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  3 Virgen de la Candelaria 
 (Rosario & Eucharist) 
   Evensong followed by a light supper 
  6 MOMS  
 Midweek Group for Senior High Youth  
  9 Men's Group 
10 Annual Meeting & Cake Auction 
12 Burning of the Palms and 
 Pancake supper 
 Finance Committee 
13 Ash Wednesday  ashes 
 distributed all day 
 Eucharist with ashes: 7 a.m, noon, 
 7:30 p.m. MOMS   
18 Daughters of the King meeting 
19 Vestry 
20 Midweek Lenten supper and 
 programs 
 MOMS 
 Midweek Group for Senior High Youth  
23 Men’s Group 
 Feed My Starving Children  
 (3rd grade and up) 
24 Labyrinth 
27 Midweek Lenten supper and 

programs 
 MOMS  
 Midweek Group for Senior High Youth  

Rooted in baptism, Growing in faith. Branching out into the world. 

POSTMARK 

Yoga is Back! 
Breathe – Move – 
Learn – Shine 
 

Please join Reeny 
Linstrom for yoga on 

February Fridays 9:30 – 10:45 a. m. 
in Mahon Hall. The class will be for 
all levels of experience and is open 
to everyone!  Bring your friends!  
Childcare will be provided.  Contact 
Reeny Lindstrom 
reenylinstrom@yahoo.com 

Shrove Tuesday 
 

February 12 
 

Burning of the Palms,  
Pancake Supper 

& Bible Bingo Night 
  

6:00 p. m. gather on the 
church steps 
to burn last 
year’s palms 
for Ash Wednesday 
 

6:16 p.m. Pancake 
Supper in 
Mahon Hall by 
the St. Mark’s 
Men’s Group 

 

6:45 p.m. - Bible Bingo for 
families. Expand your 
Bible I.Q. There will be 
prizes! 

“BATTER UP!” 
 

It‘s the sweetest time of the year! Men and Women of St. Mark‘s, ages 8 to 
108, are invited to bake cakes and other baked goods for the Annual Cake 
Auction and Bake Sale on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 following the 10:30 
service, during the St. Mark's Annual Meeting in Mahon Hall. Come prepared to 
bid on the confections and take home a winner! Again this year, there will be a 
silent auction in addition to the live auction, AND many delicious baked goods 
of all sorts will be available on the bake sale table. 

 

Bakers: Please bring your baked good donations to the St. Mark's 
kitchen or Mahon Hall prior to the Annual Meeting. Please include 
your name and the name of your baked item. Proceeds to support 
the 2013 St. Mark‘s Mexico Mission Trip--our 8th! Please contact 
Kim Reed or kimreed@wowway.com for details. 

Ash Wednesday February 13 
 

The first Christians observed with great devotion 
the redemption of all people through Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. It became the custom of 
the church to prepare for that time by a season 
of penitence and fasting.  The holy season of 
Lent begins by acknowledging our need for 
repentance and for the mercy and forgiveness 
proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
begin our journey to Easter with the sign of 
ashes. This ancient sign speaks of the frailty  of 
human life and marks the penitence of the 
Christian community around the world. 
 

 Worship with Ashes and Eucharist  
at 7 a.m., noon and 7:30 p.m. 

 

Why are we giving out ashes outside of a 
worship service? 
We offer ashes all day as a reminder that need, 
humility, and healing do not need to be confined 
to a church building or time of day.  

  

Ashes: 6-8 a.m. at the  
Metra train station and  

all day in the church library. 
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Rector’s Message 

Read Luke for Lent 
 

If someone who knew nothing about Christianity asked me where to make a start, one of the things I would suggest is 
reading the Gospel of Luke.  If someone who felt spiritually low or alienated by Christianity asked me to recommend a 
resource, I would suggest reading the Gospel of Luke.  If someone who felt encouraged and confident in their faith asked 
for a task that would challenge them, I would suggest reading the Gospel of Luke.  For every season of faith, doubt, joy and 
sorrow, and for every person, regardless of denomination, religion or no religion, the Gospel of Luke is a wonderful 
resource.  
 

The Gospel of Luke is one of the four canonical (in the Bible) accounts of Jesus’ life, ministry and death.  The other three 
are Mark, Matthew and John.  There are good reasons to read all four of the Gospels but if you had to choose just one, I 
recommend Luke.  The author of Luke (who never identifies himself or herself) tells us in the first paragraph of chapter one 
that he is writing an “orderly account” of the life of Jesus.  In 24 chapters, we indeed learn about Jesus’ birth and his 
childhood, his ministry in Galilee, journey to and final days in Jerusalem, his trial, crucifixion and death, and his resurrection 
and appearance to disciples on the road to Emmaus.  The account may be orderly, but the message is anything but 
predictable.  The Gospel of Luke includes a number of remarkable parables told by Jesus, not included in the other three 
Gospels.  The most famous of these are about the good Samaritan found in chapter 10 and the lost son (sometimes known 
as the “Prodigal Son”) found in chapter 15.  Who is my neighbor?  Who is doing God’s work?  Who is forgiven?  Who is 
saved?  These stories provide outcomes that challenge traditional thinking, including what many people may think are 
“Christian” responses.  Other parables about a lost coin and a lost sheep serve to focus attention on the outcasts of Jesus’ 
world including Samaritans, lepers, tax collectors, the poor and women in general.  Through these stories, the Gospel of 
Luke stresses the universal appeal and mission of Jesus’ ministry, then and now.  When the resurrected Jesus appears 
among his disciples, he says to them “Peace be with you.”  The Gospel of Luke is also a Gospel of peace. 
 

