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Important Dates 

 

More information on any of these events 
can be found in this issue or at 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
   

September 
4 No education hour, directory photos 
5 Office closed 
7 Chorister choir, Treble choirs resume 
8 Preschool Meet the Teacher Day 
9-11 Adult choir retreat  
10  Brunch for Sr High Parents  
11 Kick off Sunday 

SS begins, directory photos,  
teacher commissioning, PADS 

12 PDO opens 
13 Preschool begins 
14 Blythe, Basement Boys resume 
15  NOVA resumes, Adult choir  
 practice resumes 
16 Confirmation Dessert Meeting 
17  Clean up day 
18 Ministry Fair 
20 Vestry meeting 
21 W2W salad supper 
22 NOVA resumes 
23 Confirmation Mini retreat 
25 Newcomer Brunch, Acolyte training  
26-29 Resale set up  
30  Resale Preview Event 
 
October 
1 Preschool Resale 
8 Pumpkin unloading 
15 Pumpkin Fest 

POSTMARK 
Kick-Off Sunday September 11 
 

Immediately after the 10:30 service, help kick off the new year! The 
Hot Dog Man will be present as well as a moon walk, balloons, face 
painting and fabulous food! Contact Joanie Somerville at 630-868-
3731 or jlsomerville@comcast.net. 
 

Don’t forget our worship and education schedule! 
  8:00 a.m. Contemplative Worship 
  9:00 a.m. Adult Formation /Adult Choir 
  9:15 a.m. Worship 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Formation 
10:30 a.m. Worship  

September 18 11:30 am in Mahon Hall 
Ministry Fair & Ice-Cream Sundae Social  

Blood Drive Campaign to 
Commemorate September 11, 2011 

Inter-denominational Prayer Service 
 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community (AMC) has launched a nation-wide 
campaign called Muslims for Life in honor of the victims of 9/11. Under 
this campaign AMC will hold blood drives across the U.S. in all our 
mosques and prayer centers, as well as in collaboration with 
community organizations at their locations. Our goal is to collect 
10,000 units of blood on or around September 11, 2011. 
 

MASJID AL BAET-UL-JAAMAY 
2S 510 Rte 53 Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2011 from 12:00-5:00PM 
PRAYER SERVICE from 2-5pm 

 

If you are unable to attend the blood drive that day, feel free to visit 
your local LifeSource blood bank and use the source code ―AM25‖.  
 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community extends an invitation to Americans 
of all backgrounds to join us, as we demonstrate the true spirit of 
inclusion and collaboration with which this great country was founded.  

mailto:jlsomerville@comcast.net
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Some Very Good News 
 
As a brand new program year gets underway at St. Mark‘s, I am pleased to share with you some of the 
wonderful signs of health and vitality at our church.  These include: 
 

1.  Growing attendance at Sunday worship.  Our average Sunday attendance has increased over the past 
year with the introduction of a third service at 9:15 a.m.  This fall, we will continue to offer three Sunday 
morning worship times: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

2. We also are experiencing growth in Sunday School participation.  Jill Bednas, our Director for 
Children‘s Ministries, reports that we are expecting the largest Sunday School enrollment in many 
years.  We have over 40 preschool-age children, and although not all will be in church every Sunday, 
we are experiencing a mini ―baby boom‖ at St. Mark‘s. 

3. Donnie Boyce, a Senior at Wheaton College, will join our high school leadership team and will be 
present most Sunday mornings during the Sunday school hour.  His enthusiasm and consistent 
presence will help strengthen our ministry to our high-school-age members. 

4. Adult formation classes will be offered at 9:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  The theme for the fall season will 
be ―Jesus in the Gospels – Telling the Truth but Telling it Slant.‖  Both hour-long classes will be 
identical – extending the reach of this rich offering to more of our membership. 

5. The St. Mark‘s Preschool is nearing full enrollment for both morning and afternoon sessions, a total of 
30 children.  Last September, the Preschool began its first year with one morning session and nine 
children enrolled.  Inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach to early-childhood education, the 
Preschool‘s reputation for quality and success is spreading quickly. 

6. This year‘s focus outreach partner is the Glen Ellyn Walk-in Ministry.  You will get to know more about 
the Walk-in Ministry in the coming months, the reason it exists and learn about ways to support its 
important mission. 

7. Pumpkin Fest will be held on Saturday, October 15, a fundraiser for St. Mark‘s outreach that welcomes 
the entire Glen Ellyn community.  Featuring games, a haunted house, food and a variety of musical 
bands, Pumpkin Fest will build on our already successful Pumpkin Patch and be an occasion for even 
more fun and fundraising for a good cause. 

8. We have seven brand new Pella windows in the undercroft and adjacent rooms, thanks to a generous 
gift by our Parent‘s Day Out program.  Windows that not only open and close (!) but are energy 
efficient will benefit all of our programs with beautiful aesthetics and comfortable outdoor air as 
needed. 

9. Plans for a Spanish-language service at St. Mark‘s continue to develop.  With funding from several 
sources falling into place, we may be able to launch this service this fall.  With this service, St. Mark‘s 
will offer the only liturgical, sacramental worship in Spanish in the Glen Ellyn area. 

