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More information in weekly bulletins or at 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org. 
 

August 
1-2-3 VBS 
5 Taco Lunch & Mexico Mission Trip Report  
16 W2W Salad Supper 
26  St Mark’s Open House 
 Meet the SS Teachers 
 

September 
5  Choristers resumes 
 Jr High parents meet 
6  Preschool meet the teachers 
 Sr. High parents meet 
7-9 Choir retreat 
9 Kick off Sunday, SS  
13 Adult Choir resumes 
14 Confirmand mini retreat 
16  Ministry Fair 
21-22-23  Preschool resale  
29-30 Charles’ 25th anniversary 

       Kick Off Sunday September 9th 
 

Kick Off Sunday will be September 9th with the Hot Dog Man 
and Family Fun! 
 

Join us outside on Main Street following the 10:30 worship. 
Contact JoanieSomerville @ jlsomerville@comcast.net for 
more information or to help out. 

       Church library 
 

July 22-Sept 2 
 

                     Fr. George Smith 

SAVE THE DATE… 
Charles Snider has been 
organist and choir master 
at St. Mark's for 25 years! 
A concert will be held on 
Saturday, September 29 

followed by a catered reception. The 
celebration will continue at the 10:30 AM 
service on Sunday. More details to follow 
in the September PostMark. 
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A Summer Story 
 

One of the things I love about being a priest is the privilege and opportunity to get to know people through the 
stories of their lives as they unfold and cross points of joy and sadness, from weddings, births, adoptions and 
baptisms to accidents, illness, divorce and death. I am equally willing and enjoy sharing my own life story. The 
following is a summer memory. 
 

I was born in 1963. The official due date was sometime in May, but I arrived four weeks early at the beginning April 
weighing barely five pounds. I was big enough to avoid the dreaded incubator but small enough that my 
grandmother commented that I looked just like a little monkey. This was obviously retold and relayed to me many 
times. My parents, George and Rosemarie, were pleased to add a son to their family, which already included my 
sister, Eleanor, and from my father’s first marriage, Debbie and Christopher. With my half-siblings away at school, 
we were a family of four as I gained consciousness of the world around me. My younger siblings, Thomas and 
Peggy were born when I was already in elementary school and old enough to remember my mother’s pregnancies. I 
grew up in a suburban neighborhood of Chicago called Hubbard Woods, which straddles sections of Winnetka and 
Glencoe along Lake Michigan and is the name for the local Metra train stop and elementary school. 

 

One of my favorite memories from my childhood is our annual family trip to New Hampshire in late July and early August. 
For the outbound trip, Nana, my maternal grandmother, accompanied my mother, sister and me as we drove our dark 
green Ford Country Squire station wagon across the country - a 1,000 mile trip. With only a week of vacation, my father 
flew out to meet us. Via the interstate highways, the trip took two days with a stopover the first night at the Holiday Inn in 
Erie, Pennsylvania. For lunches, my mother packed a cooler full of hardboiled eggs, baked chicken, peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, cookies and cans of Coca Cola. Our hands were given a good wipe down with “Wash n’ Dry” towelettes. My 
sister and I traded off riding in the “way-back”, a space big enough to lie flat on your back, stare at the vinyl ceiling panels 
and sleep for hours among bags and suitcases. We would arrive at our destination, a town called Holderness, in the 
evening of the second day, as the sun was setting through the pine trees. 
 

Those two weeks flew by, with swimming, mountain climbing, and on rainy days, a trip to the Penny Candy Store. Once a 
summer,, my father wold borrow his sister’s Jeep convertible and top-down drove the Smith cousins to the Dipsy Doodle for 
ice cream. On Sunday mornings, we walked on a path through the woods to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, a small neo-
gothic wood structure built for summer use only. It has since closed and converted into a private residence. Miss Main, who 
seemed at least two hundred years old, played the organ as we sang “Holy, Holy, Holy” and other favorite hymns. The 
sanctuary was dark and smelled old, but the feeling was warm and comforting as I sat in the hard pew next to my sister and 
parents. I’d like to think that my call to ordination had some of its roots at St. Peter’s. It was there but also in all parts of 
those magical summer days that I felt what I would now describe as God’s powerful presence – a mixture of heaviness, 
expectations, night skies, fun, curiosity, fear and the smell of musty pillows, pine needles and pancakes. If the devil is truly 
in the details, God is even deeper, and found in the depths of our stories and memories. You can read more about my 
background on St. Mark’s web site, under “Welcome / Our Staff.”  Enjoy your summer vacations!   
          Yours in Christ -  George+ 
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Pastor Robin to Volunteer in 
Morocco 

 

August 10 Pastor Robin leaves for three 
weeks of volunteering in Rabat, Morocco. 
She will be teaching English to Moroccan 
women with Cross Cultural Solutions. 
Follow her encounters and experiences at 
rcmorocco2012.blogspot.com. Thank you to Abby Fate, Elise Olsen and Katie 

Vondrak for sharing their music in worship on July 15. 



