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Important Dates 

More information in weekly bulletins or at 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org. 
 
June  
  3   8 a.m. worship 

10:30 a.m. Outdoor worship Parish 
picnic 
  9 Men’s group 
10  8 a.m. worship with Holy Eucharist 
 9:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist with sermon 
 and discussion following in the library 
 10:30  a.m. Worship with Holy Eucharist 
10 St. Mark’s PADS 
12 Calendar planning meeting 
12 Worship commission 
12 Finance committee 
 Vestry 
13  W2W Salad supper 
17-22 Mexico Mission trip 
18  DOK meeting 
24  Mexico mission presentation in worship  
 
July 
  4 Office Closed 
  8 St. Mark’s PADS 
28 Children’s Worship Retreat 
30 VBS begins through August 3 

 
Summer PADS  

Volunteers Needed   
            

St. Mark’s is entering into its 
fifth year of supporting the 
PADS Shelter for the homeless in DuPage County. Our 
team will run the shelter at the 1st Congregational Church in 
downtown Glen Ellyn on the second Sunday of each month 
until September. It takes a small army of volunteers to pull 
this off each month, from food donations to folks to fill each 
shift from Sunday evening through the following morning. 
Please continue to help us support this vital program by 
signing up to help for any slots that you can. Sign up sheets 
will be available in the Narthex throughout the spring and 
summer seasons. For any additional information, please 
contact Brian or Cindy Stepien at bstepien@hotmail.co 
or 630-858-2350. Thank you for your support! 

 
 
 

Join the July 4th  
Shopping Cart Brigade! 

 
Don't just watch this year's Fourth of July Parade - be a part of 
it!  OneChurch is sponsoring the Shopping Cart Brigade food drive 
during the parade.  There are plenty of opportunities for people of 
all ages and abilities to participate.  Volunteers can adopt a yard 
sign, distribute door hanger reminders in their neighborhood, and 
post invitations to friends and family on social media.  Parade day 
opportunities include Shopping Cart maneuvers, driving a support 
vehicle, and transferring donations into the Food Pantry. 
Volunteers will meet at 10 a.m. at Grace Lutheran Church to 
decorate the shopping carts and practice their maneuvers. Anyone 
interested in volunteering may contact the Parade Coordinator, 
Dominic LoGalbo, at onechurchparadeinfo@gmail.com  

Summer 2012 Adult Worship  
at St. Mark’s  

Begins June 10 at 9:15 a.m. 
See the Rector’s Message on page 2 for 

complete details. 

mailto:onechurchparadeinfo@gmail.com
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Change is Something to Love 
 
It may have been the Greek philosopher Heraclitus who was the first to say “the only constant 
is change” – or in a more direct translation from the Greek – “Everything flows, nothing stands 
still.” I am reminded on a regular basis of the relentless force of change happening in our 
society, this community, in my own family, in my own self. A recent article in the Chicago 
Tribune revealed profound changes in religion in Illinois and in the country as a whole. Results 
of the once a decade census of American religious congregations show that Muslims are the 
fastest growing religious group in Illinois and now stand as the third largest in the state, after 
Roman Catholics and Independent Evangelicals.  Roman Catholics remain by far the largest 
group – 28% of the population.  In comparison, the next largest, Evangelicals make up 4%.  
The Assemblies of God added 20,000 members, more than any other Christian tradition in the 
state.  Nationwide, Mormonism is the fastest growing religious tradition.  Although not 
mentioned in the article, Episcopalians make up less than 1% of the population, and along with 
all other mainline groups, have lost membership.  Illinois is the second most religiously diverse 
state in the nation, after Pennsylvania.  With so much religion diversity and richness, many 
people are not engage in any religion – in fact, over half of the population. While researchers 
continue to sparse and study this data, one thing is clear – change is happening, and we are 
becoming a more religiously diverse state and nation.  Change is also active within religious 
groups, including Christianity.  Just a few years ago, limbo was declared abolished by the 
Roman Catholic Church. The doctrine of limbo taught that the souls of babies who did not 
receive the sacrament of baptism would be held in a sub-heavenly realm.  Now, church 
doctrine teaches that unbaptized babies may go to heaven.  Meanwhile, Anglican bishop N.T. 
Wright has been on a campaign to help people rethink heaven – not as a place of escape 
somewhere in the clouds but as our destiny here on earth.  Evangelical superstar Rob Bell 
questions the existence of hell in his best-selling book “Love Wins.” What if Hell Doesn’t Exist? 
was the cover title of a recent issue of Time Magazine. Long-held assumptions about heaven 
and hell are being challenged.  Of course, religion may seem relatively static compared to the 
other changes that are going on around us – the explosion of social media, global inter-
connectedness and climate change.  No one has enough perspective to say whether change 
is accelerating or not, but it feels that way.  This is where the Gospel comes in.  On a weekly 
basis, the St. Mark’s community gathers for worship and prayer around images and messages 
that stand the test of time and help us put change in a proper perspective.  John’s Gospel 
reminds us that change is a necessary and inevitable part of life and faith.  Jesus says this to 
his disciples: Listen carefully: Unless a grain of what is buried in the ground, dead to the world, 
it is never any more than a grain of wheat.  But if it is buried, it spouts and reproduces itself 
many times over.  In the same way, anyone who holds on to life just as it is destroys that 
life.  But if you let it go, reckless in your love, you'll have it forever, real and eternal. (John 
12:24, from The Message). With the forces of change ever present, growing religious diversity, 
flux within Christianity itself and the possibility of resentment and anger because of it, let us 
remember that the Gospel, the good news of God, calls us to live into change with courage, 
curiosity, and above all, love. 
 
Yours in Christ – George+ 
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On the Liturgy  
June/July 2012 

 
In Acts 2:42, we read this description of the early church: “They 
devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer-- until summer, 
at which time they dispersed and were never seen again until the 
fall programs started up.” Actually, that latter part is not what the 
Scripture says. Christians have always gathered for worship 
whenever they could. Although we may have travel plans and 
other activities in the summer, joining together for worship at St. 
Mark’s whenever possible should be a high priority as well. We all 
need one another to be present throughout the summer so that 
our worship can be as vibrant as during the program year. 
 

In June we commemorate the First Book of Common Prayer, in 
remembrance of the first public use of that revolutionary book. 
The Book of Common Prayer that you have in your hands is the 
direct descendant of the book prepared under the reign of 
Edward VI in 1549 by a commission of scholars led by 
Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer. It revised several of 
the services of the Church in use at the time and placed them 
together in an English translation, instead of the traditional Latin, 
so that all could understand and fully participate in worship in 
their own language. The Book of Common Prayer is renowned for 
its Scriptural content, theological soundness, and literary 
elegance. 
 

Did you know these facts about the Book of Common Prayer?  It 
has shaped not only Anglican worship and identity, but the 
English language itself, as well as the liturgies of other churches. 
There have been times when it was illegal to read or use this 
book in worship, with severe penalties for anyone who attempted 
to do so. This happened twice in England, during the reign of 
Roman Catholic Queen Mary, 1553-8, and then again during the 
Puritan regime of Cromwell, 1644-60; it was also highly 
controversial in certain pre-Revolutionary American Colonies. 
Today there are a great many national versions of the Book of 
Common Prayer in a variety of languages in use around the 
world, each with its own distinctive features. Despite their variety, 
they all meet the three criteria Archbishop Cranmer set forth in his 
1549 version for that book and all subsequent revisions: the book 
must be founded on Scripture, agreeable to the “old fathers” (that 
is, the early Church), and edifying to the people. With the 70 
million Anglicans in 160 countries around the world, let us give 
thanks for this invaluable resource for public worship and private 
devotion. 
 