10. Plans for the Giving Campaign for 2012 are being developed under the capable leadership of Ellie 
Dunham and Greg Olsen.  This year‘s effort will be based on personal visits and 100 volunteers will be 
trained to visit two other households.  In total, 300 households will be involved in volunteering or 
receiving a face-to-face visit. 

11. A new parish photo directory is being created.  Sign up for your photo today! 

 

I hope you will enjoy and share this good news!   

Yours in Christ,  

   George+ 
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Men’s Group meets 8 to 9a.m. in St. Mark’s 
Library on Saturdays, September 10 and 24. 
Contact the Rev. George Smith at 
georgedsmith@yahoo.com for information. 

From the Associate Rector:  
Of Water and Worship 

 

The other morning, I turned on the water for my shower and 
then got distracted by recalling something that I needed to add 
to my to-do list. It was a good 30 seconds before I realized that 
I'd left the hot water running all that time. I'm pretty sure that 
this oversight wouldn't have happened just a month before. In 
the days and weeks after we returned from our travels to 
Nigromante in Southeast Mexico, I was hyper-vigilant about 
water usage. Still fresh in my mind were the memories of 
brushing my teeth with just a drizzle of bottled water, or 
"bathing" with small bowlfuls of water dipped from the cistern in 
the family home where I stayed, being very careful not to get 
any soap into the household water supply - water used for 
cooking, clothes and dishwashing, and the baths of the six 
people in the house - and which wouldn't be replenished until 
the next rainfall. As deep an impression as the trip to Mexico 
made on me, how quickly did I forget its lessons, in the face of 
the abundant supply of water here in Chicago, which I draw on 
mindlessly. "This," I thought, "is one of the reasons why we go 
back to Mexico year after year" - in the hope that some of 
those things that so impressed and startled us with their 
newness would become habits that really change us. 
 

So, too, with worship. When I take the time to think about it, our 
weekly Eucharist service is an amazing thing: hundreds of 
people who might never cross paths otherwise come together 
to listen to stories about how God has acted and is acting in 
the world, we are reminded that we are beloved daughters and 
sons of God regardless of who we are or what we've done, and 
then we all share a meal together. Everyone is welcome, there 
is nothing that is required for admittance, no one checks your 
i.d. at the door. Where else in the world do those kinds of 
things happen? And yet, like with the water that automatically 
flows out of my faucet when I turn the handle, I often take the 
wonder of worship for granted.  
 

Ian Markham, a theologian who writes about the meaning of 
liturgy, says that "When we worship, we connect with that 
which enables us to be. The Creator sustains everything. We 
cannot exist without God enabling us to exist. When we 
worship, we acknowledge that reality and, as a result, we see 
everything differently." [from Liturgical Life Principles, p. 34]. As 
we begin our new program year at St. Mark's, may our eyes be 
open to seeing the gifts around us - water and worship - in a 
different way. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
                         Elizabeth+ 

  
Don’t Miss  

St. Mark’s Third Annual 
Children’s Clothing, Toy, 

Book, and Sporting 
Goods Sale! 

 

Saturday, October 1 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
Mahon Hall 

(free entry and open to the public) 
 

Or better yet, come to our 
Resale Preview Party 

Friday, September 30 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
$10 admission for Party 

Be the first to shop the sale with friends and 
enjoy hors d'oeuvres while you bargain hunt! 

 

All proceeds benefit the St. Mark's Preschool. 
Thanks for your support! 

A call for Gently Used items  
for the Preschool Resale! 

Donations accepted September 25-30 
(Monday to Friday).We accept all toys, 
clothing, books and sporting good. Please 
leave the items in the Rainbow Room, off the 
lower parking lot. Tax donation receipts will be 
available. For more information, please contact  
Penny Taback, pennytaback@hotmail.com, 
Kim Reed kimreed@wowway.com, or Cindy 
Flynn at  notnowkato@gmail.com. 
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YOU are invited to the Tuesday Bible Study at 9 a.m. in 
the Library to study 1st Corinthians. Contact George 
Smith at rector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

A Note from Kathleen Leid…. 
 