Page 3 

August  2012  

Mexico trip Reflection by George Smith  
This year’s group included eleven adults, youth 
in high school and college, clergy and those 
who attend both the English and Spanish 
language services at St. Mark’s. This was the 
7th consecutive annual visit; the first was in 
June, 2006.  Our destination, Nigromante is a 
small town in Southeast Mexico, a four hour 
drive from the coastal tourist city of Veracruz.  
The economy in Nigromante is based on 
ranching – small “campos” with cattle and 
livestock.  A man who works all day as a 
contract laborer in the hilly landscape can 
expect to make about 130 pesos – about 10 
dollars.  San Marcos, our sister parish, is an 
Episcopal Church with about 100 families.  
There are two Roman Catholic churches, a 
Pentecostal congregation and a Jehovas 
Witness congregation.  But San Marcos is the 
one church in the very center of town, adjacent 
to the town plaza.  After seven years, we have 
scratched the surface of knowing the culture 
and the community.  But we have grown 
steadily with every visit in relationship and trust.  
“What did you do?” That is the first question 
most people ask.  As North Americans, it seems 
to be in our DNA to accomplish something. It 
feels good to say that we helped set up a 
computer lab with air conditioning with a 
connection to the Internet.  But I want to ask 
what I think is a better question: “What are we 
becoming?”  And the answer to that, I believe 
includes the following answers: friends, family, 
enriched by relationship, changed, more 
connected and more aware of God’s  Kingdom.  
Mark’s Gospel recalls Jesus’ invitation to his 
fishermen disciples who were on the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee – “Let us go to the other 
side.”  What happens next recalls the act of 
Creation, the beginning of the world, when 
winds swept over the face of the deep, and out 
of chaos, there was order and calm and a world 
made ready for life.  What do we see when we 
cross to the other side?  At first, there is chaos, 
but then calm and God’s guiding Spirit that 
opens us to the goodness of the Creation and 
the beauty of humanity.  I am reminded also of 
St. Paul’s letter to the people in Corinth.  This 
could be written to us by the people of 
Nigromante:  “Our heart is wide open to you.  
There is no restriction in our affections, but only 
in yours – open wide your hearts also.” 

On the Liturgy   August 2012 
 

August 15 is the day that the Church remembers St. Mary the 
Virgin, mother of our Lord Jesus Christ. From the earliest days of 
the Church, great honor has been paid to the mother of our Savior, 
Jesus.  
  

Along with St. Joseph, Jesus' adoptive father, the Blessed Virgin 
was the person closest to Jesus in his most impressionable years. 
Later, during Jesus' Galilean ministry, she was often with the other 
women who faithfully followed and ministered to the Lord. She was 
among the few who kept watch at the Crucifixion, and after the 
Resurrection was with the Twelve in the upper room watching and 
praying until the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost.  

  

Her role in redemption history is attested by her inclusion in both the 
Nicene and Apostles Creeds. As the early Church found as it 
contested many heresies, those who believe in the incarnation must 
also appreciate the role of the “God bearer,” or Theotokos, Jesus’ 
earthly mother who gave him his human nature. As Gabriel 
predicted, all generations have indeed called her Blessed, and she 
has remained for all ages an example of humble obedience, 
sacrificial love, and unwavering devotion to the Lord. 
  

On August 20 the Church remembers a great abbot, theologian, and 
poet, St. Bernard of Clairvaux. Bernard was born into nobility in 
1090. Unlike his brothers who trained for the military, Bernard chose 
a religious and academic life. Perceiving a monastic call, he entered 
a strict monastery at age 22, persuading a number of male relatives 
to join him.  Under orders of his abbot, he started a new house 
amidst great hardship, which ultimately grew to 60 institutions under 
his direction.  
 

Bernard was best known in his own day for his involvement in 
controversies, including taking sides in a disputed papal election, 
promoting the ill-fated Second Crusade, and attacking views of Peter 
Abelard that Bernard considered too rationalistic and not allowing 
enough room for mystery. He was appreciated by German Jews as a 
"righteous Gentile" for defending them against persecution, who in 
his honor made the name Bernard a popular Jewish name. Today 
Bernard is best known for his devotional writings and his hymns, 
including  "O Sacred Head, sore wounded," "Jesus, the very thought 
of Thee," "O Jesus, joy of loving hearts," "Wide open are Thy 
hands," and "O Jesus, King most wonderful."  
  

The Collect for his feast day expresses much of what the Church 
values in Bernard: "O God, by whose grace your servant Bernard of 
Clairvaux, kindled with the flame of your love, became a burning and 
a shining light in your Church: Grant that we also may be aflame with 
the spirit of love and discipline, and walk before you as children of 
light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever." 
  

David Fletcher   David.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 
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Spanish Language Ministry 
 

