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Important Dates 

More information on any of these events 
can be found in this issue or at 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
   

October 
  1 Children‟s Resale 
   Pet Blessing 
  2 Organ Duet Recital  
 Evensong and supper 
  8 Pumpkin unloading 
15 Pumpkin Fest 
16 Worship minister training 
17 Daughters of the King 
19 Bishop Lee meeting with 
 confirmand, parents /mentors 
20 Book discussion  
23  Instructed Eucharist 
 Mexico planning 
26  After Hours for Moms 
 

November 
  6 All Saints‟ Sunday 
 Consecration Sunday 

POSTMARK 
The First Ever St. Mark’s  

Pumpkin Fest  
October 15! 

 
Beginning at 11a.m. on October 15, the festival will offer old-fashioned 

family-oriented games, live music, various entertainment, seasonal food 
and beverages and, of course, pumpkins! At 5 p.m. it‟ll transition into an 
adult-only event offering live music, food and beverages. Pumpkin Fest 

will take place in the St. Mark‟s parking lot and runs from 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
This is an event you won‟t want to miss!  

 

Pumpkin Patch needs you! 

The truck unloading begins October 8th at 9:30 a.m. 
Tell your friends, tell your family. Many hands make 
light work. Visit www.stmarksglenellyn.org and sign 
up to help at our on-line activity coordinator 
VolunteerSpot.com link  

Giving Campaign 
 

The St. Mark‟s Giving Campaign will soon be underway, and we will ask 
for your financial support for the programs and ministries of St. Mark's 
during 2012.  When you make your pledge, St. Mark‟s knows it can 
count on your help through the coming year to underwrite all the varied 
and important things we do as a parish – whether it‟s mission and 
outreach, paying our staff, maintaining our buildings and grounds, or 
providing religious education to all parishioners, especially our little 
ones. Your commitment to contribute to St. Mark‟s allows us to prepare 
a responsible budget and to fulfill our promises. Do begin thinking about 
your pledge for 2012. 
 

We hope to contact each parishioner during the October campaign with 
a warm and welcome surprise. If you are interested in being a part of our 
team of helpers, please contact Greg Olsen (olseng@beltone.com), 
Ellie Dunham (elliedunham@aol.com), or Fr. George Smith 
(georgedsmith@yahoo.com).  

All Saints’ Sunday 
November 6 is a day for baptisms, 
remembering those who have died and 
looking to the future.  People will be 
asked to bring their pledge cards for 
2012 to be collected and blessed at 
each worship service.  We will have a 
table at the altar for people to place 
pictures of those who have died.  A 
Choral Evensong service will also be 
held at 6 p.m., followed by a light 
supper in Mahon Hall. 
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 Walk-in and Run 
I have been a runner for over 25 years.  The reasons I run include what you might imagine – exercise, relaxation, 
mental health, enjoyment of the outdoors and spiritual health.  I ran my first marathon In Chicago in 1998.  Before 
then, I was a runner who was outspoken about the foolishness of marathons.  Why would anyone put themselves 
through the agony of running 26.2 miles?  Isn‟t five or six miles far enough?  Like Paul‟s conversion on the road to 
Damascus, I experienced a 180.  It was the summer of 1998 and I was between jobs and at sea in terms of my 
future.  Perhaps I was looking for a challenge way beyond my comfort zone.  My older sister, Eleanor, had just run 
her first marathon and a friend who was also between jobs had signed up for the Chicago marathon.  Soul-
searching, competitive spirit and peer pressure got me sign on the dotted line and I mailed in my $65 fee (yes, you 
pay money to torture yourself) to the LaSalle Bank Chicago marathon organizers.  Up until then, the longest distance 
I had run was seven miles, which seemed like a major accomplishment.   In order to run a marathon, I needed to go 
way beyond seven.  I remember my first ten mile run with the Oak Park running club.  By mile five, I wondered how I 
could make it to ten.  To my surprise, my legs kept going, and breaking my own psychological barrier I made it to the 
end without stopping.  From there, I added two miles every other week until reaching 20 consecutive miles.  It was 