--David Fletcher, david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Loving Work of  
Human Hands 

All crafters and all crafts are welcome. Whatever 
your craft, join us Wednesday mornings 
throughout the summer at 10:00 in the church 
library. We will work, learn, chat, and snack 
together until noon. Questions? Contact Lea 
Forsman at lforsman238@gmail.co or Judy 
Jackson at dblj@mac.com.  

 
 
 
 

Scott Bednas writes: On Tuesday, May 15, the 
vestry of St. Mark's participated in a unique 
gathering. The lay leadership of the OneChurch 
project held a combined meeting to share ideas 
and enjoy fellowship. OneChurch is a project 
involving the Episcopal and Lutheran churches 
in Glen Ellyn to promote cooperation in mission, 
service and ministry. OneChurch has produced 
opportunities for combined worship including the 
Tre Ore service on Good Friday at Grace 
Lutheran and the Ascension service at St. Luke 
Lutheran. The joint meeting of vestries 
(Episcopal) and councils (Lutheran) commenced 
with a short introduction from each participating 
church that touched on the joys and challenges 
of each congregation. The participants then 
formed groups of four with one member from 
each of St. Barnabas Episcopal, Faith Lutheran, 
Grace Lutheran, St. Luke Lutheran and St. 
Mark's. These groups became better acquainted 
discussing several questions including: (i) What 
is the greatest joy of your parish?, (ii) What is 
the greatest challenge of your parish?, (iii) What 
is your greatest gift and how do you use that gift 
in your leadership role? and (iv) Where do you 
see the OneChurch project in 10 years? The 
meeting initiated friendships, provoked creative 
thinking and developed an understanding that 
we share many common joys and challenges 
across the five Episcopal and Lutheran 
churches of Glen Ellyn. Please connect with a 
member of the clergy or vestry to learn more 
about OneChurch. 
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Spanish Language Ministry 
 

The Rev. Victor H. Conrado, 
Associate Rector for Spanish Ministries 
associatespanish@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Estamos de verano en San Marcos 
El verano se encuentra entre nosotros y nuestra vida 
parroquial continúa aun con más fuerza y compromiso. 
Hemos vivido juntos momentos muy hermosos en nuestra 
comunidad: nuestra participación semanal se ha 
incrementado, vivimos juntos el tiempo de cuaresma y 
semana santa junto, hemos celebrado primeras 
comuniones y confirmaciones con una gran numero de 
nuestros hijos e hijas viviendo con intensidad su vida 
sacramental, vivimos nuestro retiro de pentecostés y 
experimentamos como nuestra vida al lado de otros 
hermanos y hermanas episcopales nos reta a permanecer 
unidos y a orar los unos por los otros ahora fortalecidos 
con el poder del Espíritu Santo. 
Queremos agradecer a nuestros hermanos y hermanas 
que nos han regalado su tiempo y talentos de forma 
generosa. Lo que cada una de estas personas nos ensena 
es que la parroquia no es propiedad de una sola persona, 
sino que es propiedad de cada uno y una que hace parte 
de esta parroquia y que se quiere que todos los talentos se 
pongan a disposición de todos y todas en la comunidad. 
Muchas gracias a todos y todas y esperamos que su 
ejemplo motive a muchas otras personas. 
Ahora continuamos mirando hacia el futuro y queremos 
invitarte a que te unas más y más a nuestra vida parroquial 
en las siguientes actividades que hemos organizado juntos. 
Estos eventos están abiertos a todos y todas. Así que no 
sientan que la lengua va a ser una limitación u obstáculo 
para vivir de verdad una experiencia del Señor a través de 
nuestra parroquia. A continuación les presento una lista de 
estos eventos: 
Visita a sus familias se estarán organizando por el P. 
Víctor Conrado para acompañarles en sus casas y celebrar 
una misa, bendecir su casa o simplemente para tener una 
charla informal. Las personas interesadas por favor 
contacten al P. Víctor para organizar su horario. Tel.: 630-
858-1020 X233.  
 

Clases de ingles como segunda lengua las estamos 
ofreciendo todos los martes y jueves de 6:30pm a 9:15pm 
para todas personas interesadas. No se necesita ser 
parroquiano de San Marcos para atenderlas. No tienen 
ningún costo para las personas que deseen participar. Se 
ofrecerá servicio de guardería para las personas que 
tengan que cuidar a niños o niñas. 
 
 
 

Durante los meses de junio y julio tendremos 
inscripciones abiertas para las personas 
interesadas en recibir el Sacramento de la Primera 
Comunión y de la Confirmación. Esta es una gran 
oportunidad para invitar a sus familiares y amigos a que 
se unan a nuestra vida parroquial.  
 

Domingo, junio 3 tendremos nuestro Picnic Anual 
que comenzara con una misa 10:30am en el pabellón 
del Herrick Lake de Glen Ellyn. Nuestra misa dominical 
de la 1:00pm tendrá lugar como cada domingo. 
 

Campamento de Drama y Canto del 25 al 29 de junio 
desde las 9:30am hasta el medio día. Estará dirigido 
para niños y niñas de 3o a 8o grado. Tiene un valor de 
$50 por cada estudiante y tenemos descuento para 
familias. 
 

Escuela Vacacional de Biblia comenzara el día 30 de 
julio y termina el 3 de agosto. Este tendrá lugar desde 
las 9:30am hasta el mediodía. Esta dirigido 
especialmente para niños y niñas de 4to grado hasta 
entrando a 5to grado. Tiene un valor de $30 por niño o 
niña o de $60 por familia. 
 

Queremos comenzar a organizar nuestra Educación 
para Adultos durante este verano. Ya estaremos dando 
a conocer los días, horas y temáticas en que las 
estaremos ofreciendo. 
Durante este verano no tendremos nuestra misa los 
sábados. Invitamos a voluntarios para que nos motiven 
el rezo con el Santo Rosario los sábados a las 9:30am. 
 

Como pueden ver nuestra vida parroquial continúa y 
esperamos contar con su presencia y participación en 
cada una de estos momentos. Este tiempo de verano es 
también un tiempo hermoso para invitar a sus familiares 
y amigos. Necesitamos seguir viendo crecer nuestra 
parroquia y queremos que nos ayudes a hacerlo. Tu 
testimonio y contactos son muy importantes para 
nosotros. 
 

Muchas bendiciones para todos ustedes y no se olviden 
de continuar orando por las personas que se 
encuentran inscritas en nuestra lista parroquial de 
enfermos o de personas que se encuentran viviendo 
momentos importantes. 

mailto:associatespanish@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Chaplaincy Training  
at Bishop Anderson 

 

   Before coming to St Mark's, I had been part of 
church groups involved in providing pastoral care. I 
provided care to the homebound and the homeless as 
well as those in hospitals, those with terminal illnesses 
and those under stress. Even though we were 
carefully supervised by a priest-in-charge, I never 
received formal training. 
   I was pleasantly surprised when I came across 
information about The Lay Chaplaincy Training offered 
by Bishop Anderson House. I had never seen this kind 
of training made available to lay volunteers. I enrolled 
as soon as I was able and for thirteen weeks we 
covered an array of topics critical  to any chaplain, 
which included providing care for the elderly, person's 
with disabilities, the hungry, the dying and those in 
hospitals. These topics were covered by experts in 
each of these fields. Their rich background and 
experience was invaluable. 
   Over the course of the training, a memory of my 
childhood kept coming back as I reflected on the many 
ways a lay chaplain can serve his/her community . My 
parents divorced when I was seven years old and my 
mother had to raise seven of us children on her own. 
Despite this challenging situation, she often invited 
people experiencing a difficult situation to our home to 
share a meal with us. Our guests ranged from a 
stranded traveler, a thirsty street vendor, neighbors, 
family or friends experiencing distress or disease. We 
would all gather around our dining table and break 
bread. We would listen intently to a gist of their life 
journey. We heard stories of joy and sorrow. This 
experience taught me that we all can be 
compassionate regardless of our situation or condition. 
   The training at Bishop Anderson House provides the 
skills to be a lay chaplain and reminds us that we can 
be present for others in times of sorrow, need and joy. 
Listening and being present to someone experiencing 
hardships can be a true gift. After this training, I 
realized that my mother had been an example for the 
role of the chaplain in my life. I want to apply the skills 
I learned at Bishop Anderson House 
at St Mark's. I want to be available to 
parishioners experiencing life 
challenges as well as blessings. 
 

