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POSTMARK 
 

Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

1  Group Sunday School wreath making 
8  St. Nicholas Luncheon 
11  Guadalupe celebration  
15   Lessons and Carols 
16- 23   Posadas de Navidad 
22   Christmas Pageant  
24   Christmas Eve worship at 3,5, 8 (bilingual),  
  and 10:30 p.m. (10:00 a.m. music prelude) 
25  Christmas Day bilingual worship at 11 a.m. 
 

Details on all these events in this issue, in weekly bulletins, and on line at 
www.stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Lessons and Carols  
 

The community is invited to a traditional service of Lessons & Carols at 
7:30 p.m. December 15, the third Sunday of Advent, at St. Mark's. 
 

This historic service was first held at King's College, Cambridge, in the 
1800s. It traces the story of the relationship between God and humans 
from Adam and Eve to the Annunciation, with readings from scripture, 
anthems, carols and hymns.  

 

The Adult choir of St. Mark's, directed by choirmaster Charles Snider, will be joined 
by the Madrigal Singers of Glenbard East High School, directed by Brandon Catt, and  
the choir of St. Luke’s  Evangelical Lutheran Church directed by Robert Holst. 630 
858-1020 or www.stmarksglenellyn.org.  

December 2013 
1 Wreath making 
3 Men’s monthly 
 breakfast 
4 High school group 
5 DuPage United Clergy 
7 Pageant rehearsal 
 St. Nicholas set up 
8 St. Nicholas luncheon 
8-12 Cathedral Shelter 
 basket drop off 
11 Our Lady of 
 Guadalupe Celebration 
 Middle school 
 Christmas Dinner 
12 Cathedral Shelter truck 
 loading 
14 Men’s group 
 Pageant rehearsal 
15 All parish youth 
 gathering 
 Lessons and Carols 
16-24 Posadas de Navidad 
17 Vestry 
18 W2W ornament 
 exchange  
 High School Christmas 
 Dinner 
21 Pageant rehearsal 
22 Children’s pageant  
 Sanctuary decorating 
24 Worship: 3,5,8, 10:30 
 p.m. 
25 Worship 11 a.m. 
 (bilingual) 
28 worship 10 am, 1 pm, 
 no education  
Jan 5 Regular worship and 
 education schedule  
Jan 8 prayer group and noon 
 Eucharist (note date 
 change) 

You are invited to Celebrate 
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 
 

Wednesday, 
December 11 from 
7:00-10:00 p.m. you 
are invited to attend 
the celebration. Our 1pm parishioners 
want to share with all of St. Mark’s the 
Celebration in honor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. Details on page 4. 

Te Invitamos a la 
Celebración de Nuestra Sra. 
de Guadalupe. 
 

El día miércoles 11 de diciembre desde 
las 7:00 p.m. te invitamos a que te unas y 
celebremos el cumpleaños de Nuestra 
Sra. de Guadalupe. Esta es una 
celebración que queremos compartir con 
toda nuestra parroquia de San Marcos y 
con toda la comunidad hispana/latina en 
general.  
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As we enter the Advent season and wait for Christmas, the 
longing for peace in our families and the world grows. We 
hear in Luke’s Gospel the wonderful tiding: “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favours.” (2:14) On Sunday, November 17, I was 
invited to speak at a conference at the Bait-ul Jaamay 
Mosque in Glen Ellyn on the topic “Peace in the family, how 
to achieve it?”  I received no specific guidelines or 
instructions except to limit my comments to approximately 
ten minutes. My short answer is: for peace in the family, 
send your two daughters to college. It has worked in my 
household. 
 

The idea of “a peaceful family” immediately conjures up 
images in my mind – Ozzi and Harriet, the husband and 
wife of the Nelson Family of the 1950s sitcom, and June 
and Ward Cleaver, and their children in Leave it to Beaver, 
which also aired in the 1950s and 60s. In black and white, 
the mothers wear pearls and the fathers suits and ties. 
They are white, middle class families who live in well-kept 
two-story homes in manicured suburban neighborhoods. 
This was Hollywood’s portrayal of the typical American 
family as it should be – happy, orderly, healthy, loving and 
always discovering nicely packaged valuable lessons in 
daily life in under 30 minutes. 
 

What is “family” in 2013? According to census.gov, less 
than 50% of today’s households include a married couple. 
In 2010, less than 20% of households were made up of a 
married man and a woman with one or more of their 
children (the Cleaver ideal) – a drop from 45% in 1960. The 
scope of family is more diverse than ever, including single 
moms with children, single grandmothers with children, 
boyfriends and girlfriends not getting married, foster 
parents, two moms, two dads, and many, many single 
person families. The American family is changing and 
economic and social pressures are mounting. About 70% of 
married mothers have a paying job outside of the home. A 
Pew Research Center report found that over 50% of 
working mothers and fathers feel stressed about juggling 
work and family life. Technological change and relocation 
patterns are having an impact on family structures. Smart 
phones and tablets have redirected eyeballs to screens. All 
of this has happened so fast, that nobody knows how this is 
impacting empathy, relationships and the feelings of love, 
trust and commitment within families and between friends.  