The Rev. Victor H. Conrado, 
Associate Rector for Spanish Ministries 
associatespanish@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Reflecto en México Tripa 2012 
Victor Conrado : Esta fue mi primera visita a Nigromante. Mi 
experiencia de este viaje fue marcada desde un principio por las 
personas que mostraron un interés de ir a tener esta experiencia 
de misión por primera vez o a repetirla nuevamente. 
   El P. George Smith y su hija Frances Smith, Madre Elizabeth 
Molitors, Kim Reed, Horacio Chavez, Molly Toliver y ya habían 
visitado en años anteriores Nigromante y para Yesenia Barrera, 
Olivia Vanderlei, Ben Vanderlei, Vanessa Cabrera y este 
servidor fue nuestro primer viaje. 
   La experiencia de tener un equipo misionero hace una 
diferencia muy grande cuando de compartir la Buena Noticia de 
nuestro Señor Jesús se trata. Así, me sentí con estas personas 
que fueron a Nigromante. Fuimos, en un comienzo, un grupo de 
personas que querían tener una experiencia en donde las 
motivaciones eran muy diferentes y pasamos a ser un equipo 
misionero que fue capaz, desde un principio, de dejar todo atrás 
para compartir la vida, nuestra vida con otras personas de una 
forma abierta y sin complejos o prejuicios, con un deseo muy 
grande de vivirla al máximo. Así lo hicimos. Aquí en San Marcos 
cuando hicimos actividades para recaudar fondos o para crear 
conciencia de la experiencia. En Nigromante cada uno de 
nosotros se envolvió en su tarea: unos decidieron su tiempo a 
jugar y catequesis con los niños y niñas del pueblo, otros 
tomaron su tiempo para ayudar en las diferentes labores de la 
cocina y catequesis con las señoras, otros decidieron estar 
presentes en todas actividades para ayudar. Cada uno y una 
mostró gran disposición para ir y quedarse a dormir en las casas 
de parroquianos generosos que querían compartir un poco mas 
con los visitantes. Fue hermoso ver como cada uno decidió 
aceptar la invitación de quedarse con cada una de estas familias 
con gran alegría. Es hermoso ver como cuando salimos de 
nosotros mismos y de lo que se nos hace familiar abrimos 
nuestros horizontes y se fe. Admiro el nivel de compromiso y 
dedicación que Kim Reed ha puesta en esta dimensión de 
nuestra vida parroquial. Su convicción ha contagiado y 
continuará motivando a otras personas. Gracias a mis 
compañeros y compañeras de viaje. Gracias por darme la 
oportunidad de ser parte de este equipo misionero. 
   Esta experiencia de misión me ha cambiado y me ha ayudado 
a sentirme mas parte de lo que somos como parroquia: 
Enraizados en bautismos y proyectándonos hacia el mundo. 
   Ahora es el tiempo de comunicar esta experiencia a otras 
personas y de motivarlos a participar en esta experiencia el año 
entrante. Motívate a vivir esta experiencia que te traerá a vivir tu 
fe de forma distinta y te hará sentir mas orgulloso de ser 
miembro de San Marcos, Glen Ellyn.  

Fechas importantes - Ministerio Hispano en la 
Parroquia de San Marcos, Glen Ellyn 
 
1. Domingos de agosto de 2:30pm a 3:00pm - 
Formacion de Adultos (Que significa ser catolico?) 
2. Segundo Ciclo: Clases de ESL. Examen de 
admision sera el 14 y 16 de septiembre de 6:30pm a 
9:15pm. Posible clases los sabados estaran 
disponibles. 
3. Clases para la Primera Comunion y Confirmacion 
comienzan en domingo 9 de septiembre a las 
11:30am. Inscripciones abiertas. 
4. Reanudaremos nuestro estudio Biblico los 
miercoles a las 7:30pm. Todos son bienvenidos. 

Read 
participants’ 

reflections on 
the June, 2012, 
Mexico trip on 

pages 9-11. 

mailto:associatespanish@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Congratulations to  
St. Mark’s Preschool  

Class of  ‘12! 
 
Hats off to our twelve sensational St. 
Mark’s preschool graduates as they head 
off to kindergarten in the fall:  Mira Alcorn, 
Reece Bednas, Ida Rose Canzano, Elle 
Flanagan, Connor Gowans, Maggie 
Gross, Liam Hepner, Julia Kelly, Kimberly 
Paulino, Allison Penley, Julia Tracy and 
Evie Vondruska.  

 

We loved having you and your family be such an important 
part of our school. Your new 
school will be so lucky to have 
you!  Best wishes for a fun and 
growth filled year at 
kindergarten.    Ms. Meghan, 
Ms. Savannah, Ms. Holly, Ms. 
Amy , Ms. Cindy, Rev. 
Elizabeth and Fr. George. 

Loving Work of Human Hands: All 
crafters and all crafts are welcome. 
Whatever your craft, join us 
Wednesday mornings at 10:00 in the 
church library. We will work, learn, 
chat, and snack together until noon. 
Questions? Contact Lea Forsman at 

lforsman238@gmail.com or Judy Jackson at 
dblj@mac.com.  

PADS Help 
 

PADS needs your help in 
August (12-13) and September 

(9-10): St. Mark's supports the PADS Shelter 
program for the homeless in DuPage County . Our 
team staffs the shelter at the 1st Congregational 
Church in downtown Glen Ellyn on the second 
Sunday of each month through September. We 
provide food as well as staffing from Sunday 
evening through the following morning. Please sign 
up to help on the clipboard in the Narthex. For any 
additional information, please contact Brian or 
Cindy Stepien at bstepien@hotmail.com or 630-
858-2350. Thank you for your continued support! 

W O M E N – T O – W O M E N 
fellowship for women of all ages 

Women-to-Women (W2W) is the umbrella group 
for all our Women’s Ministries. It is a fellowship for 
all women of St Mark’s and has fostered rich 
intergenerational relationships, helping all of us 
experience St. Mark’s as a parish “family.”  
 