Earlier in the summer I was telling a dear, wise friend from 
St. Mark‘s that I was moving to La Crosse, WI for a year. I 
was describing how, at that moment, it felt like an 
impossible, too-hard thing to do. Virginia (Vagt) said, ―Well, 
think of it as a short-term mission project.‖  Click. I know 
how to ―do‖ short-term missions and so, encouraged and 
with a plan, I began anticipating my move. 
     I am going to La Crosse to work and study at 
Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center. I will be in CPE 
(Clinical Pastoral Education) classes three mornings a 
week and ―practicing‖ being a chaplain the rest of the time. 
My contract begins August 22 and continues until August 
31, 2012.  
     You may be wondering why I am undertaking this 
training. I occasionally wonder myself. I would be perfectly 
content to finish my vocational life working part-time in the 
Glen Ellyn Public Library and involved at St. Mark‘s. I have, 
however, for several years felt God calling me to something 
else, and part of this something else has involved exploring 
becoming a chaplain. In January I began a five-month CPE 
training at Advocate Good Samaritan Hospital in Downers 
Grove. About halfway through that program, Easter 
weekend to be exact, I realized that this is what I am being 
called to.   Chaplaincy, and La Crosse specifically, is my 
short-term mission. At every step of the way God has 
opened doors and made a way when I was certain I would 
be forced to wait another year. I feel I have lived that 
wonderful eleventh chapter in Hebrews where the writer 
recounts ―by faith Abraham. . .by faith Moses.‖  In verse 32 
the writer says  ―And what more should I say? For time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained 
promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight.‖   
     I don‘t expect to be conquering kingdoms or shutting the 
mouths of lions, but I do hope to be God‘s tangible 
presence in the midst of life changes and difficult moments. 
I hope to be the one who walks into the room when others 
walk out, who provides a silent presence or words of 
prayer. During one of the most difficult times I experienced 
at Good Samaritan, it was the words of the liturgy that 
allowed me to keep going and provide ministry and comfort. 
I am certain the liturgy will continue to provide comfort, 
direction, and a sense of God‘s holding me.  
     You will all continue to be in my prayers. I am grateful 
beyond telling for my many years here and plan to be back 
with lots of stories to tell and miracles to recount. 

On the Liturgy 
 September 2011 
 

Angels have long been a popular theme in movies and 
on television, and a variety of angel books and 
merchandise is available. A 2004 Gallup Poll revealed 
that 78 percent of Americans believe in them. The Bible 
clearly teaches the reality of angels, and the liturgical 
year honors them with a feast day, September 29, the 
Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, also known as 
Michaelmas.  
 

Contrary to popular belief, angels are not the departed 
spirits of human beings. An angel is a messenger from 
God and may be visible or invisible and appear in 
human or nonhuman forms. Angels appear throughout 
the Old and New Testaments, being mentioned over 
170 times, and they seem to be more powerful and to 
have more knowledge than human beings.  Yet Jesus 
says of them that they rejoice in the repentance of a 
single sinner (Luke 15:10). Angels play a large part in 
the life of Jesus, including the announcement of Gabriel 
to Mary that she would bear the Son of God, the 
reassurance to Joseph that Mary‘s baby was from God, 
the announcement to the shepherds, the leading of the 
Holy Family into Egypt, the act of ministering to Jesus in 
the wilderness, and the appearance at the Resurrection. 
 

Who is Michael, this messenger from God?  His name 
means, ―Who is like God?‖  He is a leader of the angels, 
and is mentioned in Scripture in Daniel 10:13 and 12:1, 
where he is called Prince of the People of Israel; Jude 
1:9, and Revelation 12:7, where he leads the heavenly 
armies. He is one of the few angels whose names are 
mentioned in Scripture.  
 

As the collect for their feast day tells us, God has 
created angels to worship Him in heaven and to help 
and defend us on earth (Book of Common Prayer, page. 
193, 244).  Remember the next time we pray the Great 
Thanksgiving that we "join our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven who for 
ever sing...to proclaim the glory of [God's] Name." 
 

—David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 
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If you sing or play an instrument, or know someone 
who does, please let us know so that we might schedule 
a time for you to share your musical gifts in worship. The 
participation of soloists from the congregation and 
community enriches and enhances our worship greatly. 
Charles Snider at 
choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org or Marsha 
Webster, Music Associate at 
musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Adult Choir Retreat  
September 9 to 11 

 

We gather at the lovely home of Bob and June Judd in 
Green Lake, WI to read through Sunday morning and 
special service music for September to December, to 
experience Compline and Morning Prayer, and to bask 
in the hospitality of the Judd‘s and the beauty of Green 
Lake. Newcomers to choir are always welcome, and 
carpooling is a definite option for all.  If you have never 
attended but are interested in singing with the choir and 
participating in a great weekend getaway, please 
contact Charles Snider at 
choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org. Or, speak with 
any choir member about the value in gathering off-site to 
learn new music and work on vocal technique.  
 

Thursday Evening Rehearsals 
 

Weekly Thursday evening, 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. rehearsals 
resume on Thursday, September 15. All are welcome to 
join us in the choir room, regardless of whether you are 
able to attend the retreat or not.  We will lead Sunday, 
10:30 a.m. worship, beginning September 18.  

Choirs for Children and Youth  
 

Rehearsals for our Treble and Chorister Choirs resume in 
the choir room on Wednesday, September 7.    
 

Choristers: K to grade 3 rehearse from 4:15 to 5:00 p.m. 
led by Marsha Webster 
 

Treble Choir: Grade 4 to senior high youth rehearse from 
5:15 to 6:00 p.m., led by Marsha Webster and Charles 
Snider 
 

Both the Chorister and Treble Choirs will sing on a monthly 
basis during the 9:15 a.m. service. In addition, the Treble 
Choir will prepare music to share for Evensong, Lessons 
and Carols, and at a local choral music festival.  
 

The Preschool Cherub Choir, led by Marsha Webster, 
rehearses during a music time on Sunday mornings at 
10:30.  The purpose of this group is to introduce songs of 
our faith and to help the children experience music with 
their singing voice and whole body movement. The children 
sing in worship at Christmas and on Mother‘s Day.  

