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Saturday, August 10 Feed My Starving Children!  
 

We have 20 spots for youth and adults to work at the Aurora 
site with our OneChurch partner, St. Luke from 4:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. Sign up now! Contact Kim Reed at (630) 660-3611 
or kimreed@wowway.com. 

Now Blogging from 
Thailand: Pastor Robin is in 
Thailand July 26-Aug 17 
volunteering. Follow her at 
rcthailand2013.blogspot.com. 

Tacos and Trip Tales! 
Interested in hearing about the 2013 Mexico Mission Trip or 
want to join us in 2014? Or would you just like a free taco?  

Mexico Mission Trip (Free) Taco Lunch  
and Presentation in Mahon Hall 

Sunday, August 11,  
following the 10:30 a.m. service, 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Trip participants will provide a free taco bar with sides and tell you about their 
experiences with our companion parish, San Marcos, in Nigromante, Mexico. 

Blessing for 
Backpacks 
August 25! 

 

God travels with 
us everywhere – especially to 
school! On August 25, everyone 
is invited to bring backpacks to 
worship at any service for a 
Backpack Blessing.  
 

Found a good deal on school 
supplies or want to help a kids 
start the year right? Donate 
school supplies in the box 
provided in the Communications 
Hall to be given to local children 
or the Cathedral Shelter. Glue 
sticks, pencils, markers, crayons 
would be great. (And there is a 
need for new kid sized 
underwear or simply cash!) 

OneChurch Pet 
Blessing  

August 17 
Look for the Deluge of Dogs 

or the Cluster of Cats as they gather to 
be blessed at 11 a.m. on August 17 near 
the Boathouse at Lake Ellyn. Watch for 
more information in the bulletin or at 
www.stmarksglenellyn.com so Fluffy 
and Fido are ready! 

Purple Cup Return  
August 11 

Been collecting change in a Purple 
Cup? Still time to get one on the table in 
the Communications Hall. Bring to the 
church office anytime before August 11 
when we will bless them in worship to 
contribute to Relay for Life. Thank you!  

August 2013 
2 Annual Men’s BBQ 
3-4 CouplesRetreat 
6 Monthly Men’s breakfast 
7 Prayer group 
10 Feed My Starving Children 
 Men’s group meets 
11 Taco lunch, Mexico report   
 PADS  
15 HS Parking Lot Cookout 
17  OneChurch Pet Blessing 
20 Vestry meeting 
24 Men’s Group meets 
25 Backpack Blessing 
28 Preschool Parent Preview 
 night 
 

Coming in September 
1 Labor day weekend 
  last Sunday for summer   
           worship schedule 
3 Men’s monthly breakfast 
4 Prayer Group 
5 Preschool Drop Visit 
7 Youth Retreat 
8 Fall Kick Off Sunday 
 Worship at 8, 9:15,  
            10:30 a.m., 1 p.m. 
 Adult Forum 9:15 
 Sunday School 10:15 
 PADS night  
10 Rector’s Bible Study 
11 Noon Eucharist  resumes 
 Chorister Rehearsals    
             resume 

 

See the full September calendar at 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org 
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Rector’s Message 

Conversational Spanish 
 at St. Mark’s 

This class is for beginners who've had some Introduction 
to Spanish. Some could mean perhaps a year of high 
school Spanish in the past, or some Spanish learned on 
St. Mark's mission trip to Nigromante, some learned on 
other travel, or other introductory experience with 
Spanish.  
 

Class will be taught by a wonderful, professional high 
school and community college Spanish instructor. 
Carolina makes learning Spanish enjoyable, and a great 
way to move forward in learning. 

Beginners' Conversational Spanish Class - Fall, 2013  
When: Thursdays, starting Sept 5, for 15 weeks.  
Time: An afternoon class will meet 2-4. An evening class will 
meet 7-9. Sign-up for one.  
Where: At St. Mark's, in the library  
Cost: $255 tuition 
Registration required: Sign-up in the Sign-up hallway at 
church. Tuition will be due at the first class meeting, September 
5. Sign-up soon to reserve your place! 
 

Questions? If you have questions, please put your name, phone 
# or email on the Sign-up list, and check the Questions part of 
the sign-up sheet, and we will contact you.   
 

Hasta luego! 

The City Comes to St. Mark’s 
 

Healthy and dynamic churches are communities where people are meeting other people, making meaningful connections 
beyond superficial hellos and getting involved in ministries and programs that are interesting, rewarding and serving others 
in significant ways.   Whether a church is small or mega, this work of making connections is a critical and an on-going 
challenge.  At St. Mark’s, there are many ways people meet each other and get involved in the work and ministry of the 
parish.  These range from the sharing of The Peace during worship to the sign-up sheets located in the hallway between 
the church and the library, from coffee hour to newcomer potluck dinners, from our web site to announcements in the 
Sunday bulletin, and from e-mails to the monthly edition of the PostMark. 
 

Earlier this spring while I was at an Episcopal Church conference in San Diego, I discovered a new software program that 
has helped hundreds of churches radically improve communication and the way people make connections.  The program is 
called “The City” – based on the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:14 “You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot 
be hid.”  The brainchild of a pastor at Mars Hill Church in Seattle and former systems architect for Amazon, The City is a 
group-centered social network created by churches and for churches to help them connect people in ways that no other 
software program or social media can.  Churches have unique demands for software, especially the safe protection of 
members from hacking, data mining and viruses.  Many churches including St. Mark’s have a Facebook page, which is 
great for posting photos and announcing events.  But a large group Facebook page is cumbersome for person to person 
communication on a broad scale. There is also the annoyance of Facebook advertising and data mining.  Twitter meanwhile 
is good for sending out messages but not for building inter-active community.  
 

The City is different.  In many ways it resembles Facebook with profiles,  photos and the ability to send messages.  But It is 
a software  program that is only for the members of a given church, inaccessible to the billion-plus Internet users. 
 

The best part about The City is that it enables people to form and join groups and communicate around specific ministries 
and interests.  So far, the St. Mark’s City has groups for the vestry, the staff, PADS, newcomers, the adult choir, Stephen 
Ministers and the Tuesday Morning Bible Study.  More groups will be forming including the prayer group, women’s groups, 
men’s groups, ushers, readers, buildings and groups, the St. Mark’s preschool and so forth.   
 

You will be hearing more about The City soon.  If you would like to set up a profile now and join a group, send an e-mail to 
Ginnie Judd, who will be coordinating the parish-wide launch this fall.  Her e-mail is fabernjudd@comcast.net.  You can also 
check out The City’s own web site at onthecity.org. 
 