 Ladies, take a night off and join 
us for a Summer Salad Supper 
at the home of parishioner 
Marsha Webster at 580 Philips 
Avenue in Glen Ellyn on 
Thursday, August 16 at 7:00 p.m. Bring bread, 
a salad, dessert or a beverage and RSVP via 
Evite. If you are not on the distribution list or 
have questions, please contact Marsha at 630-
542-4677. We look forward to seeing you for this 
relaxing summer evening out! 

Preschool Openings  
Fall 2012 

 
School starts September 11 and we are busy 
preparing for the arrival of our students!   
 

 We have an exciting year planned for the 2012-3 school year 
with some wonderful new additions.  We are thrilled to 
announce that Beth Figler will join our teaching team.  Ms. 
Beth will teach both the morning and afternoon classes with 
Ms. Holly.  In addition, Ms. Amy will bring the highly 
acclaimed Handwriting Without Tears Curriculum to St. 
Mark’s. We are very fortunate to have Ms. Savannah as our 
designated Art Teacher for this year as well. 
 

Our afternoon class meets from 12:45 to 3:00 pm on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays.   If you are still looking 
for a preschool for this year and would like to learn more 
about our program or tour our space, please contact Meghan 
Kaplan, Director, preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org. You 
may also visit our website: www.stmarksglenellyn..org/
preschool.   
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Children’s News 

Contact Jill Bednas 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

New Dates  
Drama & Music Camp  

for children and youth entering 3rd 
to 8th grade 

August 13-17 at St. Mark's  
9:30 a.m. - 12 noon 

 

Professional performer and musician, John 
Campen is the Director for this week-long camp.  
Your children will learn about the basics of live theater 
and vocal production (spoken & sung) through a 
combination of theater and improvisation games, vocal 
exercises, and group acting exercises. The week-long 
camp will culminate in a live production presented by 
the campers at St. Mark's on Friday evening. The cost 
is $50 per student for the week and sibling discounts 
are available. Camp will offer "two tracks" (3rd - 5th) and 
(6th - 8th). Come for the friendship, stay for the fun! 
For more information call Jill Bednas, Director 
Children's Ministry at 630-858-1020 or email: 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Back to School – Back to Choir 
Chorister and Treble  

Choir Rehearsals 
Resume Wednesday, Sept. 5 

 

This year we are starting something new:  
 

Choristers – for Children K – 2nd Grade 
Rehearse 4:15 – 5:00 p.m.  

Treble Singers – for 3rd – 5th Graders 
 

Rehearse 5:15 – 6:00 p.m. 
All are welcome.  Questions?   

 

Contact Marsha Webster  
musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Upcoming Dates to Remember! 
 
Sunday, August 26 – Open House Sunday; meet the 
 Sunday School teachers 
Wednesday, September 5 – Junior High (6-8th grade) 
 Parent Meeting, 7-8pm 
Thursday, September 6 – Senior High Parent  
 Meeting, 7-8pm 
Sunday, September 9 – Kick-off Sunday; first day of 
 Sunday School; hot dog cart during coffee hour 
Friday, September 14 – Mini-Retreat for  
 7/8th grade Confirmands, 7-9pm 

Youth Update 
 

Contact the Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at 630-858-1020 
x226 or emolitors@yahoo.com. 

We Need Your Gently Used  
Children's Clothing, Toys, 

Books and Sporting 
Goods!  

Start cleaning out your closets and play spaces. For 
the summer, you may drop off during VBS or anytime 
you are at St. Mark's. Please place donations in the 
Preschool Art Room 114 (just inside the playground 

door - in the Nursery hallway). You may also bring your 
items directly to Mahon Hall during the week of 

September 17.  
Tax donation forms are available. 

Please be sure and mark the September Resale and 
Preview Party on your calendar: 

Preview Party  
Friday, September 21, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm Open 
to all....be the first to get some amazing bargains! 
Resale : Saturday, September 22, from 9 am to 1 

pm! 
 

If you have any questions, about donations or you 
would like to help sort items for the the Resale during 

the week of Sept 17, please contact Cindy Flynn, 
notnowkato@gmail.com or Rachel Alcorn at 

rachelkara68@gmail.com. Thanks for your help! All 
proceeds benefit St. Mark's Preschool. 
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How Can I Get Involved at St. Mark’s? 
People sometimes ask the question, “What does it take to become a member of St. Mark’s?” Being a member of St. Mark’s 
doesn’t involve signing a membership form or agreeing with some statement of faith, rather it involves three actions: 
  regular participation in worship, 
  a financial commitment, 
  involvement in the ministries and activities of our faith community. 
All of these things support the mission of the church, of being Rooted in Baptism, Growing in Faith, and Branching Out into 
the World. Whether you are new to St. Mark’s, or have been here a long time, please let us know what ministries and 
activities you might like to be a part of. 
 