 

Returning to the realm of television, one of today’s most 
popular and awarded shows is Modern Family. The 
program presents Jay Pritchett, divorced and remarried 
to a much younger woman from Columbia, Central 
America and their young son and Jay’s two adult children 
who have families of their own. On the one hand, this is 
no Ozzie and Harriett, with issues of cultural diversity, 
divorce, adoption and two men heading a household. On 
the other hand, each of the three families features a 
married couple with children, which as I mentioned earlier 
is only 20% of American households. Like the sitcoms 
before them, life lessons are neatly packaged in humor 
and under 30 minutes. Happiness and peace, if 
interrupted, quickly return to the individual households 
and larger family dynamic. 
 

We should not be misled by what television presents as 
the normal, average family. The reality is not Modern 
Family, but post-Modern Family, which shows no signs of 
returning to some ideal that may exist in the imaginations 
of politicians, religious leaders or the average person. 
That said, towns like Glen Ellyn, seem to do a good job of 
keeping up the appearance of traditional families, with a 
higher percentage of married couples with at least one 
child. But behind the façade of a town where time stood 
still, all of the varieties of families are here, with 
pressures and stresses alive and well. 
 

So how does the real modern family achieve peace?  
This begs another question:  what is peace?  I don’t think 
real peace is an absence of conflict. Conflict as defined 
as differing viewpoints, desires, and interpretations of 
common experiences is normal, healthy and a fact of 
being human. Real peace is non-violent but full of vitality. 
The word “peace” appears over 300 times in the Bible. 
After his resurrection, the first thing Jesus says to his 
disciples is “Peace be with you.”  The peace of Jesus is 
full of risk, action, work and challenge. A healthy human 
being is curious, active, questioning, and learning to deal 
with success and failure. The peace I am talking about is 
full of vitality while respectful of others, where each 
person sees dignity, worth and the image of God in 
everyone. This is found in the baptismal covenant, the 
road map of the Christian life, where we are asked, “Will 
you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 
neighbor as yourself?”  The response:  “I will with God’s 
help.”   

Rector’s Message: Peace in the Family 
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How does a family, in its many manifestations grow in 
vitality, respect and compassion given the enormous 
pressures and stresses that burden and undermine 
healthy relationships?  Here is my top five: 
 

1. Take time to sit down and eat dinner or breakfast. 
Before eating, say a prayer or take a moment of 
silence to be thankful for the food in front of you, for 
the earth, sun and rain and the many people who 
have grown, harvested, transported, monitored, 
displayed and prepared it.  
2. For households where there are teenagers, parents 
must remember that a teenager experiences brain 
hurricanes. Teenagers often look reasonable and 
mature, but in fact, their brains are in turmoil. Some 
developmental experts say that the brain doesn’t 
reach its mature state until age 30 or later. Stay calm 
and use non-anxious responses to teenagers, even in 
the face of provocative attitudes and language.   
3. At least once a day, hug yourself and anyone else 
in the household, including your dog or cat, if you 
have one. 
4. For parents with young children, your responsibility 
is to say no and to follow through with unpleasant 
consequences for bad behavior. There is no short cut. 
5. Make time to go to church. Church is the one place 
where wisdom is shared and valued over success, 
where acceptance is valued over achievement and the 
human family raised above individualism. Families 
need to be recharged, connected with what really 
matters and be together with people who are of 
different ages, backgrounds and life situations. 

 

There are no easy answers or quick fixes to the 
challenges of being family in the United States in 2013. 
Living the Gospel of Jesus takes place at home as much 
as it does at work, in school or in the neighborhood. This 
Gospel - seeking and serving Christ in all persons is not 
a popular or easy path. It may seem ironic that pursing 
the path of peace, the peace of the Gospel, will lead to 
conflict, conflict against you. But the faith of Christianity 
reassures us that this is the right path, and though 
difficult, is the only way to true peace, in the family, 
community and the world. And ultimately, vitality and 
peace in the household, the basic building block of 
society, is the way for peace to flourish in the 
neighborhood, in the faith community, in our nation and 
throughout the world. 
 

 Peace to your family,  George+ 

Looking for the Christmas story in the Bible?  
 

It is not all in one place. Mark and John don’t even include it! 
Luke discusses the annunciation to Mary (Luke 1:26-38) and 
birth of Jesus with shepherd and angels (Luke 2:1-20). 
Matthew covers the angel visit to Joseph (Matthew 1:18-25) 
and the arrival of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12). 