Lucia Conrado 
 

Celebración de las Confirmaciones  
Sábado 19 de mayo: en la parroquia de St. Andrew in 

Downers Grove. 

Parents, Kids  
and Money 

Matters®  

June 10 at 10:30 am in Rooms 203/204. This is a 50-
minute Family educational event for parents and their 
kids ages 6 to 10. The parent session discusses how 
movies, advertisers, and friends can all affect your kids’ 
attitudes about life—and money. Find out how to talk to 
them about influences, choices and responsible money 
habits. The children’s program runs concurrently and is 
designed to teach children how to SAVE, SPEND & 
SHARE (learning about stewardship). Students receive 
a free piggy bank with three partitions so they can 
practice what they have learned. Childcare is available 
for younger children upon request.  
 

For more information or to reserve your seat, please 
email: Jill Bednas, 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.  
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Children’s News 

Contact Jill Bednas childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Registration is now open for children 
4 years through“entering” 5

th
 grade! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Vacation Bible School 2012 

July 30 - August 3 from 9:30 am to Noon 
 

Registration form is online at www.stmarksglenellyn.org. 
 

You may wish to register one or more of your children. Registration fee is $30 per child 
for the week/$60 maximum per family. (Scholarships available). 

 
Questions?  please call Jill Bednas, Director, Children's Ministry-  

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church at 630/859-1020, ext. 227 or email:  childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 
 
 

Volunteers are needed & Nursery childcare will be provided 
for those volunteering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration Forms can be found online at stmarksglenellyn.org  
or in the Narthex 

 

Optional “PDO Childcare Days” 

for children 2 & 3 years old. 
 

There will be a special session of “Parents Day Out” for 2 & 3 year olds  during VBS week (July 30 through 

August 3 from 9:30 – noon).  This session is $20/day/child and will be staffed by our teachers as a fundraiser 

to refurbish the St.Mark’s Playground.  
 

Sign up now at the PDO registration table to secure your spot! 

http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Drama & Music Camp  
For children and youth entering 3

rd

 to 8
th

 grade 

June 25 – 29 at St. Mark’s  

9:30 a.m. – 12 noon 

 
Professional performer and musician, John Campen 

is the Director for this week-long camp.  

Your children will learn about the basics of live theater and vocal production (spoken & sung) through a 
combination of theater and improvisation games, vocal exercises, and group acting exercises.  The week-long 
camp will culminate in a live production presented by the campers at St. Mark's on Friday evening.  The cost is 
$50 per student for the week and sibling discounts are available.  Camp will offer "two tracks" (3rd - 5th) and 
(6th - 8th).  Come for the friendship, stay for the fun! 

For more information call Jill Bednas, Director Children’s Ministry at 630-858-1020  
or email: childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

 

Registration Form 
 

Mail form with payment to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 393 N. Main Street, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137.  The cost is $50 per 
student for the week and sibling discounts are available.  Please make checks payable to St. Mark’s Church with “Drama 

& Music Camp” in the memo space.  Registration deadline June 10, 2012. 
 

 
 

Child’s Full Name Birthdate 
  

Grade/ 
Fall 2012 

Allergies/other* 
  

1.       

Parent/Guardian Name: 
  

E-mail Address: 

Home Address:                                                                            City/Town: 
  

Home Phone:                                Cell Number:                           Work Number: 
  

Emergency Contact Name/Number: 
  

Chorister Choir 
 

We appreciate the commitment of this year’s Choristers. Congratulations to Aerin Baker and Pierce 
Bednas for completing three years as choristers. Choristers who have served for two years were Charlotte 

Alcorn, Richie Janney, and Hayden Wulf. First year Choristers this year were Charlie Adler, Mira Alcorn, Carmen Chavez, 
Mahla Hill, Anna McAlpine, Katie McAlpine, Charlie Shorney. We are especially thankful for Marilyn Justus, who has served 
as our faithful accompanist this year.  
 

Choristers are on break now, but will start a new year on Wednesday, September 5. This group is open to all children, 
Kindergarten – Second grade. A new group for Third – Fifth graders will begin rehearsing in the fall, also starting on 
September 5th.  

Registration is now open for children 
4 years through“entering” 5

th
 grade! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Vacation Bible School 2012 

July 30 - August 3 from 9:30 am to Noon 
 

Registration form is online at www.stmarksglenellyn.org. 
 

You may wish to register one or more of your children. Registration fee is $30 per child 
for the week/$60 maximum per family. (Scholarships available). 

 
Questions?  please call Jill Bednas, Director, Children's Ministry-  

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church at 630/859-1020, ext. 227 or email:  childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 
 
 

Volunteers are needed & Nursery childcare will be provided 
for those volunteering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration Forms can be found online at stmarksglenellyn.org  
or in the Narthex 

 

http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Youth Update 
 

Contact the Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at 630-858-1020 x226 or emolitors@yahoo.com. 

Confirmation  
May 19 

 

Amelia Benich Cooper Clynch 
Arno Curtis  Erin Delany 
Sarah Delany Will Delany  
Caroline Fry Ian Gillespie  
Lauren Glavin  Ian Grant-Funck 
Molly Hughes  Caitlyn Reick  
Maggie Schreck Christina Sedall 
Emily Sexauer Geo Smith  
Marin Walor 

2012 Confirmand Reflections 
 

My name is Geo Smith. I am currently in 8 grade at Hadley Junior 
High. Next year I will be going to Glenbard West High School. I have 
been a part of St. Mark’s for almost 6 years now. Throughout the 
past two years, I have done many things at St. Mark’s that were 
special to me from Good-Thing Bad- Thing during Sunday school, to 
helping with the pumpkin patch. These are two specific examples of 
how being a person of faith is important to me: by being part of a 
community and helping others. 
Good-Thing Bad-Thing is an activity that we do at the beginning of 
each Sunday school class and we explain a good thing and/or a bad 
thing about our past week. This was special to me because I felt like 
I got to know my classmates better and become more comfortable 
around them just the way I will with the rest of the church as I am 
ready to be confirmed. 
I enjoyed unloading, selling, and turning pumpkins also. Helping 
make PADs lunches as a class felt the same for the same reason. 
Not only seeing many people working together and having a good 
time made this special, but knowing that I was helping people in 
need. This was a fun experience to have as a group, and it showed 
that doing these things is simple. As a confirmed Episcopalian, I 
have the experience to identify needs people have and I can begin 
to address them as an individual. 
I feel I am ready to be confirmed because I am recommitting to my 
baptism. I can better understand why I come to church to be with a 
community and family.  