Staying connected in Christ,     George+ 
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The Episcopal Church Calendar is our continuation of the ancient tradition of setting aside days to commemorate the lives and 
witness of important Christians in our past, as well as to celebrate important dates and seasons in the Church Year, such as Pen-
tecost, the season in which we now find ourselves.  The Calendar celebrates a number of very important people in August.  Au-
gust 15 is the day that the Church remembers St. Mary the Virgin, mother of our Lord Jesus Christ.  From the earliest days of 
the Church, great honor has been paid to this simple Galilean girl who of all women was chosen by Almighty God to bear and 
raise the eternal, incarnate Son of God.  Luke tell us that one night the angel Gabriel told her that she would miraculously con-
ceive the incarnate Deity while a virgin, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  She immediately declared her desire to do the will 
of God: "Here am I.  I am the Lord's servant; as you have spoken, so be it."  (Luke 1:26-38).  Her poem of faith is known to us as 
the Magnificat and is used in both Morning and Evening Prayer (see the Book of Common Prayer, pp. 11-12).   
 

Along with St. Joseph, Jesus' adoptive father, the Blessed Virgin was the person closest to Jesus in his most impressionable 
years.  Later, during Jesus' Galilean ministry, she was often with the other women who faithfully followed and ministered to the 
Lord.  She was among the few who kept watch at the Crucifixion, and after the Resurrection was with the Twelve in the upper 
room watching and praying until the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost.   
 

Her role in redemption history is attested by her inclusion in both the Nicene and Apostles Creeds.  As the early Church found as 
it contested many heresies, those who believe in the incarnation must also appreciate the role of the “God bearer,” or Theotokos, 
Jesus’ earthly mother who gave him his human nature.  As Gabriel predicted, all generations have indeed called her Blessed, 
and she has remained for all ages an example of humble obedience, sacrificial love, and unwavering devotion to the Lord. 
 

On August 20 the Church remembers a great abbot, theologian, and poet, St. Bernard of Clairvaux.  Bernard was born into no-
bility in 1090. Unlike his brothers who trained for the military, Bernard chose a religious and academic life.  Perceiving a monastic 
call, he entered a strict monastery at age 22, persuading a number of male relatives to join him.   Under orders of his abbot, he 
started a new house amidst great hardship, which ultimately grew to 60 institutions under his direction.   
 

Bernard was best known in his own day for his involvement in controversies, including taking sides in a disputed papal election, 
promoting the ill-fated Second Crusade, and attacking views of Peter Abelard that Bernard considered too rationalistic and not 
allowing enough room for mystery.  He was appreciated by German Jews as a "righteous Gentile" for defending them against 
persecution, who in his honor made the name Bernard a popular Jewish name.  Today Bernard is best known for his devotional 
writings and his hymns, including  "O Sacred Head, Sore Wounded," "Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee," "O Jesus, Joy of Loving 
Hearts," "Wide Open are Thy Hands," and "O Jesus, King Most Wonderful."  
 

The Collect for his feast day expresses much of what the Church values in Bernard: "O God, by whose grace your servant Ber-
nard of Clairvaux, kindled with the flame of your love, became a burning and a shining light in your Church: Grant that we also 
may be aflame with the spirit of love and discipline, and walk before you as children of light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever." 
 

On August 27, the Church honors two Christians who pioneered ministry to the deaf.  The Rev. Thomas Gallaudet was born in 
1822, the son of a deaf mother, Sophia, and Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, founder of the West Hartford School for the Deaf in 
Connecticut.  This school was for many years the principal institution for the education of the deaf in America.  Gallaudet worked 
first as a teacher of the deaf and later as a priest, having married a deaf woman, Elizabeth Budd.   The year after his ordination 
he established St. Ann's Church in New York, especially for deaf persons, with services primarily in sign language, and he en-
couraged congregations for the deaf to be established in many cities as well as for deaf interpreters to serve congregations of 
mostly hearing individuals.    His brother Edward Miner Gallaudet was the first president of Gallaudet University, a university for 
the deaf in Washington DC, named after their father. Gallaudet encouraged his parishioner and student Henry Winter Syle, deaf 
from an early age, to become a priest, and in 1876 became the first deaf person ordained in the Episcopal Church.  The Rev. 
Henry Winter Syle established a congregation for the deaf in 1888, and died January 6, 1890.  
The Rev. Thomas Gallaudet died August 27. 1902. 
 

On the Liturgy: August 
David Fletcher David.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 
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Spanish Language Ministry 
Para mayor información por favor contacte al P. Víctor Conrado al 630-858-1020 Ext. 226. 

Recuerda estas fechas importantes. 
 

Picnic en la casa del P. Jorge Smith – El día viernes 2 de 
agosto de 6 PM a 9 PM tendremos el Picnic para los 
hombres de la Parroquia de San Marcos. Todos son 
bienvenidos a participar de este momento de encuentro y 
relajamiento.  
 

Encuentro de Parejas - Será de el viernes 2 de agosto a 
las 7 PM hasta el domingo 4 de agosto a las 4 
PM.   Estas parejas estarán representando a San Marcos: 
Manuel Ocampo & Juana Ríos y Félix & Magdalena 
Astudillo. Estamos muy agradecidos con ellos por tomar 
este tiempo para vivir esta experiencia. Les pedimos sus 
oraciones por estas parejas y esperamos que nos 
compartan de su experiencia a su regreso. 
 

Alimente a mis Hijos e Hijas Hambrientos – el sábado 10 
de agosto de 4:30 PM a 6:30 PM en Aurora, IL. Tenemos 
20 puestos para jóvenes de 3cer Grado en adelante. Esta 
es una actividad con personas de Parroquia Luterana de 
San Lucas. Un Proyecto de la Iniciativa Una Sola Iglesia. 
Para mayor información contacte a Kim Reed al 
kimreed@wowway.com o 630-660-3611. 
 

Comida de Tacos patrocinado por los integrantes del 
Grupo Misionero que fue a Nigromante, Mexico – el 
domingo 11 de agosto de 11:45 AM a 12:45 PM en el 
salon parroquial Mahon Hall. Este es un momento para 
compartir y conocer un poco mas de la experiencia de 
mission en Nigromante, Mexico. Esperamos su 
participacion. Para mas informacion por favor contacte a 
Kim Reed al kimreed@wowway.com o 630-660-3611. 
 

Grupo Puente de Jóvenes (6to a 12do Grado) – se unirán 
a la celebración de la comida de tacos del grupo misionero 
de México. 
 