Lent begins this year on February 13.  There are 46 days between Ash Wednesday and the day before Easter Sunday.  
This is a perfect time to make a commitment to read the entire Gospel of Luke.  In order to help you, a day-by-day reflection 
guide will be available on-line on the St. Mark’s web site and in a printed booklet.  This guide will lead you through Luke 
with daily reflections one chapter at a time as well as information about Lenten events at St. Mark’s.   The investment of 
time, perhaps just ten minutes a day, will pay off in many ways.  You will renew your understanding of who Jesus is, find 
yourself challenged and feel spiritually renewed.  And throughout the entire year, as we hear the Gospel of Luke read on 
Sunday mornings, having read the entire Gospel yourself, you will have the big picture. 
 

 Blessings on a holy Lent, Yours in Christ – George+ 

When will Justin Welby become Archbishop of Canterbury? 
 

Lambeth Palace posted the following explanation of the transition process of the retirement of Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan Williams and his successor Durham Bishop Justin Welby: Dr. Rowan Williams, 104th 
Archbishop of Canterbury, stepped down from the position on Dec. 31. Justin Welby, bishop of Durham, was 
named as his successor on Nov. 9. The Queen approved Justin Welby for election to the position of 
Archbishop of Canterbury. On Jan. 10, the College of Canons met in the Chapter House of Canterbury 
Cathedral to elect Bishop Justin as the new Archbishop, having received a Congé d’Elire from the Crown 
confirming that the See of Canterbury is vacant. A legal ceremony, the Confirmation of Election, will take 

place on Feb. 4 at St Paul’s Cathedral in London. The Dean of Canterbury will confirm to a commission of diocesan bishops 
that Bishop Justin has been elected according to statute. At this point, the office of Archbishop is conferred on Justin Welby 
– until then he remains Bishop of Durham. The Enthronement will take place on March 21 at Canterbury Cathedral. The 
new Archbishop will be placed on two thrones – the diocesan throne in the Cathedral Quire as the Bishop of the Diocese of 
Canterbury, and the Chair of St.  Augustine as Archbishop of Canterbury.  FROM ENS: Episcopal News Service. Used with 
permission. http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2013/01/02/when-will-justin-welby-officially-become-archbishop-of-
canterbury/ 
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Outreach Committee – 
 HELP GIVEN…HELP WANTED 

 

St. Mark’s has made an ongoing commitment to Outreach, 
with the objective of nurturing the passion its congregation 
has for helping others that are less fortunate. As part of this 
effort, the St. Mark’s Outreach Committee provides 
additional funding support for selected causes each year. In 
2012, the Committee earmarked contributions for the Walk-
In Ministry, for a children’s musical instrument program for 
Holy Family School and for continued support of our 
companion parish in Southeast Mexico. The Committee 
wants extend its thanks to St. Mark’s for its support of these 
causes and to the many parishioners who bring their 
passion to helping others.  
 

If you have interest in getting involved in Outreach, please 
consider becoming part of our committee. If you’re 
interested, please contact Tim Dorgan at 
tdorgan@gmail.com. 

Luke   1 
 

Luke 21 
 

Luke   4 
 
Luke   6 
   

Luke 19 
 
Luke 11 
 

Luke 10 
 

Luke   9   
 

Luke   2  

Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh. 
 

Blessed be the king that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 
 

For with God nothing shall be impossible. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
 

Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 
 

If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 
 

It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. 
 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself. 
 

When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

Annual meeting February 10 
 

The Annual Meeting and Cake Auction will take 
place in Mahon Hall immediately following the 
10:30 AM service on Sunday, February 10. A light 
buffet lunch will be served.  We will be honoring 
retiring Vestry members Scott Bednas (Senior 
Warden), Ben Maxson, Gerry Carey, Danna Gross, 
Reeny Linstrom, and Cynthia Mote (Youth 
Representative). We will vote on the new slate of 
vestry nominees and delegates to 
convention.  Reports will be given by the finance 
committee and rector.  Summaries of reports will 
be translated in Spanish.  A buffet lunch will be 
served.  During the meeting there will be activities 
for young children in the undercroft. 

Vestry  
 

Luke Quiz 
 

Can you match the Bible verse with the chapter in Luke? Spend this Lent Looking through Luke at St. 
Mark’s. Lots of opportunities from Midweek gatherings to Sunday messages to Lenten Journey Guide. 
 

Evensong February 3 
 

5:30 p.m. A program of organ duet music provided by Marsha Webster and Kathy Christian 
 

6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong, followed by a light supper catered by Blackberry Market. Please RSVP 
                 for the supper by singing up in the Narthex. 
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Spanish Language Ministry 
The Rev. Victor H. Conrado associatespanish@stmarksglenellyn.org 

En la Biblia, el número cuatro simboliza el universo material, 
seguido de ceros significa el tiempo de nuestra vida en la 
tierra, seguido de pruebas y dificultades. 
 

La práctica de la Cuaresma data desde el siglo IV, cuando se 
da la tendencia a constituirla en tiempo de penitencia y de 
renovación para toda la Iglesia, con la práctica del ayuno y 
de la abstinencia. Conservada con bastante vigor, al menos 
en un principio, en las iglesias de oriente, la práctica 
penitencial de la Cuaresma ha sido cada vez más aligerada 
en occidente, pero debe observarse un espíritu penitencial y 
de conversión. 
 