Hi, I'm Amelia Benich. I'm in grade 8 at Hadley Jr. High--I'm going 
to Glenbard West next year. I've been going to St. Mark's since I 
was born. 
Music and words go hand in hand with me. When I read a good 
book, I look for a good soundtrack for it. When I'm writing, I have to 
listen to the right music or I won't get as fantastic of results. As I  
 

learn a piece of music, I look for a story I can tell. Now, I had a 
problem. The Bible never seemed to make sense--if there really 
was a God, why are there so many problems in the world? Hun-
ger, pollution, war, terrorists--how could God let them exist? It 
didn't seem to help that many of my prayers went unanswered. 
My parents came home from my sister's choir concert in Decem-
ber and immediately play the carol the choir had sung on  a CD. 
We had to turn  up the volume, but once I heard the quiet, holy-
melody mixed with the divine harmony...something had come 
over me. This one song felt holy, like God had written it himself. 
Like how Einstein thought math was so perfect it was godly, mu-
sic is my connection to the word. When I am/was confirmed, I 
heard the music, and I felt like I truly believed. The carol is called 
The Lamb. Thank you. 

Hi, I’m Erin Delany. I’m 14 and I currently attend Hadley Jr. High 
School. I will be going to Glenbard West next year. I attended St. 
Mark’s when I was young; my family left, and came back again 
when I was about 11. When I came back, I to assimilate into the 
St. Mark’s community again, and I realized that what I liked best 
about the St. Mark’s community was the fellowship. Here, every-
one is accepted; people love God, and people love each other. 
When I started learning the Baptismal Covenant in my confirma-
tion class, the promise that stood out to me the most was, “Will 
you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself?” This stands out because in coming to St. Mark’s, I 
continue to see how Christ is working in every person’s life, and 
how easy it is to look for and see Christ in everyone. I think I can 
continue to serve people as long as I keep seeing that, which is 
why I believe I am ready to be confirmed. 

Hi, my name is Will Delany. I am 14 years old, and I have been 
attending St. Marks for roughly 10 years. I am currently attending 
Hadley Junior High School, and next year I will attend Glenbard 
West High School.  So what does confirmation mean to me? I 
was looking through the prompt suggestions, and they listed the 
last couple questions of the baptismal covenant, the ones that 
are answered by I will, with God’s help. The confirmation class 
has always made the PADS lunches for the first congregational 
church, and once I got the opportunity to go and actually serve 
and volunteer with PADS there for the setup and dinner shift. It 
was a great experience, a life-changing one as well, to see how I 
could help someone to be warm and fed with 2 or 3 hours of my 
time on a Sunday night. Going back to the baptismal covenant, 
there is one question reading “will you seek and serve Christ in 
all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?” I think this really 
connected with me. These vows were made for me almost 15 
years ago. Now that I have made them for myself, I realize the 
commitment, but also the joy of taking them and making them my 
own. I am looking forward to many more opportunities to serve, 
whether it will be in PADS or any other ministry wherever God 
may lead me. 
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Nicola White, 
College of DuPage, 
Glen Ellyn, IL 

New Adventures for Graduates 
Graduating High School Seniors were recognized and honored during services on Sunday, May 13. Please 
join in congratulating these young people on their great accomplishment, and wish them well as they go off to 
college and careers: 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
  
  
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
  

John Walor, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, IN 

Mary Caroline Benich  Emerson 
College, Boston, MA 
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realize the commitment, but also the joy of taking them and 
making them my own. I am looking forward to many more 
opportunities to serve, whether it will be in PADS or any other 
ministry wherever God may lead me.  
Hi, my name is Christina Sedall, I am 14 years old and I will 
be attending Glenbard West next year! I remember when my 
best friend Bea and I were in her garden when she told me 
about her family, and what she did with her life. Iremember as 
we drank juice in the shade of the trees she had asked me 
who I wanted to be, what I wanted to do with my life. Right off 
the bat I could’ve named occupations like a pro soccer player 
or a naturalist. I realized though she didn’t mean the jobs that I 
dreamed of but what was I going to do now, how was I going 
to start leaving my mark on the world, making the many hopes 
and dreams of mine a reality. As we sat pulling weeds, our 
hands in the soil, we talked about all that I desired for our 
world to become. Even as I headed back home that afternoon 
with my trowels and sheers clanging together, Bea’s questions 
still rung in my ears.  
 Now a few years later, Bea has passed on but I still think 
about what she asked me that day in the garden, especially 
when I recite the baptismal covenant on Sundays. When we  

say, “ I will with God’s help,” I make a promise to myself than 
when my life flashes before my eyes; it will be worth watching. 
Because if there is anything I learned from Mrs. Reed, Mr. 
Linstrom, Mr. Flynn and my mentor Mrs.Leid, it’s to find God in 
my own way. I may not have made it to church every Sunday or 
attended Sunday school each weekend but I still found God. 
And I found Him best through standing up for what I believe in 
and helping the world and its people. This is why I am ready for 
confirmation because I have created a path for myself that I will 
forever follow with my faith!  
Good Morning.  

My name is Ian Grant-Funck, and I have been a part of St. 
Mark’s for 11 years. I want to be a part of the Episcopal Church, 
and feel I am now ready. If you asked me yesterday or a week 
ago, I wouldn’t have been sure. But now I’m ready. I’ve gone 
through some tough times. But I know that I can always come 
back here for guidance. Year after year. I must work with God 
to find my own center. And I will find it. With him I’ve felt His 
presence, many times before. Mainly in repetition. Repetition of 
the Baptismal Covenant, repetition of just feeling his presence. 
church every day for a week. I feel His presence most then. 
And I will use His guidance in my life. Now, and forever. Amen. 
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Hi, my name is Molly Hughes. I’m in grade 8 at Hadley Junior 
High, and I will be going to Glenbard West next year for high 
school. I have been apart of St. Marks for as long as I can 
remember. I was baptized here at St. Marks, and started going to 
Sunday school when I was in kindergarten. I have been doing a 
lot of things through the church ever since then. But, the thing that 
stood out the most for me was helping with PADS at first 
congregational. It was great seeing how happy and thankful the 
people were to be given shelter and food for the night. When I 
would go to church services in my earlier years at St. Marks, I 
always just thought of it as something my parents made me go to. 
As a matter of fact, most times I would even have a pad of paper 
with me to doodle on during the services. But as I grew older, I 
slowly started to figure out the reason why my parents brought me 
to church every Sunday. That reason is faith. And eventually I 
realized that I don’t need my parent’s guidance to have faith. 
Because I know that I want to have faith. And I know that I was 
ready to be confirmed.  

Hi I’m Marin Walor. I’m in grade 8 at Hadley Junior High and I 
will be going to Glenbard West next year. I’ve been a part of St. 
Mark’s Church since I was born and have been involved in 
acolyting, PADS, daycare,  Pumpkin Patch and Sunday school. I 
think I’m ready to be confirmed now because I have learned so 
much during my time at St. Mark’s that will help me throughout my 
whole life. One thing I learned these past years is patience. In the 
bible they say “since God chose you to be the holy people he 
loves, you must clothe yourself with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.” This means to me 
that God wants everyone to show patience because it is one of 
the most important traits. Without patience I probably would not 
be able to make it through middle school and all of the homework 
that felt like it took forever. But even with all the patience it 
seemed to take, the years flew by. It seems like just yesterday I 
was going to Hadley for the first time and actually started getting 
more involved in church than just going to Sunday school. And 
after all those years I’m coming out of middle school confident that 
I’m prepared for high school and whatever life throws at me. 