Name  ___________________  Email  ___________________  Phone Number ________________ 
YES, I’m interested in learning more about (check all that apply): 
 
Worship Ministries:  
 __ Acolyte  __Chalice bearer/Sub-deacon  __Instrumentalist   
 __Choir member (children and adult) __Greeter __Reader  __Usher 
 

Education Ministries:  
 __ Children’s education (Preschool thru 6th grade: Sunday School 
      teacher, volunteer for special events)  
 __ Youth education (7th thru 12th grade: Sunday School teacher, volunteer    
      for special events)  
 __ Adult education (assist with planning and/or leading adult formation 
      opportunities, book groups, bible study) 
 

Prayer and Service Ministries:  
 __ Daughters of the King (prayer group, altar preparation, receptions for 
      weddings and funerals)  
 __ Pastoral Care (flower delivery, visiting homebound parishioners, 
      offering rides)  
 __ Meals Ministry (meals for parishioners after surgery, new baby) 
 __ Buildings and Grounds (help with care of the grounds, minor repairs 
      around building) 
 

Fellowship and Hospitality Ministries:  
 __ Newcomers (visiting newcomers, helping with newcomer brunches)  
 __ Parish Life (Parish picnic, Lenten Suppers, hospitality for special 
      events)  
 __ Coffee Hour (Sunday morning fellowship)  
 __ Women’s Ministries (learning and fellowship opportunities for women, 
      women’s retreat) 
 

Outreach and Other Ministries:  
 __ Outreach (community support, PADS shelter, Pumpkin Patch)  
 __ San Marcos in Southeast Mexico (mission trip, fundraising) 
 __  Administrative support (volunteer in office, assist with mailings) 
 __ Communication and Marketing (website, other media) 
 __ Finance Committee 
 __ Annual Giving Campaign Fundraising  
 

[Please submit to the St. Mark's office, or find this questionnaire online at stmarksglenellyn.org under “Welcome.”] 
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New Year of Adult 
Formation  

Begins September 9! 
 

This spring, we asked for your input regarding Adult 
Formation, and a large number of you responded. 
Thanks so much to all of you who took the time to fill 
out the survey! Besides giving us a good idea of 
what kinds of topics interest you, the results made it 
clear that you would like to have more discussion 
and interaction, as well as hear more from more 
fellow parishioners. And that has driven our agenda 
for this fall. 
 

 For instance, our first two sessions, September 9 
and 16, will be discussions led by George Smith and 
Elizabeth Molitors on questions of sexuality. On 
September 23, Diane Dinse and Bruce Clements 
will lead a discussion on grandparenting. We’ll close 
out the month by hearing about PADS from Brian 
Stepian on September 30. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at Adult Formatoin, 
which will meet at 9:15 this year! And we look 
forward to hearing your thoughts regarding the new 
schedule. 
 

The Adult Formation Commission 
Bruce Benson 
bruce.ellis.benson@wheaton.edu 

September 9 

Episcopal Approaches to Sex-

uality 

Rev. Elizabeth Molitors 

September 16 

Sexuality-  

Rev. George Smith 

September 23 

Grandparenting 

Ms. Diane Dinse 

Mr. Bruce Clements 
 

September 30 

Mission and Outreach: PADS 
 

Mr. Brian Stepian  
 

October 7 

How I Became an Activist for 

Social Justice 

Ms. Shayne Moore 

October 14 

Justice and American Immi-

grants 

Mr. Mathew Soerens 
 

October 21 

Bilingual St. Mark's 

 

Rev. Victor Conrado 

October 28 

Fathering 

 

Dr. Chad Alcorn 

November 4 

Election and political division 

Dr. Amy Black    
 

November 11 

Christians and the Election 

Dr. Larycia Hawkins 

November 18 

Update from Miguel 

Rev. Miguel Briones 

November 25 

The Blended and Extended 

Family 

Mr. Don Sutherland  
 

December 2 

The Meaning of Incarnation 

Rev. Dr. Walter Dunnett 
 

December 9 

Stresses of the Season 

Dr. Lynn Wollstadt 

December16 

Missions and Outreach: the 

Cathedral Shelter 

Mr. Jack Seymour 

December 23 

Christmas Customs 

Dr. David Fletcher 

Men’s Group 
 

During the summer months, the St. Mark's men's 
group will continue to meet in the library on the 2nd 
and 4th Saturday mornings from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Dates include July 14 & 28, and August 11 & 25. 
We will be starting a new series called "Saving Je-
sus." Also, save the date for the annual men's sum-
mer barbeque which will take place on Friday, Au-
gust 3 at the home of our rector, George Smith (792 
Forest, Glen Ellyn ). For more information, please 
contact Leo Lanzillo at llanzillo@gmail.com. 
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June 2012 St. Mark’s Mexico 
Trip Reflections 

 