Martes para preparar la Ceniza 
Fecha: Martes, 12 de febrero 
Hora:  de 6:00 PM a 8:00 PM 
Esta es una celebración litúrgica simple en 
la que se queman las Palmas usadas durante el Domingo de 
Ramos del año 2012 para utilizarlas al día siguiente, 
Miércoles de Ceniza. Después de este celebración, todos y 
todas son invitados a un festín de Panqueques simbolizando 
una ultima cena antes de entrar en un tiempo riguroso de 
ayuno y abstinencia. 
 

Miércoles de Ceniza 
Fecha: Miércoles, 13 de febrero. 
Santa Misa e imposición de la ceniza:  7:00 AM y 12:00 
PM en ingles; y 7:00 PM en español. 
Imposición de la Ceniza: Todo el día tendremos las cenizas 
disponibles en la parroquia para las personas que deseen 
recibirlas. 
Las palabras que marcan este día son: “Recuerda que polvo 
eres y en polvo te convertirás; Arrepiéntete y cree en el 
Evangelio.” 
Con la imposición de las cenizas, se inicia una estación 
espiritual particularmente relevante para todo cristiano que 
quiera prepararse dignamente para vivir el Misterio Pascual, 
es decir, la Pasión, Muerte y Resurrección de Nuestro Señor 
Jesucristo. 

Comenzamos nuestra 
Cuaresma. 

 

La Cuaresma es el tiempo litúrgico de 
conversión, que marca la iglesia para prepararnos a la 
gran fiesta de la Pascua. Es tiempo para arrepentirnos 
de nuestros pecados y de cambiar algo de nosotros 
para ser mejores y poder vivir más cerca de Cristo. 
 

La Cuaresma dura 40 días; comienza el Miércoles de 
Ceniza y termina antes de la Misa de la Cena del 
Señor del Jueves Santo. A lo largo de este tiempo, 
sobre todo en la liturgia del domingo, hacemos un 
esfuerzo por recuperar el ritmo y estilo de verdaderos 
creyentes que debemos vivir como hijos de Dios. 
 

El color litúrgico de este tiempo es el morado que 
significa luto y penitencia. Es un tiempo de reflexión, 
de penitencia, de conversión espiritual; tiempo de 
preparación al misterio pascual. 
 

En la Cuaresma, Cristo nos invita a cambiar de vida. 
La Iglesia nos invita a vivir la Cuaresma como un 
camino hacia Jesucristo, escuchando la Palabra de 
Dios, orando, compartiendo con el prójimo y haciendo 
obras buenas. Nos invita a vivir una serie de actitudes 
cristianas que nos ayudan a parecernos más a 
Jesucristo, ya que por acción de nuestro pecado, nos 
alejamos más de Dios. 
 

Por ello, la Cuaresma es el tiempo del perdón y de la 
reconciliación fraterna. Cada día, durante toda la vida, 
hemos de arrojar de nuestros corazones el odio, el 
rencor, la envidia, los celos que se oponen a nuestro 
amor a Dios y a los hermanos. En Cuaresma, 
aprendemos a conocer y apreciar la Cruz de Jesús. 
Con esto aprendemos también a tomar nuestra cruz 
con alegría para alcanzar la gloria de la resurrección. 
 

40 días 
La duración de la Cuaresma está basada en el símbolo 
del número cuarenta en la Biblia. En ésta, se habla de 
los cuarenta días del diluvio, de los cuarenta años de 
la marcha del pueblo judío por el desierto, de los 
cuarenta días de Moisés y de Elías en la montaña, de 
los cuarenta días que pasó Jesús en el desierto antes 
de comenzar su vida pública, de los 400 años que duró 
la estancia de los judíos en Egipto. 

Santo Viacrucis 
Todos los viernes durante la cuaresma, comenzando el día 
viernes 15 de febrero, tendremos el Santo Viacrucis de 
7:00 PM a 7:30 PM. Esta es una buena disciplina que nos 
ayuda a recordar los diferentes momentos vividos por 
nuestro Señor durante su pasión y muerte. 

mailto:associatespanish@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Reunión Anual de la Parroquia de San Marcos 
Fecha: Domingo, 10 de febrero 
Hora: de 11:30 AM a 1:00 PM 
Lugar: Salón Parroquial “Mahon Hall” 
Durante esta reunión anual de la Parroquia de San 
Marcos, representantes de toda la parroquia se 
reúnen a celebrar los logros y retos del año 2012, se 
dan a conocer las proyecciones trazadas para el año 
2013 al igual que se coloca a consideración el 
presupuesto de la parroquia para el Año 2013 y se 
eligen a representantes de la Junta Parroquial. 
 
Otras fechas importantes de este mes 

 

Inicio de nueva clases de catequesis 
El día domingo 3 de febrero a las 11:30 
AM daremos comienzo a nuestras clases 
de catequesis para recibir los sacramentos 
de la Comunión y Confirmación. Los 
estudiantes para la Primera Comunión se 

reunirán en el salón 202. Los estudiantes para 
confirmación se unirán al grupo dirigido por la 
profesora Kim Reed. 
 

