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Rooted in baptism, Growing in faith. Branching out into the world. 

POSTMARK 

Meditation Workshop on January 17 
 

On Thursday, January 17 St. Mark’s will welcome special guest Godwin Raj, a 
chaplain at Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital to offer a presentation and 
demonstration on the ancient practice of meditation. Meditation overlaps both 
spiritual and secular settings and has been used for purposes of relaxation, 
encountering the sacred and improving overall mental health. Rev. Raj teaches 
this class in 5 weekly session at Marianjoy, but is offering this one-evening 
event at St. Marks at no cost to participants.  
 

Rev. Raj works with rehabilitation of all kinds. See his article on Winter 
Depression at http://www.marianjoy.org/Newsroom/Documents/
MattersFebruary2010_000.pdf 
 

No registration required. Questions? - call or e-mail George Smith 630-858-
1020, ext 222 or rector@stmarkglenellyn.org. 

Epiphany is January 6! 
 

We observe Twelve days of Christmas, starting on 
December 25, and ending on January 5. On January 6 
we complete the Nativity Scene with the arrival (at last) of 

the Magi from the east. Be in worship at St. Mark’s that day as the kings enter in 
robes and crowns, bearing gifts for the Christ child. And sing “We Three Kings”! 
 

The term epiphany means "to show" or "to make known" or even "to reveal." The 
Wise Men or Magi who brought gifts to the child Jesus were the first Gentiles to 
acknowledge Jesus as "King" and so were the first to "show" or "reveal" Jesus to 
a wider world as the incarnate Christ.  

February Evensong 
 

Sunday, February 3 
5:30 p.m. A program of organ 
duet music provided  
by Marsha Webster and Kathy 
Christian 
6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong, 
followed by a light supper 

Great things are happening in Sunday school! 
 

Each month we'll feature something special the Sunday school classes are 
working on. The third graders have been working with clay. They made 
models of Mary & Joseph, and a whole cast of clay characters 
to feature in their 1st claymation movie. They even shot the 
video footage. You can see their movie The First Christmas by 
going to:  http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org/2012/12/watch-third
-grade-sunday-school-class-claymation-movie/ 
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Rector’s Message 

Quieting the Mind,  
Healing the Spirit 

 

On Thursday, January 17 St. Mark’s will welcome special guest Godwin Raj, a chaplain at Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital 
to offer a presentation and demonstration on the ancient practice of meditation. Meditation overlaps both spiritual and 
secular settings and has been used for purposes of relaxation, encountering the sacred and improving overall mental 
health. 
 

Everyone knows that living in a large metropolitan area with traffic, commutes, noise and so many options creates stress. 
Take a moment to consider the stress you carry throughout your day. Are you worried about work, family matters, or 
finances? Stress in our daily lives is inevitable, yet the way we handle it—or don’t handle it—can have devastating effects 
on both our mental and physical health. 
 

Medical studies show that stress can manifest itself in a variety of physical ways such as migraines, neck and back pain, 
high blood pressure, chest pains, a rapid or irregular heartbeat, and even a heart attack. Constantly allowing stress to 
overwhelm us forces our body to react by producing elevated levels of stress hormones, like adrenaline and cortisol, which 
can lead to a heart attack. Therefore, it’s important to learn how to monitor our emotions and the amount of stress we 
assume, and most importantly — learn how to relax. Meditation is one way to do something good for your body, your mind 
and your spirit. 
 

“There are many forms of meditation,” explains Rev. Raj, who encourages people in recovery at Marianjoy to learn 
meditation and relaxation techniques. “It can be a structured meditation session, such as controlling one’s breathing while 
concentrating on a word or image to help block out thoughts and calm one’s self. Meditation can also simply be done by 
sitting in front of an aquarium full of fish or staring out into a body of water, calming yourself down. There is no right or 
wrong way to meditate. The goal is to get the heart rate decreased, the mind to stop racing, and the body to relax.” 
 

The presentation on January 17 will help you explore the process of meditation, teach you how to relax, center yourself, 
organize your thoughts, and breathe with purpose. You will have an opportunity to learn to renew and relax through simple 
instructions. Following the presentation, the evening will conclude with a 20 minute guided meditation. 
 

Yours in Christ, George+ 

Statement of Security for our Children 
 

At St. Mark's, we seek to maintain the highest standards of security, especially when there are children present in the 
building. The Hillside Street door and doors to the lower parking lot are open only for a brief window each weekday as 
students are being dropped off and picked up from the Parents' Day Out program or from St. Mark's Preschool. At other 
times on weekdays, the only door that is unlocked is the south door entrance to the office from the upper parking lot. Those 
entering the building are asked to check in with the staff member or trained volunteer who is in the parish office. On 
Sundays, with four church services in motion, all the doors to the building are open. Our Sunday school rooms, children's 
chapel and the nursery are always staffed with at least two adults to maintain a safe environment. St. Mark's staff and 
volunteers who work with children are trained through the Keeping God's People Safe program, and we will be reviewing 
our existing safety guidelines and emergency procedures in the coming weeks. Revised guidelines and procedures will be 
posted in all classrooms and public areas. If any member, staff, preschool or PDO parent sees anything unusual or feels 
uncertain about a person in the building, they are encouraged to call 911 immediately. The Glen Ellyn Police have assured 
us repeatedly that they want to be notified and are happy to respond to any requests for assistance.  
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Vestry  