Advent Reflection 
Jeff Crosby 

 

John 1:1-5: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
 

 “Celebrate the child who is the light! Now, the 
darkness is over!” singer-songwriter Michael 
Card once jubilantly wrote. 
 

It’s a good reminder. 
 

Each year at Christmastide, we ponder the coming of the 
Christ child – the Word who was made flesh, who was with 
God; the Word who was God. But morning headlines, 
reports from National Public Radio, or images splashed 
across our televisions often speak of darkness and we 
decry the seeming absence of light.  We find ourselves 
overwhelmed by the needs and brokenness of our world. 
 

On this day, with humankind from around the globe, we 
pause and in both quietness and exuberance remember the 
coming of the light of Christ, and we are sustained. 
 

As a child, I once looked into a star-filled Christmas Eve sky 
and was convinced I saw the streaking light of a sleigh, 
pulled by a team of reindeer. Astonished, I ran into the 
house shouting, “Come and see the light in the night sky. 
He’s on his way, everyone!” 
 

A touch of wonder in a child’s eye. 
 

But the coming of the Light of Christ is the real wonder. “He 
has come, everyone! The Christ child has come!” 
Pray: We celebrate your arrival, Immanuel. May we radiate 
your light through our lives, by the power of your spirit.  
 

This and 24 more reflections by members plus lots of 
Sunday School drawings are in the St. Mark’s Advent 
Booklet, available at the church. Share the thoughts of the 
season with others in your pew! 
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Spanish Language Ministry 
Para mayor información por favor contacte al P. Víctor Conrado al 630-858-1020 Ext. 226. 

Te Invitamos a la Celebración de Nuestra Sra. de Guadalupe. 
 

El día miércoles 11 de diciembre desde las 7:00 PM te invitamos a que te unas y 
celebremos el cumpleaños de Nuestra Sra. de Guadalupe. Esta es una celebración 
que queremos compartir con toda nuestra parroquia de San Marcos y con toda la 
comunidad hispana/latina en general. Esperamos que invites a tus familiares y 
amigos. Todos y todas son bienvenidos. 
El programa para este día es el siguiente: 
Visita de la St. Virgen a todos los hogares – Desde el día martes 3 de diciembre, la 
virgen de Guadalupe estará visitando nuestros hogares. Nos reuniremos a las 7:00 
PM en diferentes familias por 8 días. Estaremos presentando una lista de las 
familias que van a recibirla en su casa. Únete a este momento de oración en familia. 
Celebración del día 11 de diciembre. 
7:00 PM – Caminemos juntos con la Morenita. Tendremos una precesión a los 
alrededores de la iglesia para congregar a todos y todas. Invitamos a todos los niños 
y niñas a que vengan vestidos de Juan Diegos o con una prenda blanca. 
7:30 PM – Oremos todos juntos por las intenciones de nuestra parroquia. Te 
invitamos a que oremos juntos con el Santo Rosario, una oración bíblica por 
excelencia, y contemplemos los misterios gozosos en la vida de nuestro Señor. 
8:00 PM – Te invitamos a que partamos juntos el Pan de la Palabra y de la 
Eucaristía. La Santa Misa nos ayudará a recordar que el regalo de nuestra Señora 
ha transformado al mundo entero. Tendremos una danza tradicional preparada por 
un grupo de niños y niñas de la parroquia. 
9:30 PM – Cantémosle las mañanitas a la Virgencita. Todos y todas son bienvenidos 
al Convivio que se ofrecerá después de la misa. Mientras compartimos de una rica 
comida escucharemos las Mañanitas cantadas por un grupo de Mariachis que 
vienen de Chicago. 
Recuerden que esta nuestra celebración en honor a nuestra Sra. de Guadalupe. 
Invita a tus familiares y amigos a que participen en todos estos eventos. Esta es de 
verdad una celebración de familia. 

Tiempo hermoso lleno de colores, alegría y familia. 
 

Hemos comenzado nuestro tiempo de Adviento en la iglesia. Nos disponemos a preparar la venida de nuestro salvador al 
mundo. Nuestro año litúrgico comienza mostrándonos nuevos colores en el altar y en nuestras vidas. Púrpura será nuestro 
color litúrgico de esta temporada. Verde el color que queremos guardar en nuestros corazones como recuerdo que este 
tiempo pasara. La naturaleza se duerme para dar nueva vida. 
 

Celebramos la encarnación de nuestro Señor que nos ha enseñado que tenemos un Dios que quiere estar con nosotros. 
No le gusta estar lejano a nuestras vidas. Quiere estar aquí junto a nosotros en las situaciones en las que estamos 
inmersos. Nosotros también estamos invitados en este tiempo a volver con todo nuestro corazón, fuerzas y con todas 
nuestra mente a el. Este regreso nos vuelve a ensenar que no estamos lejos de la vida de otras personas. 
 