Programa y Cena durante la Cuaresma 
Fecha: Todos los miércoles, comenzando el 20 de 
febrero hasta el 20 de marzo. 
Hora: 6:00 PM a 7:30 PM 
Esta es una oportunidad muy grande para asumir y 
guardar una disciplina espiritual durante la cuaresma. 
Tendremos presentaciones de varios temas en ingles 
y español. Estos temas son relacionados con nuestro 
crecimiento espiritual durante este tiempo importante 
de la Cuaresma. 

Walking the Labyrinth 
 

On Sunday, February 24, take a few minutes to engage in an 
ancient spiritual practice, walking a labyrinth. A portable canvas 
labyrinth will be set up in Mahon Hall from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., with 
information provided as to how to walk and pray a labyrinth. A website on 
labyrinth walking describes the process this way: “A labyrinth is an ancient 
symbol that relates to wholeness. It combines the imagery of the circle and the 
spiral into a meandering but purposeful path. The Labyrinth represents a journey 
to our own center and back again out into the world. Labyrinths have long been 
used as meditation and prayer tools.” The season of Lent (which begins on Ash 
Wednesday, February 13) is a good time to engage in a new spiritual practice. If 
you have questions or need further information, please contact Paula Zwiebel at 
zbuckys@comcast.net or Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at emolitors@yahoo.com  

United Thank 
Offering  

(the little blue 
boxes) 

 

  Take a box home and fill it with 
change as you give thanks for the 
blessings God has bestowed upon 
you.  
  By participating in this offering, 
we participate in the worldwide 
reach of the Episcopal Church. 
Please return them to St. Mark’s 
on EasterSunday, March 31. 

Welcome Back, Miguel! 
 

Es un placer para mí el comunicarles que en los próximos 
seis meses estaré en la iglesia St. Marcos trabajando con 
nuestro rector  George Smith  y con el Padre Víctor Conrado, 
además de fungir como mi mentores durante este tiempo, 
con agrado vemos como la misa en español a crecido para 
mi es una oportunidad de servir y apoyar en este ministerio, 
básicamente mi trabajo consiste en apoyar la educacion 
religiosa, en las clase de primera comunión, en la clase de 
confirmación y en la clase para adultos. Además de participar 
en la Eucaristia semanal y otras festividades.  El cuidado 
pastoral es un ministerio en el cual estaremos trabajando 
intensamente, visitaremos a las familias como parte de este 
ministerio, St Mark`s es una comunidad con raíces en el 
bautismo, que crecer en la fe, la comunidad hispana se 
identifica y se siente parte de esta misión, les pido continúen 
orando y apoyando a este ministerio y a mi proceso. 
 

It is a pleasure for me to announce that in the next six 
months I will be serving as a deacon at St. Mark’s, working 
closely with Fr. George and Fr. Victor.  My ministry will be 
focused primarily on the 1 p.m. service both in worship and in 
formation, helping with confirmation classes, Bible studies, 
the choir and with special events.  St. Mark’s is a community 
rooted in baptism, growing in faith and branching out into the 
world, and I believe that with faith, the Hispanic community 
will feel strongly connected to and part of this vision.   

Retiro Espiritual de Febrero 
El día sábado, 16 de febrero de 2:00 PM a 5:00 PM  
tendremos nuestro retiro espiritual mensual. El tema para 
este mes es: Vive La Cuaresma. 
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RETIREE'S POTLUCK 
BRUNCH AND  

WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT 
EXCHANGE 

 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 11:30,  

MAHON HALL 
 

For all of us retired folk (or wannabes), this will 
be a casual brunch that includes a wild and 
crazy white elephant gift exchange. What is a 
white elephant? Could be something good for a 
laugh or something you're tired of looking at. 
Wrap it up and bring it! For the Potluck, we'll be 
needing casseroles, fruit or vegetable salads, 
coffee cakes or desserts...each to serve 10. 
Questions? Audrey Halbeck, 469-5330, 
xhalbeck@yahoo.com; Bonnie Schwanz, 
bonnieschwanz@yahoo.com; Sue Mylander, 
469-1651, suemylander@aol.com. There is 
also a sign-up sheet in the narthex. 

Stephen Ministry at St. Mark’s 
Galatians 6:2 “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will 

fulfill the law of Christ.” 
 

What is Stephen Ministry? Stephen Ministry is a program of lay 
pastoral caregiving founded by the Rev. Kenneth C. Haugk in 1975. 
A Lutheran in charge of a growing church in St. Louis, Pastor 
Haugk noticed that he was unable to meet all the pastoral care 
needs in his congregation by himself. He developed an intensive 
training for laypeople interested in offering emotional and spiritual 
support to parish members going through difficult transitions. He 
trained and commissioned several laypeople to support co-
parishoners during difficult transitions. The caregivers and care 
receivers met in weekly, one-on-one, confidential encounters. Since 
the success of his program, Stephen Ministry has grown into a 
national ecumenical ministry. More than 11,000 congregations are 
enrolled in Stephen Ministry in over 150 denominations. 
 

What is Stephen Ministry at St. Mark’s? Stephen Ministry at St. 
Mark’s links trained Stephen Ministers to parishioners in need. Our 
program shares resources with the Stephen Ministry program at 
First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn. We have eight trained 
Stephen Ministers at St. Mark’s and many more available from First 
Congregational. At any given time, several trained caregivers are 
meeting weekly with care receivers for support during times of 
transition. Our parish leadership believes there are wonderful 
opportunities for growth in this program.  
 

