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Saturday, February 8, 7 p.m.  

St. Mark’s Arts, Beats, and Eats  
 

Best way ever to warm up a cold winter night! Featuring 
The Elmhurst College Jazz Band. It will be an Evening 
of Art, Dancing, Food and Fun. For more information 
watch the weekly bulletins or to help with this event 
please call Ben Maxson at (630)715–5913. 

“BATTER UP!” 
 

It‘s the sweetest time of the year! 
Men and Women of St. Mark‘s, 
ages 8 to 108 are invited to bake 
cakes and other baked goods for 
the Mexico Mission Trip's Annual 
Cake Auction and Bake Sale on 
SUNDAY, January 
26, following the 
10:30 service, during 
the St. Mark's 
Annual Meeting in 
Mahon Hall. Come prepared to bid 
on the confections and take home 
a winner! Again this year, there will 
be a silent auction in addition to the 
live auction, AND many delicious 
baked goods of all sorts will be 
available on the bake sale table. 
Bakers: Please bring your baked 
good donations to the St. Mark's 
kitchen or Mahon Hall prior to the 
Annual Meeting. Please include 
your name and the name of your 
baked item.  
Proceeds will support the 2014 St. 
Mark‘s Mexico Mission Trip--our 
9th! Please contact Kim Reed or 
kimreed@wowway.com for 
details. 

January  15-31, 2014 
15 High school group 
 PostMark Articles due 
16 St Mark’s Preschool 
 parent session 
18 PRC Volunteer event 
18-19  High School overnight 
 at St. James 
20 Daughters of the King 
21 Vestry 
22 High School group 
24 OneChurch Middle 
 School event 
24-26 New Beginnings 
 Retreat for youth 
25 Men’s group 
 KNOW group brunch 
26 St. Mark’s Annual 
 meeting and Bake Sale 
 

February 
1 St. Mark’s Disco Night  
2 Confirmand/parent/mentor 
 lunch 
 Evensong 
4 Men’s Breakfast 
5 Prayer group 
 High School group 
8 Men’s group 
St. Mark’s Arts, Beats and 
 Eats 
12 Middle School group 
15 Post Mark articles due 
17 Daughters of the King 
18 Vestry 
19 High School Group 
22 Men’s group 
 Women’s Ministry 
 Workshop  
\ 

Updates on St. Mark’s events 
and meetings on our website 
at: www.stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Family Disco 
Night! 

 

Join kids and parents 
from St. Mark’s 

Preschool and congregation for St. Mark's 
Disco Night & Fundraiser- for children and 
families on February 1, 5:30 . to 7:30 p.m. 
in Mahon Hall. Party time for all ages! 
Contact St. Mark’s Preschool Director, 
Miss Andrea,  (630) 858-1020 Ext 234, 
preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

Lenten Devotion Booklet 
on Prayer 

 

Pastor Robin is collecting favorite 
prayers, scriptural, saintly, personal or 
contemporary, for the Lent 
Devotional Guide. Please 
submit any 
favorites 

with 
sources to 

Robin Currie at 
revdoc04@sbcglobal.net 

by February 20. Thanks for sharing!  

Oh, Lord, hear my prayer! 

mailto:preschool@stmarksglenellyn.org
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The New Year is always an excellent time to start a healthy 
practice. If you are looking for an occasional or daily source 
of inspiration, here are a few of my recommendations.  
 

Forward Day by Day 
Forward Movement is a ministry of the Episcopal Church 
best known for a daily devotional called Forward Day by 
Day, which provides daily meditations based on a yearly 
cycle of scripture readings. Forward Day by Day is 
published in English, Spanish and large print editions. 
Published quarterly, you can pick up a free printed copy on 
the communications table at St. Mark’s or go on-line to 
http://prayer.forwardmovement.org/. 
 

All will be well. Period.  
Catharine Phillips, priest associate for pastoral care at St. 
Mark’s, writes daily meditations on her blog site: 
allwillbewellperiod.blogspot.com. Visit this site for 
reflections, poetry and commentary based on the events of 
daily life. 
 

The Daily Office 
Every moment of the day, someone, somewhere around 
the world is praying the Daily Offices found in the Book of 
Common Prayer. Morning and Evening Prayer are short 
services that may be prayed alone or in community. All you 
need is a Book of Common Prayer and a Bible, or you can 
go on-line and have the prayers and reading selected for 
you at http://www.missionstclare.com/english/. A monthly 
calendar shows for each day a sun and moon icon. Click on 
the sun for Morning Prayer and the moon for Evening 
Prayer.  
 