Patty Weaver, Vestry 
 

I moved here with my husband, Jake, and our twin 6 year old daughters just over 2 years ago. My husband 
and I have different religious upbringings, I am Catholic and he is Methodist, and we had struggled in the 
past trying to determine what church to attend. Wherever we went, one of us usually felt that something was 
missing. St. Mark’s is the first church where we both feel fulfilled.  
 

I truly enjoy being part of this community and having a place for my family to retreat to in times of need, praise and 
fellowship.  
 

I am thrilled to be nominated to serve on the vestry. My background is in accounting and finance and I have experience 
managing small teams within large organizations. I currently stay home with my 2 children and manage our active family life. 

John Campen , Vestry 
 

I have been involved with the St. 
Mark's community since the early 
2000's. After spending a couple of 
years in New York City, I returned to 

the area and have been active in the choir ever since 
Charles Snider sent me a well-timed email asking if I 
was around and would I be interested in coming to 
sing with the choir again. I immediately replied in the 
affirmative and have been grateful for the opportunity 
to get reconnected to everyone at St. Mark's after my 
time away.  
 

My church background is a varied one. I was baptized 
in an African-American Baptist church at twenty-one, 
though I spent much of my childhood attending a wide 
range of denominations.  
 

My college years were spent at Wheaton where I 
focused my studies on music and theater. From there, 
I went on the pursue performance opportunities in 
Chicago and New York. Since moving back, my 
professional life has been a combination of stage 
work, teaching voice, voice-over gigs and the 
hospitality industry. I currently live in Chicago where I 
continue to teach, create and work in the hospitality 
industry. I make the trek out to Glen Ellyn every week 
to be a part of this community because I find it is 
where I feel most at home.  
 

This parish at St. Mark's has given so much over the 
past several years. I'm excited to have an opportunity 
to give back by serving as part of the vestry team.  

Elections for Vestry and delegates to the Diocese Convention 
will be held at the Annual Meeting, February 10, 2013.  

Kristin Margaglione,  
Diocesan Convention Delegate 
 

Born and raised in the Methodist faith, My 
husband and I joined the Episcopal church in 
1996 about a year before we married. We 
celebrated 15 years of marriage this October. Our two 
children, Alex (11) and Claire (8) bring us a  lot of joy and 
keep us busy!  
 

Volunteering for their schools in many capacities has kept me 
involved in their educations. I was First Vice-President of the 
PTA for two years, room-mom for four, reading helper for 
three years, among many other roles, including starting up a 
chess club. I just began volunteering with my daughter's 
Brownie troop as well. I also was active in our former parish, 
serving on the committee running Sunday School for two 
years, ran the high school youth group for one year, and 
helping in various capacities with children. I have been 
helping teach Sunday School for the last year now, first with 
preschool and now in the third grade room, as well as helping 
with the Christmas pageant this year and last.  
 

I received my bachelors at the University of Illinois in 
Champaign and masters at Northern. Professionally, I have 
been employed as a teacher for all of my career. I taught 11 
years, 9 of them in Wheaton. I have been substituting for the 
last six years part-time, more so now that the children are in 
school.  

 

Wheaton has been my home since 1994, but I have spent my 
entire life in the western suburbs of Chicago. We began 
attending St. Mark's in November 2011 and love the energy 
here!  I would be honored to represent St. Mark's. 
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Brian Thompson, Vestry  
 

I moved to Glen Ellyn eight years ago 
with my wife, Cathryn, and we have 
been going to St. Mark’s for about 5 
years. We have one daughter, Chloe (4).   
 

We have been recipients of God’s love through St. 
Mark’s in many ways, including being welcomed as 
new parishioners, ongoing fellowship activities, having 
meals delivered to us on the arrival of our daughter, 
and Father George’s visit when I woke from an 
unscheduled surgery to fix a broken leg. We look 
forward to returning those kindnesses and see being 
active at St. Mark’s as an excellent opportunity for 
doing so. 
 

Most of my career has been with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency in surface water 
quality programs. My interests include bicycling, 
walking, hiking, camping, gardening, and music.  I 
spend most of my free time with Cathryn and Chloe 
exploring the many children’s venues in the area. 
 

I am thankful for the nomination to serve on the Vestry 
and will do my best if elected. 

St. Mark’s Financials at-a-glance.  
(As of November 2012) 

 

Total Contributions Expected Year to Date: $616,565 
Total Contributions Received Year to Date:   $597,352 
Total Expenses Expected Year to Date: $669,341 
Total Expenses Year to Date:   $649,857 
 

If you would like more detailed information visit the St. Mark’s 
website at www.stmarksglenellyn.org, send any question to 
treasurer@stmarksglenellyn.org or by contacting a member 
of the Vestry.   
 