Who might benefit from a Stephen Minister? Everyone 
experiences difficult transitions in life. Perhaps it’s the loss of a job. 
Perhaps it’s the death of a loved one. Maybe the responsibilities of 
family, work and community life seem overwhelming. A trained 
caregiver can benefit someone experiencing divorce, isolation, 
caretaking fatigue or any number of life’s struggles. Someone with 
significant mental health needs would not be an appropriate match 
for a Stephen Minister; Stephen Ministers are not substitutes for 
professional counselors.  
 

Why is it called Stephen Ministry? Stephen holds a special place 
in Church observance. In Acts 6, the Apostles commission Stephen 
for ministry after they realize they cannot meet all the needs of the 
fledgling Christian community. Acts describes Stephen as a “man 
full of faith and the Holy Spirit.” His strong faith and selfless service 
to others make him an appropriate model for the kind of caring 
ministry required of Stephen Ministers.  
 

How would I learn more? For more detailed information, please 
visit http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/
default.cfm/900 
 

How do I become a caregiver or a care receiver? Please contact 
Fr. George Smith at rector@stmarksglenellyn.org or (630) 858-
1020, ext. 222.  

Choristers for K– Grade 2 
Choristers rehearse Wednesdays at 4:15 - 5:00 
p.m.  If your child has finished their fall sports 
commitment and now has time to join this group, 
they are more than welcome! If your child simply 
wants to try singing for a rehearsal or two, they 
are welcome to do that also!  The group is for 
Kindergarten - 2nd grade children. Choristers 
sing during worship once a 
month.  Questions?  Contact Marsha Webster 
at musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Give & Take Table: Do you have something 
you don't need anymore, that someone else 
might be able to use? Bring it to the Give & 
Take table in the kitchen area outside of the 
church office. Books, vases, children's 
toys....you're limited only by your imagination. 
Need something that someone else has 
donated? Peruse the Give & Take table, and 
take home what you can use. Items left on the 
table for more than two weeks will be donated 
to PADS. 
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Children 
Jill Bednas childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Youth 
Rev. Elizabeth Molitors emolitors@yahoo.com. 

St. Mark's Preschool Registration  
 

If you are interested in enrolling  your child in our preschool 
program for the 2013-2014 school year, open registration 
has begun. You may pick up an application form in the 
narthex or print one from our website, 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org/preschool.  Children must be 
three years old by September 1, 2013.  Please feel free to 
email Cindy Flynn at preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org, with 
any questions.   

February's OneChurch Event for Middle School (6/7/8 
grade) youth will be at Grace Lutheran Church, 493 
Forest Avenue, Glen Ellyn, on February 8, 6-8 p.m. You 
are welcome to bring your non-St. Mark's friends. This 
gathering will include youth from St. Mark's, St. Luke's 
Lutheran and Grace Lutheran. 
 

Senior High Youth: The St. Mark's mid-week high 
school group will meet during February on the following 
Wednesday nights: February 6, 20 and 27; we will not be 
meeting February 13 which is Ash Wednesday. Come 
and enjoy an evening of fellowship, games, music, 
discussion and food, 7:30-9 :00 p.m. 

Great Things are Happening 
in Sunday school!  

This month we feature the Preschool 4’s class 
photo of them decorating cutouts of their feet to 
make a banner about walking in the footsteps of 
Jesus.  In class they talk about the things we do, 
and the actions we take, and what Jesus would 
want us to do and what it means to be a 
Christian.  A typical class day starts with 
playdoh, coloring, and music, then bible story 
time and then move into a hands-on activity to 
reinforce the bible story of the day.  Class ends 
with a prayer and a snack.   

Coming in March…for Kids! 
 
Instructed Seder March 20 
Children are encouraged to attend our Wednesday, 
March 20 Instructed Seder with their parents. This meal 
is a great experiential learning opportunity, where we 
reenact a Jewish tradition associated with Passover. The 
event begins at 6:00 p.m. and concludes at 7:45 p.m. 
Sign up to attend on the sheet in the narthex. 
 
Palm Sunday March 24 
Follow Molly the donkey before the 9:15 and 10:30 a.m. 
services. Meet in the parking lot. 
  
Maunday Thursday March 28 
Agape Feast 
Join in this ancient Christian tradition of sharing a simple 
meal at 6:00 p.m. in Mahon Hall. The Agape Feast is a 
beautiful evening of fellowship around a table spread with 
a simple meal consisting of bread, cheese, nuts, dried 
fruit, olives, wine, grape juice, and water. The Agape 
Feast can be traced back to the early Christians who met 
regularly for food and fellowship before the Eucharist. 
The Maundy Thursday service begins at 7:30 p.m. when 
we will commemorate Jesus’ institution of Holy 
Communion at his Last Supper, shortly before he was 
betrayed, arrested, and sent to the cross.  
 
Good Friday March 29 
Children’s Dramatic Worship  
Follow in the Footsteps through Jerusalem as we trace 
the last days of Jesus’ lfe. Come at either 10 a.m. or 
11:15 a.m. 
 
Easter Vigil March 30 
Begin outdoors at the open fire to light the candles. Enter 
the darkness of the church and hear the words of hope 
before the lights come up and we sing our joyful songs. 
 
Resurrection of Our Lord March 31 
Christ is Risen! Easter morning March 31 come to 
family worship at 9 or 11:15 a.m. with Egg Hunt following 
each service! 
 

http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org/preschool
mailto:preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Feed My Starving Children  
 

On Saturday, February 23, the adults and children 
(3rd grade and up) of St. Mark’s have an opportunity to 
help feed the world by working a shift at Feed My 
Starving Children (FMSC) in Aurora, a non-profit 
organization that ships shelf-stable meals to 
malnourished children in 70 
countries. St. Mark’s children 
and adults will work in teams to 
hand-pack meals that will be 
shipped to areas of the world 
affected by drought, famine 
and natural disasters. 
 