three weeks before the marathon, and everyone told me I was “marathon ready.”  On a cold October morning, I found 
myself shoulder to shoulder with 40,000 other runners on Columbus Drive in downtown Chicago.  The sky gave us a 
dramatic show as black-grey clouds with a straight edge as if cut by a knife moved east, leaving orange blue in its wake.  
The start gun fired and the stampede began.  The miles began to tick by. The first water station came and went.  People 
lined the entire course, shouting and holding out hands for high-fives.  Mile five, mile ten, then the half-marathon mark.  The 
downtown office buildings became Lincoln Park, then Boy‟s Town, the near West side, Chinatown, Soldier Field, McCormick 
Place and at last the arch of balloons marking the finish.   After three hours and fifty minutes, I crossed the finish line.  
Wrapped in a sheet of shiny mylar, I walked around in a daze, drinking water, eating a banana and making my way to the 
“S” station to meet my family.  
Now 13 years later, I am getting ready to run my sixteenth marathon in Indianapolis on Saturday, November 5 th.  Each 
marathon has had its own challenges and personality.  This year, my goal is to finish the race without an injury and under 
four hours.  I have chosen to run the Indianapolis marathon because it is on a Saturday, which means I can be at St. Mark‟s 
the following day.  It is a relatively flat course though city and suburban neighborhoods.  It‟s less than half the size of the 
Chicago marathon.  And most important, the temperature should be on the cool side – in the 50s or 60s. 
The name “marathon” comes from the legend of Pheidippides, a Greek messenger, who in 490 B.C. ran a distance of 25 
miles from the Battle of Marathon to Athens to announce victory over the Persians.  After shouting “We have won!” he 
collapsed and died.  There are a number of variations on this legend, but all of them capture our imaginations with the 
power of the human spirit.   
I am dedicating my 16th marathon to the Walk-in Ministry in Glen Ellyn with hopes of raising $1,000.  If you would like to 
support this goal, please send a check to St. Mark‟s with “Walk-in Marathon” in the memo line.  If enough people donate $1 
for each mile of the marathon, I‟m confident that this goal will be attainable.  It has been a challenging year for the Walk-in 
Ministry.  With few dollars, they continue to work to help people who live in Glen Ellyn with car repairs, gas bills, 
transportation, rent and food.   May the spirit of the message “we have won” continue as we help our neighbors in their time 
of need. 

Yours in Christ,   George+ 
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Instructed Eucharist 
On Sunday, October 23, the worship services at St. Mark‟s will incorporate explanations about the „what‟ and „why‟ of 
various elements that are part of our Eucharist. This Instructed Eucharist highlights the principal actions of the service and 
the reasons for them. Whether you are new to the Episcopal liturgical tradition, or a „cradle‟ Episcopalian, we hope you‟ll 
discover fresh insights into the worship practice of Communion that was instituted by Jesus in the Last Supper. 
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Know Group 
Brunch 

October 22, 11:30  
Mahon Hall 

 

This senior-friendly group meets for a 
potluck brunch several times during the year and 
welcomes all retirees and “wannabees.” It‟s a good time 
and a great way to catch-up with old friends and make 
new ones. We‟ll be needing: hot brunch dishes, fruit, 
vegetable side dishes, coffee cakes. Please RSVP to 
Audrey Halbeck, 630-469-5330 (xhalbeck@aol.com) or 
Sue Mylander, 630-469-1651 (suemylander@aol.com) 
or sign up in the narthex. 

Adult Formation Sundays 
at 9:15 and 10:15 

We continue our fall series on the story of Jesus in the 
Gospels. So all may benefit from 
this education opportunity, the 
same Adult Formation event is 
presented in Mahon Hall at 9:15 
and 10:15 a. m. each Sunday. 
 
October 9 and 
16 the topic will 
be “Jesus‟ Parables of the 
Kingdom” with presenters   
Dr. Bruce Benson and Dr .Walter 
Dunnett. 

 
 

 
 
On October 23 and 30, Dr.. Beth 
Jones will present  “Jesus, Culture 
and Women.” 
   

 
For more information, contact the Adult Formation 
coordinator Myrna Grant, Myrna.Grant@wheaton.edu. 

What do you know about…. 

Glen Ellyn Walk-In Ministry? 
 
The St. Mark‟s Outreach Committee has chosen the Glen 
Ellyn Walk-In Ministry as our targeted partner agency for 
the 2011-12 program year. 
 

The Glen Ellyn Walk-In Ministry, a sister agency to the 
Glen Ellyn Food Pantry, goes beyond what the Food 
Pantry can provide. Clients can receive assistance with 
additional groceries, rent and utilities. Volunteers 
distribute gasoline vouchers and Metra train tickets as 
well as provide financial assistance to purchase 
prescriptions and work shoes. 
 

The Walk-In Ministry is located at the First United 
Methodist Church, Forest Avenue and Duane Street, in 
Glen Ellyn.  The all-volunteer ministry is solely supported 
by 18 Glen Ellyn churches. Like other charitable 
organizations in this lingering recession, more clients are 
being seen and more funds are needed. The ministry is 
limited in the number of gas vouchers it can distribute, 
which of course adds to the problem of high gasoline 
prices and the working poor. 
 

In 2002, 1,100 clients were seen. In 2009, 2,300 clients 
were seen and 2,100 were seen in 2010. Clients must be 
Glen Ellyn residents or registered clients of P.A.D.S.  
 

The ministry is believed to be the first walk-in ministry in 
DuPage County. It was founded in 1994 as the Glen 
Ellyn clergy council.   While the agency‟s greatest need is 
funding, the Outreach Committee hopes to raise 
awareness in our parish about the important role the 
Walk-In Ministry has in assisting those in need in Glen 
Ellyn.   
 