Music for the 9:15 service 
 

We continue to welcome soloists and the newly formed 
Hymn Choir to help lead the 9:15 service. The Hymn Choir 
sings on the fourth Sunday of the month and rehearses at 
8:45 a.m. prior to the service. A love for it and enjoyment of 
singing in church are the only prerequisites for participation 
in this choir. We sing both new and not-so-new hymns from 
Episcopal hymn resources Wonder Love and Praise, Lift 
Every Voice and Sing, My Heart Sings Out, and The 
Hymnal 1982. Questions? Contact Marsha Webster, 
Music Associate at 
musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org.  

Notes from the Music Department 
 

Charles Snider at choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org  
Marsha Webster, Music Associate at musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org  

Know Group Brunch, October 15, 11:30, Mahon Hall 
This senior-friendly group meets for a potluck brunch several times during the year and welcomes all retirees and 
―wannabees.‖ It‘s a good time and a great way to catch-up with old friends and make new ones. We‘ll be needing the usual:  
Hot brunch dishes, fruit, vegetable side dishes, coffee cakes. Please RSVP to Audrey Halbeck, 630-469-5330 
(xhalbeck@aol.com) or Sue Mylander, 630-469-1651 (suemylander@aol.com) or sign up in the narthex. 
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Children’s News 

Questions? Contact Jill Bednas at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

THE MOST REWARDING OPPORTUNITY!   
 

Teaching Sunday School can be rewarding for both the students and the teachers. Whether you want to work with 
kindergarten or elementary age children, we can find a spot for you once or twice a month. We have a brand-new 
curriculum filled with creative learning ideas, crafts and stories as well as discussion starters. Teaching Sunday School 
has never been so easy. Call Jill Bednas, Director of Childrens Ministry 630-858-1020 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org to find out more. 

 

   

Adela Sexauer Gemma Miller Marsha Webster 

Anna Gorman Gina Friebel Matt McGovern 

Anthony Lanzillo Ian Grant-Funck Melody Mordini 

Beth Treleven Jen Chavez Miguel Briones 

Bryn Wulf Jimmy Wright Norma Briones 

Caroline Arlasky Joanie Somerville Norvin Briones 

Caroline Fry Jocelyn Briones Penny Taback 

Carrie Gowans Kelly Allson Rachel Acorn 

Carrie Pihl Kelly Gross Ryan Valdivia 

Connor Gross Kendall Arlasky Sarah Adler 

Cynthia Mote Krissy Czosnowski Sydney Arlasky 

Emily Bergman Lauren Mordini Will Delany 

Emily Sexauer Lisa Baker William Lanzillo 

Erin Campagna Luke Wright April Sedall 

Frances Smith Marie Gorman Jaklyn Olivarez 

Vacation Bible School 
2011 

  

St. Mark's hosted VBS 2011 for 62 
children on August 1 to 5. It took 
several volunteers to put on a great program this 
year called "Inside Out & Upside Down on Main 
Street" where Jesus made a difference every day. 
Children ages 3 through 5th grade learned about 
GRATITUDE, COMPASSION, FORGIVENESS , 
GRACE and FAITHFULNESS. We also played 
games, sang songs, and made new friends.  
  

Children were very generous in bringing 
donations for the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry, our 
local charity. In addition, we collected spare 
change for an international cause. We raised over 
$100 for the starving children in Somalia.  
  

Everyone had a great time this week. It was 
awesome getting to know one another better and 
seeing great teamwork in action.  
  

This was a group effort and it was a success, 
thanks to the great support & leadership. 
 

Additional thank you  to the creative efforts of 
Caroline McAlpine and Gretchen Kenower, who 
constructed the backdrop, props and decorations.  
 

Checkout St. Mark's website to see photos taken 
at VBS 2011!  

Sunday School resumes on September 11 at 
10:15! We’ll miss you if you aren’t there. Come 

every week and bring a friend ! 

Thank You VBS Volunteers 2011 
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Youth Update 
 

Questions? Contact the Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at 
associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Parents and Mentors of  
7/8th grade youth 

 

Please join us at St. Mark's on Friday, September 
16, 7 to 9 p.m. to learn about the coming year for the 
7/8th grade youth who are preparing for Confirmation. 
Dessert and coffee will be served. Please RSVP to 
the Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at emolitors@yahoo.com 
or 630-858-1020 x226. 
 

Parents of High School Youth 
 

Please join us at St. Mark's on Saturday, September 
10, 10 to 11:30a.m. for a discussion about worship, 
formation and your teen. Brunch will be served. This 
is a chance to meet other parents of teens and to talk 
about the role that you play in your daughter's/son's 
faith formation. Please RSVP to the Rev. Elizabeth 
Molitors at emolitors@yahoo.com or 630-858-1020 
x226. 
 

Acolyte Training and 
Refresher 

Anyone-ages 3rd grade and older (adults, too!)-who is 
interested in assisting with worship as an acolyte or 
thurifer (this is the person who handles the incense), 
please join us for Acolyte Training on Sunday, 
September 25th, 5 to 6 p.m. in the church sanctuary. 
If you have served as an acolyte in the past, we ask 
that you come to this training as well, in order to share 
your experiences with new acolytes and brush up on 
your skills. Any questions, please contact the Rev. 
Elizabeth Molitors at emolitors@yahoo.com or 630-
858-1020 x226. 