As an alternative to a contribution made during the worship 
service, feel free to sign up for an online donation. Please 
visit the St. Mark’s website www.stmarksglenellyn.org under 
the” Give” section for directions on how to do this as well as 
providing your 2013 pledge. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and blessings. 
 

St. Mark’s Worship Commission 
Wednesday, January 16, 2013 

7:00 p.m. 
 

In addition to our ordained clergy, parishioners participate in 
coordinating Sunday worship at St. Mark’s. Members of the 
Worship Commission oversee this work and help to provide 
input into the Church’s worship schedule, Acolyte, Sub-
Deacon and Chalice Bearer recruitment and training; and 
Reader, Usher and Greeter ministries. Recently the Worship 
Commission has been focusing on topics presented in the 
book Liturgical Life Principles: How Episcopal Worship Can 
Lead to Healthy and Authentic Living by Ian Markham.  
Watch future issues of the PostMark and weekly bulletins for 
articles on how our worship informs our daily living.  
 

Members of the Worship Commission are: 
Paula Zwiebel – chair and usher coordinator 
Gerald Carey – vestry liaison to the commission 
Rinda Allison – reader coordinator 
Kris Baier – Daughters of the King representative 
Fiona Miller – acolyte coordinator 
Gretchen Kenower - member 
Charles Snider and Marsha Webster – music representatives 
 

Meetings are open to anyone interested in being a part of the 
commission is welcome. For more information, contact Paula 
Zwiebel at 630-858-6185.   

James Madary,  
Diocesan Convention Delegate  
Jay and his wife Jill, live in Glen Ellyn with 
their four children, Jake (13), Jack (10), 
Julia (9), and Jenna (7). Jay was born and 
raised in Glen Ellyn and was confirmed at 

Faith Lutheran Church. After college, Jay’s career 
relocated him to South Bend, Indiana, where he 
joined the Episcopal Church and met his beautiful 
wife, Jill. In 2002, they moved back to the western 
suburbs and joined Grace Episcopal Church in 
Hinsdale. After building a home in Glen Ellyn, Jay and 
Jill joined the St. Mark’s congregation in 2009. 
 

Jay is President and CEO of JVM Realty Corporation 
in Oak Brook. JVM is a property management and 
investment company that owns and manages 
apartment communities throughout the Midwestern 
United States. Professionally, Jay is a member of the 
Chicago Chapter of the Young President’s 
Organization and is on the Rush Associates Board for 
Rush University Medical Center. Personally, Jay 
enjoys spending time with his family and is involved in 
Cub Scouts as his son’s den leader. 



January 2013 

Page 5 

Spanish Language Ministry 
The Rev. Victor H. Conrado associatespanish@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Año Nuevo: Que linda oportunidad 
para Re-crearnos como familiares  

y como parroquia 
 

Estamos estrenando calendario. Le hemos dicho adiós al 
2012 y le damos la bienvenida al 2013. Recordamos las 
cosas que nos han permitido ganar vida abundante y las que 
nos han quitado a nosotros, nuestras familias y nuestra 
comunidad. En todos estos movimientos podemos estar 
seguros de algo: Tenemos un Dios que nos da siempre una 
segunda oportunidad. No estamos terminados. Siempre 
tenemos la oportunidad de re-crearnos y de hacer las cosas 
mejor de lo que lo hemos hecho hasta el momento. 
 

Te invito a que tomemos en serio esta gran oportunidad y 
manos a la obra. Sigamos nuestra caminada en común para 
seguir creando como Dios nos ha ensenado en su hijo Jesús. 
 

En San Marcos queremos que nos ayudes y queremos 
ayudarte a continuar y hacer realidad este deseo. Por eso 
queremos invitarte a lo siguiente: 
 

1. Domingo, enero 6: Fiesta de la Epifania del Señor. En 
este día comenzaremos con las inscripciones para primera 
comunión y confirmación hasta el domingo, 27 de enero. 
2. Programa de educación para adultos el domingo, 27 
de enero de 11:45am a 12:30pm. 
3. Queremos fortalecer nuestros ministerios de lectores 
y de ujieres. Queremos invitar a todos los interesados a un 
retiro espiritual que tendremos el día sábado 6 de enero de 
10:00AM a 3:00PM. Tendremos guardería disponible para 
todas las personas que tengan niños menores de 5 año. 
 

Todas y todos están bienvenidos. Por favor comunique estas 
fechas a sus familiares y amigos para que se unan y traigan a 
sus niños y niñas a la catequesis o si quieren participar en un 
ministerio en la parroquia. Muchas gracias. 

Fiesta de la Epifania 
del Señor 

 
 

Epifanía significa "manifestación". Jesús se da a 
conocer a todos nosotros para hacernos entender el 
significado tan grande de su misión y la razón por la 
que se encarno.  
 