The Walk-In Ministry is looking for volunteers who would 
like to work once or twice a month from 10 am to 12 pm. 
Volunteers will receive training on how to assist clients 
and will always work with another volunteer.  Please 
contact Jack Breeser, Chairman of the GE Walk-In 
Ministry, jcbreeser@wideopenwest or Bob Bernero, 
rcbernero@yahoo.com, our St. Mark‟s advocate for the 
Walk-In Ministry, if you would like more information. 
 

If you would like to make a donation to the Walk-In 
Ministry, you can mail it directly to the agency, First 
United Methodist Church, 424 Forest Ave., Glen Ellyn, IL, 
60137 or place a check in the collection plate at St. 
Mark‟s on any Sunday. 
 

Submitted by Nancy Gier and Cindy Flynn, the 
Outreach Committee 
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Organ Duet and Evensong 

Sunday, October 2, 5:30 
Recital, 6:00 Evensong 

 

Marsha Webster, Music 
Associate, St. Mark’s 

Kathy Christian, Organist,  
First Congregational 

Church Western Springs 
 

Samuel Wesley’s “Duet for 
Organ” at 5:30 

Solemn Evensong at 6:00 
 

Following the service a light supper will be 
served. The entire event is free and  

open to the public 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org    

393 North Main Street – Glen Ellyn 

Worship Ministries 

Training for new and returning readers, ushers, sub
-deacons and chalice bearers is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 16th, 3-4 p.m. in the church 
sanctuary. If you are interested in these worship 
ministries or if you have served in these ministries in 
the past, everyone will benefit from this session. If 
you are unable to attend this training, but wish to 
serve in one of these ministries, please contact Rev. 
Elizabeth Molitors at emolitors@yahoo.com or 
630-858-1020 x226. 

On the Liturgy  
 

With so many days on the liturgical calendar dedicated to the 
inspiring lives of famous and great Christians, do you ever 
wish that there could be a day to commemorate less well-
known Christians, like your godly parents or grandparents, a 
departed Christian friend, other loved ones who have died, or 
even yourself one day?  Believe it or not, the Church has 
indeed provided a day for these not-so-famous believers who 
have brought honor to the name of Christ.   November 2, All 
Souls’ Day, or the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed is 
a good time to remember those whose Christian example has 
blessed your own life, and to think about the spiritual legacy 
you will leave to others.   
 

All Souls’ Day follows All Saints' Day, the “Christian Memorial 
Day,“ which has its origins in the early Church under harsh 
Roman persecution.  In those days, martyrs and other 
Christians were remembered on the day they died their 
martyr‟s death, to celebrate their entry into the presence of 
the Lord.  As the numbers of such Christians mounted, a 
single day, All Saints' Day, was set aside on November 1st to 
commemorate every saint, even those who do not have their 
own day on the calendar.  All Saint‟s Day and All Souls‟ Day 
serve as reminders to us that the "blessed company of all 
faithful people" includes not just those who live on Earth, but 
those departed who live in the presence of the Lord. 
 

So, what do Episcopalians believe about saints?  Like the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church, and many 
Protestant groups have done from earliest times, we use the 
term “Saint” to refer to Christians who have distinguished 
themselves by their faithfulness, spiritual excellence, and 
commitment, and many parishes are dedicated to a particular 
saint, such as our own Saint Mark, the evangelist.  
Historically, the Roman Catholic Church has admitted 
departed Christians to sainthood through an involved process 
called canonization.  At the Reformation, Anglicans were 
concerned about the large number of canonized saints and 
other noteworthy Christians who are commemorated on the 
church year calendar.  They reduced the number of 
commemorations.  While Roman Catholics believe saints are 
to be addressed in prayer to intercede on our behalf, most 
Anglicans are more inclined to see them as inspiring 
examples of life and faith.  We all call them the Church 
Triumphant, that part of the Church Universal that has “run 
the race,” as referred to in Hebrews 12:1  “Therefore, since 
we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us.”  
      David Fletcher david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 
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Hymn Choir  
 

Do you enjoy singing hymns?  Have you been in a choir 
at some point in your life but just haven‟t been able to 
commit to joining the adult choir?  If you answered yes 
to either of those questions, we have just the opportunity 
for you.  On the FOURTH Sunday of each month the 
Hymn Choir helps to lead music for worship.  We gather 
at 8:45 a.m. to rehearse a hymn, which is sung during 
the offertory.  The hymns we present are always familiar 
and often incorporate the congregation in singing a 
refrain.  Please contact Marsha if you are interested in 
being on the Hymn Choir e-mail list.  We already have a 
core of committed singers and now we are looking to 
expand. 

Choristers 
 

The new year is off and running with a record-breaking 14 
Choristers, and we will always welcome more!  The 
Choristers (K-3rd grade) meet on Wednesdays, 4:15 – 5:00 
p.m. in the choir room.   This year we plan to have 
Chorister t-shirts and the ever popular tickets for prizes 
game is back.   Look for us singing in 9:15 worship in the 
near future. 
 