Space is limited, so sign up soon on the display in the 
narthex. A ratio of one adult for every 4 children is 
required. Our work group will gather at St. Mark’s at 
10:30 a.m. on February 23, and travel together to 
Aurora (a 30-45 minute drive) for an 11:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. shift, returning to St. Mark’s by around 2:15 p.m. 
Questions? Please contact Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at 
630-858-1020, x226 or emolitors@yahoo.com. 

I was cold and you gave 
me shelter 

 

Welcome and warming center: The 
Welcome and Warming Center in Glen 

Ellyn at United Methodist Church has now opened its 
doors to the homeless. St. Mark’s will staff the center 
every 3rd Sunday, until March 17. We need at least 5 
volunteers for each Sunday shift from 4:00 p.m. – 6:45 
p.m. Sign-up sheets are in the narthex. Questions? Call 
Ben Maxson at (630) 715-5913.  

The Men’s Group continues to meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month in the library at St. Mark’s. Our 
next meeting is February 9. Coffee at 7:30 a.m. and then a 
DVD/discussion at 8 a.m. The sessions are open to all men 
from the St. Mark’s community and beyond. Leo 
Lanzillo at llanzillo@gmail.com or Father 
George at Rector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Pastor Robin Shares Travel 
Adventures 

On March 19 Pastor Robin Currie will share 
stories and pictures of her trips with Cross 
Cultural Solutions to India, Russia and 

Morocco. These information sessions on volunteer travel will 
be St. Mark’s at 10:30 a.m. and at the Glen Ellyn Public 
library at 7 p.m. Robin Currie revdoc04@sbcglobal.net 

Adult Forum for February 
 

These sessions all begin at 9:15 in Mahon Hall. 
Bring your coffee and never stop learning! 
 
3 February: The Dignity of the Stranger 
 Rev. Elizabeth Molitors 
 
 
10 February: Faith Journeys 
 Rev. Catharine Phillips 
  Dr. David Fletcher 
 
 
17 February: Lent 101 
 Rev. Dr. Walter Dunnett 

 
 
24 February: Sabbath  
 Ms. Keri Wyatt Kent 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE - Become a foster parent with 
Lawrence Hall Youth Services and help a child in need. 
For more information about the agency and the licensing 
process, please contact Kristin Miller at (312) 456-6502. 
Since 1865, Lawrence Hall Youth Services has been 
delivering quality care to children and their families 
throughout the Chicago area, many of whom have 
experienced significant traumas in their lives. Part of the 
family of Episcopal Charities, Lawrence Hall has a 
residential facility, older adolescent program, foster care 
program, and therapeutic day school. 

Our organist and choirmaster, Charles 
Snider, has been absent from the organ 
bench for several weeks. He is recovering 
from an infection in his foot that requires 
intensive care and observation. Please 
keep him in your prayers for a speedy recovery and 
return to St. Mark's. You may send a get well e-mail to 
him at svocm@aol.com. 

Have you prayed for peace today? 
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St. Mark's Women's Retreat 
 

Women of St. Mark’s - Register Now!  
For Our Annual St. Mark's Women's Retreat: 

 March 15-17, 2013 
 

Powerful Peace! Our own Lucia Conrado and Carolyn 
Faivre will share their stories. Both are guaranteed to 
captivate and inspire us for the courage and peace they 
found and received, to restart life, again and again (and 
again!) 
 

·Plus: relaxation and fun, mini-
Pilates, meditation-for-non-
meditators, Spa, Games!, 
worship and warm friendship-
building. 
 

Whether you're new, a long-time St. Marker, or anywhere in 
between, you'll feel at home. Don't miss this great time 
together! - Registration forms on the Narthex table.-
Questions? ask Fiona Miller, fionam@comcast.ne or 
Virginia Vagt, virginia.vagt@gmail.co 

Ongoing Opportunities for  
Spiritual Growth 

 

Tuesdays  
9 a.m. Rector’s Bible study 

 

Wednesdays  
noon Mid Week Eucharist;  

6 p.m. midweek youth activities 
 

Fridays  
7 a.m. Morning Prayer 

 

Be sure to pick up a Lenten Journey Guide  
for daily devotions. 

Keeping God’s People Safe 
 

“The Diocese of Chicago is committed to doing everything 
in its power to maintain a safe and supportive atmosphere 
for the children who are members of its congregations, at-
tend its programs or participate in its ministries. 
 

To foster a secure environment, we have developed Keep-
ing God’s People Safe, a two-level workshop training pro-
gram that sensitizes all of those who work with children in 
our church to the dangers of child sexual abuse and teach-
es them to recognize and prevent situations in which abuse 
might occur.” [from the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago web-
site] 
 

St. Mark's is hosting Keeping God's People Safe Training 
on Saturday, March 2. Two levels of training are offered: 
Level I: Protecting God's People and Level II: Leading 
God's People. The Level I training is required by the dio-
cese for anyone who works with children or youth; the Level 
II training is required for all church staff, Eucharistic minis-
ters, program leaders, wardens and vestry members. Train-
ing is expected to be repeated after no more than five 
years. 
 