Brother Give Us a Word 
The Society of St. John the Evangelist is a monastic 
community of the Episcopal Church located in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. They have a web site which offers a word 
of the day with a short reflection. A recent example was the 
word “hope.”  Go to their web site: http://ssje.org/word/ to 
see today’s Word of the Day. 
 

Weekly Words of Wellness 
Living Compass Ministries is a faith-based wellness 
ministry that provides resources, coaching, education, 
training, and support to individuals, families, and 
congregations as they seek to live the abundant life God 
intends for them. For inspiration on healthy living, visit 
http://www.livingcompass.org. 

Rector’s Message:  
Resources for Meditation and Reflection 

When I first came for an interview at St. Mark’s, back in 
1985, the Rector took me up to the choir loft to show me 
the organ. He said something like, “It’s not in the best 
shape, but it’s quite adequate.”  At that time it was a 
hodge-podge of parts. Some of it was from an original 
instrument that was placed in the church, near the front, 
when the church was first built. Other parts had been 
added over the years. A portion of the organ, encased in 
a box with shutters, was crammed into the far back 
corner, opposite the stairs. The rest was out in the open, 
divided on either side of the loft, and you had to walk 
through the two halves to get to the choir seats. The 
console was down near the railing, off to one side. 

 

I sat down to play it and was amazed at how many dead 
notes there were. A substantial number of pipes no 
longer played, and all you might hear would be a little 
whisp of air when you pressed a key. It was held together 
with wire and string and tape and glue, and there were so 
many air leaks in it so that it sounded like a small 
waterfall. It was out of tune, the various sounds never 
came together as a cohesive whole, and it was difficult to 
play repertoire on it with any real success. Adequate?  
Not even close. 
 

When I was called to come back for a second interview, I  

SeekingTheReal 
I am trying my hand at a daily blog during the month of 
January. I will share short reflections on a variety of 
topics, including St. Mark’s, current events. the Bible, and 
anything that strikes enough of a cord with me to want to 
write it down and share with anyone who wants to see 
what is on my mind. 
Do you have a favorite source for daily or occasional 
inspiration? Please let me know and I’ll be happy to 
share it with others in an upcoming edition of the 
PostMark. 
   Yours in Christ, George+ 

St. Mark’s Organ 
Charles H. Snider, Jr., Organist & Choirmaster 
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On the Liturgy 
David B. Fletcher, David.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Epiphany begins January 6 and will last until Ash 
Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  The name comes 
from the Greek word epiphaneia, meaning 
"manifestation."   The theme of Epiphany is the 
manifestation of Christ. Pivotal events in this 
manifestation are in his appearance to his first Gentile 
believers (the Wise Men, or Magi), and his manifestation 
as God, in baptism in the river Jordan and in his first 
miracle at Cana. The feast of Epiphany originated in the 
Eastern or Orthodox Church and later was celebrated in 
our own Western Church. Along with Christmas and 
Easter, it is one of the three most ancient and most 
important festival days of the Church.  
 

Who were the Magi?  They were scholars and pilgrims 
who came from the East who followed a star to visit the 
young King of the Jews. In Eastern churches it is 
believed that there were twelve Magi, while the West sets 
the number at three, corresponding to the three gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matt. 2:11).  Tradition has 
held that they were kings, in fulfillment of Ps. 72:11,  
"May all kings fall down before him."  They are known as 
Balthasar, Melchior, and Gaspar; the kings of Arabia, 
Persia, and India, respectively. Relics believed to be of 
these kings were transferred from Constantinople to 
Milan to Cologne in the twelfth century. Whoever they 
might have been, they were privileged to be among the 
first to worship the young Lord Jesus Christ and were the 
first of many millions of Gentiles to adore him. 

told the Rector I was no longer interested in the position. 
Then about a year later, I heard the position was open 
again. I went back, and was told the first priority the parish 
had was to purchase a new pipe organ. My interest 
immediately returned. 

 

I wanted a traditional English-style organ, and found the 
firm of J. W. Walker & Sons in England. After some 
research, I found their price to be very competitive with 
many firms in the US. Members of the organ committee 
drove to Appleton, Wisconsin in December to see a 
Walker installation, and were very impressed. I had joined 
the parish in 1986 and the contracts were signed in 1989. 
The instrument was delivered on Shrove Tuesday of 
1991, and first used for Easter that year. 
 

In order to keep the cost down we reserved spaces on the 
instrument for eight stops to be installed later on.  
Everything is there except the pipes. Two stops have 
been installed, and we now have six stops that are waiting 
for the pipes to be added. 
 

