to Mahon Hall. Or bring it to the church office 
between Monday, March 7, and Thursday morning, March 
10.  
 

After the event, pick up work on Sunday, March 13 in 
Mahon Hall before or after church. Questions? Contact 
Cecilia Smith at ceciliasmith@hotmail.com. 

Your chance 
to shine!  

TALENT 
NIGHT 

 

Friday March 11  
7:00 p.m. Mahon Hall 

$10 admission 
 

 

MUSIC COMEDY DANCE 
ART GALLERY RAFFLE FOOD 

 

5 minute acts; fourth graders to adults  
$10 registration per act 

 

Proceeds benefit St. Mark‘s Preschool 
 

Contact Kim Reed: kimreed@wowway.com or Cindy 
Flynn: notnowkato@gmail.com 

 

Registration forms in the narthex and on the St. 
Mark's website, www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
  

Don't miss this fun night! Come see what your pew-
mates can do!  

The church office is seeking volunteer help to assist members and visitors at the reception desk. A typical shift is 9 a.m. 
to noon, one day every other week. Interested persons should contact Dale Byrnes at 630-858-1020 x221 or 
frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org.  

PDO Registration for 2011-12!  
 

Parents Day Out (―PDO‖) is a ministry of St. Mark‘s that provides day care for children in 
our community. Our program offers care five days a week from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Children are eligible to register for one or two days of our program. Children between 
the ages of 2 and 4 may register for Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and/or Friday. Our 
4+ PDO program accepts registrations for Thursdays. All days also offer a substitute list.  
 

Registration is $50 for one child and $75 for two or more children. Tuition is $25 per day 
for one child, $45 per day for two children, and $60 per day for three children. Financial 
assistance may also be available through this ministry upon application to the PDO 
Director and Board.  
 

The 2011-12 program‘s first week will begin in September after Labor Day. Program applications are available in Lehman 
Parlor and may be returned to the church office. Registration will begin for parishioners on April 5th. Returning families may 
submit registrations beginning on April 12th. New families may register beginning on April 19th. Questions: PDO Director 
Kathy O’Rourke at 630/790-1229. 



Page 6 

March 2011 

After Hours for Moms 
Evening Fellowship for Mothers 

  

Whether you work full-time, part-time, or in the home, please plan to 
take a ―night off‖ and join us at After Hours to connect with other 
moms. We get together almost every month, on a Wednesday evening 
in the parish library, to hear a speaker, have a discussion, and enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship. Our topics are geared toward mothers in 
the childrearing years, but all women are welcome. 
 

Our next gathering will be Wednesday, March 2nd from 7:00 to 9:00 
pm in the parish library for Easing the Meal-Time Madness with Janet 
Spiech. Take the craziness out of meal-time… making the meal-time 
family time: a place of warmth and comfort. Local author Janet Spiech 
shares suggestions and ideas from her book, A Little Book to Ease the 
Meal-Time Madness, on ways to make family meal-time enjoyable, 
relaxing, and more meaningful. You, and your family, will learn to feel 
refreshed, relaxed and renewed during the dinner hour. Additionally 
she‘ll share how moms can get organized by using her budgeting guide, 
grocery needs notepad and menu planner. Please RSVP by Evite, or if 
you have not received an invitation, contact Caroline McAlpine at 
c_mcalpin@hotmail.com to be added to our distribution list. A 
suggested donation of $5.00 is requested. 

Women’s Ministry News 
If you are currently not receiving email notices on NOVA or After Hours for Moms, please contact Caroline McAlpine at 
c_mcalpin@hotmail.com. We send Evites out 2 weeks before the programs. For more information about After Hours 
please visit the informational bulletin board near the nursery for a full description of this year‘s programs and speakers. 
There is no charge for these programs, although a suggested donation of $5 is welcomed per program. We hope you can 
enjoy a special night out for yourself! We look forward to seeing you! 

Gentle Yoga  
with Reeny 

 

Open to all parishioners 

regardless of experience or 

fitness level. 
  

Join Reeny Linstrom for gentle yoga 
and stretching for beginners and up. 
Every Thursday through March 24th 
we meet from 9:15 to 10:30 am in 
Mahon Hall. Childcare is provided so 
set some time aside for yourself! 
 

For More Information: If you are 
currently not receiving email notices 
on these programs and outings, 
please contact Elizabeth Lanzillo at 
eschnell@wowway.com. We 
understand that life with little ones can 
be unpredictable, so you are welcome 
to come late, leave early, keep your 
child on your lap, or just drop in 
whenever you can!  