Level I runs from 9 a.m. to 12 noon (check-in and registra-
tion runs from 9-9:30; the presentation begins at 9:30 a.m.), 
and Level II is from 1pm to 3:30 p.m. For those attending 
both parts of the training, please plan on bringing your 
lunch; beverages and dessert will be provided. There is no 
charge for this training.  
 

If you're interested in attending, please RSVP by calling the 
St. Mark's office (630-858-1020) or emailing to 
frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org. Or, you may contact 
Rev. Elizabeth Molitors at 630-828-1020, x226 or emol-
itors@yahoo.com. 

MOMS 
 

MOMS is a weekly small group experience open to moms 
of all ages and stages who want to explore and reflect on 
our roles as mothers, wives, and women. MOMS can 
provide profound insights about identity as well as 
deepened connections with other women in the parish. A 
nine-week commitment is required. A MOMS group is 
currently meeting but we are assessing interest in offering 
another group in the Spring, 2013. Please email Elizabeth 
Lanzillo at stmarksMOMS.3@gmail.com if you would 
consider participating in the spring, or if you have 
questions 

The weekly craft group is back in business. 
Every Wednesday from 9:45 a.m .to noon 
we’ll be meeting and working on projects or 
not, as all crafters and non-crafters are 
welcome. Besides, it’s a fun place to just 
hang out and connect with some of your 

fellow parishioners.  If you have any questions please send 
Lea Forsman an email at lforsman238@gmail.com or 
call  630-517-8144. 



Page 10 

February 2013  

Giving Campaign Progress Report 

  
 
    Thank you to everyone who has turned in a pledge card. If you 
     haven’t turned in yours please do so as soon as possible. Offering 
     envelopes are in the Narthex. Pick yours up this week! 

 

FEBRUARY 2013 
     Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. This 
solemn celebration takes place this year on February 
13, six and one half weeks before Easter, which is 
March 31 this year. Easter has been celebrated from 
early days as the triumph of the Incarnate God over 
the forces of sin and death. Also from that time, the 
period prior to Easter has been marked by prayer, 
fasting, self-examination, and discipline. This period, 
called Lent (related to lengthening of days, from the 
old English word for Spring) prepares us for the Lord’s 
suffering and death on the cross and for his victorious 
resurrection.  
     Lent has its origins in the rule of the early Church 
that converts must be given a rigorous preparation in 
the faith, marked by study and by special discipline, 
prior to their baptism on Easter Sunday. The forty 
days of Lenten preparation are mentioned as early as 
the Council of Nicea in 325 AD. Within a short time, 
this opportunity for preparation for the Lord's 
Resurrection was open even to "veteran" Christians. 
Lent contains the forty days between Ash Wednesday 
and Easter, but does not include Sundays. Sundays 
are not Sundays “of Lent,” but “in Lent;” Sundays, in 
celebration of the Resurrection, are feast days even in 
Lent.  
     The ashes imposed on believers on Ash 
Wednesday portray in a moving fashion our mortality 
and penitence.  As we walk the way of Lent, we open 
our lives to the Lord's purifying scrutiny and widen the 
scope of His resurrection power in our lives. St. Marks 
as well as some other parishes in the diocese have 
taken the imposing of ashes to the streets, offering 
ashes to commuters and shoppers as they go about 
their day’s affairs. 
     In Lent, look for changes in the service as we move 
into a more somber, reflective mode. In Lent we say a 
temporary farewell to the Alleluia, the ancient 
Christian acclamation of Christ's victory, to attend with 
sobriety to how we have not always manifested this 
victory in our daily lives. Lent is a time of self-
examination, a time when we can say with the 
Psalmist,  " I know my transgressions, and my sin is 
ever before me." (Psalm 51:3). An excellent 
explanation of Lent can be found in the Ash 
Wednesday liturgy, pp. 264-5 of the Book of Common 
Prayer.  

On the Liturgy 
David B. Fletcher  David.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

DIY People Wanted! 
 

If you like “Home Improvement” and would like to 
expand your experiences, why not consider “Church 
Improvement”?  Come to Buildings and Grounds' first 2013 
team meeting and check out the possibilities. We will meet on 
Saturday, February 2, at 9 A.M., in the Library. Included on 
the agenda will  be  setting up  a sub-committee to plan 
for  appearance upgrades to St. Mark’s narthex, library and 
Lehman Parlor.  Of course, there are always regular 
maintenance issues for those of you who don’t do 
decorating.  Coffee and breakfast treats will be served.  For 
information contact Cheryl Olsen at bobchero@gmail.co or 
360-790-3741. 

St. Mark’s Financials at-a-glance.  
(As of December 2012) 

 

Total Contributions Expected Year to Date: $616,565 
Total Contributions Received Year to Date:   $597,352 
Total Expenses Expected Year to Date: $669,341 
Total Expenses Year to Date:   $649,857 
 

If you would like more detailed information visit the St. Mark’s 
website at www.stmarksglenellyn.org, send any question to 
treasurer@stmarksglenellyn.org or  contact a member of the 
Vestry.   
 

As an alternative to a contribution made during the worship 
service, feel free to sign up for an online donation. Please 
visit the St. Mark’s website www.stmarksglenellyn.org under 
the “Give” section for directions on how to do this as well as 
providing your 2013 pledge. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and blessings. 
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YOUNG ADULTS  
 

St. Mark’s 20-somethings 
would like to meet you! 
Please email Christina 
at cmcastelli@gmail.com 
We will go out for brunch 
and informal fellowship.  