Ben V.:When I started out on this trip for the first time ever this year, 
I initially thought that I was taking part in a holy sojourn to the 
remote jungles of southeastern Mexico, with the endgame being 
that after I offered what I could, I would further appreciate the life 
that I lived back in the cushy Chicago suburbs I call my home. I 
anticipated that throughout the experience, I would long to return to 
my car, my iPod, my shower (and running water), and all the other 
comforts that American culture affords to the young adult at large. 
Admittedly, I did feel that way for the first day or two of my 
adventure. In Veracruz, the mid-day sun was hot, and the air was 
not only humid but also smelled faintly of burning plastic and 
garbage. Not long after I arrived in Nigromante, though, I gradually 
became aware that I was beginning to feel something that I had not 
planned for; I found myself starting to admire and appreciate, even 
envy, the way of life that the townspeople of Nigromante lived, even 
more so than I did the life I had back home.  I wasn’t even 
particularly aware of this sudden change in my mindset, it became a 
feeling. The people in Nigromante don’t have much, this is true - as 
Fr. George pointed out, the average man works long days as a 
ranch hand out on the many hilly landscapes surrounding the town, 
earning less than $10 a day. The women spend all their time in front 
of “stoves” (usually just a simple pot over a log-burning fire) cooking 
meals for their families and others. But then again, the people there 
don’t need much-there are more than enough positive aspects that 
make Nigromante seem like a hidden paradise. The beauty of the 
mountainous, jungle landscape is truly a sight to behold, complete 
with the occasional parrots flying overhead and stunning, vividly-
colorful flowers dotting the area in almost every direction. The 
townspeople are friendly and hospitable, and are willing to have 
plenty of interesting conversations-even with a güerro like me who 
barely speaks a word of Spanish. The food is another story 
altogether - I don’t have the page allotment to go into detail, but I 
will say this: very few times in my life have I received so many 
delicious, lovingly homemade, and purely all-natural meals, and I 
doubt I will taste such a rich myriad of flavors again anytime soon. 
Yes, there are very few common cares in the world for the 
Nigromante people - unlike us back here in the United States, they 
don’t have to worry about paying college tuition or taxes, getting 
caught in rush hour traffic on their way to a job they hate, or any of 
the burdens of the “more advanced” way of life we have here.  They 
have other concerns, for sure, but they take advantage of the 
peacefulness of their lives.  They don’t have much, but they have all 
that they need to make them happy. Heck, I think even after all my 
time back in the U.S. I would still trade my iPod Nano for another 
chance to live in a house with a pet parrot named Brian Fernando. I 
deeply admire their simple yet smile-enriched lives, and it is this 
phenomenal impact that I will remember most from my trip and carry 
with me for the rest of my life 
 

Elizabeth Molitors :This was my third trip to San Marcos in 
Nigromante. On Wednesday morning, Kim Reed and I rode with 
Eigner, Bishop Benito's son, from the church to the home where the  

meal for our big community dinner would be prepared. 
Eigner, who acts as our guide in Mexico, had purchased 
20 freshly slaughtered chickens in a neighboring town 
that morning. We carried the chickens into the backyard 
of Lydia's house, where a dozen or more women of the 
church were already at work. A table was set up in the 
shade of a tree, knives brought out, and people began 
skinning and cutting up the chickens. In the outdoor 
kitchen, covered by a kind of thatched roof, other women 
were making ready the ingredients that would become the 
mole sauce. Peanuts were shelled and peeled, tomatoes 
cut up, onions sliced, three varieties of dried peppers 
seeded and deveined. A heavy metal grinder, clamped to 
a makeshift table, functioned as the “food processor.” 
Every item that was part of the sauce passed through the 
grinder: toasted bread; tortillas fried in chile-scented oil; 
dried oregano; toasted sesame seeds, almonds and 
peanuts; blocks of chocolate; fennel and pumpkin seeds; 
sauteed onions and chile peppers. As each new 
ingredient was dropped into the grinder, one of the 
women would pause to check the texture of what was 
coming out, rubbing it between her fingers, and then 
adjusting the grinding plate to make things finer or more 
coarse.  
   What made an impression on me was not just the 
complexity of the dish being prepared – this was clearly 
not an 'everyday' kind of meal – but the way that the 
women worked together. Their movements around the 
kitchen and yard were as graceful and coordinated and 
easy as any well-practiced couple out on the dance floor. 
No one person was in charge; no one was giving 
directions or handing out duties. As new people came in – 
whether women from the church or people from our group 
– their presence was accommodated, room was made, 
and each one just started doing, tasks handed off 
seamlessly from one person to another. 
   And although no one was the designated leader, the 
younger women clearly deferred to the older ones. At one 
point, a young woman approached one of her elders, 
extending a large bag of cloves. The older woman 
reached in her hand, scooped out the spice, considered 
and weighed, and, once satisfied, deposited the small, 
spiked dried buds into a bowl. 
   As I stood and worked with these women – I spent most 
of my time turning the handle of the grinder – I was struck 
by a sense of their collective wisdom. Though I 
understood only bits and pieces of their conversation, 
which moved back and forth between Spanish and 
Zapoteco, the language of the indigenous people, their 
talk was about many things other than the food being 
prepared. Their hands just knew what to do. Theirs was a 
wisdom born not of theory, but of practice. 
   I thought about the story in the gospel of Mark, where 
the writer says that the women, after the sabbath was 
over, went and bought the spices they would need to go 
and anoint the body of Jesus, laying dead in the tomb.  
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The women at work in Nigromante helped me imagine that first 
Easter morning scene. Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome gathering at the market, talking about the 
death of their friend, all the while their hands reached out, 
automatically, to select the ingredients they needed. They knew 
what to do, because they were practiced; they'd done this many 
times before. It's interesting, and not insignificant, that the very 
beginnings of the movement that would become the Christian 
faith were grounded in a lived practice of nurturing and 
hospitality. 
   The way to learn to cook is to cook. The way to learn to live 
and be with others is to live and be with them. The way to learn 
to be community is to be in community. The way to learn to be 
Christian is to practice what it means to be Christian. 
   God bless the women of San Marcos in Nigromante who are, 
by the work of their practiced hands, such powerful witnesses 
of Christian hospitality, community and generosity.  
 