Lenten Spiritual Practices 
 

Self–Examination is time set aside to examine and evaluate your life as a Christian. Inner change is only possible when we 
take time to examine our lives and our Priorities and then weigh them in relation to our baptismal covenant. 
  

Prayer enables us to learn more about God and ourselves. Setting aside time daily to pray helps to keep us focused on 
what matters most in our lives. Use the St. Mark‘s Lenten Calendar to guide your daily prayer life, or turn to the Book of 
Common Prayer. 
  

Study and Personal Retreat helps us to better understand the Bible and our faith, and enables us to link that 
understanding to our daily life to better live God‘s word. Taking time for personal retreat allows us to shift our focus from 
daily concerns to larger thoughts: our lives, our priorities and our relationships 
  

Fasting during Lent allows us to recall the time Christ suffered and died to redeem humanity. It can be a way of cleansing 
both body and mind, as it imposes self-discipline and it encourages meditation and reflection. A few fasting ideas: do away 
with snacks; eliminate wasteful habits; give up one big meal a week and donate the money saved to the United Thank 
Offering blue box collection. 

mailto:c_mcalpin@hotmail.com
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Book Review 
 
THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD, by J. Todd Billings. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2010. 253 pages. $18.00. 
 

The apparent simplicity of the title of this book may vanish once one begins to read (and try to understand) its arguments and 
main content. The author (professor of Reformed Theology at Western Theological Seminary, Holland, MI) conducts an exercise 
in Trinitarian theology, insisting that the reader plumb (study and digest)the depths of Scripture —not from the standpoint of aca-
demics or a previously inherited system of doctrine/theology, but from an orientation to a gracious God who has revealed himself 
through Jesus Christ by the power of the (Holy) Spirit. Again and again the reader is pointed in this direction, and made aware 
that this book ―makes claims about God, and it enters directly into the practice of scriptural interpretation‖ (p. xiii).  
 

Chapter 1 stresses ―the rule of faith‖ which emerges from Scripture(and is drawn from early church history), in the light of which 
―Christian scriptural interpretation takes place on the path of Jesus Christ, empowered by the Spirit to transform God‘s people 
into Christ‘s image, anticipating a transformative vision of the triune God‖ (p. xiv). Chapter 2 puts forth the principle that the gen-
eral framework for interpreting the Bible as Scripture should have an ―unmistakably theological character,‖ namely that the first 
and last anchor points should proceed from a Trinitarian hermeneutic of God‘s redeeming work through Scripture. Chapter 3 
probes the three areas of revelation, inspiration and canon, and Billings adds that the reader is faced with two dilemmas: (1) that 
revelation is based on inherent, universal capacities OR in the particularity of God‘s action with Israel and in Jesus Christ; (2) we 
either operate with a Deistic hermeneutic of Scripture, OR a Trinitarian hermeneutic of Scripture as an instrument of revelation. In 
chapter 4 Billings proceeds to examine the idea that all our interpretation is based, or affected by, the cultural context and social 
location of the interpreter. 
 

Yet he insists that we need to recognize also the work of the Spirit in indigenizing, and transforming the word through Scripture. 
Also, that unity is brought to the church (in various cultures) as the Spirit makes full the person of Jesus Christ in these cultures. 
The theme of premodern exegesis is taken up in chapter 5, attempting to show the value, yes the necessity, of modern readers 
studying the writings of the early and medieval scholars and fathers. Their interpretation of Scripture was basically Christological, 
seeing in the Old Testament writings testimony to the One who would appear in the fullness of time. Finally, in chapter 6, con-
crete reading practices are examined, once more emphasizing that these should participate in the triune drama of salvation. 
These practices, properly carried out, can assist in spiritual discipline, Christian worship, and the view of Scripture‘s place as the 
divine instrument for God‘s mission in the world. 
 

A further feature is Billing‘s inclusion of a ―Further Reading‖ list at the conclusion of each chapter, containing from 4 to 6 book/
journal titles in each. As they are annotated the reader will be informed as to the nature or value of each tome, and be pointed 
toward additional insight into the subject at hand. 
 

Probably the two most emphasized and repeated points are: (1) the contrast between a Deistic type of hermeneutic (where the 
reader finds ideas or points in Scripture that may be taken and applied to solving problems in one‘s own life) and a Trinitarian 
type of hermeneutic (where Scripture is God‘s word revealed in Jesus Christ and made spiritually alive by the work of the Holy 
Spirit); (2) the importance of reading the writings of the church fathers (―premodernists‖), who gave many insights into the kind of 
interpretation that centered (both OT and NT) texts on Jesus Christ, the Word of God to all ages. Scripture is to be read not (only) 
historically or critically or ‖willy-nilly,‖ but as a revelation centered 
 

In the life of Israel and the person of Jesus Christ (who fulfilled the promises given to the fathers). 
  