Aunque Jesús se dio a conocer en diferentes 
momentos a diferentes personas, hoy nosotros 
celebramos como epifanías tres eventos:   Su 
Epifanía ante los Magos de Oriente: Se trata de una 
manifestación a las personas que no eran de 
descendencia Judía o  paganos, para poner de 
relieve que el Niño Dios que nace, viene para 
salvarnos a todos, independientemente de nuestra 
raza.   Su Epifanía del Bautismo del Señor: 
Manifestación a los judíos por medio de San Juan 
Bautista.   Su Epifanía de las Bodas de Caná: 
Manifestación a Sus discípulos y comienzo de Su 
vida pública por intercesión de su Madre María. 
 

La Epifanía celebra la aparición en el mundo de esta 
luz divina, con la que Dios salió al encuentro de la 
débil luz de la razón humana. Así, en la fiesta de hoy, 
se propone la íntima relación que existe entre la 
razón y la fe, dos elementos importantes de los que 
dispone el ser humano para elevarse hacia la 
contemplación de la verdad. 
 

En esta fiesta somos invitados a ser comunicadores 
de esta verdad de Dios a todos y todas no 
importando color de piel, condición social, estado 
civil, u orientación sexual. Jesús se ha manifestado a 
todos y todas. Démosle gracias por este regalo tan 
grande. 

mailto:associatespanish@stmarksglenellyn.org
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January 2012 
 

(a) A substantial portion of our time at St. Mark's is spent 
listening to the Word of God read in the lessons. The 
Episcopal Church is a church steeped in Scripture. Every 
service, whether Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, 
Compline, or Holy Eucharist, includes readings from the 
Bible. Like the Jewish people of God before them, early 
Christians met for services in which the Old Testament 
Scriptures were read and preached upon, soon adding the 
letters of prominent Apostles such as St. Paul. In fact, 
books came to be accepted as part of the New Testament 
after being first used in liturgical worship.  
 

We have two Lectionaries, or schedules for Scripture 
readings, one for use in services of Holy Communion and 
the other for use in the Daily Office of Morning and Evening 
Prayer. Both Lectionaries provide for a reading from the 
Old Testament, the Psalms, the New Testament, and the 
Gospels (during Eastertide the Old Testament reading is 
replaced with one from the Acts of the Apostles). The 
Eucharistic Lectionary provides for a reading of much of the 
Old Testament and almost all of the New Testament over a 
three-year period. We use the Revised Common Lectionary 
and read from the New Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible. The custom of announcing the reading and of the 
people responding "Thanks be to God" began in the Middle 
Ages.  
 

(b) The Bible is inspired, literally "breathed out by God" (2 
Timothy 3:16). The Bible says of itself that it should be 
taught diligently (Deut 6:7), and memorized (Psalms 119:11
-18). What version should we read? Given the importance 
of Scripture in the Christian life, it is not at all surprising that 
there would be strongly felt disagreements about the choice 
of Bible versions. There are many versions of the Bible 
available today, and there is controversy about which is the 
best. The Bible was written originally in Hebrew (Old 
Testament) and Greek (New Testament), and there is 
substantial editorial judgment in the translation process. 
While once all Protestants used the King James or 
Authorized Version of 1611, Anglicanism’s gift to the 
English-speaking world, most Christians today prefer more 
modern translations. Translations may be the product of a 
single writer or a committee, and use a variety of scholarly 
sources.  
There are three main methods of bible translation: formal 
equivalence, dynamic equivalence, and paraphrase,  

On the Liturgy 
David B. Fletcher  David.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

each with its own merits. Formal equivalence, such as 
the King James and New English versions, is as literal 
and close to the original as possible, with minimal 
editorial insertion, accurate but not always easy to 
understand. Dynamic equivalence, such as the New 
Living Translation, attempts to convey the authors’ 
meanings and contexts in modern languages. 
Paraphrase versions, such as the Living Bible and the 
Message, are designed for average readers and attempt 
to provide interpretation and relevance.  
 

The New Revised Standard Version, which we hear 
read every Sunday, is a descendant of the King James. 
Like the original King James, it contains the Apocrypha 
or Deuterocanonical books, a group of writings from the 
period between the Old and New Testaments. This new 
version was completed in 1989 and incorporates the 
latest in biblical scholarship. It seeks to be dignified and 
suitable for reading in churches, and uses inclusive 
pronouns for human beings. It was produced by an 
interdenominational committee of 32 American scholars, 
including Protestant, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and 
Jewish scholars, and is copyrighted by the National 
Council of Churches. It is endorsed by thirty-three 
Protestant churches and is accepted by the Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox churches as well. The 
HarperCollins Study Bible, NRSV, is an excellent study 
Bible recommended by our Rector. 

Glenbard Parent Series 
 

Documentary: Louder Than A Bomb – Thursday, 
January 24, 7pm, Glenbard East High School. (From 
the Glenbard Parent Series website) Join us for a free 
screening of the prize-winning documentary Louder Than 
a Bomb, which chronicles the hopeful, unforgettable 
journey of four Chicago-area high school poetry slam 
teams as they prepare for the annual and largest poetry 
youth slam competition.  
 