Cocinando en nuestro parqueadero para Jóvenes de 
High School – el día jueves 15 de agosto de 5 PM a 8 PM. 
Habrá comida y juegos para compartir antes del comienzo 
del año escolar. Pueden venir con sus amigos o amigas a 
esta celebración. Para mas informacion por favor contacte a 
Kim Reed al kimreed@wowway.com o 630-660-3611. 
 

Bendición de Mascotas – el día sábado 17 de agosto de 
1 PM a 2 PM en Lake Ellyn pueden traer a sus mascotas 
para que reciban una bendición. Este es una invitación del  

Proyecto Una Sola Iglesia. Para mayor información por 
favor contacte al P. Víctor Conrado a 630-858-1020 Ext. 
226. 
 

Entrenamiento de Acólitos – el día domingo 25 de 
agosto de 5 PM a 6 PM tendremos un entrenamiento 
para jóvenes que están interesados en ser acólitos de la 
parroquia. Tendremos pizza para acompañar este 
momento. Para mas informacion por favor contacte a 
Kim Reed al kimreed@wowway.com o 630-660-3611. 
 

Reunión del Grupo Puente – el día jueves 29 de 
agosto de 7:30 PM a 8:30 PM nos reuniremos en la 
biblioteca de la parroquia los integrantes de este por 
invitación para discutir asuntos relacionados a como 
integrarnos mas y mas a la vida de liderazgo de la 
parroquia de San Marcos y para organizar actividades en 
común que nos ayuden a integrar y conocer mejor.  

Weekend September 27 to 29 – Chicago Diocese’s 
NEW BEGINNINGS Middle School Retreat open to all 
St. Mark’s 6th, 7th, and 8th graders and friends. New 
Beginnings is led by a team of youth and adults from 
around the diocese. Cost is $65; registration available 
soon. Scholarships offered. We are encouraging St. 
Mark’s youth to attend! 
  
Sunday, September 29 –Middle School and High 
School Parent Meeting and Dinner (details will be 
forthcoming). IMPORTANT! 

Fecha importantes de Septiembre 
 

Comienzo del Año Escolar y de Actividades en San 
Marcos – el domingo 8 de septiembre tendremos 
actividades divertidas que nos permitirán comenzar 
nuestras actividades escolares. 
 

Encuentro Juvenil de Misiones y Parroquias con 
Ministerio Hispano – el día sábado 21 de septiembre 
de 8 AM a 5 PM en la Parroquia Sagrada Familia, 
Lake Villa. Queremos tener una buena representación 
de la parroquia de San Marcos en este encuentro. Por 
favor no te lo pierdas y esperamos tu participación. 
Para mas informacion por favor contacte a Kim Reed al 
kimreed@wowway.com o 630-660-3611. 
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THE BIBLE QUESTIONS, by Hal Seed. Downers Grove, IL: 
IVP Books, 2012). 201 pp., $15.00 (paper). 
 

Here is a simply-written, folksy-style book meant to introduce 
readers to the Bible. It is basic, yet not trivial in its approach, 
and meant to help the reader get a basic knowledge of the 
Bible in a four-week span of time (if you follow the directions 
given). 
 

The book is divided into four sections, with alliterative 
headings, each containing five questions (of the who, how, 
what , where, why and when type):  
 

Primary Questions -- mainly about the writing of the 
 Bible. 

Purpose Questions – mainly about the Bible’s 
 impact on the reader. 

Probing Questions – mainly theological-type 
 questions. 

Practical Questions – mainly about reading and 
 applying the Bible. 
 

The question sections are followed by two appendices, one 
dealing with “The Bible Study Process,” and the other with 
“The Bible in One Verse” (which, by the way is Romans 6:23: 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life, 
in Christ Jesus our Lord). 
 

Seed, who is a pastor, has designed the book to be used in 
three ways: first. as “a personal tool”; second, as “a small 
group tool,” to be employed over a six-week period; and, third 
as “a church campaign,” to be read and discussed in the 
context of the sermon preached in each of the six weeks. With 
capable leadership during these sessions, the depth of 
introduction to the Scriptures, and the application of its 
teachings could well be measureable.  
 

People with a limited knowledge of the Bible, or those with a 
limited educational in biblical studies, may find this volume 
both interesting and useful for a developing Christian life. To 
be sure it gives limited access to literature/writings on the 
Bible, at least from a broad theological perspective. The thrust 
is definitely evangelical/fundamentalist in terms of scope and 
literary sources, but at least for many it may be a starting 
point, to be expanded as one progresses in the Christian faith.  

Necesitamos tu ayuda: 
 
Profesores y Profesoras: Necesitamos tu ayuda 
para organizar nuestras clases de catequesis durante 
las sesiones de la tarde en la parroquia de San 
Marcos. El perfil de las personas que buscamos es el 
de parejas o individuos que quieran compartir su 
experiencia de fe. Les estaremos entregando todos 
los materiales necesarios para estas clases y tendrán 
un entrenamiento constante. Contaran con el apoyo 
de la Sra. Rosio Barrera para ayudas y clarificar 
materiales.  
Lectores y Lectoras para las misas del domingo y 
otras fiestas: Estamos buscando a personas que 
quieran ser parte del Grupo de Lectores de la 
Parroquia de San Marcos. Este grupo se encontrara 
una vez al mes comenzando el día domingo 25 de 
agosto de 11:30 AM a 12:30 PM. Todos y todas los 
interesados por favor contacten al P. Víctor H. 
Conrado. 
 
Durante este verano continuaremos con las 
siguientes actividades: 
-Todos los miércoles: Estudio de Evangelio y Grupo 
de Oración a las 7:30pm. 
- Todos los domingos a las 11:30am tendremos 
actividades para estudiantes de Tercero a Octavo 
Grado, niños/niñas que recibieron la primera 
comunión y jóvenes que se confirmaron. 
- Todos los domingos a las 11:30am tendremos 
Formación de Adultos. Este espacio de tiempo esta 
destinado especialmente para todos los padres de 
familia y padrinos de los jóvenes que han recibido o 
recibirán un sacramento en la Parroquia de San 
Marcos. 

Appalachia Mission Team Report  
August 25 

Eight St. Mark’s youth and adults 
traveled to Martin, KY to help 
repair homes. We welcome them 
back and are looking forward to 
hearing about their experiences! 
Thanks to Lindsay Mullaney, 
Hunter Walor, and Renee Hughes for taking this 
group, which included: Lauren Glavin, Maggie 
Hughes, Molly Hughes, Isabella Salafatinos, and 
Marin Walor. Hear all about their work during worship 
on August 25. 