Rev. Dr. Walter M. Dunnett, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

In Lent, all hearts long for tradition and peace. At Easter we want to be part of the joy of the 
Resurrection. What experiences at St. Mark‘s connect you with those feelings? Share them! Who is 
sitting beside you in school or living down the street or working in the next cubicle? Give them a Lenten 
devotional guide or pass along our web address. You do not need to evangelize—just invite! All Philip 
said to Nathaael was, ―Come and see.‖ Those might be the words they have longed to hear! 
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High School 
Students Serving 

 
 

High School Youth will be providing and serving the 
dinner following the Sunday, March 6th Evensong. 
Setup begins at 5pm, Evensong is at 6pm, with dinner 
following. 

Confirmation – IMPORTANT!  
 

 In last month‘s Postmark, we reported that St. Mark‘s 8th 
grade youth who are planning to be confirmed this spring 
would not be participating in the deanery-wide 
Confirmation in May, but would be confirmed as part of 
Bishop Lee‘s regular Episcopal visit. Please note that 
Bishop Lee‘s visitation date is changing, due to his travel 
schedule. The new visitation date is Sunday, May 15th. 
Confirmations will be taking place at the 10:30 
service, with a special coffee hour to follow. 
Confirmand Sunday – where the youth fill all of the 
ministry roles at each service – will be moved to May 
22nd. If the May 15th confirmation date will not work for 
your family, please contact the Rev. Elizabeth Molitors to 
see about alternative arrangements. 

Children and Youth Update 
 

Questions? Contact Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
Questions? Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Middle School Events 
The Blythe and Basement Boys groups welcome any 
youth in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade to join in the fun two 
Wednesday evenings each month. Feel free to invite 
your non-St. Mark‘s friends to join you. The next few 
meetings are: 
 

March 2nd – Blythe and Basement Boys will be going to 
Feed My Starving Children in Aurora. Special time – 
5:30-9pm (includes travel to/from FMSC). Adults/
parents, please contact the Rev. Elizabeth Molitors if you 
can drive and/or chaperone. 
 

March 16th – Basement Boys and Blythe meet in their 
separate groups, 7-8:30pm 
 

April 13th – Blythe and Basement Boys will be 
participating in the church-wide seder, which begins at 
6:5 pm. 

Many thanks to… 
 

The 10 senior high youth who participated in the Eboo 
Patel dinner and lecture about interfaith relations 
at Wheaton College, co-sponsored by St. Mark‘s, on 
January 19th.  

 

Lydia Smith for all of her efforts in arranging the first-ever 
St. Mark‘s senior high coffee house on January 21st. 
Thanks also go to Lydia for her faithful service as the 
Vestry Youth Representative this past year. Her 
thoughtful voice and attentive listening were very 

much appreciated. 
 

Joseph Lanzillo for agreeing to serve 
as the Vestry Youth Representative 
for 2011-2012. 
 

The team of youths (Theo and Ian 
Grant-Funck, Connor Gross and 
Emily Sexauer) and their adult leader 
(Danna Gross) who helped with setup 
and serving dinner at PADS on 
January 30th. 

Paintball: 
SAVE the DATE 
 

 Saturday, April 16th for Paintball at 
Promised Land Paintball Park in 
Wilmot, Wisconsin. This is an all-day 
event (8am-6pm) open to youth in grades 6-12, and 
any interested adults! The cost is $55/person, which 
includes equipment (protective gear, paintballs, etc.) and 
lunch. 
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CHICAGO DIOCESE SUMMER CAMP  
 

Looking for quality day camp options for your children or youth? The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago is offering 4 choices for 
summer camp: 
Session I  June 26th – July 1st ―Mixed Age Camp‖ for 3rd through 7th graders 
Session I June 26th – 28th ―Introduction to Camp‖ for 2nd and 3rd graders 
Session II July 3rd – 8th ―Middler Camp‖ for 3rd – 7th graders 
Session III July 10th – 15th ―Jr. High and High School Camp‖ for 7th – 10th graders  
 
Accommodations are at the YMCA Camp Algonquin. Camp brochures are available on the table in the narthex. Additional 
information and registration forms can be found at www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-camp . The fees for full week 
camps are $500, if paid by Feb. 15; $550 thereafter until May 15th. The fees for the Introduction to Camp will be $250, if paid 
by Feb. 15; $300 until May 15th.  

Vacation Bible 
School  

Save the Date! 
 