Before the workshop begins, join us at 6:30 p.m. for a 
Let’s Talk parent-to-parent, drop-in discussion group. 
This program is free and open to all. No advance 
registration is required. For more information, contact 
Gilda Ross, 630-942-7573 or e-mail 
gilda_ross@glenbard.org.  

Resolution for 2013:  
Family worship and education! 
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Children 
Jill Bednas childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Youth 
Rev. Elizabeth Molitors emolitors@yahoo.com. 

St. Mark's Preschool 
Registration Begins 

January 1 
 

 If you are interested in enrolling  your child in 
our preschool program for the 2013-2014 school year, our 
priority registration for returning preschool, St. Mark's and 
PDO families will be from January 1- 15.  Open registration 
begins January 16.   
 

You may pick up an application form in the narthex or print 
one from our website, www.stmarksglenellyn.org/
preschool.  Children must be three years old by September 
1, 2013.   
 

Please email Cindy Flynn, 
preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org, with any questions. 

Many thanks are due to the youth, and the adults who support them, for 
their participation in various outreach ministries: 
 

Monthly lunch packing by the 7/8tgrade youth for PADS clients on the third Sunday each month. St. Mark’s members have 
been very generous in providing all the supplies necessary for the lunches (lunch meat, bread, chips, etc.). Thanks to 
Graham Smith and Leslie Delany who organize this monthly event, coordinating donations of lunch supplies, and take 
care of delivering the lunches to First Congregational Church, which is the Sunday night PADS site. Thanks, too, to Kim 
Reed and Cindy Flynn who teach 7/8 grade Sunday school for adapting their lesson plans on lunch-packing weeks, and 
overseeing the packing. 
 

The 7/8th grade youth made Christmas cards for various families and individuals who receive a poinsettia delivery from the 
pastoral care ministry. Thanks, also, to Dianne Dinse for providing the names and a little write-up about each person/
family receiving the holiday flowers. 
 

Two groups of youth, and their adult leaders, have served dinner at PADS over the last couple of months. Thanks to all of 
those volunteers, including: Lindsay Mullaney, Scott Wirthlin, and Kendall Vail (adult leaders) and Joseph Black, Theo 
Grant-Funck, Isabel Grant-Funck, Paige Hardy, Grayson Clynch, Nathan Littlefield and William Lanzillo (youth volunteers). 

What’s Cooking Where? 
The (Semi) Progressive Holiday Dinner for Middle 
and High School Youth will take place on Friday, 
January 4. Meet at St. Mark's at 6:30 p.m. for 
appetizers before heading to the Sexauer home 
(6/7/8th grade) or the Molitors home (high school) for 
dinner and dessert; return to St. Mark's by 9 p.m. The 
evening also includes a "white elephant" gift exchange 
($5 limit). We need about 6 people to bring appetizers, 
and drivers to help transport people back and forth from 
St. Mark’s to our dinner sites. Please RSVP. 
  

Senior High Youth:  
The St. Mark's mid-week high school group will meet 
during January on the following Wednesday nights: 
January 9, 16, 23 and 30. Come and enjoy an evening 
of fellowship, games, music, discussion and food, 7:30-
9 p.m.  
 

Youth, Mentor, Parent! 
Save The Date: Attention 7/8 grade youth, parents 
and mentors. Please mark your calendars for Sunday, 
January 27, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. We will be gathering at 
St. Mark’s, in Mahon Hall, for a youth/mentor/parent 
lunch event and program.  

PADS Help 
Opportunity for Service! We have three spots still 
available for youth (grades 6-12) to serve dinner at 
PADS at First Congregational Church on Sunday, 
January 27 from 6-8 p.m. The adult chaperone spot has 
already been filled. Please contact the Rev. Elizabeth 
Molitors if you’re available to help.  
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Cathedral Shelter Christmas Baskets  
By the Numbers: Results for 2012 

 

Thanks to all of you who sponsored, shopped, wrapped, 
packed, loaded, donated money for a family, or prayed for the 
success of this year’s Cathedral Shelter Christmas Basket 
program at St. Mark’s. We had more participants than ever 
before (sixty-eight St. Mark’s – or friends of St. Mark’s - 
families and individuals, plus the Daughters of the King and 
Girl Scout Daisy Troop 41913 at Forest Glen (through Melissa 
Creech) and were able to serve more families than ever 
before: seventy-three families (including seniors) ranging in 
size from one to seven, representing 221 children and adults. 
 

Boxes started arriving at church during the week prior to our 
pick up date of Thursday, December 13th. When the Cathedral 
Shelter truck arrived, a dozen St. Mark’s volunteers moved 
172 (phew!) boxes from the library onto the truck. 
 

Thank you again for whatever form your participation took. 
You have certainly made Christmas brighter and more 
comfortable for scores of people in need. 
 