Blythe and Basement Boys activities resume 
September 14!  

(If you are an adult interested in helping lead Blythe/
Basement Boys, please contact the Rev. Elizabeth 
Molitors at emolitors@yahoo.com or 630-858-1020 

 

“One Book – One St. Mark’s” 
Cabin Fever 

 by Tom Montgomery Fate 
 

School may be starting, but there is still time for summer 
reading! This year we‘ve chosen local author Tom 
Montgomery Fate‘s latest book entitled Cabin Fever.   
Try to imagine Henry David Thoreau married, with a job, 
three kids, and a minivan. This is the serious yet 
irreverent sensibility that suffuses Cabin Fever, as the 
author seeks to apply the hermit-philosopher‘s insights to 
a busy modern life.  A seasonal nature memoir, Cabin 
Fever takes readers on a search for the wild both in the 
woods and within ourselves. Although we are often 
estranged from nature in our daily lives, Fate shows that 
we can still recover our kinship with the earth and its 
other inhabitants if we are willing to pay attention.  In his 
exploration of how we are to live "a more deliberate life" 
amid a high-tech material world, Fate invites readers into 
an interrogation of their own lives, and into a new kind of 
vision: the possibility of enough in a culture of more.  
 

BONUS: Tom Montgomery Fate will be on hand to 
discuss the book with us on October 20 at 7 p.m. in the 
Library! Copies are available to sign 
up in the Narthex.  Please sign one 
out, read it quickly and return it so 
that others can read it. For more 
information, please contact Reeny 
Linstrom at 
reenylinstrom@yahoo.com.   
 

Praise for Cabin Fever 
With Thoreau as his guide, Tom 
Montgomery Fate explores a wild 
territory where Henry himself never dared to venture: 
marriage, parenthood, and the suburban 
backyard.  Along the way, he shows us how to embrace 
the challenges of our world, and our daily lives, with new 
grace, restoring us to the place where we should all be 
living: in gratitude and wonder.  A profound and beautiful 
book.‖ 
      — John T. Price, author of Man Killed by Pheasant 
and Other Kinships 

―...real gems of insight and wit on the diverse topics of 
appreciating nature, love and sex, technology, 
parenthood, the solitary life, self-reliance, art and aging.‖  

    —Publishers Weekly 
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Egan M writes: The trip to Mexico is an experience I will not 
soon forget. It‘s impossible to say everything that needs to be 
said in so very few words. To travel hundreds and hundreds of 
miles away to a place seemingly so different from our own 
world is stunning. And I found myself even more amazed to 
learn that we are much more the same than I could have ever 
imagined. Though separated not only by countless miles, but 
also by technological advances, socioeconomic roots, 
international borders, and native language, it was soon 
obvious that we all share the same inherent values. Where 
family and friends take precedence over all else, and everyone 
from the littlest of kids to the full grown adults need to know 
that someone out there cares for them. 
 

Cali L writes: This was my first trip to Nigromante with St. 
Marks. Even though I had visited Mexico previously to the 
mission trip, after being in Nigromante I realized I had not 
really seen Mexico. Nigromante was a town full of passionate, 
hard working, and loving people while a city like Cancun was 
filled by noisy cruise ships, resorts, and an abundance of fat 
Americans. I remember the first day when our white van rolled 
up in front of San Marcos. Fireworks were being launched, 
children swarmed our car, a band was playing, and everyone 
was so welcoming. It was as if we were long lost friends 
returning home after years of separation. I had not known 
anyone quite yet, but from the welcoming we received I knew 
that was not going to be a problem. During our trip to 
Nigromante, Frances, Megan, and I befriended three teenage 
girls. Before talking to these girls, I thought we were 
completely different from anyone here. We then found out that 
we had a ton in common despite the language barrier. These 
girls loved Justin Bieber, Lady Gaga, and Beyonce. They are 
just normal teenagers. Leaving Nigromante was hard, but I 
cannot wait to return and see all the friends we made next 
year.  
 

Molly T writes: This was my second year going on the trip 
and I was so excited to go back. It was a great feeling to see 
all of the familiar faces and realize that a lot of the people 
remembered me too. One girl that I met last year, Malu ,was 
adorable. The first thing she said to me when I saw her, with a 
huge smile on her face, was viniste! Which in English means, 
―you came!‖ And just that made the 36 mosquito bites on my 
face and nothing in a backyard but green murky water, 100%
worth it, and I can't wait for next year. Just experiencing the 
different culture in Mexico and the opportunity to have such a 
unique relationship is really amazing.  