Book Review 
Fr. Walter Dunnett 

Fall Sunday School begins September 8! 
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Adult Choir  
Choir Retreat in Green Lake, WI  
Sept. 6—8 (Friday – Sunday) 
Weekly rehearsals: Thursday, Sept. 19,  8:00 – 9:30 p.m. 
 

We always welcome new singers!  Weekly rehearsals will 
resume on Thursday, September 19, 8:00 – 9:30 p.m.  But in 
order to get a jump start on the year, the Judd family hosts an 
annual choir retreat at their Green Lake, WI cottage.  This 
year’s retreat will be Friday, September 13 – Sunday, 
September 15.   Choir members often carpool, arriving after 
work on Friday night.  We rehearse throughout the day on 
Saturday, then return home on Sunday after breakfast.  The 
music-making is always fun, the scenery is breath-taking, and 
the home-cooked food is second to none.  If you are 
interested in attending, talk with Charles Snider, Marsha 
Webster or any choir member.  Or simply call the office, 
630-858-1020, and leave a message at extension 225. 
 

Treble Choir 
All youth, 4th grade – Senior High 
Treble Choir rehearsals :Sundays, 11:15 – 11:45 a.m., 
starting kick-off Sunday, September 8th. 
Join us for a snack and singing each Sunday after Sunday 
School.  We will learn anthems and involve YOUth in utilizing 
their own instruments to accompany our singing.  All are 
welcome.   
 

Chorister Choir  
Children, K – 3rd grade 
Chorister Choir rehearsals: Wednesday, September 11th, 
4:15 – 5:00 p.m. 
Choristers rehearse weekly, learn basic music fundamentals, 
and sing in worship once a month.  
 

Instrumentalists  
Do you play an instrument?  We invite you to share your 

talents by playing a solo in church or taking part in an 
ensemble.  If you haven’t already, please let Marsha Webster 

know what instrument you play and how long you have 
played it.  

 

According to St. Augustine,  
singing is praying twice. 

Music News 
Contact Charles Snider, 

choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org or 
Marsha Webster, musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Adler, Sarah 
Aguado, Jonathon 
Alcorn, Rachel 
Arlasky, Caroline 
Arlasky, Kendall 
Arlasky, Sydney 
Barrerra, Alma 
Barrerra, Isabel 
Bednas, Jill 
Bednas, Pierce 
Briones, Jocelyn 
Briones, Norvin 
Chavez, Jen 
Cid, Norma 
Currie, Robin 
Figler, Beth 
Figler, Will 
Gonzales, Lizzie 
Gorman, Anna 
Gorman, Sarah 

Gowans, Carrie 
Grohner, Kate 
Gross , Kelly 
Hane, Kelly 
Harris, Rachel 
Jiminez, Abraham 
Jiminez, Karen 
Long , Gil 
Margaglione, Alex 
Margaglione, Kristin 
McAlpine, Will 
Peiffer, Kristeen 
Ruskusky, Heidi 
Small, Jack 
Taback, Kathleen 
Valdivia , Ryan 
Vanderlei, Olivia 
Weaver, Patty 
Wulf , Bryn 
Wyrick, Jackie 

Vacation Bible School was Great!  
 

We filled our camp to 
capacity and then some with 
64 children who rotated 
through Music, Crafts, Bible 
Stories, Games and Snack 
everyday.  

Caroline McAlpine pulled 
together a ton of decorations 
with a Backyard Picnic Theme 
and our leaders and volunteers 
transformed the basement into 
our home base and music 
theatre everyday!  
 

Please see the St. Mark's website for photos from the 
week! A HUGE THANK YOU to all the wonderful 
volunteers who spent their week making VBS week 
extra special.  

Children’s Ministry 
Contact: Jill Bednas 

childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org for more 
information on any of these activities. 
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Youth Ministry 
Contact Kim Reed, Interim Youth Ministry Coordinator, kimreed@wowway.com 

Thanks to all who helped with  
Jr. High Mission Camp!  

 

Middle schoolers from St. Mark’s and First 
Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn 
learned about their own immigration 
stories and those from newer arrivals 
and the difficulty of assimilating to a 
new place and culture. We talked about 
what our responsibilities are as 

Christians to our neighbors and how we are called to love and 
respect one another. We also worked at St. James Farm Forest 
Preserve, played with children from the Glen Ellyn Children’s 
Resource Center, and had a lot of fun! 

Happening in August 
Saturday, August 10 – Feed My Starving Children. We have 
20 spots for grades 3rd and older to work at the Aurora site 
with our OneChurch partner, St. Luke, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. Sign up or contact Kim Reed. 
 

Sunday, August 11 – Youth Bridge Group (6th through 12th 
Grade) will join the Mexico Mission Trip Taco Lunch and 
Presentation from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m in Mahon Hall. 
 

Thursday, August 15 – High School Parking Lot Cookout 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. catered food, cool music, and frisbees. 
Last hurrah before school starts. St. Mark’s parking lot. Bring 
your friends! 
 

Sunday, August 25 – Acolyte Training with pizza! 5:00 to 6:00 
p.m. 

SAVE the DATES for September 
 

Sunday, September 8 -- St. Mark’s Kick-off and 
Open House (aka first day of Sunday School!) 
 

Saturday, September 20 -- Hispanic Youth Event at 
Sagrada Familia/Holy Family, Lake Villa. Open to 
ALL St. Mark’s Youth! 
 

Weekend September 27 to 29 – Chicago Diocese’s 
NEW BEGINNINGS Middle School Retreat open to 
all St. Mark’s 6th, 7th, and 8th graders and friends. 
New Beginnings is led by a team of youth and adults 
from around the diocese. Cost is $65; registration 
available soon. Scholarships offered. We are 
encouraging St. Mark’s youth to attend!  
 

Sunday, September 29 –Middle School and High 
School Parent Meeting and Dinner (details will be 
forthcoming). IMPORTANT! 
  

And MORE to come in September’s 
Postmark:  
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT Middle School and High 
School Youth Groups  
 

Youth service opportunities (PADS, PRC, etc.)  
 

Once-a-month Sunday Youth Bridge Group! 

St. Mark’s High School 
Parking Lot Cookout 

 
Music! 

Burgers! (meatless options) 
Frisbees! And More! 

 
Date:  Thursday, August 15 
Time:  5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Where:  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church Parking Lot  
(rain location—Mahon Hall) 
 
Welcome all high school students!  

Bring $10, an item for the Glen 
Ellyn Food Pantry,  

and FRIENDS! 