Frances S.: This year was my third trip to Nigromante. My 
favorite parts were spending time playing with the kids and 
using my Spanish to communicate with everyone. My dad and I 
had some great conversations with our host family about their 
kids and work, and I loved being able to speak and understand 
Spanish better than last year. The kids and I were also able to 
talk and we had many conversations; they explained hand-
clapping games to me and I explained Jenga. We also made up 
several games. One was where we would hug each other, walk 
left and right, count to 30 in Spanish, and then chase each 
other. We played that a lot. I was really happy that we had so 
much fun together. Some of the kids would run up and hug me 
every time I saw them and they wouldn’t even let go even as 
we walked around the plaza, which hasn’t happened to me 
anywhere else. Even though I thought my Spanish was good, 
there was one occasion on our third day in Nigromante when 
we were at a house for lunch that I realized I messed up. I went 
over to the place where you wash hands and a woman poured 
the water for me, but I accidentally asked for a lime when I 
meant to ask for soap. She went into her kitchen and brought a 
lime to me anyway, as weird a request as it was. I was really 
amazed that she brought it to me without hesitation, and that 
was just one instance that reminded me how hospitable the 
people are toward us.  
 

Horacio Chavez : The thing that I love most of all and the 
reason I keep going back to Nigromante is the people. The 
families that take us in and would literally give you the shirt off 
their backs to make our stay as warm and welcoming as 
possible. They remind me so much of my family from my 
parents’ home town of Villanueva. Being able to speak and 
interact in my native tongue, enjoy traditional meals from when 
I was young, and the sense of community there is when 
families spread across three or even four generations--I love it! 
The little work I do and the small part that I play when we visit 
pales in comparison to the feeling of belonging the 
congregation of San Marcos gives me the few times I've gone. I 
truly feel we are doing the Lord’s work when we're there... not 
because we're doing things for them or giving them earthly 
things but because of the connections we all make with  

everyone we meet there, especially the children. 
My only regret is not to be able to do it more often.   
 
Kim Reed : June 2012 was St. Mark's seventh trip to San 
Marcos in Nigromante, Mexico.  This year, eleven parishioners 
went down for five nights and six days.  Two of those nights 
were spent at the homes of families from San Marcos, a 
tradition since George Smith led our first trip in 2006.  
   After three years of discussion and planning, we finally were 
able to transform the sacristy into a computer lab using the 
laptops generously donated by St. Mark’s parishioners and 
friends. We purchased a table, chairs, window air conditioner, 
and wiring with monies from our fundraisers, and witnessed 
the computers up and running before our departure. This new 
computer lab will benefit the students and members of the 
parish; it will help Padre Senobio communicate more easily 
and allow us more frequent contact with him and the members 
of the parish. It opens the door for so many possibilities, and 
one that immediately comes to mind is that the youth of both 
our parishes will be able to send and receive emails and 
photos—maybe start a kind of pen pal relationship! 
   Additionally, we purchased and installed lights for the space 
by the bakery and made new swings for the swing set/play 
structure we had purchased and assembled in 2007. While 
these work projects were going on, others in our group helped 
coordinate and run Vacation Bible School, this year adding a 
piece that involved the women of the parish.  And as it does 
every year, our visit culminated with a community dinner 
served outside, in front the church.  We had purchased all the 
ingredients and supplies for an amazing chicken mole and 
helped prepare and serve the dinner, which fed over 150 
people.  This, too, has become an important tradition during 
our visits. 
   While our projects, VBS, and the dinner were certainly 
highlights this year, I would be remiss not to remind myself 
that the most important part of our continued visits to San 
Marcos is to build and maintain our relationship with the 
parishioners.  It is a relationship that doesn’t require that we 
speak perfect Spanish or that they know English (but I have to 
add it was really great to have 3 fluent Spanish speakers on 
our trip and that many of those who went down have been 
taking and improving upon their Spanish over the years!).  
   And like every year, almost every chance I took to survey 
where everyone was and what they were doing, I got a 
glimpse and reminder of God’s kingdom – each member of 
this trip was always fully engaged in being in Nigromante, 
playing with the children, talking to the adults, working 
together on projects: the lab, cooking, eating, building, singing, 
doing crafts, listening, and just being together. 
   Six years -- babies from our first visit are now in grade 
school and come and greet us like family members. Being 
there is like being with family. They treat us like that. They 
know our names and they ask about others who have visited 
before.  And I ask myself -- what does this long-term 
relationship mean?  What does it ask of us?  And what does it 
demand and ask of them? How do those of us here who  
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 haven’t been able to go on the trip participate in this?  I’m still 
not exactly sure – but I am glad we continue to try to figure 
this out, and I am ever so grateful to be a part of this and see 
how it helps define us, define who we are as a parish.  
 