En San Marcos queremos celebrar este tiempo con cada uno de ustedes, por eso hemos decidido tener los siguientes 
momentos con sus familias y con nuestra gran familia parroquial. Estos son los eventos importantes del mes de diciembre: 

You are invited to the 
Celebration of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
 

Wednesday, December 11, 
7:00 PM. Our 1pm parishioners 
want to share with all of St. 
Mark’s the Celebration in honor 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
7:00 p.m. - Walk with the Virgin 
around the Block. Children are 
invited to dress in white and be 
part of the procession. 
7:30 p.m. - We will gather to 
prayer with the Holy Rosary, a 
biblical prayer, as a community 
that prays at all times and in all 
places. 
8:00 p.m. – The Holy Eucharist 
will have children performing a 
traditional dance from 
indigenous communities from 
Mexico.  
9:30 p.m. – Our “Convivio” with 
a traditional Mexican food and 
a Mariachi Band. 
 
Please join this important event 
for the whole St. Mark’s family!  
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Get ready for the New Year!  Although the secular year will go on for a 
month longer, the Christian year is about to end and begin anew. For 
Christians around the world and for many centuries, the First Sunday of 
Advent is New Year's Day on the liturgical calendar, the beginning of our 
annual cycle of Advent/Christmas/Ephiphany/Lent/ Easter/Pentecost. The 
liturgical season affects our choice of scripture readings, prayers, hymns, 
and other aspects of worship. Advent begins on the closest Sunday to 
November 30, which this year is December 1, and includes the four 
Sundays before Christmas Day.   
 

Advent is a time of self-examination as we prepare for the coming of the 
Lord. It prepares us for his Incarnation that we celebrate at Christmas as 
well as his future Second Coming. In particular, the first Sunday 
commemorates the first coming of Christ, the second Sunday anticipates 
the Second Coming, the third honors St. John the Baptist, the herald of 
Christ's coming, and the fourth Sunday celebrates the Lord's blessed 
mother, the Virgin Mary.  
 

Christmas music and decorations are appearing earlier and earlier in 
department stores. As we observe Advent in our patient waiting, we stand 
against the secular culture's rushing of our sacred holiday. Liturgically, we 
will hold our Christmas celebrations until Christmas Eve, and then carry 
them on through Christmastide until Epiphany, January 6. 
 

Plan now how you and your household will celebrate Advent. You might 
have an Advent wreath with its four candles for each of the four Sundays. 
Candles may be purple (the third Sunday is pink), or may be white or blue. 
We will observe this popular liturgical custom at Church and in many of our 
homes, lighting a candle each Sunday of Advent. In your home, you can 
gather around the wreath each Sunday, lighting a candle while reading the 
Collect for that Sunday fom your bulletin or Advent Devotional Booklet. Find 
ways to make Advent special for yourself and your family, and you will truly 
find “the real meaning of Christmas” this year! 

Be a Prayer Provider 
 

If you are interested in becoming a Prayer 
Provider, in praying for others, please contact 
Catharine Phillips at revcphillips@gmail.com 
or Judy Jackson at dblj@mac.com.  

On the Liturgy 
David B. Fletcher, David.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Traffic reminder 
 

On Sunday mornings Phillips Avenue is a one-way street going east. When exiting the parking lot onto 
Phillips please turn left and not right. It will facilitate the coming and going between services. 

Posadas 
 

Desde el 16 al 23 de diciembre de 7:00 
PM a 8:00 PM. Estaremos dando más 

información al respecto 
del lugar. Por el 
momento están 
programadas entre la 
capilla y el sótano de la 
parroquia. Ven y 

comparte en familia esta hermosa 
tradición y esperemos juntos el 
nacimiento de nuestro salvador. 
 

Misas en la Víspera de 
Navidad. 

Misa Les invitamos a que celebremos la 
misas de la Víspera de Navidad en día 
24 de diciembre  de la siguiente 
manera: 
A las 3:00 PM y 6:00 PM tendremos 
misas especiales para los niños y 
niñas. Habrá servicio de guardería 
disponible para todos. 
A las 8:00 PM Misa Bilingüe y las 10:00 
PM nuestra Misa Mayor. 

 

Misa de Navidad 
El día 25 de diciembre celebraremos 
juntos el nacimiento de nuestro 
Salvador Jesucristo. Tendremos la 
Santa Misa, que será bilingüe, a las 
11:00 AM. Te esperamos para que 
contemplemos al bebe una vez más 
encarnado en nuestras vidas. 