Hi, my name is Caitlyn Reick. I’m an eighth grader at Hadley Jr. 
High and I will be a freshman at Glenbard West next year. I was 
baptized at St. Mark’s when I was six months old, but since I lived 
in Naperville I went to a different church. I moved to Glen Ellyn in 
first grade, but my family just started going to St. Mark’s last year. 
 I loved coming to confirmation class every week! I always had 
tons of fun, but don’t worry I learned a lot as well. My teachers 
have taught me so much these past two years. And so have my 
peers. Every week in class, we would start off by saying one good 
thing and one bad thing about our week and we would end by 
reading the Baptismal Covenant. My favorite Baptismal Covenant 
would be “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity of every human being?” To me, this line 
stands out. In my opinion, I think people have a hard time 
following this because you hear of so many wars and fights going 
on, but of course no one is perfect including me. And we all have 
our bad days, but I try to follow that line everyday. I hope 
everyone else tries to follow it too. St. Mark’s has also let me be a 
part of a lot of other activities. 

And I think most of them have helped me grow up a little bit. 
Working in the Nursery helped me become more responsible 
because I had to deal with very small children. I admit sometimes it 
wasn’t a lot of fun having drool on you, but I loved all the kids and I 
had a great time with the other helpers. And selling pumpkins with 
my brother showed me, that first always wear warm clothes because 
you never know how cold it’s going to be, second make sure you 
sign up with your friend because if you sign up with a family 
member, let’s just say you are out there for a long time, and I also 
learned how nice people can really be. And walking the labyrinth 
really helped me reach my spiritual side, and really connect with 
God. And lastly, I could never forget singing in the choir! It was still a 
ton of fun even if I didn’t have the best voice, but I enjoyed singing 
with everyone. I think I’m ready to be confirmed now because I feel 
like I am ready to take on this challenge of becoming an adult and 
continuing to practice my religion. I think I am at the point of my life 
where I am ready to be more mature and do more mature things. 
And by being confirmed, I will have started my adventure. I’m ready! 
 

Hi my name is Cooper Clynch, and I’m an eighth grader at 
Franklin Middle School in Wheaton. One thing that stood out for me 
during the confirmation was working at PADS to help feed the 
homeless. I had no idea how many people in DuPage County were 
homeless and hungry.  I think it is important that the people from St. 
Mark’s are helping the needy through PADS. I felt good being a part 
of a group that volunteered to help. Compared to what I have they 
have so little.  I feel like I’m ready to be confirmed because I’m old 
enough to understand the importance of faith. 

My name is Emily Sexauer. I am in the eighth grade at Edison 
Middle School and will be attending Wheaton Warrenville South 
High School. This last Sunday, Mr. Linstrom, my confirmation 
teacher, told us about Morning Prayer. We learned how to read it 
and how to understand it fully. It made an impact on my faith. I felt a 
deep connection to Christianity. I have that feeling every time I really 
sit down, calm myself and talk or think about my relationship with 
Christ. That’s why I believe I am ready to be confirmed. I am ready 
because I understand the connection between myself and God. I will 
continue to learn about Morning Prayer and will also devote time to 
service to live out my baptismal promises. I was inspired recently by 
Psalms 71. It states “O God, from my youth thou hast taught me, 
and I still proclaim thy wondrous deeds. So even to old age and gray 
hairs, O God, do not forsake me, till I proclaim thy might to all the 
generations to come.” My faith has carried me throughout my life, 
and because of people like Mrs. Reed, Mr. Flynn, Mr. Linstrom, 
Bishop Lee, My confirmation mentor Mrs. Toliver, and my family,  I 
am ready to take that big step in my life, to become even closer in 
my relationship with God. 

Hi, I’m Arno Curtis. I am currently in grade 8 at Hadley Jr. High 
School and will be a freshman at Glenbard West next year. I am 14 
years old and have been part of the St. Marks community for about 
2 years. Over the course of those two years, I have met some and 
ready to lead the rest of my life the way God has planed for 
wonderful people and have had an incredibly wonderful experience. 
However, the most important thing to me was meeting every Sunday 
morning in the preschool room (occasionally missing a few due to 
other conflicts), and talking about our weeks, what is going on in our 



Page 11 

June-July 2012  

And I think most of them have helped me grow up a little bit. 
Working in the Nursery helped me become more responsible 
because I had to deal with very small children. I admit sometimes it 
wasn’t a lot of fun having drool on you, but I loved all the kids and I 
had a great time with the other helpers. And selling pumpkins with 
my brother showed me, that first always wear warm clothes because 
you never know how cold it’s going to be, second make sure you 
sign up with your friend because if you sign up with a family 
member, let’s just say you are out there for a long time, and I also 
learned how nice people can really be. And walking the labyrinth 
really helped me reach my spiritual side, and really connect with 
God. And lastly, I could never forget singing in the choir! It was still a 
ton of fun even if I didn’t have the best voice, but I enjoyed singing 
with everyone. I think I’m ready to be confirmed now because I feel 
like I am ready to take on this challenge of becoming an adult and 
continuing to practice my religion. I think I am at the point of my life 
where I am ready to be more mature and do more mature things. 
And by being confirmed, I will have started my adventure. I’m ready! 
 

Hi my name is Cooper Clynch, and I’m an eighth grader at 
Franklin Middle School in Wheaton. One thing that stood out for me 
during the confirmation was working at PADS to help feed the 
homeless. I had no idea how many people in DuPage County were 
homeless and hungry.  I think it is important that the people from St. 
Mark’s are helping the needy through PADS. I felt good being a part 
of a group that volunteered to help. Compared to what I have they 
have so little.  I feel like I’m ready to be confirmed because I’m old 
enough to understand the importance of faith. 

My name is Emily Sexauer. I am in the eighth grade at Edison 
Middle School and will be attending Wheaton Warrenville South 
High School. This last Sunday, Mr. Linstrom, my confirmation 
teacher, told us about Morning Prayer. We learned how to read it 
and how to understand it fully. It made an impact on my faith. I felt a 
deep connection to Christianity. I have that feeling every time I really 
sit down, calm myself and talk or think about my relationship with 
Christ. That’s why I believe I am ready to be confirmed. I am ready 
because I understand the connection between myself and God. I will 
continue to learn about Morning Prayer and will also devote time to 
service to live out my baptismal promises. I was inspired recently by 
Psalms 71. It states “O God, from my youth thou hast taught me, 
and I still proclaim thy wondrous deeds. So even to old age and gray 
hairs, O God, do not forsake me, till I proclaim thy might to all the 
generations to come.” My faith has carried me throughout my life, 
and because of people like Mrs. Reed, Mr. Flynn, Mr. Linstrom, 
Bishop Lee, My confirmation mentor Mrs. Toliver, and my family,  I 
am ready to take that big step in my life, to become even closer in 
my relationship with God. 

Hi, I’m Arno Curtis. I am currently in grade 8 at Hadley Jr. High 
School and will be a freshman at Glenbard West next year. I am 14 
years old and have been part of the St. Marks community for about 
2 years. Over the course of those two years, I have met some and 
ready to lead the rest of my life the way God has planed for 
wonderful people and have had an incredibly wonderful experience. 
However, the most important thing to me was meeting every Sunday 
morning in the preschool room (occasionally missing a few due to 
other conflicts), and talking about our weeks, what is going on in our 

conversations that to a stranger might have made it seem a 
little like a gossip group. Also just talking with Mrs. Reed, Mr. 
Flynn (while he was here), and Mr. Linstrom was great.  
I felt that I was ready for confirmation because, as you may 
remember, I was baptized only a few weeks ago with my 
family. I made the same promises and sacrifices twice during 
baptism and confirmation while fully understanding the 
commitment I was making. I am ready to start a new chapter 
in my life while continuing to live by the promises made in the 
baptismal covenant. 
In the baptismal covenant, all questions are important, but the 
one that asks us to resist evil and when we fall into sin, to 
repent and return to the Lord is the most meaningful to me. 
This is because I know that even when I try my best not to fall 
into sin, I will and God will for give me and He will always love 
me and knows that we all will sin but he always forgives us.  I 
will live the rest of my life living up to these promises by 
believing, loving, and living with Christ. My life will be 
impacted because I will become even closer with God and 
living my life the way He would want me to. 
 