Molly T.: Growing up in Glen Ellyn, or really America for that 
matter, it is easy to take for granted all of the simple things 
that we “need” to get by. Going on the Mission Trip to Mexico 
and spending time with families who don’t own washing 
machines, dishwashers or in some cases showers, seems like 
a great opportunity to learn to appreciate the little things that 
we have. This year I came back from the trip not just 
appreciating the luxuries that I have at home, but their 
simplistic way of life. Growing up in an air-conditioned house 
with countless amenities invented only to make things easier, 
it is hard to let things go and live simply.  
   The last three days in one hundred degree Chicago weather 
was when I learned to appreciate what I have. My power was 
out and being here, with my dead iPhone, warm refrigerator, 
useless light switches, TVs and fans staring me in the face 
was what made me thankful for what I take for granted every 
day, not the trip to Mexico. 
   What Mexico does for me is remind me that happiness has 
nothing to do with what you own. Not once do these kids 
complain about not being able to blow dry their hair or sit in an 
air-conditioned room, (well I guess they could have and I just 
didn’t understand what they were saying…) But bottom line, 
they are more than happy with what they have. And are so 
excited to just share our company. 
   So if you want you to learn to appreciate what you have, go 
cut down the nearest power line and hope it connects to your 
house. 
   But if you want an experience you will never forget, a lasting 
relationship that people rarely get to share, a chance to 
experience a unique simplicity of life, and find joy in the little 
things, come to Mexico.  
 

Olivia V.: Whenever someone asked me where I was going 
for this summer, I would always answer, Mexico, and then 
when I saw the hint of jealousy sneak across their face, I 
would quickly reply with “it’s not the nice part, it’s the rural 
part.”  After going on this trip, I quickly discovered that I would 
return to Nigromante before I would return to Cabo, Cancun or 
Acapulco.  While all of Mexico is beautiful, the resort 
destinations are everyday life. They’re crowded towns filled 
with loud, American tourists. Nigromante was a quaint village 
hidden away in the hills of Mexico and it also offered us a 
giant reality check.  Although they didn’t have advanced 
plumbing, a lot of electricity, or air conditioning, they used 
what they had to its fullest potential and were so content with 
their non-advanced life.  
   This trip made me so thankful for what I have and really step 
back and thank God, for allowing us to be so blessed.   I don’t 
mean that I feel bad for the people of Nigromante because 
they could not be a more welcoming, friendly and all together 
loving group of people. They made such an impact on me, in  

the short days that we were there, that I cannot wait to return to 
“rural” Mexico and make many more memories. This trip is an 
amazing experience and I recommend it to anyone thinking 
about it.  
 

Vanessa C : This was my first year on the Mexico trip to San 
Marcos church in Nigromante. While driving to the village I was 
a little nervous since I didn’t really know what to expect and I 
was worried that they weren’t going to like me. When we 
arrived at the church and came out of the van, everyone was 
saying hello and all the little kids were so excited to see new 
and old faces.  All of the kids were saying hi to me and giving 
me hugs without even knowing me and I felt really happy and 
excited to play with them.  Once I started playing with all the 
kids, I felt a special bond with them and felt like every single 
one of the children was part of my family. On the last day I was 
so sad to leave and some kids were hugging me so tightly and 
saying to me “I’m going to hide you in my house so you won’t 
leave,” I couldn’t help but laugh and feel happy that they love 
me as much as I love them. Every day I think about the kids 
and the church and am counting off the days till next year’s trip. 
I’m so glad that I was able to go on the trip, and anyone 
interested in going should most definitely go..  
 

Yesenia Barrera This was my first year going on the trip to 
Nigromante and hopefully not my last. Before the trip I was 
expecting to go there and learn something about myself or my 
Mexican culture. Once I was there, I found this trip had nothing 
to do with me and all to do with everyone else.  
   The relationship mama Kim, Jorge, and a few others that 
continually go on this trip, have built with the people of 
Nigromante is inspiring. From the moment we got to Veracruz 
and Eigner picked us up I was able to tell what wonderful 
people I was traveling with. From that point on it was all about 
the people we came to visit and this message was undeclared 
but understood willingly and mutually by everyone in our group.  
   When we arrived to Nigromante I could feel the love and the 
respect the people there have for our group and the 
congregation of St. Mark’s. The women wanted to teach us 
everything they knew about cooking, and the kids, all the 
games they've ever played in their lives! Their dedication to us 
throughout our stay to make us feel not only welcome but at 
home was truly admirable.  
   The mutual commitment full of respect and love that my 
group at St. Mark’s and the people of Nigromante have 
cultivated is truly an example to me on how I should carry out 
my relationships with the people in my daily life. I am thankful to 
God I was able to go on this 
trip and live this experience 
with Mama Kim, the boss 
Jorge, Papa Victor, big sis 
Elizabeth, lil sis's Mole, 
Olivia, Vanessa,  Frances, 
Ben, and even Horacio! I 
hope to go again next year.  
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Mexico Mission Trip Taco Bar Lunch  
and Presentation Sunday, Aug. 5 

 

Want to learn more about the St. Mark’s Mission Trip to Mexico? 
Please join us in Mahon Hall on Sunday, August 5 at 11:45am for a 
Taco Bar Lunch and Presentation on the most recent St. Mark's Trip 
to Mexico.This free lunch will be accompanied by a slide show and presentation by those who 
went on the trip -- we hope you will come and learn more about this important mission and 
relationship St. Mark's is building with San Marcos! Bienvenidos a todos! (All are welcome!)  

Read participants reflections in this issue  
on pages 2,4, 9-11. 