To learn more about Cathedral Shelter of 
Chicago, one of St. Mark’s core outreach 
organizations, and their mission, please visit 
their website at www.cathedralshelter.org. 
 

2012 Outreach Committee  
HELP GIVEN…HELP WANTED 

 

St. Mark’s has made an ongoing commitment to 
Outreach, with the objective of nurturing the passion 
its congregation has for helping others that are less 
fortunate. As part of this effort, the St. Mark’s 
Outreach Committee provides additional funding 
support for selected causes each year. For 2012, the 
Committee has earmarked contributions for the Walk-
In Ministry, for a children’s musical instrument 
program for Holy Family School and for continued 
support of our companion parish in Southeast 
Mexico. The Committee wants extend its thanks to 
St. Mark’s for its support of these causes and to the 
many parishioners who bring their passion to helping 
others.  
 

If you have interest in getting involved in Outreach, 
please consider becoming part of our committee. If 
you’re interested, please contact Tim Dorgan at 
tdorgan@gmail.com. 

Diocese Outreach Summit 
 

January 19, 2013: Outreach Summit, St. Mark’s, 10:00 
a.m.- 2:00 p.m., lunch will be provided. 
An open conversation about the future of the diocese’s 
ministry for social justice, peace, local outreach and global 
mission.  
 

 Please register by Monday, January 15th. (If childcare will 
be necessary, please register by Friday, January 11th.) For 
more information contact Patricia Almanza, 
palmanza@episcopalchicago.org or (312) 751-4215. 

Feed My Starving Children  
 
On Saturday, February 23, the adults and 
children (grade 3 and up) of St. Mark’s have an 
opportunity to help feed the world by working a shift 
at Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) in Aurora, a 
non-profit organization that ships shelf-stable meals 
to malnourished children in 70 countries. St. Mark’s 
children and adults will work in teams to hand-pack 
meals that will be 
shipped to areas of 
the world affected by 
drought, famine and 
natural disasters. 
 
Space is limited, so 
sign up soon on the 
display in the narthex. A ratio of one adult for every 4 
children is required. Our work group will gather at 
St. Mark’s at 10:30 a.m. on February 23, and travel 
together to Aurora (a 30-45 minute drive) for an 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. shift, returning to St. Mark’s 
by around 2:15 p.m. Questions? Please contact Rev. 
Elizabeth Molitors at 630-858-1020, x226 or 
emolitors@yahoo.com. 

Welcome and warming center:  
 

The Welcome and Warming Center in Glen Ellyn at United 
Methodist Church has now opened its doors to the homeless. 
St. Mark’s will staff the center every 3rd Sunday, until March 
17th. We need at least 5 volunteers for each Sunday shift from 
4:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. Sign-up sheets are in the narthex. 
Questions? Call Ben Maxson at 630 715 5913.  
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The Men’s Group continues to meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month in the library at St. 
Mark’s.  Our next meeting is Jan 12.  Coffee 
at 7:30 a.m. and then a DVD/discussion at 8 
am.  The sessions are open to all men from 
the St. Mark’s community and beyond.  The 
current video series is “Saving Jesus” which 
features a number of discussions on how the 

view of Jesus has evolved. Join us Saturday  or contact 
Leo Lanzilo at llanzillo@gmail.com or Father George at 
Rector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

St. Mark's Women's Retreat 
March 15-17, 2013 

 

Our Theme This Year: Powerful Peace 
 

What is powerful peace?  
 

Our multi-generational retreat is a perfect setting to 
explore this together. What does spiritual strength look 
like? Can we receive spiritual strength in our everyday 
lives, during times of great challenge, and at different 
times in our lives?  
 

We'll hear personal faith stories from several 
parishioners, including Dr. Carolyn 
Faivre, and together discuss 
creative ways to weave spiritual 
disciplines into both our individual 
lives and our common life. 
 

Ask around…you’ll discover our retreat is a relaxing, 
inspiring friendship-building time you won’t want to miss.  
 

Location: The Abbey Resort and Spa, Fontana, 
Wisconsin on Lake Geneva. 
 

Cost: $230 double occupancy for two nights, four meals 
and spa admission. 

MOMS 
 

MOMS is a weekly small group experience 
open to moms of all ages and stages who 
want to explore and reflect on our roles as 
mothers, wives, and women. MOMS can provide 
profound insights about identity as well as deepened 
connections with other women in the parish. A nine-
week commitment is required. The next group begins 
Wednesday January 9 and is now full, although we will 
maintain a waitlist. We are assessing interest in offering 
another group in the Spring, 2013. Please email 
Elizabeth Lanzillo at stmarksMOMS.3@gmail.com if 
you would consider participating in the spring, or if you 
have questions. 

CALLING ALL YOUNG 
ADULTS  

 

Being in your 20s is exhilarating, 
exhausting, and exciting, but sometimes 
also lonely and confusing. You may not 

feel like there are many activities at St. Mark's that 
address your specific needs and concerns. You 
probably don't have a house, or kids, or a job with a 
401k, leaving you without much to contribute to many 
common Mahon Hall conversations... 
 