F. F. Bruce: A Life. By Tim Grass. Grand Rapids IVII: Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 2012. xii + 283 pp. $22.00 (paper).  
 

In a lengthy career of teaching, writing, and church-related ministry, 
Frederick Fyvie Bruce stood out from the crowd as a distinguished and 
fully dedicated man. A Scot by birth, he grew up in Elgin on the Moray Firth 
in northeastern Scotland, near the city of Aberdeen (an important 
university center). As a university student he studied in Aberdeen, 
Cambridge, Vienna and Edinburgh, and at each of these sites he proved to 
be a distinctive student. His professorial career found him in the 
universities of Edinburgh, Leeds, Sheffield, and Manchester between the 
years of 1935 to 1978. His writing career in itself is stunning, in that he is 
said to have composed fifty books, two thousand book reviews, and 
countless articles for journals and magazines. Along with these efforts he 
engaged in an immense number of lectures, addresses and talks to 
various societies and church groups. Just one month prior to his eightieth 
birthday he was called to his heavenly reward (1990).  
 

This book by Timothy Grass is a fitting tribute to Bruce-as husband and 
father, scholar and teacher-yet one distinguished by his God-graced 
humanness. He traces Bruce's life in chronological fashion in a series of 
chapters, with two about his birth and early years, to one on his 
educational pursuits, to five on his career years, to one on his retirement 
years (which he calls "productive"), and a final chapter called "Legacy and 
Evaluation." He adds an impressive bibliography of the writings of F. F. 
Bruce (pp. 230-265) and a select bibliography of "other items" (pp. 266-
278).  
 

Yet to know Bruce personally was an experience which blended the 
distinguished scholar and teacher with a man "of like passions as we are." 
He was gracious, friendly, willing to help people as he could—in other 
words, a "social being." Whether playing Scrabble, or listening to modern 
music (we found he really enjoyed the old Lawrence Welk show on TV), or 
entertaining his grandchildren, he appeared always very much "at home." 
Throughout his life he remained a member of the Christian (Open) 
Brethren fellowship in Scotland and England. His father, Peter Bruce, had 
been a lay evangelist among them, and  directed and encouraged young 
Fred to spread the gospel, as well. Both in his university work, and in his 
church affiliation he did just that. (Interestingly, the Brethren movement 
took rise in the 1840s, when some Anglican priests in Ireland—notably 
John Nelson Darby among them—withdrew from the Anglican Church and 
began to meet simply as "brethren," in the name of the Lord. They are still 
quite influential in Scotland and England.)  
 

Iif you enjoy reading biography, and you would like to learn more about the 
career of this servant of the Lord, I commend this book to your reading. 
Grass has done a careful evaluation of the materials he worked with. It can 
bring before you the power of the Word of God and give direction to your 
life as a witness for Christ in your own endeavors.  

Book Review 
Rev. Dr. Walter M. Dunnett Make Lent Different  

This Year 
New ideas “For Lent I am giving up…” 
+Vending machines of any kind: snacks, 
soda or lottery tickets. 
+Starting sentences with the word “I.” 
How does the world look from the other 
perspective? 
+Offering “constructive criticism.” Or 
even backhanded compliments! 
+Throwing away plastic bag. Find a 
second use, from dog clean-up to lining 
wastebaskets. At the very least, recycle. 
+Name calling to anyone’s face and 
behind their backs. Can you do it while 
driving? 
+Recreational shopping. For 40 days 
purchase only things that are essential to 
you and your household.  
 
New ideas “For Lent I am going to…” 
+Read all 24 chapters of Luke guided by 
St. Mark’s Lenten Journey Guide. 
+Center the week on God. Attend 
midweek worship at noon or evening 
supper and activities. 
+Smile when answering the phone, no 
matter who caller ID says it is! Give one 
compliment a day. Say thank you at the 
end of all sales transactions. 
+Set the phone alarm to ring several 
time a day. When it goes off say a quick 
prayer of thanks. 
+Save all loose change for the UTO Blue 
Boxes. 
+Keep a daily journal of prayers, even 
on the back of an envelope. At Easter, 
see how many have been answered 
already and in what surprising ways. 
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Midweek Lenten Gatherings 
for St. Mark’s Family 

Lent is the period of 40 days, excluding 
Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday 
and concludes with the Easter Triduum 
(Maundy Thursday through Easter Day).  It is 
a time of personal examination, of recalling 
the Easter story and contemplating its 
meaning.   
 

Beginning February 20, plan to join St. 
Mark’s members at midweek supper for 
fellowship and Lenten learning. A simple kid 
friendly supper begins at 6:00 p.m., followed 
by choices of activities for children and 
adults. The congregation gathers for a quiet 
Compline service at 7:30 p.m..Center your 
week and your family in God this Lent. 

 February 12 Burning of the Palms, Pancake Supper, 6:00 p.m. 

February 13 

Ash Wednesday 
Ashes all day 

Eucharist with ashes 7:00 a.m., 
12 noon & 7:30 p.m. 

February 17 
Lent 101 Rev. Dr. Walter Dunnett 

9:30 a.m. Adult Formation 

February 20 
Midweek Eucharist, noon 

Lenten Dinner and Program, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Compline 7:30 p.m. 

February 24 Labyrinth, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

February 27 
Midweek Eucharist, noon 

Lenten Dinner and Program, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Compline 7:30 p.m. 