2011 Mexico Reflections  

The Rev. Elizabeth Molitors writes: Jesus said, "Whoever 
welcomes you welcomes me…‖ (Matthew 10:40). How 
appropriate, on the Sunday morning when the Mexico trip 
participants shared their reflections, that the gospel reading spoke 
about hospitality. This was my second year going to Nigromante. 
Prior to the trip, I found that I felt more relaxed than last year, 
having some idea what to expect, and I wondered what would 
most stand out during this visit. For me, it was the hospitality. 
Merriam Webster‘s dictionary says hospitality is about the 
―generous and cordial reception of guests,‖ but those words don‘t 
really do justice to the kind of welcome that we experienced. As 
we pulled up in front of San Marcos, which faces the town‘s 
square, the church bells were rung, fireworks were set off, a brass 
band played and dozens of people surrounded our van as we 
stepped out, everyone shaking hands or exchanging kisses and 
hugs, regardless of whether they‘d met you before or not. There 
was the meal for 200 or so people that took the women of the 
town all day – literally – to cook, and included such painstaking 
preparation as hand grinding all the spices and sorting through 
every sesame seed and grain of rice that was to be served, to 
pick out any seeds or grains that weren‘t quite perfect. The host 
family that my daughter and I stayed with was a household of six: 
grandma and grandpa, mom and dad, plus two young children. 
We slept in a bedroom with two double beds, which potentially 
meant that we‘d displaced two to four people. We wondered 
where everyone slept – maybe there were rooms we couldn‘t see 
that contained extra couches or hammocks or beds? On our 
second night, we had at least a partial answer. As I made my way 
to the back room where the cistern was located, to wash and 
brush my teeth, I passed grandma, unfolding a large sheet of 
cardboard in the front room. When I came back from brushing my 
teeth, I discovered what the cardboard was for. There was 
grandma – this tiny little elderly woman who‘d been up since 4:30 
that morning – stretched out on the cardboard atop the concrete 
floor, fanning herself with her scarf, while 10 feet away, we slept 
in beds with the house‘s only electric fan blowing across us to 
provide some relief from the hot, humid and still evening air. To be 
strangers, welcomed into someone‘s home, and given the very 
best that they have, is a humbling experience. And I had no words 
– my Spanish doesn‘t extend much beyond ‗gracias‘ – to express 
the depth of our appreciation for this family‘s unstinting 
generosity. I experienced the hospitality of the people of 
Nigromante as pure grace, hospitality‘s twin: unmerited gifts 
offered freely, with no expectation of anything in return. Jesus was 
in our midst: ―whoever welcomes you welcomes me.‖  
 

Mex Next! 
St. Mark’s Mexico Mission Trip 2012 First Organizational Meeting - Sunday,October 23, 2011 in classroom 202 

(across from Mahon Hall) after the 10:30 a.m. service (at approx. 11:45 a.m.). 2012 tentative trip dates:  June 17 to 22 . 
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Joseph Z writes: This year was my first trip to Nigromante, Mexico, 
and I will remember the things I experienced there forever. What I 
liked most about the trip was how we were able to experience the 
people's culture first hand in every way. If it was preparing bread or 
even their social activities, I enjoyed experiencing and participating 
in each activity. I also enjoyed talking with our host family. I learned 
a lot about him and his family by  just sitting down with him each 
night and talking for a while. Those conversations and the 
relationship built at that time made the trip very enjoyable. While we 
were there, the church was being retiled, and I wish we could have 
been able to help the workers with that, because I believe we could 
have accomplished a substantial amount of tiling in the time we 
were there. Besides that, the experience was great, and I can't wait 
to see what we do in future years to help out.  
 

Emily B writes: This was my first time going on the Mexico trip. 
Initially, I was concerned that the language and cultural barriers 
would make the trip much more difficult, but I was mistaken. Even if 
we couldn‘t speak Spanish, it was easy to play with the kids, as we 
surprisingly knew all the same games. (I learned the words for rock, 
paper, and scissors very quickly). I learned that even though our 
cultures differ so drastically, we are more similar than one would 
think. For one, we‘re all part of the same church and believe in the 
same God. Even though we never did anything ―religious‖ aside 
from praying before meals, I learned a lot about God. We received 
so much from the people of Nigromante. We were welcomed into 
the home of six people-they went to great lengths to give us food, 
beds, and water. The grandmother of the family slept on the 
concrete floor so we could each have a bed. It‘s hard to be the 
recipient of that sort of hospitality. We had to learn to be humble 
enough to accept their kindness towards us. I wanted to serve the 
community and the church. I had it in my head that we had the 
resources and talents to do so, but the trip wasn‘t about that. It was 
about relationships and learning how to be served. In this, I learned 
about God. We cannot possibly give back all that we are given. But, 
we can learn to have a relationship with God, and try to be humble 
enough to receive, even when we think we could be giving.  