My name is Sarah Delany. I am in grade 8 at Hadley Junior 
High, and I am going to Glenbard West next year. I come 
from a Christian family, so I have been exposed to faith all of 
my life. When I think about faith, I like to think of scaling a 
mountain. You start out at the base, just exposed to Jesus, 
and church, and are staring at your map, in our case, the 
Bible. You may be flipping through it, finding the interesting 
stories, the ones that you find cool, maybe Jesus raising 
Lazarus up from the dead, or feeding the 4000, seeing the 
paths, but not fully understanding what they entail, or where 
they take you. You start on the hike, attending Sunday 
School, listening, but not making the connection of how it all 
fits together. You have fits of faith, but it fluctuates, or comes 
and goes. You sometimes read the Bible, but it sits on your 
shelf most of the time, gathering dust. You continue your 
hike, and then it hits you, out from the trees you can see the 
peak. It is such a wonderful sight, that you continue with 
renewed vigor. This is the hurried stage, when you do 
everything more. You are starting to get the whole “jesus 
Thing”, but it is not all clear. You still doubt, thinking about 
how easy it would be to just walk back down, but you press 
on. In this stage , perseverance has the most importance. 
Many of your fellow hikers have already dropped out, and you 
see the numbers dwindling. Finally, you reach the top. In joy, 
you first look down, seeing all that you have accomplished, 
and then you look up, marveling in the sight of God so close 
to you. I feel I am ready to be confirmed now, because I am 
at the top of the mountain, mature enough to reach the top, 
and inspired enough to keep God close to me, even as I get 
ready to climb back down and resume my life. One of the 
biggest challenges is not getting to the top of the mountain, 
but retaining the same feeling when you get back to the 
bottom. The most important baptismal promise for me now is, 
“Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of 
God in Christ?”  This may be one of the most difficult to 
embody, but Jesus makes it known to us in Matthew 28:19 –  
 

20 “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

Hi my name is Maggie Garcia Schreck I’m 14 and in grade 
8. I am currently not at school due to previous events but I use 
to go to Franklin Middle School. Next year I will be attending 
Wheaton Academy. I’ve been going to St. Marks around 7 
years. Over the past two years I got a lot out of Sunday 
school. It was a great learning experience and it meant more 
to me because I had great Sunday school teachers. I 
connected with Mrs. Reed, she was not only there for me on 
Sundays, but she encouraged me a great deal and helped me 
with some Wheaton Academy things. A event we did in 
Sunday school I enjoyed doing was making PADS lunches 
because I felt like I was helping out somebody.  
I think I’m ready to be confirmed because I’ve seen God a lot 
during this difficult year. I’ve seen him through people’s actions 
or what they say. I’ve also seen him through my dance. The 
most times I’ve felt like he has been there for me were when I 
was struggling through some challenges. I felt like he is trying 
to guide me to the right path and get me back on track so I can 
achieve in my future life. I learned lots of things in Sunday 
school that helped me understand him more. I still have the 
rest of my life and beyond to actually get to know him though. I 
would like to become even closer and learn more about him; 
that is one of the reasons why I will be attending Wheaton 
Academy.  
A line from the baptismal covenant that stands out to me 
would be  “Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?” This line 
means a lot to me because I can relate to it 100%. This past 
year I have struggled with some of the choices I’ve made and 
have gotten into dicey situations and have sinned. I’m not 
saying I’m a bad person because I don’t believe any one is 
bad. I just think people make bad decisions that screw up their 
lives or have some sort of effect. I didn’t always turn to God 
when I made bad decisions, but I would always remember that 
God loved me still. I later would though, when I was in the 
worst states I’d pray and ask for forgiveness. I always felt like 
he wouldn’t answer or wasn’t actually there. I then realized it 
was because I wasn’t fully letting him into my heart. I also 
learned that he wouldn’t always reply right away but that is 
because I wanted an answer right there and then. I knew that 
he was listing but would answer eventually so I just kept 
trusting, hoping and believing. I’m still working on being patient 
and waiting, but I know I’ll eventually hear from him because I -
have once before. I will live out the baptismal promises by 
remembering all the times I talked to him but also by the 
experiences I’ve had. I can share this with others when they 
get in some of the same situations.  
All of this comes to the decision I made about where I will be 
going to church on Sundays. I will still be attending St. Mark’s, 
but also going to some Catholic churches too.  
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Hi my name is Lauren Glavin. I currently attend Hadley Junior 
High and will be going to Glenbard West next year.“Why do I want 
to be confirmed?” I’m sure that that is the question that is running 
in the back of all your minds, or if that’s not it, it’s probably “Does 
she even WANT to be confirmed; or are her parents just making 
her?” No, this is my choice. My baptism and my first communion - 
those were times when my parents were leading me towards the 
door and opening it up for me. 
Now, this is the time when I let go of their hands and take that first 
step. There are two big steps that I’m making, the step into that 
door of being confirmed into the Christian faith, but also the high 
school step.  
Going off to high school is a big and a somewhat scary step, but 
now I know that whatever and wherever life may bring me, there 
is at least one place that I can call home.  
I have been a part of St. Marks for 93% of my life, yes, I did do 
math on a weekend, but I don’t look at that number, in this case, 
math doesn’t matter - what matters is that I have found a family. 
And I’m not just talking about the people who sit at the 10:30 
service on the left side of the sanctuary in the pew with the pole. 
I’m talking about my family that is sitting in all of the pews at St. 
Mark’s. When I look around, I don’t see strangers, I see my family. 
St. Marks has become my home, so when I’m doing things like 
helping out in the nursery or doing a reading, it’s not like a chore I 
have to do at home, I do it because this church has helped me 
grow into who I am today and it deserves to be thanked in any 
way that it can. Just like all of you deserve to be thanked because 
you took part in helping me grow up into the girl I am today. The 
girl who was so excited to be confirmed, and excited to have that 
welcome mat place outside that door for her to walk through. So 
thank you, thank you for everything. 

Hello, my name is Ian Gillespie. I am thirteen years old. I am in 
eighth grade and currently go to Franklin Middle School in 
Wheaton, but next year I will be going to Wheaton North High 
School. I have gone to St. Marks ever since I moved to Illinois in 
two thousand and three, nine years ago, when I was only five 
years old. 
I was baptized along with my brother, Paul, six and a half years 
ago, when I was seven and he was four. I don’t think either of us 
actually knew exactly what was happening. In fact, Paul was 
afraid to get baptized, because he saw that all of the babies who 
were baptized would cry when the water was poured over them, 
so he assumed that being baptized was painful. While I didn’t 
share this belief, I wasn’t really sure what baptism really meant. I 
just thought of it as a ritual, a thing that people had to go through. 
Now I see it as much more. Baptism is a promise for a person to 
love, to follow, and to serve God, and a promise for God to 
continue to love, guide, and lead that person through their life. 
Almost seven years ago, someone else made that promise for 
me, but now that I have a better idea of what that promise means, 
I can make that promise for myself. 
Out of all of the questions in the Baptismal Covenant, I think that 
the most important and meaningful is this: “Will you strive for 
justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being?” It reminds us to be an organization of 
inclusion, not one of exclusion, and it reminds us that all are 
welcome in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