Our group consists of: 
 Charlotte Alcorn  Mira Alcorn 
 Aerin Baker  Pierce Bednas 
 Marilyn Boskovic Lillian Boskovic 
 Carmen Chavez  Ava Dunham 
 Mahla Hill  Richie Janney   
 Charlie Rooke  Will Rooke 
 Charlie Shorney  Hayden Wulf 

Notes from the Music Department 
 

Charles Snider at choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org  
Marsha Webster, Music Associate at musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org  

 

“One Book – One St. Mark’s” Cabin Fever 
 by Tom Montgomery Fate 

 

School may be starting, but there is still time for summer reading! This year we‟ve chosen local author Tom 
Montgomery Fate‟s latest book entitled Cabin Fever.   Try to imagine Henry David Thoreau married, with a 

job, three kids, and a minivan. This is the serious yet irreverent sensibility that suffuses Cabin Fever, as the author seeks to 
apply the hermit-philosopher‟s insights to a busy modern life.  A seasonal nature memoir, Cabin Fever takes readers on a 
search for the wild, both in the woods and within ourselves. Although we are often estranged from nature in our daily lives, 
Fate shows that we can still recover our kinship with the earth and its other inhabitants if we are willing to pay attention.  In 
his exploration of how we are to live "a more deliberate life" amid a high-tech material world, Fate invites readers into an 
interrogation of their own lives and into a new kind of vision: the possibility of enough in a culture of more.  
 

Copies are available to sign up in the Narthex.  Please sign one out, read it quickly and return it so that others can read it.   
We will host Tom Montgomery Fate on October 20!  For more information, please contact Reeny Linstrom at 
reenylinstrom@yahoo.com.   

Treble Choir  
 

We are looking to expand our Treble Choir in many ways this year…in the number of singers, in the kind of music we 
learn, in the types of instruments we play.  Treble Choir is for 4th – 8th graders.  We currently meet on Wednesdays, 
5:15 – 6:00 p.m.; if a weekend rehearsal would enable newcomers to join us, we are open to changing our schedule. 

http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/cabinfeverdrop.jpg
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Children’s News 

Questions? Contact Jill Bednas at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Bishop Lee visit 

On Wednesday, October 19, 7-9 p.m., Bishop Jeff Lee will visit St. Mark‟s to meet with the youth in grades 7 and 8, 
along with their parents and mentors. Bishop Lee describes part of his role in the diocese as being the CSO (Chief 
Spirituality Officer), and this event allows the bishop to engage our young people in a discussion about how to live out the 
baptismal promises to which they will recommit in Confirmation. 

St. Mark's is experiencing a period of growth, especially with our young families and their children – We had over 80 
children attend Sunday School on Kickoff Sunday this year – we hope to keep up this trend!   
  

With this growth, we need a few more teachers and assistants in the rotations, especially our little cherubs in our 
expanding preschool population.  Please email:  childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org or call Jill Bednas at 630-
858-1020 to offer help or with any questions..  
  
We have many familiar and new faces this year and wonderful support staff of talented Sunday School Teachers to 
guide them!   

  
 

A slight change to our "After Sunday School" disbursement: Kindergarten through Sixth graders will be brought upstairs 
to the worship service at the end of class at 11:15.  In worship service they can either come find their parent, or they will 
sit with their teachers in the Reserved Sunday School pews in the back few rows.   It's important that children, 
especially young children, are with an adult for obvious safety reasons.  The teachers‟ responsibility ends at 11:15.   
  

Class Food Collections:  We are asking children to bring in canned goods and non-perishables for the Glen Ellyn Food 
Pantry as part of their community service projects. The schedule is as follows:  10/2 - 1st Grade; 10/9 - 2nd Grade; 
10/16 - 3rd/4th Grade; 10/23 - 5th/6th Grade; 10/30 - Preschool. 

 Grade  2011-12 Sunday School Teachers  Room 

 Preschool 3's  Kailonnie Dunsmore, Karen Hill  113 

 Preschool 4's  Kate Waidler, Kristeen Peiffer 123/124 

 Kindergarten 
 Beth & Todd Treleven , Jodee & Ryan Dun-

ham,  Beth & Ted Figler   
116 

1st 
 Carin Fanter, Rich Janney, Steve Hess, Scott 

Rooke  
201 

2nd 
Lesley & Caroline Arlasky, Rachel Alcorn , Robin 

Currie 
204 

3rd / 4th 
Karen Doran, Mimi Black , Kara  & Bob & Kirsten 

Ward, & Sue Mylander 
203 

5th /6th George & Deirdre Churchill, Leo Lanzillo 202 

Substitutes Joyce Hetzel, Laura Ellison 
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Youth Update 
 

Questions? Contact the Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Glenbard East 
Parent Event 

St. Mark's is a sponsor of a 
Glenbard Parent Series event 
at Glenbard east on Tuesday, 
October 18th at 7 p.m. 
Speaker Wendy Mogel will be 
talking about her book "The 
Hidden Blessings of a B- Using 
Jewish Teachings to Raise 
Resilient Teenagers."  Wendy's 
book is available at the 
library.  For more information 
on her writing go to http://
www.amazon.com/Blessing-
Minus-Teachings-Resilient-
Teenagers/dp/1416542035. 