Reeny L writes: This was St. Mark‘s sixth and my very first 
trip to Nigromante, Mexico. The people of the town 
celebrated our arrival with much fanfare. I felt a bit like a 
―rock star‖ as we exited our bus and shook hands with the 
women of San Marcos and were hugged by their adorable 
children. Although I had never visited, they were welcoming 
me back as if I were a dear friend. I felt a connection with 
everyone from St. Mark‘s who has taken this trip and all 
those who will go in the future. We are each a small thread 
of a beautiful tapestry of friendship between St. Mark‘s and 
San Marcos.  Staying with host families was the thing that I 
was most anxious about, yet it turned out to be what I 
enjoyed the most about the trip. I don‘t speak Spanish and 
was worried I would not establish a rapport with our hosts, 
Victoria and her eight year-old daughter, Guadalupe. My 
daughter, Cali, and I were relieved to have Molly Toliver stay 
with us, who proved to be an awesome translator! Upon 
chatting before bed on our last night (and after recovering 
from my poor Spanish where I told our hosts I was 14 years 
old!), we discovered that Victoria and I were only one year 
apart in age. Amazing to think that she and I came to this 
earth at relatively the same time!  Although we live 
thousands of miles apart and speak different languages, we 
are not that different. We both value the same things:  love, 
family and friends, a home, a good meal and God. When 
beautiful Guadalupe left for school the last morning, as is 
their routine, her mother gave her a blessing in the form of a 
sign of the cross and a kiss. This was touching to witness. 
Guadalupe told us she would pray for us and we told her we 
would pray for both of them, too. May God bless and keep 
well my new faraway friends: Guadalupe and Victoria. 
 

Lydia S writes: This was my third time participating in the 
trip to Nigromante. I have been on the trip every other year 
since before my freshman year of high school. Each year, I 
have noticed how our trip focus seems to gravitate towards 
food. I have helped bake pan dolce (sweet bread) in the 
bakery with the women and then later sell it from door to 
door. I have also helped make dinner at one of the 
parishioner‘s homes and then helped serve it to the entire 
congregation. Although I do not speak Spanish and 
unfortunately cannot always communicate with my host 
family or the kids in the village, cooking and eating together 
becomes its own language. Something that I noticed this 
year was the slow, careful intentional actions of the women. 
Everything that they did, walking to store, sorting the seeds 
that were ground into a paste for cooking, or flattening 
tortillas with their palms, were all done in a manner of care 
and patience. Their culture is grounded in a sense of 
tradition and the way that they give everything more 
importance and attention adds value to it. It is not always 
necessarily the same in our culture. Finally, I think the 
coolest part about our relationship with San Marcos is how it 
is definite that it will continue. People no longer ask us if we 
will be back next year but talk about what we will do together 
when we return.  
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W2W 
 

Women-to-Women (W2W) is the umbrella group for all 
our women‘s ministries. It is a fellowship for all women 
of St Mark‘s and has fostered rich, intergenerational 
relationships, helping all of us experience St. Mark‘s as 
a parish family. Whether you are a visitor, a newcomer, 
or a longstanding parishioner, we hope you will get 
involved!  
 

Kick-Off Salad Supper: Wrap. Snack. Give Back! 
Are you looking for a place to connect with the 
women‘s ministry? On Wednesday, September 21 at 
7:00 p.m. in Mahon Hall, women are invited to a one-
of-a-kind salad supper that features fun icebreakers, 
previews of programs and events, a light supper and a 
unique service project. This evening of fellowship will 
showcase a tour of women‘s ministries and ladies can 
learn about all the programs and events of the coming 
year. In addition we‘ll laugh and wrap for the Birthday 
Present Project, a project that provides gifts for 
impoverished children (ages 3 to 12) in DuPage 
County.  
  

For the dinner, parishioners with last names beginning 
with A – K: please bring  salad or bread. Those with 
last names L – Z: please bring dessert or beverage. 
For the service project, parishioners are asked to 
bring two rolls of gender-neutral wrapping paper 
and ribbon. Or donate your wrapping supplies prior to 
the event in the Narthex where collections will be taken 
through Sunday, September 18th. 
  

Look for an Evite for this event with RSVPs requested 
by September 18. Feel free to bring a friend (please 
indicate their name on your Evite). If you are currently 
not receiving women‘s ministries electronic 
communications and Evites, please contact Caroline 
McAlpine at c_mcalpin@hotmail.com to be added to 
the distribution list. Questions about the event, please 
contact Caroline McAlpine (see above) or Cheryl 
Olsen at bobchero@gmail.com or visit the Salad 
Suppers page under women‘s ministries at http://

 DuPage PADS 
 

The St. Mark‘s PADS summer shelter program supplies staff and food for the second Sunday of each month (from May 
through September).  As always, we need site volunteers for all shifts and donations of food for dinner, breakfast, and 
lunch for our guests on September 11. If you can fill any of these spots, please sign up or email. We will send out a 
reminder. Contact Brian Stepien at bstepien@hotmail.com 

N O V A 
daytime fellowship for parents  

of young children  
 

Nurturers of the Very Active (NOVA), our 
Thursday morning group, offers activities 
and discussion topics geared to parents 

of small children (primarily infant up to kindergarten). 
Following is our September schedule and a preview 
of an October outing. For a complete up-to-the-
minute schedule of NOVA 2011 to 12 playdates, 
discussion topics, and outings, please visit our NOVA 
page under women’s ministries at http://
www.stmarksglenellyn.org.  
  

September 22: Playdate in Mahon Hall. Come meet 
other moms and kids for refreshment and playtime 
from 9:30 to 11:15 a.m. as we kickoff the new 
calendar year! As always, feel free to come or leave 
as your schedule requires. New participants can see 
the nursery facility that will be in use during our 
meetings and everyone can learn about our schedule 
for the coming year, sign up to help or just meet new 
faces and reconnect with old friends.  
  