The Men’s Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 
each month in the library at St. Mark’s. Coffee at 7:30 a.m. 
and discussion at 8 a.m. Leo Lanzillo at 
llanzillo@gmail.com or Father George at 
Rector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
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Reflections on St. Mark’s  
Mexico Mission Trip 2013 

 

This was my fourth trip to Nigromante, and it was an amazing 
experience just like each prior trip. Each trip has given me new 
lessons and memories, and this year I really realized that I have 
made strong relationships. It’s amazing to see how much the kids 
grow up each year, and I feel gratitude to be loved by them. The 
children and adults of San Marcos share an outlook that is 
welcoming, generous, and loving not only towards St. Mark’s but 
towards life. Erin Delaney and I stayed with a family that had 
significant challenges, but they made us feel at home and never 
stopped laughing or smiling. The admiration from the young girls is 
also humbling beyond words because I really admire them and just 
aspire to be as compassionate as they are. St. Marks’ friendship 
with San Marcos is very special, and I encourage everyone to 
consider visiting because it will change your perspective and your 
life. Frances Smith 
 
The Nigromante trip was my first time going. It was a new but a 
special experience for me.  One reason why the trip was special 
was because of the connection made between the kids from the 
non-Spanish speaking services and the kids from the Spanish 
speaking service. The ride from Mexico City to Playa Vicente might 
have been long, but we all connected and talked to each other 
especially during breakfast or at dinner. Once we arrived to 
Nigromante, I was astonished to see this small town. The families 
took us in as if we were a part of their own family; they would worry 
about us more than their own children. Another special part of the 
trip was the kids. The kids felt as if they were one of your siblings, 
just seeing the kids play in their bare feet while having smiles on 
their faces. It really made me appreciate what I have. It makes you 
really think that the people in Nigromante are happy with the stuff 
they have, even if they don’t have much. Playing with the kids was 
the highlight of my trip, but leaving them was the hardest part. 
Especially when one of the kids told all his friends to trap me in a 
building, so I could play soccer with them the next day. As soon as I 
get in the van, Mrs. Reed slams the door on my fingers. I was 
yelling at the top of my lungs, but I was all right. No ambulance was 
needed. Overall, I enjoyed this trip to Nigromante; I met new people 
and had fun. Omar Jimenez 
 
This year was my fourth trip to Nigromante, and although I’m sure it 
has been said numerous times, words cannot describe the 
experience; but every year, we attempt. Each year on the journey to 
the village I’m filled with thoughts of how I am going to make an 
impact on Nigromante. Organizing Vacation Bible School, teaching 
the kids some English, showing them how much we love and care 
for them in everything we do. And then of course, as I travel home I 
am filled with thoughts of how much of an impact this community 
has made on me. I am not one bit hesitant to say that the impact 
that they have had on me seems to be far greater than the impact I 
have made on them. 
I am so grateful that I have had the opportunity to have such a 
unique relationship with these people. After four years I have made 
friendships that feel like family. It’s crazy to think that I have only 
spent a mere four weeks with these people. They truly are a second 
family. Every year the relationship grows more and more, from 
handshakes to hugs, from hugs to kisses on the cheek, and from 
kisses to tears. I just hope and pray that I will be able to return next 
year. 

The simplicity of their culture never seizes to amaze me and I am able to 
learn something new every year. One specific lesson that their culture 
taught me this year was patience. As Olivia and I were lying in bed at our 
host family’s home one night we heard the mother and daughter, Betty, 
(about 24 years old) talking. We were giggling, wondering what they 
could possibly be doing because they sounded very funny. After listening 
harder I realized that Betty was teaching her mom how to read. Lying 
there, I began to think about the many times I got frustrated with my 
mom asking me how to send an email or take a picture on her phone. I 
barely have the patience to tell her which buttons to click, let alone teach 
her how to read! The respect that they have for their elders and how 
much they value family, can give anyone a reality check. It is always 
important to slow down and appreciate everything you have, especially 
the intangible things, like family. The first thing I did when I got home 
was go to visit my grandma, and as for helping my mom out with e-
mail… I’ll get there eventually. Molly Toliver 
 
The experience I had in Mexico was amazing because when I got there, 
it felt like I had another family. They were really happy when we got 
there. When the kids got out of school, we played with them right way. 
They were really happy while we were there. It made me realize that 
whoever was there, they would take care of them. But when we had to 
leave, I was sad because a kid I had hung out with asked if I was coming 
back. So I said maybe. When we were leaving in the car, the kids were 
chasing us. That’s how much they wanted us to stay and play. I learned 
that we should take care of each other, even if we don't know each 
other. Abraham Jimenez 
 
This was my second year visiting Nigromante, and it's true what I've 
always heard - each trip is better than the last.  This year was full of 
adventures, from crossing a rickety bridge that looked like it was right out 
of a movie, to getting stuck at the Mexico City airport - not a minute went 
by that wasn't filled with memories to be made.  In Nigromante, our 
vacation bible school project was making tie-dyed t-shirts, which left an 
imprint on my heart AND my hands, as they were blue for the rest of the 
trip!  We served pasta to everyone in the plaza and watched as their 
faces light up with not only joy, but comfort.  It was such a change for 
them to be served dinner by us, as it is more normal for them to not 
even eat until they had served all of us.  It was wonderful to see the 
friends I made the year before, and they were happy to see us return.  In 
Nigromante, we're not seen as visitors, we're seen as family.  Not only 
does the trip teach you responsibility, but also awareness - to be 
responsible for not only what you use, but how you use it (and also 
the importance of keeping your  
immigration papers with you at all times! ;), and also gives you an 
awareness of what we have available to us in the United States.  It's 
refreshing to see how comfortable and content they are with what little 
they have, and they use everything to their fullest potential.  I never truly 
understand why the people of Nigromante continually thank us for 
coming, when I am the one that is truly grateful for all I get from them.  
Something else I took away from this trip was the realization of just how 
supportive my St. Mark's family is.  At the end of our trip, after losing my 
immigration paperwork at the Mexico City airport, Fr. Victor volunteered 
to stay with me while we sorted out the issue and could arrange another 
flight home, our group leader, Mrs. Reed, was in constant contact with 
my parents, and David Funck comforted me as the rest of the group left 
for home.  Knowing that they were all looking after me during what was 
initially a frightening experience, made me realize that I was protected 
and cared for by my church family. Olivia Vanderlei 
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This was my first time going to Nigromante with St. Mark’s Church.  It 
was a very influential trip and an interesting one to say the least.  
There was so much about the trip that I liked and very little that I didn’t 
like.  One thing that I liked was the community and how close the 
people in that community were.  It seemed almost as if they lived in a 
separate world from the rest of Mexico.  It was peaceful and calm and 
everyone was usually doing something like going to work or cooking 
or in the kids’ case, playing with other kids.  Another thing I liked about 
the trip was the experience of staying with one of the families that was 
there and truly seeing how they lived day-to-day.  I remember waking 
up one of the mornings to a rooster crowing up a storm.  It had to 
have only been 5 a.m. yet the rooster had no track of time and did 
what it pleased.  I learned a lot from this trip, and I feel like one of the 
most memorable things I will take from the trip is how there is 
someone there in Nigromante with much less than what most have 
and is probably happier than most people.  It’s a shame to think that 
some people feel like they need this and need that when in the end 
material objects aren’t what make us happy.  Family is what makes us 
happy and joy with your family.  The love and care of your family will 
always outweigh your happiness with material objects.  For example, I 
saw in Nigromante a group of boys who played with the same deflated 
soccer ball each day and were as happy as any kid would be, but also 
that same kid going home to his mom or dad and giving them a hug 
like they were living a life way better than it was.  This journey has 
opened my eyes to true happiness and to true love of life, and I would 
be honored to be able to return and have the same experience all 
over again. Samuel “Gigante” Castillo-Koch 
 