 

What’s going on in Room 101? 
 

 If you walk by classroom 101, you‟ll see signs identifying the room which, at 
first, seem contradictory: „St. Mark‟s Preschool‟ and „7/8th grade Sunday School.‟ 
As the Preschool entered its second year, more space was needed to 
accommodate the growing program; a move to room 101 took place over the 
summer. On Sundays, Room 101 is the home to the 7 and 8th grade youth, who 
are preparing for Confirmation. Consistent with the Preschool‟s Reggio Emilia 
teaching philosophy, the shared space situation allows these two groups to 
interact, even if the kids never meet each other. The room‟s white board is the 
place where „conversation‟ takes place, with notes passed back and forth each 
week. Art projects by the 7/8th graders hang on the room‟s walls, and the 
Preschool teachers invite the older kids to do some of the same projects that the 
younger children are doing (for example, everyone was surveyed about their 
cookie preference, and the results were charted. Turns out that everybody likes 
cookies, no matter their age!). Many thanks to Kim Reed and Paul Flynn (7/8th 
grade teachers) and Meghan Kaplan, Savannah Stewart, and Holly 
Hampson (Preschool director and teachers) for making this shared space 
approach work productively.   

High School Youth 
 

This year, the leadership of the High School Sunday 
Morning Group is a shared effort, rotating between 5 
couples and/or individuals who each bring a special 
focus and passion to their area of expertise. Rachel & 
Chad Alcorn, and Kelly & Seth Allison, who have lead 
the high school discussion group the past 1-2 years will 
continue with the „Journey to Adulthood‟ curriculum, 
which invites young people to know and better 
understand themselves, in relation to others and to God; 
the Alcorns and Allisons will also lead an occasional 
“Music Sunday” with the group. Peter and Virginia Vagt 
will lead discussions on the intersection between science 
and faith, and how we know what we know about these 
topics. Steve Webster explores current events, looking 
at the happenings of the world through the lens of 
scripture. And Donnie Boyce, a Senior at Wheaton 
College majoring in Philosophy, History and Business, 
will share his observations on philosophy, faith and the 
„big‟ questions of life, as well as providing continuity and 
Connection from week to week. 

Middle School News 
The St. Mark's middle school youth group - known the 
past few years as Blythe & Basement Boys - is 
changing: new name, new meeting date/time, new 
focus. YLF (Youth Living Faith) will be a gathering 
where middle school youth translate the words of faith 
(loving your neighbor, treating all with dignity) into lives 
of faith. Our youth need to know that they have a role in 
God's plan to transform the world; as much as any adult, 
they, too, can be Christ's hands and feet and voice in 
the world. 
 

The group will meet once or twice a month, Sunday 
afternoons, 3:30-5 p.m. for activities and projects, along 
with friendship and fun. The youth are welcome - and 
encouraged - to bring their non-St. Mark's friends. Adult 
leadership will be provided by Rev. Elizabeth Molitors 
and a group of parishioner volunteers. Surveys and 
studies about youth and faith consistently show that the 
most important predictor of youth having a vibrant faith 
life is the example of their parents. I hope that you will 
make this gathering a priority for your son or daughter, 
and lend your support. 
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2011 Mexico Reflections  

Lane R writes: This was my fourth year visiting Nigromante. I 
was surprised by how much the church of San Marcos has 
changed in so little time. The higher level of organization in 
less than one year is very apparent. Father Senobio, the 
new rector, has been a major force in the recent 
accomplishments. The panaderia (bakery) is busy and doing 
well--the Bishop's wife has taught the women running the 
bakery how to save their money for future projects (no small 
feat with a group wary of "outsiders"). The bakery has a 
code of conduct posted on the walls now. A new wall 
enables a roof to cover the entrance and provide cover from 
the sun and rain. The town has donated some property 
nearby which may serve as a future site for an expanded 
panaderia--the location is on a heavily traveled walking path 
joining two parts of the town, so the potential for higher sales 
is promising. The church has prepared a detached space for 
the new computer classroom and can now subscribe to 
monthly wireless from the local school--this solves internet 
connection difficulties. We brought a donated laptop to begin 
the process. Soon, students will have access to new 
education opportunities using the internet at the church. We 
can communicate more easily with San Marcos. The inside 
of the church itself has undergone cosmetic improvements 
and better use of space, as has the sacristy. The new tile 
floor, which was about one-half completed when we left this, 
will just about complete remodeling--and St. Marks' 
parishioners have helped with most projects. Attendance is 
reported to have grown. I see momentum in the growth and 
progress of San Marcos. I sensed a growing level of 
"belonging" and familiarity with the local parishioners/
townspeople. It appears to me that San Marcos is enjoying 
new levels of involvement, fellowship and excitement, and I 
am grateful for the contribution that St. Mark‟s may have 
made over the last six years. 
 