Each Wednesday St. Mark’s clergy 
visit our St. Mark’s Preschool to offer 
stories, songs and seasonal activities. 
Here Pastor Robin visits the class 
before Thanksgiving. 
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Children’s Ministry 
Contact: Jill Bednas childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org, 630-779-6866  

St. Nicholas  
Luncheon & Toy Drive  
Sunday, December 8  

12:00 noon 
 

Make this Christmas luncheon your annual 
family tradition. This festive family event takes 
place in Mahon Hall and includes a warm meal, 
Christmas carols, and a special guest 
appearance by "Saint Nicholas" himself. He will 
arrive in time to tell his story, talk 
with children and fill their shoes 
with goodies. This event supports 
the People’s Resource Center 
“Share the Spirit” program. 
Please bring a new, unwrapped 
children's gift to the St. Nicholas 
brunch at St. Mark's on December 
8. Or make a donation in any amount to help 
purchase gift cards for older children by 
dropping a donation into the collection box in the 
narthex no later than 12/8. 
   Reservations are required to ensure that 
adequate food is prepared. Please sign up via 
Evite, in the Narthex, or email 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org by 
December 1. A suggested donation of $8 adult 
and $4/child will help cover the cost of the 
luncheon. Tickets can be purchased in advance 
at the front desk or online at 
tmarksglenellyn.org/childrenministry. If you 
would like to help with preparations or have 
questions, please call Jill Bednas, Director, 
Children's Ministries 630-858-1020 ext 227. Worship often as a family in this Holy season! 

 

Christmas Pageant Dec 22 10:30 
 

No Sunday School December 22 or 29 
Sunday School resumes on January 5. 

 

No Children’s Worship on December 22 
Children’s Worship resumes on December 29 

The St. Mark's Annual Christmas Pageant  
 

Along with an exciting new script, the 2013 
pageant includes several new roles including a 
camel, a donkey, two birds and two bunnies. If 
you have any costumes fitting these roles that you 
can make, lend, or donate to this year's Christmas 
pageant, please drop them at the front desk or 

reply to this email to  Amber Lemar: amberlemar03@gmail.com  
Amber will be directing our pageant this year. The script was 
written by parishioner Robert Lundin. Erin Delaney will be our 
assistant Director. Together they will send out another email with 
specific rehearsal details. 

· December 7 - Casting auditions for speaking roles 9:30 in 
the Undercroft. 

· December 14 - Rehearsal for speaking roles only. 9:30- 
11:30am 

· December 21 - Full cast rehearsal 9:30. 
· December 22 - Costumes 9:30am /Pageant 10:30 am 

Youth participants wanted for the following roles:  
· Speaking roles : Mary, Joseph, Narrator, 3 wise men, 6 

shepherds, innkeeper & innkeeper wife, Caesar Augustus, 
2 rabbits, 2 birds, 2 sheep dogs, donkey, cow.  

· Non-speaking roles: sheep (ages 3-4 yr), shepherds 
(ages 5-9) and angels (ages 5-9). 

TO SIGN UP please email the following information to: 
amberlemar03@gmail.com  

1. Child's Name 
2. Age 
3. Your Phone Number & email 
4. Role (Lamb, Shepherd, Angel, etc.)  

Our Nursery is located on the lower level 

Available all Sundays 
Christmas Eve at 3 and 5 p.m.  

No nursery Christmas Eve  
at 8 or 10:30 p.m.  

or at 11 a.m. Christmas Day. 
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 Weekly play date for children in 
kindergarten and younger.  

The goal of this group is to provide socialization for 
caregivers (mom, dad, grandparent, other ) and the 
child. All are welcome. We will meet Fridays from 10:15 
-11:30 in the basement. Please RSVP via e-mail directly 
to Anne Soto (anniemoriarty@gmail.co) if you are 
interested in coming. We need hosts in 2014—please 
volunteer to help keep this group going all winter.  

Christmas Baskets!  
 

Our pick-up date this year is 
Thursday, December 12th. Can yo 
give us a hand? Contact Ginnie 
Judd at 708-837-2815 or 
fabernjudd@comcast.net with 
questions. Thank you so much! 

Chorister and Treble Choir News 
Marsha Webster, 

musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org 

The Choristers will not 
rehearse Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. 
Wednesday rehearsals resume 
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 4:15 – 
5:00. January is a good month to join the Choristers!  All K-3rd 
graders are welcome.  Simply come to the Choir Room (down 
the narthex stairs and to the right) on a Wednesday, by 4:15.  
 

The Treble Choir will rehearse on Dec. 22, but not on Dec. 
29. All children and youth, 4th grade and older are welcome to 
join the Treble Choir.  We meet 11:15 – 11:45 in the JAM 
classroom, in the Undercroft.  
 