This was my first trip to Nigromante. When asked what my favorite 
part of the trip was, I have never been able to pinpoint a particular 
moment or experience. The entire trip was surreal and inspiring, and 
anything I could say about it would provide a snapshot of what it was 
like, but never describe it as a whole. Whenever I attempt to explain 
the best parts of the trip I fail miserably, but it always boils down to the 
people of San Marcos. I think that, when stripped to its essence, our 
annual journey to Nigromante is all about our relationship with the 
people there. This relationship is so special, and I was able to 
experience it when I went to Mexico. Somehow, the love that our 
partner church in Nigromante showed to us managed to transcend 
language barriers and cultural differences to reach a level of 
compassion and grace I have never seen before. From the minute we 
arrived, we were received with hospitality and joy. The congregation 
went out of their way to assure that we were comfortable and happy, 
which was truly humbling considering that these people live in a much 
simpler way than most of us in America.  The hardest part of the trip 
for me was feeling like I hadn’t done enough to thank my host family 
and the congregation for the hospitality that they showed me. The 
family that hosted Frances and me sacrificed two beds and a room in 
their house so that we could sleep comfortably, even though we were 
two gringas they had never met. It seems impossible to show great 
enough appreciation for a sacrifice this big, and I struggled with that. I 
think that’s why our continued relationship with San Marcos in 
Nigromante is so important. If we continue to build our relationship 
with them, we can reciprocate the humbling acts of kindness they 
have so often shown to us, and continue the chain of gratitude, 
thanksgiving, and compassion that has now extended for eight years. 
I hope to return to Nigromante and watch this beautiful relationship 
bloom and grow.  Erin Delany 

 
This year was my first time going to Nigromante, Mexico. Going there 
with really not knowing what to expect was pretty hard for me, but 
being born and raised in Mexico, I somewhat had an idea of how 
things would be. Leaving Chicago, I really didn’t feel anything. It just 
felt like a random ordinary day. Also not knowing most of the group 
put a little more pressure on me. But I can say that the flight from 
Chicago to Mexico really got me close to the guys. Landing in Mexico 
is when I really got that feeling where you feel comfortable and also 
that feeling of belonging. Not only did the flight help me get close to 
the group but also the long car rides. When finally getting to 
Nigromante, we all had become really close, almost like a family. The 
only people I had left to meet were the people in the community of 
Nigromante. Being my first time there, I was really shocked with the 
way the community received me. The warm welcoming was just so 
unbelievable and amazing. Not just the adults but the children as well. 
The kids just run up to you and hug you and ask if we want to play 
with them. The feeling was just so unbelievable and hard to explain. 
All I can say is that you had to be there to see it. Getting to know the 
community, I noticed that they really had nothing, but still they were 
happy, happier than most of the people I knew back in Chicago. They 
always had smiles on their faces and they never complained about a 
single thing. They helped each other out when they needed it and it 
just felt that the whole community was a family. Noticing all this, I felt 
like I was in a different universe. I kept asking myself, how are these 
people so happy with really nothing at all? The kids as well were 
always happy, even when they had nothing to play with but a deflated 
soccer ball, and they used that same deflated soccer ball since day 1 
we got there till we left. The people and children of the community 
itself gave me a great lesson. Even with really nothing, they still 
managed to go throughout their days happy and with smiles on their 
faces. And what really makes me mad and upset is that the kids back 
in Chicago always complain for not having the latest iPhone, while the 
kids in Nigromante are happy and pleased with really nothing. While 
on this trip I got all sorts of feelings. I really do appreciate the group of 
St. Mark’s for making this year the best one I’ve had in awhile. Going 
on the trip was a great experience for me. Not only did the trip help 
me appreciate things I have and not take things for granted, but also 
to not just think of myself but others as well, even if we’re not family. 
This trip was an amazing experience for me, and I really hope more 
people would see this. Pedro Damian 
 
¿Qué es la sabiduría? ¿Qué es conocer? Creo que sea estar 
“vacíos.” Los conceptos y las experiencias llegan y después se van 
del recuerdo, pero lo importante no es que se queden, lo importante 
es que, a su paso, abran espacios en el corazón y en la mente. Así, 
más profundizamos, más vacíos y más podemos comprender. No 
creas nunca a uno o una que se dice sabio porque te da datos y 
datos de información. Esa persona está llena, no se dejó expropiar 
por lo que aprendió y quedó más lleno, imposibilitado para recibir. No 
creas a uno que se dice conocedor por su memoria y por los muchos 
libros leídos. Cree y ten por sabio y conocedores a los que se han 
dejado “vaciar” por los conceptos y las experiencias, y vaciados 
tienen mucho espacio para acoger. La prerrogativa de sabios y 
conocedores la tienen aquellos y aquellas que dan lugar a lo nuevo, a 
la palabra del otro y la otra, especialmente de la otra personas no 
escuchada. Un sabio, un conocedor, es una casa en la que el otro y 
la otra encuentra hogar, calor, acogida. 
Este año en nuestro viaje de reencuentro con nuestros hermanas y 
hermanas de San Marcos, Nigromante, me sentí acompañado de 
sabios y sabias. Eran adultos y jóvenes, niños y niñas que se  
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vaciaron de tantos conceptos, preconcepciones y prejuicios y se 
lanzaron a lo desconocido para dejarse enriquecer. En los muchos 
momentos en que  
compartíamos nuestra experiencia podíamos escucharnos como, a 
pesar de haber estado en otros viajes como este o de ser la primera 
vez, nos sentimos transformados por lo que las personas y los lugar 
nos ofrecían a nosotros. Este es el trabajo del Espíritu de 
Pentecostés que nos hace ver las cosas de forma nueva y nos 
permite experimentarnos de forma diferente en cada momento que 
nos permitimos vaciarnos para llenarnos del otro y de la otra que 
encontramos. 
Este viaje me ayudo a ver que nosotros nos movemos 
geográficamente a otro lugar pero que continuamos con la misma 
tarea, la misma misión: Construir Puentes. Sentimos que podemos 
reencontrar nuestra dignidad y de reconocer la del otro y la otra que 
se acerca a nosotros. Fue bonito ver como muchas personas en la 
parroquia de San Marcos, Nigromante me permitieron experimentar 
esto desde el momento en que llegamos hasta el momento de 
nuestra despedida. Vi esto en muchas mujeres que salieron de lo 