VBS is August 1st – 5th, 9:30 – Noon. Pre-registration will 
be offered this spring. Interested in helping to coordinate 
VBS?  

Mid-Week Programs in Lent  
 

Every Wednesday, Rite II Eucharist at 12 noon.  
 

Wed, Mar 16 ―Traces of the Trade‖ 6:15 –7:45 p.m.  
Soup and salad supper followed by a movie and 
discussion 
 

Wed, Mar 23  6:15 –7:45 p.m.  
Soup supper, followed by a program of music prepared 
by Gerald Carey 
 

Wed, Apr 6 ―Traces of the Trade‖  6:15 –7:45 p.m.  
Soup supper followed by a movie and discussion 
 

Wed, Apr 13– Seder Meal  6:15 –7:45 p.m.  
Instructed Seder meal in Mahon Hall. 
 

Fri, Apr 15 Stations of the Cross  7:00 p.m. 

Hymn Choir March 27 
 

Do you like to sing, but can‘t make the Thursday evening 
rehearsal commitment? Did you enjoy singing in high 
school, but never tried a church choir? Do you long for just 
a little more music during the 9:15 worship service? Well, 
we have the perfect opportunity for you! 
We will rehearse at 8:30 a.m. March 27 
and sing for the service. In addition to 
congregational hymns, we will learn a 
simple offertory anthem.  

From under the snow— 
summer will come!  

 

Junior Mission Camp is a week of local service projects 
(and fun and friendship) for those youth who will be 
entering 6/7/8th grade in the Fall of 2011. Please mark your 
calendars for July 11-15. More details – and registration 
materials – coming soon. 
 

The Leaders in Training Program, sponsored by the 
Diocese of Chicago, is for youth who will be entering their 
junior or senior year of high school in Fall 2011. The LIT 
Program ―exists to foster leadership skills in young adults‖ 
and trains youth to become Christian summer camp 
leaders. For further information, see the diocesan website 
at http://www.episcopalchicago.org/ ministries/summer-
camp/summer-camp-lit.cfm. 
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Vestry Meeting Minutes can be 
found by clicking the link St. Mark’s 
A to Z and then Vestry Meeting 
Minutes on our website 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org or can be 
mailed to you simply by requesting a 
copy from our vestry clerk, Dan 
Conaway. (630-469-7826 / 

vestryclerk@stmarksglenellyn.org) 

From the Associate Rector:  
On Civility 

 

The past several weeks, one of my favorite Public Radio 
programs – Krista Tippett‘s On Being (formerly known as 
Speaking of Faith) – has focused on the theme of ‗Civility.‘ 
She posed this question as a way to frame the topic: ―How 
do we find new ways to speak and listen to each other, to 
live forward together, even as we hold passionate 
disagreements?‖ 
 
Krista Tippett‘s series was on my mind as I prepared for a 
recent adult formation session, the Associate Rector‘s 
Forum, wherein I was invited to share whatever had lately 
been occupying my thoughts. The group that gathered on 
that Sunday morning heard me talk about the Jewish 
teachings that judge hurtful, uncivil words to be as 
damaging (if not more so) and as serious a transgression 
as physical assault and bloodshed.  
 
I shared with the group a story from the January/February 
2011 issue of The Atlantic which profiled Nikki Haley, the 
newly elected governor of South Carolina, and the vitriolic 
racism, misogyny and religious intolerance (Haley is an 
Indian American whose family of origin is Sikh) that she 
has suffered throughout her life, and continues to endure, 
even (maybe especially) from members of her own 
political party.  
 
And we talked, too, about Eboo Patel‘s visit to Wheaton 
College the week prior, co-sponsored by St. Mark‘s. Ten 
of our high school youth, along with about a half-dozen 
adults, attended a private dinner with Mr. Patel, followed 
by a public lecture. Eboo Patel is a Glen Ellyn native, a 
Muslim, and the founder and executive director of the 
Interfaith Youth Core, an organization committed to 
advancing interfaith relations by having young people work 
together on projects combating social injustice. Mr. Patel 
was joined in these conversations by his boyhood friend, 
Skye Jethani, who grew up in an interfaith family 
(Evangelical mother, Hindu father) and who is now an 
ordained Evangelical pastor, speaker and writer. As Eboo 
and Skye made their presentations that evening, and 
bantered back and forth with their many and lively points 
of agreement and disagreement about faith and justice, 
they embodied an answer to Krista Tippett‘s question 
about how to find ways to speak and listen to each other, 
and to live forward together. The civility of their 
relationship and exchange stood in marked contrast to the 
verbal violence reported in The Atlantic article. 