My name is Caroline Fry; I am 13 years old and in 8th 
Grade at the Avery Coonley School. Next year, I will be 
attending St. Andrew’s School in Middletown, Delaware. I 
have been at St. Mark’s my whole life.  
Throughout my confirmation journey at St. Mark’s I have 
shared fellowship and faith with my friends. Over the past few 
summers, I have volunteered at Vacation Bible School in 
August. I have enjoyed helping younger children to start their 
fellowship at such a young age. After growing up at St. 
Mark’s, I feel prepared to be confirmed now. St. Mark’s has 
given me the privilege of being in a safe environment where I 
was allowed to wonder and question.  
Of all of the baptismal questions that were answered upon 
my behalf on my baptism, the most important to me now is 
will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 
neighbor as yourself. This question is especially important to 
me because next year, every Tuesday, I will have the 
opportunity to volunteer as a tutor for students at local 
schools or help disabled children learn how to swim. These 
opportunities can help me to serve Christ by helping others in 
a positive way. An area of growth for me is to see Christ in all 
people by working on my tolerance and patience. By working 
with these opportunities, I will be able to carry the lesson I will 
learn to help me to continue to live out my baptismal 
promises in the future.  
After I am confirmed, I will feel more of a part of the church by 
having more opportunities to help more people. While I am in 
high school, the Episcopal Church is part of everyday life. Mr. 
DeSalvo, the Chaplin at St. Andrew’s has said that “We want 
students to know what is true, and we want them to love what 
is good, and we want them to do what is right.”  I want to 
strive to live by these ideals, in high school and throughout 
the rest of my life. 

Thanks to the adults 
who have acted as 
mentors for these young 
people, and for Kim 
Reed, Paul Flynn and 
Jeff Linstrom who have 
taught the 7/8th grade Confirmation.  



Page 13 

June-July 2012  

St. Mark’s Mission Trip to Mexico 
  

On June 17, eleven youth and adult parishioners from St. Mark's will leave on a mission trip to the Diocese of Southeast 
Mexico. This will be our seventh visit to San Marcos in Nigromante. Once again, we will help with Vacation Bible School and 

with projects around the church, but most importantly, we will visit with our friends in Nigromante, a ranching town of 5,000 

people on the border of the Mexican states of Veracruz and Oaxaca. Please pray for the parish of San Marcos, for those St. 

Markers who will be traveling there, and for the continued relationship with our companion parish. 
  

Please Pray for Those on the St. Mark’s 2012 Mission Trip to Mexico: O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the 

whole creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel on the Mission Trip to Mexico; surround 

them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey's end; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. (Prayer for Travelers, Book of Common Prayer) 
  

This year's trip participants are: The Rev. George Smith, The Rev. Elizabeth Molitors, The Rev. Victor Conrado, Frances 
Smith, Molly Toliver, Horacio Chavez, Yesenia Barrera, Vanessa Cabrera, Olivia Vanderlei, Ben Vanderlei, and Kim 
Reed. 
  

Also, we invite you to join us during Sunday services on June 24 to see pictures and hear about the trip! If you can't 
make it, please come to our August Taco Bar Lunch and Presentation (it's free!) to learn more about our relationship with 
San Marcos.   

Annual Tea 
 
The women of St. Mark's and their many guests enjoyed tea fare and fellowship at 

our Fourth Annual Women's Tea. This year’s theme was a “Vintage Garden 
Party.” In addition to the scrumptious food and fellowship, Master Gardner Carol Sherby 

presented information on garden design. Thank you to the many committee 
members who made the event possible – Martha Pfferman (co-chair), Bryn Wulf 

(co-chair), Rachel Alcorn, Jill Bednas, Miriam Curtis, Leslie Delaney, Sophie 
Dempsey, Carin Fanter, Merrilee Hall and Caroline McAlpine. Also many thanks to 

Rachel Alcorn for setting the scene using her interior design talents and for  
photographer Lesley Arlasky for capturing the event with her gifted eye. 

June is Nursery Volunteer Appreciation month.  

The St. Mark’s nursery is located on the lower level in the Education Wing and has been led by our Nursery 
coordinator Ms. Norma for the past 14 years.  Her smile and friendly demeanor makes our Nursery one of 
the most loving spaces in the church that keeps bring infants & toddlers back to St. Marks.  Each Sunday 
starting from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm Ms. Norma Cid has several volunteers who work in the St. Mark’s nursery 
caring for our littlest parishioners.  This band of volunteers boasts many veterans as well as a few 
newcomers.  Please make a point to say Hello & Thank You to our Nursery volunteers when you see 

them.  If you would like to volunteer in the Nursery, please contact Jill Bednas at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org or call 630-
858-1020 x 227.  
 

THANK YOU NURSERY VOLUNTEERS: Anna Gorman, Ann-Marie Cudzilo, Caitlyn Reick Carrie Gowans, Elise Olsen, Evelyn 
Cabrera, Vanessa Cabrera, Heidi Ruskusky, Jamie Littlefield, Jeff Hill, Jocelyn Briones, Kendall Arlasky, Lauren Glavin, Lauren 
Mordini Lisa Baler, Aerin Baker, Liz Valdivia, Marin Walor, Marylu Olsen, Megan Glavin, Melissa Creech, Norma Cid Briones, Olivia 
Vanderlei, Sawyer Hill, Sue Mylander and Sydney Arlasky,. 

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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SUMMER JOBS! 
 

Looking for something to do with your extra time this 
summer? Something that gets you outdoors? 
Something that keeps your feet and knees grounded 
with the earth, but provides heavenly rewards? St. 
Mark’s garden is the place for you. Pots need watering, 
and weeds need picking. Learn the difference between 
weeds and wanted plants! Contact Cheryl Olsen at 
630-790-3741 or bobchero@gmail.com.  

Help Register Families  
for Christmas Baskets 

 
The families served by Cathedral Shelter's Christmas 
Baskets register for the program during June, and 
Cathedral Shelter would love to have volunteers from our 
parish to help with the registration process. Registration 
dates are: Saturdays June 2, 9, 23, 30 and Fridays, 
June 22 and 29. Volunteers are needed from 8:30a.m. to 
4p.m. Contact Kevin McCullough, Director of Operations 
at Cathedral Shelter of Chicago, 312.997.2222.x241 or 
kmccullough@cathedralshelter.org to claim your 
volunteer spot! 

Tell me about 
your book: 

 The Elevator 
Speech 

 

I don't have an "elevator speech," 
but I'm working on it. When I meet 

people - either at a conference or at a backyard barbecue 
- and they ask me what my new book is about, I pause. 
Thoughts start to spin and crash up against each other in 
my mind.  
 

It's about mothering. It's a bunch of funny stories about all 
the mistakes I've made as a mom. It's about the divide 
between the ideal and the real in family life. It's about how 
my fears come into play in my own parenting and the ways 
I try to chase them away. 
 

I usually say, "It's a memoir about raising kids." 
Here's an excerpt from the introduction of the book:  
The vision of my eventual family life came into even 
clearer focus when I worked as a babysitter in high school 
and college.  
 

I noted, with an anthropologist’s vigilant and detached 
gaze, frazzled parents barking at their children before 
leaving me in charge and then, hours later when they were 
off having dinner at the country club, the children speaking 
in those same cutting tones with each other. I saw looks of 
cold hostility pass between the mothers and fathers of 
some of the children for whom I babysat. It strengthened 
my resolve. Such unpleasantness would not befall my 
home when I had children of my own.  
There was no need for it. I would be in love with my 
husband, and he with me. I would model tolerance, good 
humor, and gentleness for my children, and they would 
mirror these traits.  
 