We understand. We don't have kids or savings or a 
foolproof life plan, either. We would like to meet you and 
form a group of young people at St. Mark's who can 
fellowship with each other and talk about the issues that 
are relevant to us.  
 

If you are interested, please email Christina 
at cmcastelli@gmail.com We will go out to brunch and 
spend some time in informal fellowship. We hope that 
this event will become a regularly occurring fellowship 
group. We look forward to meeting you! 

Advent is over… 
 

If you made an Advent Wreath at St. 
Mark's , would you be so kind as to return 
the wooden base or metal ring in the 

narthex, so we can reuse it again next year? There is 
a collection tub under the table by the stairs in the 
narthex.  

BIG  
THANK YOU 
 to Judy Jackson 
for Organizing and 

Directing the 
Christmas Pageant. 
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Meeting God in the Neighbor-
hood 

 
An evening with Dwight Zscheile, Assistant  
Professor of Congregational Mission and  
Leadership, Luther Seminary, Wednesday, January 
9, 2013 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm at Seabury seminary. 
“God is on the move in our neighborhoods, inspiring 
people at the grassroots level to renew their commu-
nities. How can people of faith collaborate in this  
renewal? What do we have to offer? What must we 
be willing to receive? In this session we will unpack 
biblical stories, examine theological ideas, and study 
the practices of some real faith communities in an 
effort to discern the role of the church in the life of our 
communities, now that the church no longer occupies 
a place of power and privilege.” There is no fee for 
this program; however, registration is required.  
Register online at seabury.edu/events 
 

Giving Campaign Progress  
12-18-12 

      Goal  to date            last year 
Pledges     250      229              190 
Dollars     $600,000 $547,000  $      475,000 
 

 
 
 

Adult Formation in 2013 
Spiritual Growth through Experiences 

 

January 6: Rev. Dr. Robin Currie, (St. Mark’s), 
Travel—The Rev. Dr. Robin Currie is an 
ordained Lutheran (ELCA) clergyperson, earning 
both Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry in 
Preaching degrees from Lutheran School of 
Theology in Chicago. She served Grace 

Lutheran Church in Glen Ellyn, retiring in 2008. Before 
seminary, she was a children’s librarian, with a Master in 
Library Science from The University of Iowa. She is the author 
of over 20 Christian and Bible books for children. Since 
retirement she has done volunteer work in China, South Africa, 
India, Russia and Morocco.  
 

January 13:  Dr. Joel Sheesley (Wheaton 
College), Painting—Professor of Art. Joel’s 
work in painting has addressed a variety of 
themes having to do with the human person’s 
connection to placeand culture. An active artist 
and exhibitor of his work, Joel currently shows 
his work at gescheidle in Chicago. Sheesley received 
Wheaton’s Senior Scholor Achievement Award in 2000 and an 
Illinois Artist Fellowship Grant in 2002. 
 

January 20: Dr. Bruce Benson (Wheaton College), 
Liturgy—Professor of Philosophy, Wheaton 
College. Although trained in the analytic 
tradition while a student at Wheaton, Dr. 
Benson’s philosophical interests have been 

largely formed by the continental tradition.. His studies in 
Germany as Fulbright Fellow at the Hegel Archives enabled 
him to take part in the Hegel Kolloquium at the archives, follow 
courses and seminars with Otto Pöggeler and Bernhard 
Waldenfels, and have extended visits with Hans-Georg 
Gadamer, whose hermeneutics greatly have influenced his 
work in various ways. His time as a visiting scholar at the New 
School and a guest lecturer in philosophy of religion at Union 
Theological Seminary were broadening philosophically, 
theologically, and politically. 
 

January 27: Dr. Brett Foster (Wheaton 
College), Poetry—Dr. Foster's interests 
include Sixteenth- and Seventeenth-Century 
English Literature, Creative Writing, 
Shakespeare, Renaissance Drama, Religion and Literature, 
Early Modern Travel Literature, Italian Renaissance Literature, 
Anglo-Italian Texts, Classical Influence in the Renaissance, 
Translation & Imitation, Poetics, Modern and Contemporary 
Poetry, and Traditions of Lyric Poetry. 



January 2013 

Page 11 

Annual Convention Report 
 

The Diocese of Chicago  – November 16-17, 2012 
Theme:  The Conversation is the Relationship  
 

Picture 800 Episcopalians, clergy and lay from our whole 
diocese, our own Bishop Jeffrey Lee, Bishop Benito of our 
companion diocese of Southeast Mexico, Bishop Joseph 
Garang Aram of our companion diocese of Renk, South 
Sudan, friends from the Diocese of Quincy, holy hip hop 
artists and ministers of the gospel Verbal Kwest, Cam 
Tripp from Fierce Inc., our own clergy delegates George, 
Elizabeth and Victor, lay delegates Sawyer, Diane, 
Gretchen and Virginia, others from our church Catherine, 
Walter, Dolores, Dick, May, Marsha, Jill, and Judy, and 
picture all these people debating and discussing, inspiring 
and preaching, praying and worshipping, singing and 
swaying, speaking and praying in Spanish and English, 
eating and dancing, encouraging and being encouraged 
for two days, in many workshop rooms and two immense 
ballrooms, at the Westin Hotel in nearby Lombard.  
Now that’s a conversation!  You just know it was great.  
 