What is it that stands in the way of civility? Or, said in a 
more positive vein, what is it that moves us away from 
tearing down those around us who are different, and 
instead prompts us to find common ground and purpose? 
 
At home that afternoon, I talked with a clergy friend of 
mine, and told her about the discussion and musings of 
our Sunday morning forum group. She directed me to an 
op-ed piece – titled Tree of Failure - in the New York 
Times from a couple weeks before, written by David 
Brooks. In writing about this idea of civility, Brooks 
describes it as ―a tree with deep roots…[whose roots are] 
failure, sin, weakness and ignorance.‖ He makes an 
argument that civility flows from humility, from a sense of 
our own limitations and that we may not have the  
entire corner on Truth. He says, ―Civility is the natural 
state for people who know how limited their own individual 
powers are and know, too, that they need the conversation 
[of others]. They are useless without the conversation.‖ 
Brooks ends his column with a passage from the 
theologian Reinhold Niebuhr (which, quite coincidentally, 
is the same way I ended the Sunday forum): 
 

Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our 
lifetime, 
therefore, we must be saved by hope. 
Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes 
complete sense 
in any immediate context of history; 
therefore, we must be saved by faith. 
Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be 
accomplished alone; 
therefore we are saved by love. 
 

May we speak – may we listen – to one another with 
humble hearts and open minds, and seek our way forward 
together. 
   Elizabeth 
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Updated 1/11 cef 

News from St. Mark’s Preschool 
Our preschoolers have been hard at work and play exploring the world of architecture. The kids have been 
busy building a bear cave, making a road to Egypt, drawing blueprints, constructing buildings from their 
very own blue prints and bulldozer painting! 
 

We are always in need of supplies to keep up with our child directed learning approach. This month we 
are looking for: glass containers of all shapes and sizes, seeds, a bag of potting soil, paint color sample 

cards and paper of all textures. You may place donated items in the basket in the narthex or the Wishing Well outside the 
preschool. 
 

Offering one mixed age three and four year old class Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursdays 9:15 to 11:30 am. Optional 11:30 to 
1:00 pm Midday Exploration Program. If you have any questions about the preschool, please contact Cindy Flynn, Chair, 
St. Mark’s Preschool Board, notnowkato@gmail.com. 
 

We built a cave for bears to sleep all winter! 
 

 

Holy Week  
 

April 17  Palm Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Rite I Eucharist 
9:15 a.m. Rite II Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. Procession of the Palms and Rite II 
Eucharist Procession with donkey begins in the lower 
parking lot, weather permitting. ALSO: Teddy Bear 
Sunday collection for Bishop Anderson House 
 

April 18 Monday in Holy Week  12:00 noon 
Rite II Eucharist, Chapel 
 

April 19 Tuesday in Holy Week 12:00 noon 
Rite II Eucharist, Chapel 
 

April 20 Wednesday in Holy Week 12:00 noon 
Rite II Eucharist, Chapel 

April 21 Holy Thursday 
6:15 p.m. Agape meal, followed by Rite II Eucharist 
9:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m. Watch in the Chapel  
 

April 22 Good Friday 
12 noon Service for children, led by Pastor Robin 
7:30 p.m. Reading of the Passion narrative followed by 
Eucharist from reserve sacrament. 
 

April 23 Easter Vigil   7:30 p.m. 
The Great Vigil of Easter, with reception to 
follow.  
 

April 24 Easter Day 
9:00 a.m. Rite II Eucharist. 
11:15 a.m. Rite II Eucharist with brass and 
adult choir. 
Egg hunt for children follows both services 
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  Money Enough: Living Faithfully in the Global Economy 
 

Workshop Date: Saturday, March 19, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
Location: St. Mark‘s Episcopal Church 
Fee: $45 includes a light breakfast and box lunch. Scholarships are available. Please contact seabury@seabury.edu. 
Registration: To register online, go to www.seabury.edu and click on ―events‖ or contact 
Susan Quigley at susan.quigley@seabury.edu or 847-328-9300, ext. 45. 
 

As people of faith, what is worthy of our worldly pursuit? What role should financial success play in our own well-being—and 
in what we do for others? This workshop presents a perspective on human well-being that focuses on developing our 
various capabilities, not for our own good alone, but also to expand our circle of concern. 
 

In presentations and interactive discussions on vocation, labor and recreation, stewardship, and practicing justice, this 
workshop will equip leaders of and participants in civic, corporate, and religious organizations to place their economic 
decisions within a framework of faith and well being. This program is presented in partnership with St. Mark‘s Episcopal 
Church, and will be led by Douglas Hicks. 