Both the Treble and Chorister Choirs will sing on Christmas 
Eve.  

Are your Children or 
Grandchildren “Spontaneous”? 

 

Take part in a live action Christmas Eve 
worship at 3 p.m. or 5 p.m. on December 
24. Children of all ages take an active 
part in assembling a living, wiggling, loud 
nativity as Pastor Robin tells the familiar 
story. Sing favorite Christmas hymns and 
receive Holy Communion together. This 
year, invite a neighbor family!  

St. Mark’s Superstars! 
 

Coming in 2014: St. Mark's Superstars 
performing arts clinic – a ONE DAY camp 
on Jan. 3 followed by St. Mark's 
Superstars 8 week session, Mondays 
from January 13 through March 3. 

St. Mark’s Financials at-a-glance  
(As of October 2013) 

 

Total Contributions Expected Year to Date: $591,705 
Total Contributions Received Year to Date: $554,479 
Total Expenses Expected Year to Date: $624,623 
Total Expenses Year to Date: $581,615 
 

You will notice that we are still behind in our contributions 
with hopes to catch up in the last 2 months of the year. We 
would also like to remind you that if you have not made your 
pledge commitment for 2014, please do so. This is so very 

important in planning for our ministry for next year.  

If you would like more detailed information you can visit the 
St. Mark’s website at www.stmarksglenellyn.org. You can 
also send any question you may have to 
treasurer@stmarksglenellyn.org or by contacting a member 

of the Vestry.  

As an alternative to a contribution made during the worship 
service, feel free to sign up for an online donation. Please 
visit the St. Mark’s website www.stmarksglenellyn.org under 
the “Give” section for directions on how to do this as well as 

providing your 2014 pledge. 

Thank you for your continued support and blessings 

A baby in the family? 
Pastor Robin has published a book 
especially for the youngest on your 
list called Baby Bible Christmas. 
Order at Amazon or local bookstores! 
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Youth@StMarks for December 
Contact Kim Reed, Interim Youth Ministry Coordinator 

kimreed@wowway.com (630) 660-3611, except as noted. 

For Middle Schoolers 
2ndWed@StMarks Dec. 11 (6:00 to 
8:00 p.m.) – It’s the Wednesday 
Night Middle School Group’s 
Christmas Dinner Celebration! All 
St. Mark’s 6th, 7th, & 8th graders 
are invited. We’ll be in the St. 
Mark’s library 
 

For High Schoolers 
1st&3rdWed@StMarks -- 
Wednesday Night Youth Group for 
high schoolers. Bring a friend! 
We’re in the St. Mark’s library. 
·Dec. 4 – 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. Come 
for a scavenger hunt and the 
continuing production of “St. Mark’s 
Chopped” -- don’t be shy, come 
join us!  
·Dec. 18 – 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. ST. 
MARK’S HIGH SCHOOL 
POTLUCK CHRISTMAS DINNER!  

Ways to be of Service… 
For All Youth 

 

Help serve the PADS dinner on 
Sunday, Dec. 1 and Sunday, Jan. 5, 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Contact 
Emily Sexauer : 
easexauer@comcast.net. 
 

We need volunteers for the 
People’s Resource Center Food 
Pantry, Saturday morning, Dec. 7, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.  Looking for another adult and 
4 to 5 more youth! 
 
Help with the St. Nicholas Luncheon Sunday, 
Dec. 8! Jill Bednas, 630-779-6866. or 
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Join us for Youth “Bridge” Group!  
 

All 6th through 12th graders are invited to this 3rd 
Sunday of the month gathering -- Dec. 15, 11:45 a.m. 
to 12:45 p.m. There’ll be a service project, games, 
music, and pizza—all with a Christmas theme! This is a 
great opportunity for ALL youth to get to know each 
other.  

Like to Act? 
 

Act in or help with the 
St. Mark’s Christmas 
Pageant (to be 
performed on Sunday, 
Dec. 22, at the 10:30 
a.m. service). We 
need youth of all ages 
to help with this. 

Rehearsals Dec .14 and 21. Contact Erin 
Delany, assistant director, at 
erin.delany97@gmail.com.  

St. Mark’s Youth at the November Diocesan 
Convention: Four St. Mark’s youth were at this year’s 
convention. They included: Sawyer Hill who was a St. 
Mark’s Delegate, and Youth Delegates: Nathan Littlefield 
and Arturo Rubio! Thank you for representing St. Mark’s 
and Diocesan Youth! 

Mark your calendars for January 
 

Jan. 18--High School Overnight 
Retreat at the St. James Cathedral in 
Chicago (includes train downtown, 
urban scavenger hunt, service, and 
more!) 
 

Jan. 24--OneChurch Middle School 
Event at Grace Lutheran. It’s dinner and gym night! 
 