Kim Reed writes: This was St. Mark‟s sixth trip to 
Nigromante. We have visited each year since June, 2006. 
When people ask about our mission trips, I try to emphasize 
that they are like visiting family. We go every year to renew 
relationships and to connect with the people and the 
community. It is true that San Marcos needs our assistance,-
-money for projects such as the bakery, the scholarship 
program, a computer lab, the rector‟s salary, repairs and 
improvements to the facilities, and more – and these needs 
are even greater than they were in 2006. This is an 
important part of our relationship with San Marcos and the 
Diocese of Southeast Mexico. I, however, don‟t believe it is 
the defining piece. The defining piece is the personal  

friendships we have made over the years. We have 
seen children who were just babies now entering 
primary school, children who were young preteens 
now applying to nursing school or having their first 
child. We have said farewell to a number of 
parishioners who have passed away over the years. 
Our understanding of the people of Nigromante, as 
individuals and as a community, continues to deepen. 
Our ability to communicate grows. And our recognition 
of what we can give, the blessings we receive, and the 
knowledge we learn is noticeably greater. 

This year we asked Eigner, Bishop Benito‟s son and 
our escort, interpreter, and go-to person, to find out 
what we could make for the community dinner that we 
prepare each year. We wanted to make a dinner 
where we could purchase most of the ingredients 
locally, to support the local economies, and one that 
the community would enjoy but would not produce as 
much garbage as in the past. The women of the 
parish decided we should make Adobo Pollo, a 
chicken dish they described as not spicy but “muy 
rico”. We would purchase all the ingredients in 
Nigromante or nearby Playa Vicente, and the women 
of San Marcos would help us prepare it. There were 
times while preparing the dinner that I felt the women 
of San Marcos had to invent work for us to do, or at 
least, to find the simplest tasks, those that we could 
actually accomplish. Part of the reason for that was, 
aside from purchasing the ingredients, the 
preparations are foreign to us. The chickens are 
washed outside at a dry sink using water from a 
barrel. The tomatoes, peppers, onions, and garlic are 
sautéed in a huge washtub over an open fire in the 
backyard, stirred with a huge paddle. Each sesame 
seed and grain of rice is gone over by hand. The 
pecans, anise and coriander are ground by hand and 
rolled into a paste. The time and care of each task is 
unparalleled in the U.S. It was an all day affair!  And 
while we were preparing the dinner, we had time to 
visit. We learned a little Zapoteco and got to teach 
some English. We also laughed and enjoyed just 
being together.  
The order in which people were served this dinner 
was moving. While we may have used the same order 
in the past, this time it was more visible. The road was 
blocked off in front of San Marcos, and the tables 
were placed in the center of the road. First, the young  
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Ready to be one of next 
year’s Mexican memory 

writers?! 
 

St. Mark’s Mexico Mission Trip 2012 First 
Organizational Meeting  

 

Sunday, October 23, 2011 in Classroom 202 
(across from Mahon Hall)  

after the 10:30 a.m. service 
(at approx. 11:45 a.m.).  

 

2012 tentative trip dates:  June 17 to 22  

children lined up to wash their hands with the help of the 
women and then sat down to pray and eat. They were followed 
by the older children, then the elderly women, then the older 
men, and then the other men and women. After that, the St. 
Mark‟s group was asked to eat, but we were not last. The 
women who prepared most of the dinner sat down last, eating 
the rice that was scraped from the bottom of the wash tub.  
What patience and generosity they showed us! Not only did 
they put themselves last, they gave us the day, each day we 
were there. They welcomed us into their homes. They spent 
time with us, cooked for us, taught us, and fed us.  What did we 
take away besides the pleasure of that wonderful dinner? 
Deepened friendships, an appreciation for patience over 
efficiency, a different perspective of time, and an understanding 
of who and what matters. Again, by God‟s grace, we 
experienced a lesson in generosity and graciousness.  

Cynthia M writes: When we left the Dallas airport, I was so 
nervous. I was about to enter a different country, and I didn‟t 
really speak the language. The first night was weird. I just got a 
ton of looks because I couldn‟t speak the language. I was 
nervous that the whole trip would be like this. The next day we 
took the van to Nigromante and I was so nervous. When we 
arrived, they shot off fireworks and my heart jumped into my 
throat. They were so excited for us to be here; what if I let them 
down in some way? However, the second I stepped off the van 
I was engulfed in hugs. That just set the tone for the whole trip. 
The people were so kind and caring. I thought the trip would be 
more about us teaching the kids, but in the end I think they 
taught us way more then we taught them. They showed us 
such kindness. I have honestly never felt as welcome as I did 
there. Love thy neighbor as thyself. I had an idea of what that 
looked like, but after going I can honestly say I know exactly 
what that looks like.. 

St. Mark‟s Global Partners Forum 
Wednesday, November 9, 2011 St. Mark‟s Library  7:30 p.m. 

 
Please join us to learn more about our Global Partners:Our companion Diocese in Southeast Mexico,  Canon Andrew White 

in Baghdad, the McGregors in Eastern African and Madagascar and others. 