September 29: Parenting Book Review. Rachel 
Alcorn will lead us in a review and discussion of 
Everyday Blessings: The Inner Work of Mindful 
Parenting by Myla Kabat-Zinn. Join us for a 
discussion where there are no right or wrong 
answers. Questions? We‘ll meet in the parish library 
from 9:30 to 11:15 a.m. Questions? Contact Rachel 
Alcorn at rachelkara68@gmail.com. 
  

**Coming in October** Our fall outing will be on 
October 6, when we will meet at the Morton 
Arboretum for a Guided Hike with the Kids with 
parishioner April Sedall, former educator at the 
Morton Arboretum, to explore nature with your child. 
Learn how to use all of your senses and encourage 
the hands on science of nature discovery!  We will be 
hiking on and off trails so wear suitable shoes and 
bring your sense of adventure! 
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A F T E R  H O U R S  
evening fellowship for mothers 

 

After Hours for Moms (AH) is an evening gathering 
offering topics of interest to women in the child-rearing 
years. Whether you work full-time, part-time, or in the 
home, please plan to take a night off and join us at After 
Hours to connect with other moms. We get together on 
occasional Wednesday evenings in the parish library, to 
hear a speaker, have a discussion, and enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship. Our topics are geared 
toward mothers in the childrearing 
years, but all women are welcome. 
 

**Coming in October** We‘ll kick-off 
the new program year with 
parishioner, author and journalist 
Jennifer Grant discussing The Truth 
of Parenting and her newly released 
book Love You More: The Divine 
Surprise of Adopting My Daughter. In 
her new book, Grant details the 
exciting and at times gut-wrenching, search for Mia, the 
daughter God longed for her to have. With humor, 
personal candor, and insight, Love You More walks the 
reader through the Grant family‘s decision to adopt, the 
strenuous search for their daughter, and adjusting to life 
as a multicultural family. In Love You More, Grant 
addresses difficult topics including spiritual doubt, 
miscarriage, and the ethics of adoption. This event will 
be held Wednesday, October 26, from 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m. and is open to the community – bring a friend! 
Questions about the event, contact Jen Chavez 
jennylouchavez@hotmail.com. 

Save the date! 

 

Women of St. Marks!!!    
Don‘t miss out on the Women‘s 
Retreat March 16 to 18, 2012.   
Mark the dates on your calendars now!  We will again 
be going to The Abbey in Fontana, WI.  Cost will be 
$225/double occupancy for two nights, four meals, and 
spa admission.  Ask around…you‘ll discover it is a time 
you won‘t want to miss!! 

Coffee Hour Ministers  
 

Coffee hour at St. Mark‘s has been both 
popular and one of the best ways that we 
reconnect each week and welcome visitors, 
guests, and newcomers.  Again this year, 
we are asking families to take a turn in hosting a coffee 
hour.  You will be receiving a letter if your family has 
been chosen to participate this year. 
 

The Coffee Ministers are looking to add to their team!  If 
you are looking for ways to feel more connected and 
meet fellow parishioners......here's your chance!  If you 
are interested in becoming a Coffee Hour Minister or 
simply have questions, please contact Joanie 
Somerville 630-868-3731, jlsomerville@comcast.net 

More Choices for Adult Formation! 
  

Starting September 11 the the Adult Forum Commission is very pleased to be offering both 9:15 and 10:30 Adult Forum 
sessions (same speaker: two time choices, same location) to make it as convenient as possible for you to attend Adult 
Forum.  We at St. Mark's are blessed to be living in communities having access to speakers from nearby colleges and 
seminaries, in addition to our many talented and creative parishioners who are always so generous with their time. We 
want to make their discussions as available as possible to our congregation, thus the repeated session. 

  

Our new Fall series is titled, "Jesus in The Gospels: Telling the Truth but Telling It Slant." Dr. 
Lynn Cohick  will start our series with "Great  Expectations; Messianic Expectations in First 
Century Judea."  Dr. Cohick is Associate Professor of New Testament at Wheaton College 
and a very popular past speaker at Adult Forum. 
  

Hope to see you for the launch of the new series on September 11! 
 

Get updates and see photos of recent events on 
 www.stmarks.org! 

mailto:jlsomerville@comcast.net
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For the first time, St. Mark‘s will offer a Season-Inspired‖ event 
celebrating autumn, gathering the community and raising 
money for programs to benefit the St. Mark‘s and the Glen 
Ellyn community. 
 

Beginning at 11a.m. on October 15th, the festival will offer old 
fashioned family oriented games, live music, various 
entertainment, seasonal food and beverages and, of course, 
pumpkins! At 6 p.m. it‘ll transition into an adult only event 
offering live music, food and beverages. Pumpkin Fest will 
take place in the St. Mark‘s parking lot and run from 11a.m.-10 
p.m. Save the date. This is an event you won‘t want to miss!  
 

We need your help! To make this event successful we are 
going to need help.  We are asking for volunteers to:  
 provide bake goods to sell 
 setup and breakdown the event 
 food prep and serve 
 game coordinators  
 

Please call or email Scott Taback @ 773-398-3823 or 
scott.taback@gmail.com 

Introducing The First Ever 
St. Mark’s Pumpkin Fest 

October 15! 