cotidiano para hacernos sentir parte de ellas.  
Siento mucho agradecimiento por mis compañeros y 
compañeras de misión porque una vez pude entender que 
necesito vaciarme para poder recibir. Le doy gracias a todos 
los hombres y mujeres de San Marcos, Nigromante porque 
me ayudaron a ver que siempre es importante ser sincero en 
la bienvenida a la otra persona no importante lengua, raza o 
nación. Ahora seguimos con la misma misión de seguir 
construyendo puentes que nos unan y nos permitan 
experimentar que al final del día, todos tenemos las mismas 
luchas y los mimos sueños. Estos pueden ser realizables 
cuando nos vaciamos para compartirlos con los demás. 
Muchas gracias San Marcos Glen Ellyn por estar siempre 
dispuesto a vaciarte para recibir. The Rev. Victor Conrado 
 
My name is Geo Smith and this was my first time traveling to 
Nigromante with St. Mark’s. I have been looking forward to this 
trip for several years now as I have heard many amazing 
stories of past trips from my dad and sisters. Although I had 
heard about many of their experiences, I wasn’t quite sure 
what to expect for myself. One thing that was important to me 
throughout the entire trip was the connection between us and 
the people of Nigromante. As we first got out of the car after 
arriving, a group of women was standing near the entrance of 
the church. Each one of them gave me a hug and told me how 
happy they were that I was there. Immediately, I felt a strong 
connection with these women. This connection made me feel 
like we were all one, together. I worked with some of the 
women in the bakery, we made a pasta dinner for everyone in 
the town, and we played with the kids. Each one of these 
things made me feel closer to each member of San Marcos. 
One of my favorite parts of the trip was the pasta dinner that 
we helped serve to the community. We took plates of pasta 
and brought them to anyone sitting outside of the church and 
in the town square. Watching each person happily accept the 
food was an image I will never forget. The people of 
Nigromante quickly became a family to me and it was an 
honor to be accepted by them in that way. Each one of the  

children had a special connection with me, and it was amazing to share 
my connection with them. Simply playing soccer with them and giving 
them piggyback rides each day made my day  
 
brighter. Each story I had heard before the trip made me excited, but 
nothing can compare to the actual experience. It was incredible being 
part of the group of people that traveled to Nigromante this year and I 
look forward to forming a stronger connection with each person in 
Nigromante in the years to come. Geo Smith 
 
This year was my eighth visit since George first suggested the 
companion relationship seven years ago. We’ve taken from 9 to 17 
people each year, some new, some returning. This year we had 
fourteen, six returning, eight new. And each year as the trip gets closer, 
I get a little anxious. I worry about the logistics; I worry about the health 
and safety of the youth we take, and if we will be received with the 
same open arms as we have in the past. I fear that we’ve overused our 
welcome; that the parishioners of San Marcos might see us as a 
burden. I don’t know why I so quickly forget those images from past 
years, of St. Mark’s youth playing so joyfully with the children of 
Nigromante. But I do.  
Then after the long journey by air, the trip to Costco in Veracruz for 
supplies, the 5 to 6 hour van ride under the safe care of Eigner, Bishop 
Benito’s son, our driver, guide, and interpreter, we are there, near the 
border of Veracruz and Oaxaca, in the foothills of the Sierra Madre. Our 
kids spill out of the van. The welcome and the embraces are familiar. 
We are overjoyed to see each other once again. Even the new 
travelers recognize the familiarity. We are home, in our companion 
parish, with our brothers and sisters, our friends, our family from San 
Marcos. I really didn’t need to worry.  
And like those who have come before, the fourteen from this year 
completely immersed themselves in the experience of being there. That 
meant running Vacation Bible School, organizing crafts, music, and 
stories. Fixing computers and setting up programs to facilitate more 
opportunities for communication, teaching the women in the bakery 
how to make pizza, oatmeal cookies, and muffins, learning to make pan 
dulce, helping prepare meals, visiting programs, like those funded by 
Episcopal Relief and Development, visiting, worshiping, and celebrating 
with other communities in the Diocese, playing with the kids of 
Nigromante and just being with our host families, our host community. 
I’m very proud of those who went on this trip. 
It is an incredible blessing, a privilege to experience and witness this. 
Not to say our relationship is perfect and worry-free. Going to the same 
place, being with the same people year after year can be a little messy. 
There are sometimes unmet expectations. Names not remembered. 
Language barriers. Zapoteco is the primary language of many of the 
older adults. There are cultural and economic misunderstandings. 
Painful stories shared but no solution to be offered, no real, meaningful 
way to fix many of the problems we sometimes see or hear about. We 
also face some of our own failings, discomfort, superficiality and even 
arrogance.  I become more aware of that with each trip. But despite or 
maybe because of that, it’s even more important we continue to return, 
to learn, to give, to receive, and to love, that we continue to support this 
ministry, this relationship with San Marcos.  
Estamos unidos. We are one. Kim Reed 

 

This was my first year going to Mexico and it was an exceedingly 
impactful experience for me. The sister church in Nigromante felt 
exactly like that. A sister to our church. Another member in the family. 
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 I saw it from the moment I arrived. I was greeted like a long lost 
brother. One of the most special experiences for me was experiencing 
the young boys of the village. They were so glad to have older people 
to be with, to play with. I was very glad to be a positive influence on 
these boys through vacation bible school. I was also stuck over and 
over again by how generous the town was. The people of San Marcos 
were so happy to give even though they had so little. It was an 
astounding experience for me and one that I have never had before. 
Even though it was hot, with long bus rides and an unfortunate disease 
afterwards, I would love to go again. Ian Grant-Funk 
 