Looking for a preschool? 
November Information Night and Drop-

In Open House  
for prospective  

St. Mark's Preschool Families 
 

Information Night:  
 Thursday, November 10 at 7 p.m. 

at St. Mark' s Preschool  
(room 101, Hillside Ave. entrance) 

Drop-in Open House:   
Tuesday, November 15  

from 9:30-11 a.m .at  
St. Mark's Preschool  

(Room 101, please use entrance  
at rear parking lot) 
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A F T E R  H O U R S  
evening fellowship for mothers 

 

After Hours for Moms (AH) is an evening gathering 
offering topics of interest to women in the child-rearing 
years. Whether you work full-time, part-time, or in the 
home, please plan to take a “night off” and join us at After 
Hours to connect with other moms. We get together on 
occasional Wednesday evenings in the parish library to 
hear a speaker, have a discussion, and enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship. Our topics are geared 
toward mothers in the childrearing years, 
but all women are welcome. 
 

This month, we are kicking off the new 
program year with parishioner, author and 
journalist Jennifer Grant discussing The 
Truth of Parenting and her newly released 
book Love You More: The Divine Surprise 
of Adopting My Daughter. In her new book, 
Grant details the exciting and at times gut-wrenching, 
search for Mia – the daughter God longed for her to have. 
With humor, personal candor, and insight, Love You More 
walks the reader through the Grant family‟s decision to 
adopt, the strenuous search for their daughter, and 
adjusting to life as a multicultural family. In Love You 
More, Grant addresses difficult topics including spiritual 
doubt, miscarriage, and the ethics of adoption. This event 
will be held Wednesday, October 26, from 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m. at St. Mark‟s and is open to the community – bring a 
friend! Questions, please contact Rachel Alcorn at 
rachelkara68@gmail.com. 

N O V A 
daytime fellowship for parents of young 

children  
 

Nurturers of the Very Active (NOVA), our Thursday 
morning group, offers activities and discussion topics 
geared to parents of small children (primarily infant up 
to kindergarten). Following is our October schedule. 
For a complete up-to-the-minute schedule of NOVA 
2011-12 playdates, discussion topics, and outings, 
please visit our NOVA page under women‟s ministries 
at http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org. Questions? 
Contact Elizabeth Lanzillo at 
eschnell@wowway.com. 
  

October 6: Guided Hike with the Kids. April Sedall, 
former educator at the Arboretum, will lead us on a 
guided walk through the Arboretum where we will 
open our senses to nature. We‟ll meet at Parking Lot 
29 (west side) at 9:30 a.m. sharp, and finish up with a 
brown bag lunch around 11 a.m. for those who don‟t 
need to rush off. If you are running late, please call 
Elizabeth that morning at (630) 842-8098 for 
directions on how to meet up with us or for an 
alternate plan in case of lightening storm; otherwise, 
rain or shine, please dress for the weather (which is 
after all part of nature) and be prepared to venture off 
the pavement. This means long sleeves, pants, 
closed toe shoes (no flip flops), and duds that can get 
dirty so you‟re free to totally enjoy the outdoors! Feel 
free to bring a magnifying glass or small collection 
bag. If you want to car pool from church (9:15 sharp) 
with someone who has an Arboretum membership, 
please RSVP to eschnell123@gmail.com. 
  

October 13: Paper Arts Crafts. Learn new tips, 
tricks and techniques on how to turn an ordinary piece 
of paper into a personal work of art with Kelly Allison, 
formerly with Paper Source, a national stationary 
boutique. Paper crafting is a growing field in the arts 
that is both economical and eco-friendly. Join us for a 
morning with just the moms and learn how beautiful 
paper crafts can be as simple or complex as you 
want. We‟ll meet in the library at 9:30 a.m. Childcare 
provided. Questions? Contact Kelly Allison at 
kzouharyallison@gmail.com.  
  

October 20: Playdate in Mahon Hall. Come meet 
other moms and kids for refreshment and playtime 
from 9:30 to 11:15 a.m. As always, feel free to come 
and leave as your schedule requires. New 
participants can see the nursery facility that will be in 
use during our meetings and everyone can learn  

about our schedule for the coming year, sign up to help or 
just meet new faces and reconnect with old friends. 
Questions? Contact Elizabeth Lanzillo at 
eschnell123@gmail.com. 
  

October 27: Five Love Languages Book Review. In the 
marriage version of the popular book series The Five 
Love Languages, author Gary Chapman writes about the 
importance of being able to express love to your spouse 
in a way that your spouse can understand. He calls this 
type of communicating using the five love languages. Join 
us as Elizabeth Lanzillo leads us in a conversation about 
how spouses can learn each other‟s love language and 
not let love get lost in the translation. The framework is 
applicable to parenting and other relationships, too. We‟ll 
meet in the library at 9:30 a.m. Childcare provided. 
Questions? Contact Elizabeth Lanzillo at 
eschnell123@gmail.com. 
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Women’s Distribution Lists. Are you receiving emails and Evites pertaining to 
women‟s groups and programs of interest to you? Alternatively, do you wish to be 
removed from a group‟s distribution list? Please go to our website 
(stmarksglenellyn.org) and choose your distribution list preferences and we will 
work to make the changes promptly. You can indicate your preferences on a 
simple form located in the Resources section of Women‟s Ministries section of the 
site. Additionally, the Women‟s Steering Team is actively looking for folks willing 
to help us reach out to those who are not online via personal phone calls and 
written correspondence. Contact information for the Steering Team is also listed 
in the Resources section of the St. Mark‟s website. Thanks for your help. 