I would be like a stone dropped into a pond, my children 
the ripples, spreading peace and goodwill as they echoed 
away from me into their own lives. Perhaps, I allowed, 
they might bicker on extremely rare occasions, but only 
when they were overtired or coming down with the flu. But 
at those jangly times, I would sashay into the room and 
know just what to say to calm them and help them 
reconnect, and they all would be back on track again. I 
wouldn’t spank them, shame them, or even raise my voice 
toward them. I wouldn’t need to—we would be in such 
sync with one another.  
 

 

I also wouldn’t be imprisoned by convention. As a result, 
my children would always be fully, joyfully, authentically  
themselves. I’d let them paint murals on their bedroom 
walls. I’d allow them to have a dozen different kinds of 
pets. (You want a Saint Bernard? Of course! An iguana?  
Why not? A long-haired Persian cat? How exquisite!) 
They’d choose their clothes and how they wanted to wear 
their hair. 

 

Our home would be an oasis in an uncertain world. I would 
break that old “sins of the fathers” curse and would not be 

burdened by childhood wounds. 
I’d blow my sad memories into the wind, like 
dandelion seeds.  
 

So what's the book about? It's about how 
the heartbreaks, the moments of joy, and 
the labor of raising children makes us 
stronger and more real.   Jen Grant 

Also read Friends without Labels by Jen Grant at http://
www.patheos.com/blogs/thinplaces/2012/05/isabel-and-
sam-friends-without-labels/. 
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Why Don’t We…?  

Do you have a dream, or would you like to see some changes around St. Mark’s buildings or grounds? Share your 
vision or your wish by posting it on the bulletin board displayed in the narthex. Your input will be helpful in planning future 
projects. No dream is too big or too small. Contact Cheryl Olsen at 630-790-3741 or bobchero@gmail.com.  

BOOK REVIEW 
 

JESUS AND SCRIPTURE: Studying the New Testament Use of the Old Testament, by Steven Moyise. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Academic. 160 pages, paper. $21.99.    
 

  For readers of the New Testament who may not have noticed it, Jesus often appealed to words from the Old Testament/
Scripture—Moyise counts nearly sixty quotations of  OT texts, plus nearly double that number of allusions and general 
citations. What was the point of him doing this?  Further, how precisely did he use this important source?   Sometimes to 
illustrate a point he was making. Again, to make some important claim about himself. Or, to answer a claim or an 
accusation made against him. Further he used a broad sweep of references—our author counts twenty six actual 
quotations from the law (eleven of those from Deuteronomy) , sixteen from the writings (from the Psalms), and fifteen from 
the prophets ( seven from Isaiah).        
 

The body of the text before us is divided into seven chapters, four on the Gospels, respectively, and three each on a 
description and discussion of current writers’ analysis of the issues at stake. Each chapter in the Gospel discussions is 
divided into three parts, viz., Jesus and the Law, Jesus and the Prophets, and Jesus and the Writings.  He begins with the 
Gospel of Mark, the shortest of the Gospels (sixteen chapters),  and (according to many) the earliest of the four (he dates it 
between 65 and 69 C.E.). Jesus regards the Scriptures as “the word of God,” and calls for reverence and obedience to its 
commandments. He used the book of Isaiah to accuse his opponents of “blindness, hypocrisy and self- interest” (p. 32). He 
takes Psalm 22 as prophetic, and shows that Jesus ended his career as a “suffering servant.”     In Matthew’s Gospel more 
use is made of the OT than in Mark. One can see how he appeals to the Scriptures in the early chapters (1-3) to cast light 
and interpret early events in Jesus’ career. But the two key passages found in Matthew 4 (the temptation of Jesus) and 
Mathew 5-7 (the Sermon on the Mount) are meant to show both Jesus’ regard/reverence for the Scriptures, particularly the 
Law of Moses,   and the priority of his teachings, viz. “You have heard (the Law)…but I say unto you.”  We can see in 
Matthew the exaltation of Jesus as a great teacher, witness his “five discourses” in chapters 5-7, 10, 13, 18, 23-25, 
including quotations from or allusions to the Scriptures.   
    

On the Gospel of Luke Moyise comments, “It is clear that Luke believes that all the Scriptures point to Jesus…(and) that 
Jesus explained how the Scriptures speak of a Messiah who must first suffer and then enter into his glory” (p. 65).   In two 
key passages, Jesus spoke first to two disciples on the road to Emmaus following his death  and resurrection, where Luke 
writes that “beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted the things about  himself in all the Scriptures” (24:27), 
and later on to the group of disciples in Jerusalem, where he said, “that everything about me written in the law of Moses,the 
prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled (24:44). Finally, in the Gospel of John there are few explicit quotations of the 
Scriptures on the lips of Jesus, actually only four (6:25-29; 10:31-39; 13:18-20;and 15:18-25). Along with these examples, 
John show how Jesus upheld the law, and how he disputed with Jewish authorities concerning what could or could not be 
done on the Sabbath.      
 

For readers interested in what modern biblical scholarship is saying about the issue of Jesus’ use of Scripture, our author 
surveys in chapters 5 through 7 three contrasting approaches, namely, (1) minimalist (illustrated in the writings of G. 
Vermes, J. D. Crossan, and M. Borg); (2) moderate (illustrated in J. Dunn and T. Wright), and (3) maximalist (seen in C 
Kimball and R. France). Generally, these terms refer to the position that few, or many, or all of these quotations in the 
Gospels can be attributed to Jesus, respectively.      
 

This book is written in such a way that most readers can make their way through it without anygreat difficulty. Moyise has 
tried to avoid technicalities or abstruse language, or if necessary has explained terminology or ideas. He has appended an 
adequate bibliography for follow-up study. I can commend it as a stimulating and helpful work.  
       Rev. Dr. Walter M. Dunnett            
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THERE ARE 
BUTTERFLIES IN OUR 

FUTURE! 
 

St. Mark’s has been blessed with the gift of a Butterfly 
Garden! Dr. Carolyn Faivre and Gary Kreutz presented 
a butterfly garden to St. Mark’s and all passers-by at the 
intersection of Main Street and Hillside. The garden was 
planted on the site where a mature blue spruce was lost 
in 2011. Plants and the labor of planting came from 
Jack MacRae and Stephanie of the DuPage Forest 
Preserve - Willowbrook Wildlife Center. Included are 
Culver’s root, rough and smooth blazing star, butterfly 
weed, wild bergamot, spiderwort, New England aster, 
sweet Joe Pye, and Queen of the Prairie. We should 
see a few blooms this summer, and once established, it 
will make a nice haven for some of God’s delicate 
creatures. This is an especially important gift in light of 

THE HARD WORK OF A FEW 
BLESSES ALL 

 

During the Spring Clean-Up on Saturday, April 21, 
St. Mark’s was blessed with the loving hard work of 
several parishioners. Accomplishments were many: . 
Say THANK YOU to these parishioners when you 
see them: Ted Figler, Victor Corado, Michael 
Benich, Bob Olsen, Edna Heatherington, Dick 
Mylander, Julio Reyes, Julio Reyes Jr., Gretchen 
Kenower, George Smith, Beremundo Damian, 
Yolanda Damian, Pedro Damian, Bonnie Schwanz, 
Bob Bernero, Cris Castelli, Karen Doran, Alejandra 
Flores, Yahaira Anuncilla and Dianne Dinse.Lunch 
was partially provided by a Pot Belly gift certificate 
from Brenda Lewis and Jackie Tack. Thank you for 
your gracious, generous labors and the Lord’s 
Peace to all from Cheryl Olsen. 