A few convention highlights:  
- Thrive! our new diocesan magazine debuted. (Check it 
out in the Narthex.) The Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-
Burrows: If you are looking for a conversation starter about 
the church—or need an answer to the question of what 
you did this weekend—say ‘This!’ and hold up the 
magazine. I’m excited about this magazine’s particular 
way of telling some of the stories of vitality, partnership, 
transformation, gift and legacy that make the Diocese of 
Chicago an incredible place to live and serve. 
- Worship included Scripture and prayers read in both 
Spanish and English. Bishop Lee affirmed emerging 
expression congregations, and particularly our own 
Congregation of San Marcos, acknowledging the faith and 
leadership of George and Victor and thanking God for this 
congregation’s vigorous growth in just one year. 
 

how the relationship has changed our parish and given  
us courage to affirm the vision of Spanish Language  
ministries and to welcoming the Congregation of San 
Marcos together with, and as, one church located at St. 
Mark’s, Glen Ellyn.     
- Cam Tripp led the convention-wide workshop on how to 
have fierce conversations, not negative conversations, 
but real ones. Our careers, companies, relationships and 
lives succeed or fail gradually, then suddenly, one 
conversation at a time.  The conversational tools of fierce 
conversations were a framework for workshops on: 
addressing the legacy of slavery, God’s call for ministry 
with youth, and addressing gun violence against children.  
 

Fierce conversations:     
a. Interroga la Realidad  - Interrogate Reality  
b. Provoca Aprendizaje  - Provoke Learning  
c. Aborda Dificiles Retos  -Tackle Tough Challenges  
d. Enriquece Relaciones  - Enrich Relationships 
 

- Resolution G-175 of the convention supports Illinois 
legislation (HB 5831) that would require the titling of 
handguns. An offering was taken for CROSSWalk, an 
initiative to address violence against youth.  
- Bishop Lee reported on progress in the Campaign for 
St. James Commons, a new initiative for congregational 
vitality, and reunification talks with the Diocese of Quincy.   
- Regarding St. James Commons, Bishop Lee said: We 
have a spectacularly renewed tool at the Commons for 
making the church visible in the heart of the city and 
diocese of Chicago. 
- Guests from the Diocese of Quincy thanked the 
convention. We are humbled by your compassion, 
energized by your spiritual energy. We finally have the 
opportunity to be part of the wider church and look 
forward to continuing this ‘fierce conversation’ about how 
we can move forward and be a witness to Jesus Christ in 
the world. 
 

By Virginia Vagt, alternative delegate, with excerpts from 
November 21st, News From the Diocesan Convention.  

January 12 Forum 7:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s:  
What to Do to Fix Crises in Jobs, Housing, Healthcare and Education 

 

The forum is sponsored by the DuPage Peace Through Justice Coalition features as its main speaker Dr. Bill Barclay. 
Dr. Barclay spent 22 years working in the financial services industry and was a vice president of both the Chicago Stock 
Exchange and the Chicago Board of Trade. He has also been a long-time fighter for peace and justice.In addition to Dr. 
Barclay, we will have a panel of local residents who will describe how they have been affected by the economic crises. 
And there will be time for questions and comments. For more information, email Kevin Lindemann at 
kklcac@earthlink.net or call 630-690-4031. 
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Opportunities for Continual Spiritual Growth 
Tuesdays 9 a.m. Rector’s Bible study               Wednesdays noon Mid Week Eucharist 

Fridays 7 a.m. Morning Prayer 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church of Glen Ellyn 
393 Main St Glen Ellyn IL 60137 www.stmarksglenellyn.org 

 

Church phone     630 858-1020 
Toll-free:  866 941-1020 
Fax:  630 858-1035 

 

Rev. George D. Smith, Rector rector@stmarksglenellyn.org 
Rev. Elizabeth Molitors, Associate Rector associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org  
Rev. Victor Conrado, Associate Rector/Spanish Ministries vichuconva@gmail.com  
Rev. Dr. Walter M. Dunnett, Assistant Rector walterdunnett@stmarksglenellyn.org 
Rev. Dr. Robin Currie, Pastor Associate revdoc04@sbcglobal.net  
Rev. Catharine Phillips, Priest Associate revcphillips@gmail.com  
Charles H. Snider, Jr., Organist/Choirmaster choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org  
Marsha Webster, Music Associate  musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org.  
Jill Bednas, Director of Children’s Ministries childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org  
Ms. Dellana Mote, Office Manager frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org 
St. Mark’s Preschool              www.stmarksglenellyn.org/preschool.  

http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org/preschool