Inspired by the Philosophy and Practice of  
St. Mark’s Preschool 

 

I was an elementary school principal and an expectant mom.   Already committed to the St. Mark‟s community and the early 
childhood philosophy of Reggio Emilia, it seemed a perfect fit to join the preschool board and help create the school I would 
want for my daughter.  I am proud of the learning environment that has evolved and honored to be part of this team of 
professionals and educators . 
 

During the spring of 2007, I visited Reggio Emilia, Italy.  The Reggio Emilia philosophy of early childhood education with it‟s 
focus on each child‟s unique journey resonated with my experience as an educator and confirmed my decision to focus my 
doctoral dissertation on architecture and learning.  Our visit included tours of the various preschools and daycare centers, a 
meeting with Council Members of the City of Reggio Emilia who are intimately involved with the schools themselves, and 
stimulating lectures and conversations regarding the history, philosophy and practice of Reggio Emilia with leading 
educators in the field of early childhood education. Some of the aspects of these schools that most positively struck me are 
the fact that each took on it‟s own flavor and culture depending upon the surrounding culture and past history of the land 
itself, the careful design of learning spaces that were catered to the tiny inhabitants and their curious minds, the art of 
observation and documentation that seemed a staple in each learning environment, and the collaboration that took place 
among educators, parents, children and the community itself.  
 

Reggio Emilia has not only influenced our early childhood program but it has profoundly influenced early education centers 
around the world.  With the child as the major protagonist in his/her own learning joined in triad with the parent and teacher, 
each child‟s journey is uniquely different taking him/her from where they are and moving them forward as learners and 
citizens of a larger community.  I‟ve learned from our very talented teachers as they put a philosophy in which I full-
heartedly believe into action.  Visits to the preschool revealed a stimulating environment where children engaged in creative 
play, reading stories, drawing, painting and much more.  As documentation of learning is one of the hallmarks of the 
philosophy, you will see exhibitions of student work throughout the hallways and classrooms.  Furthermore, each child has 
a personal portfolio that demonstrates his/her personal attributes, interests and growths.   
 

As protagonists in the learning process, parents are offered multiple opportunities to learn and participate.  You are cordially 
welcome to join us for quarterly parent coffees as we learn about this special philosophy and how it plays out at St. Mark‟s.  
You are welcome to join as a parent, a prospective parent, or a member of the St. Mark‟s congregation.  We‟ll read articles, 
talk about explorations and happenings, and discuss relevant topics to the preschool experience.  Our first coffee will take 
place at St. Mark's on Wednesday, November 9th at 9:30 am in Room 203 (across from the kitchen). Please R.S.V.P. to me 
via email at deirdre.churchill@gmail.com or sign up in the Preschool Office.  I look forward to another wonderful year 
with St. Mark‟s Preschool and to meeting you and your children. 
 
Warmly, 
Deirdre Churchill 

Women of St. Marks!!!    
Don‟t miss out on the Women‟s Re-
treat March 16 to 18, 2012.   Mark 
the dates on your calendars now!  
We will again be going to The Ab-
bey in Fontana, WI.  Cost will be 
$225/double occupancy for two 
nights, four meals, and spa admis-
sion.  Ask around…you‟ll discover it 
is a time you won‟t want to miss!! 
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Back by Popular Demand 
 for the  

St. Mark’s Pumpkin Fest 
Adult Choir Cheesecake Sale 

 
 

Yum Yum.  You know you love ‘em. 
Order Dates: 

October 15 during Pumpkin Fest 
October 16 during Coffee Hour 

 
Payment is required when you order.  

Pick up will be November 5 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

Blessing of the 
Animals 

 in honor of the 
Feast of St. 

Francis 

Saturday, October 1, 2 p.m. 

St. Mark‟s Episcopal Church 
393 North Main Street 

Glen Ellyn, IL 

 

Bring your cats or dogs, rabbits 
or rodents, and join your fellow 
animal lovers in St. Mark‟s 
Columbarium Garden (north 
side of the church) for a short 
liturgy and individual pet 
blessings. In case of inclement 
weather, the service will take 
place in the Undercroft. Please 
invite any friends or neighbors 
with pets, too! 

Parents’ Day Out 
(PDO) openings on 
Thursdays in our 4+ 
program.  Children 

have been enrolling in 
our beloved and popular 
daytime program for 
many many years. PDO 
meets 9:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  To register or for 
questions,  contact 
Kathy O'Rourke at 
OROURKEKA@SBCGL
OBAL.net. Or 
Frontdesk 630-858-
1020.  
  

 
 