Jan. 24-26--New Beginnings for Middle Schoolers at St. 
Michael’s, Barrington (Chicago Diocesan Retreat for 
Middle Schoolers). http://www.episcopalchicago.org/at-
work-in-the-church/youth-ministry/new-beginnings/ 
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Middle School Group’s 
Christmas Dinner 

Celebration! 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 11  6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
All St. Mark’s 6th, 7th, & 8th graders are invited for  cookie 
decorating, people decorating (that’s right, which team can 
wrap up someone as a great looking present?), caroling, 
feasting, and more!  Bring a friend and a food pantry item.  
We’ll be in the St. Mark’s library. 

ST. MARK’S HIGH SCHOOL 
POTLUCK CHRISTMAS DINNER! 

 
Wednesday, Dec. 18   6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Join us for a “Bigger Better” Collection 
Contest, food, music, and games! Bring a 
friend. Which one would look good 
decorated like a Christmas tree? Come 
and bring a dish to share! We’ll be in the 
St. Mark’s library. 

Tags and Likes! Pix from Recent Youth Events 

The Communal Psalm is below. Each kid wrote a 
verse, only seeing the verse that was written before 
hers/his. 
 

7th & 8th Graders’ Confirmation 
Retreat Communal Psalm 

 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are 
the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all 
the day long. (Psalm 25:4) 
Let the Lord teach us, for he is our salvation. We have 
trusted Him. 
Let Him guide us to where He wants us to be, for we 
have faith in Him. 
Let Him protect us and we will find peace. 
Let Him guide us through thick and thin, love and 
hate, war and peace. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are 
the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all 
the day long. (Psalm 25:4) 
God, I’ve trusted and I have followed. 
In God, I have loved and honored. 
Believed in Him. 
Worshiped Him. 
I will believe and worship Him. 
You pick the hymn. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are 
the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all 
the day long. (Psalm 25:4) 
I believe in you God and trust in you. 
You are the one and only God I believe in. I will 
always do my best to follow your path and your ways. 
You help me do and say the right thing. 
So help me now, Lord, my God, to stand with you in 
this time of temptation. 
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The Men’s Group will meet next on December 14, Coffee at 7:30 
a.m. discussion begins at 8 a.m.  

Mark your Calendar…please help if you can! 
 
Annual Retreat (March 22-24)  
Organizer: Virginia Vagt and Retreat Committee 
 

Spa Night at Cosmo’s (tentative date: April 29)  
Organizer: Still needed. Easy to organize this fun event, which we have 
done for the last several years. 
 

Spring Social Outing (for May, in lieu of annual tea in Mahon Hall) 
Organizer:  Still needed. Organize a lunch or tea outing to provide a 
springy festive ladies event . 
 

Summer Salad Suppers (summer) Need hostesses for early June and 
late August. Casual potluck in your home/patio; you get to choose the 
date.  
 

Do You Have Another Great Idea? Please share it so we can find the 
people to make it happen.  

Adult Formation in 
December 
9:15 Mahon Hall 

 
December 1  
Rev. Dr. Walter Dunnett 
What is the Incarnation? 
 

Dec 8 
Rev Victor Conrado 
Our Lady of Guadeloupe 

 
Dec 15 
Rev Ian Burch 
Spiritual Needs at Life’s End 
 
 

Dec 22 Dr. David Fletcher 
Christmas Traditions 

Annual Ornament Exchange 
 

Ladies, please join us on Wednesday, December 18 at 7:00 pm for 
the much-anticipated evening of fellowship and laughter as we 
unwrap, display, (and steal!) ornaments and share Christmas stories 
at our annual ornament exchange. To participate, bring a wrapped, 
unlabeled ornament worth less than $10, along with an appetizer, 
dessert or beverage to share. We will meet in Mahon Hall. Look for 
an Evite to RSVP. To help with this event, please contact Mary Lu 
Olsen at 630.469.6370 or olsengm@wowway.com. 
meet new people and catch up with old friends. 

Holiday Fund Raiser 
 

GLEN ELLYN YOUTH & 
FAMILY COUNSELING 
SERVICE (GEYFCS) is having 
their Holiday 
Fundraiser December 1, 2013 
from noon to 4 p.m. at Ten 

Thousand Villages, 499 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Glen Ellyn. A percentage of all purchases 
will be donated to GEYFCS. Glen Ellyn 
Youth & Family Counseling Service 
(GEYFCS) is a community-based, not-for-
profit mental health service, which provides 
professional counseling services to local 
area youth and families. The GEYFCS 
service area includes all residents of Glen 
Ellyn and residents of surrounding 
communities that have children who attend 
(or would attend) a Glen Ellyn-based 
school. No individual, family or group shall 
be denied services based on an inability to 
pay. http://www.geyfcs.org 

Attention: Year-end giving to St. Mark’s for 
IRA holders 

 

The IRA Charitable Rollover was extended through December 31, 2013, 
as a provision of the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012. The IRA 
Charitable Rollover allows individuals age 70½ and older to make direct 
transfers totaling up to $100,000 per year to 501(c)(3) organizations, 
without having to count the transfers as income for federal income tax 
purposes. Please contact our treasurer, Dick Anstee 
treasurer@stmarksglenellyn.org, to learn how easy it is to avoid an 

unnecessary tax burden. 