Truth be told, I wasn’t looking forward to going to Mexico. I had heard 
vivid stories of trying to sleep in oppressive heat with mosquitos 
buzzing in your ears. Not my idea of a great time. Upon arrival in 
Nigromante I realized how wrong I had been. We were greeted with 
warmth, joy and love, like family returning after a long absence.  
The bond between our parishes is a very special one. I was struck by 
the gifts our two communities have given each other through this 
relationship. We at St. Mark’s Glen Ellyn have given San Marcos 
Nigromante facility for a bakery, offering women in the community a 
source for badly needed income, as well as a computer lab, which 
provides an opportunity for learning and access to the wider world 
(used most heavily for learning by the young teen age girls in the 
parish). This year we gave some inexpensive equipment to the lab so 
people in the community can use Skype to communicate at no cost with 
their families who are far away. Our young people have given the 
children of the parish Vacation Bible School sessions, full of joy and 
fun.  
More remarkable are the things that the people of San Marcos have 
given us. For those of us who visit, they give us love, friendship, and 
astounding hospitality. We come back changed people, humbled and 
opened up in surprising ways. The relationship changes the way we 
perceive difference, both within the St. Mark’s community and the 
broader communities in which we live. We think about our country and 
its place in the world in a different way. For some of our young people, 
the relationship influences education and career paths they pursue. 
The relationship also touches those in the St. Mark’s community that 
haven’t made the journey. We celebrate Cinco de Mayo. Some of us 
study Spanish together. Our relationship with San Marcos Nigromante 
played a part in the calling of Victor and the establishment of our 
Spanish language service, which has blessed our parish richly. 
Kim Reed tells me that when she works with the people of San Marcos 
Nigromante to plan our visit, the projects and gifts of service that we 
offer are appreciated but don’t seem to be most important; top of the list 
is that we come and be with them. The reason for that is simple. The 
reason is that we are friends. David Funk 
 
A primary theme of the Christian life is transformation, which hit me 
between the eyes this past summer. The process of transformation 
certainly begins as soon as life begins. It is the guiding theme for the 
people of God and the whole human race as presented in the Bible. For 
individuals and communities, transformation  often continues 
undetected and then often suddenly and visibly bursts forth like 
fireworks - in baptism, in hosting an art exhibition, in making a journey 
to our sister church in El Nigromante, Mexico. The kind of 
transformation I am talking about is one that is shepherded, nudged, 
and guided by God. Unlike medieval alchemy, a form of magically 
converting one substance into another, like iron into gold, 
transformation does not destroy or overwhelm the original. It deepens, 
stretches, cleanses, makes more beautiful, more loving, more real the 
original. Transformation is the message of many stories in the Gospels  

The St. Mark’s Men’s  BBQ, hosted 
by Rev George Smith, is Friday, 

August 2 ,6-9 p.m. 

PADS Volunteers for August  
and September 

 

August 11-12 and September 8-9 the 
St. Mark’s team will run the PADS 
shelter at the 1st Congregational 
Church in downtown Glen Ellyn. Sign-
up sheets are available in the hallway 
between the Library and the Sanctuary. For additional 
information, contact David Dornblaser at 
dornblaser@me.com , 630.215.7999 or Don 
Sutherland, (630) 469 8284, drsmps@sbcglobal.net. 

– people who are transformed by encounters with Jesus. People are 
not changed into different people, only more of whom they are 
created to be. According to one story in Luke, after encountering 
Jesus, a man formerly possessed with demons “was clothed and in 
his right mind.”  This was a transformation, and Jesus tells the man 
to share the news with his community:  “Return to your home and 
declare how much God has done for you.” 
Keeping with the Gospel mandate, I think we also are called to share 
how we are being transformed by what God is doing for us. I was 
among those who traveled to our companion parish, San Marcos, 
this summer.  For me, transformation had as much to do with not 
being at St. Mark’s as being in El Nigromante. During the week we 
were away, the nave, the narthex, and Mahon Hall were transformed 
by the art of Ludmila Pawlowska and the collection of icons from the 
Vasilevsky monastery. Upon my return, I was able to see St. Mark’s 
with a fresh perspective because of the changes that took place. It 
was like a breath a fresh air. The experiences of traveling to 
Nigromante were also transformative, including realizing one 
morning that I had left my ATM card (and our lifeline to cash) in the 
banking machine the night before. When I returned to the bank, in 
less than two minutes I received back my card from one of the bank 
tellers who had found it. She told me I arrived just as she was about 
to cut it up, as is their policy. There was the experience of serving 
dinner to dozens of people in Nigromante, ladles of pasta mixed with 
diced tomatoes and cheese from a large vat. The last ladle of pasta, 
scraped from the bottom, was dinner for the last person to arrive. 
Everyone was fed and satisfied. There was the experience of 
returning home on Friday morning, arriving at the airport an hour 
before my flight, only to hear from the agent at the counter that my 
flight had already departed. She looked very doubtful as she 
punched the keys on her terminal and produced a ticket on the next 
flight with a very short connection time in Mexico City. I made my 
connection and arrived in Chicago on time. And there was the detail 
of tropical storm Barry at the time of my flight out of Veracruz. Things 
worked out. Perhaps that is the kernel of what I learned and have to 
share. And perhaps that’s all the transformation I can handle from 
one trip. George Smith 
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Fourth Year Begins in September 
 

St. Mark’s Preschool will open its doors for its fourth year to over forty students on Tuesday, September 10. We have been 
busily preparing two classroom spaces this year and are very excited about the addition of our new second morning class, 
greeting our returning preschool friends as well as welcoming so many new students. 
 

We welcomed our new Director, Andrea Cocke in July and our new teacher Michelle Matalone in August.  We are very 
grateful to Holly Pelsor, our Assistant Director and classroom teacher for two classes, who kept our office running smoothly 
this summer.  Beth Figler, also a teacher for two of our classes, attended the North American Reggio Emilia Alliance’s 
summer conference in Hawaii and Amy Kalten, our Handwriting Without Tears Teacher, attended a conference in New York 
City that focused on the integration of sensory needs into the preschool classroom. In addition, all of our staff engaged in an 
arts self study course that involved researching how to further integrate a specific art medium into our child directed 
curriculum.   
 

Please note that our Information Night for prospective parents for the 2014-15 school year will be held on Thursday, 
November 14th at 7 pm.  If you have any questions about our program or would like a tour of our space, please contact 
Andrea or Holly at preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org or visit our website stmarksglenellyn.org/preschool. 