 

Have you prayed for peace today? 
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PADS Volunteers needed: 
December 1 - 2. 

 

On Sunday evening, December 1st three 
days after Thanksgiving St. Mark's PADS 
will be roasting 6 turkeys 
for our homeless PADS 
guests. We will be serving 
our guests a hearty 
traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner with all of the fixings. Please join 
us in extending the joy and true spirit of the 
holidays to the poor who live amongst us. 
PADs is a very rewarding and important St. 
Marks's ministry, please consider 
volunteering with us or donating food. The 
sign-up sheets are available in the hallway 
between the Library and the Sanctuary. For 
an overview of our PADS ministry please 
visit: http://www.stmarksglenellyn.org/st-
marks-pads-ministr For additional 
information or to sign-up, please contact 
David Dornblaser (630) 474-9706 
dornblaser@me.co or Don Sutherland 
(630) 469-8284 drsmps@sbcglobal.net.  

Warming Shelter 
Volunteers 

 

Once again the weather is 
turning colder and St. Mark’s 

has volunteered to staff the Glen Ellyn 
Welcome and Warming Center for the 
Homeless. Our shift is every third Sunday of 
the month, from 4:00 PM to 6:45 PM. The 
Center is located at 424 Forrest Ave. @ the 
First Methodist Church in Glen Ellen. There 
is a sign up sheet in the hall outside the 
Library, and we need at least Five 
Volunteers for each of our assigned 
Sundays. Share some of your energy and 
the warmth of your smile with someone who 
will always appreciate them. Mark these 
dates on your calendar. Dec. 15th, Jan. 
19th, Feb. 16th and March 16th. Questions? 
Please call Ben Maxson (630) 715 - 5913. 

A Letter from Bishop Lee: Giving and 
Praying in the Wake of Storms 

November 19, 2013 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 
In the last two weeks, the preparations for our annual reunion at 
diocesan convention have been interrupted twice by news of 
devastating natural disaster that has left people homeless and hungry. 
On the morning of November 8, Super Typhoon Haiyan made landfall in 
the central Philippines, displacing a million people and knocking out 
power and communications lines. The death toll now stands at nearly 
4000 and could rise much higher as relief workers reach remote villages. 
Episcopal Relief & Development's local partner, the Episcopal Church 
in the Philippines, is working with the National Council of Churches in 
the Philippines to mount a coordinated response under the banner of 
Operation Paglingap, which means "caring" in Tagalog. 
 
Just last Sunday, tornadoes swept across parts of our own diocese 
injuring scores of people, killing at least six, and flattening at least 70 
homes in Washington, Ill. The town, still without power, sits close to the 
border of our diocese and the Diocese of Springfield, and some 
parishioners of our congregations in the Peoria Deanery live there. We 
believe that they are all safe. Episcopal Relief & Development's US 
program staff is reaching out to those affected to assess needs and 
coordinate the church's response. 
In the face of such vast devastation abroad and at home, we turn again 
to what we can do: give and pray. At convention this weekend, the 
offering taken at the Eucharist will go to Episcopal Relief & Development 
to be shared evenly between relief in the Philippines and relief in 
Washington, Ill. If you will not be at convention or would like to give 
online, please visit Episcopal Relief & Development's website. There 
you can also find a bulletin insert about Operation Paglingap. 
 
Episcopal Relief & Development also provides prayers and liturgies for 
use in time of disaster. Join me in praying for all those who are suffering 
today because of these devastating storms: 
Compassionate God, whose son Jesus wept at the grave of his friend 
Lazarus: Draw near to us in this time of sorrow and anguish, comfort 
those who mourn, strengthen those who are weary, encourage those in 
despair, and lead us all to fullness of life; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen. 
(Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints, 733.) 
 
Faithfully, 
The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee, Bishop of Chicago 
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Christmas Flowers & Music 

Your Name ________________________________________________________________ 

For: Christmas Greens  Christmas Brass 

In Memory of: ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

In Thanksgiving for:_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Put this form with your cash or check in the  enclosed envelope. Place in the 
offering plate or bring to the church office. All requests must be received by 
Monday, December 16th. Poinsettias are $20 each . 