You’ve heard me go on and on about how wonderful this 
instrument is, and it truly is wonderful. But as it was 
designed and conceived, it’s not finished. It is a work of 
art. Virtually every part of it was made by the talented and 
gifted hands of a master craftsman with years of 
experience. There is not another one like it anywhere. It 
was designed and scaled for our building, with its peculiar 
acoustic. It was created to support congregational singing, 
provide accompaniment to choral music, and be flexible 
enough to play organ repertoire from a variety of periods. 
All of those who have played it tell me they feel it does all 
of these things very well indeed. So I’ll just say it again:  
We’re very lucky. 

 

Through services, weddings, funerals and concerts, we 
are proud to share this instrument with the parish and the 
wider community beyond our doors. We are stewards of a 
work of art that is meant to be shared, as well as meant to 
be completed. If you want to see it up close, come take a 
look. Come up to the loft during the postlude to watch and 
listen. If you have children who are curious, bring them so 
they can sit down and play it. 
Back in the late 80s when the parish was making the 
decision to acquire the organ someone on the Vestry, in 
one of the meetings, referred to it as “Charles’ organ”. I 
quickly corrected them. “If it were my organ, I’d have to 
pack it up and take it with me when I leave.”  It’s not mine. 
I’m one of its lucky stewards. It belongs to everyone. May 
it continue to inspire our hearts in worship by bringing us 
more fully into God’s wonderfully musical presence. 

2014 Resolved: Family Worship: 
Worship together at 9:15. Attend and assist with Sunday 
school at 10:15 . 
Attend JAM and Adult Education at 9:15, worship 
together at 10:30. 
Coffee hour in the Narthex all morning and in Mahon 
Hall after 10:30 worship. 

Ian Burch, our seminarian intern, was 
ordained to the Sacred Order of Priests on 
Sunday, January 5, 2014. Send 
congratulations to him at St. Chrysostom's 
Episcopal Church, 1424 North Dearborn 
Parkway, Chicago, IL 60610.  
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Significado y origen  
de la Rosca de Reyes 

 

Algunos puntos importantes a tener en cuenta en esta 
hermosa tradición de la rosca de Reyes que estaremos 
celebrando el día 5 de enero en honor a la Fiesta de la  
Epifanía o de los Reyes Magos. 
·La Rosca de Reyes representa una corona, la cual se 
adorna con frutos secos y cristalizados de colores 
simulando las joyas que estaban incrustadas en las 
coronas de los Santos Reyes que significan Paz, Amor y 
Felicidad. 
·El niño que se esconde recuerda el momento cuando 
José y María escondieron al niño Jesús para salvarlo de 
Herodes. 
·El hecho de comerse el pan se relaciona a la comunión 
con lo sagrado del personaje recién nacido. 
·Para los cristianos, la forma circular de la rosca simboliza 
el amor eterno de Dios, que no tiene principio ni fin. 
·Los dulces o frutos cristalizados son las distracciones del 
mundo que nos impiden encontrar a Jesús. 
·El muñeco escondido dentro de la rosca simboliza al 
Niño Jesús que los reyes no encontraban porque la 
estrella desaparecía. 
·La tradición dicta que quien encuentre al niño en el 
pedazo de rosca, será quien lo cuide hasta el 2 de 
febrero, lo vestirá y lo presentará al templo, como lo 
presentó la Virgen María. 
·Diversas investigaciones aseguran que el origen de la 
Rosca de Reyes viene de Francia, donde se creó una 
gran rosca donde adentro se escondía un haba. 
·En la actualidad, en Francia el pan que se come lleva el 
nombre de galette des Rois o torta de Reyes, tiene una 
forma plana y es de pasta de hojaldre. 
·En España se llama Roscón de Reyes, se hace con agua 
de azahar y va decorado con frutos secos, muy similar a 
la rosca mexicana. 
·Según el tamaño de la rosca, es la cantidad de muñecos 
que se introducen en la misma y se parte el día 6 de 
enero por la tarde o noche en compañía de la familia. 
·Se considera que esta costumbre sirve para celebrar la 
última reunión de las festividades de Navidad y en 
muchos países se acostumbra intercambiar regalos para 
recordar los obsequios que dieron al Niño Dios, los Tres 
Reyes Magos. 

Spanish Language Ministry 
Para mayor información por favor contacte al P. Víctor Conrado al 630-858-1020 Ext. 226. 

La Fiesta de la Epifanía 
 

- El 24 de Diciembre celebramos LA NAVIDAD, es decir, 
el nacimiento de Jesús. 
- Después de la Navidad, la Iglesia celebra, el 6 de Enero, 
la FIESTA DE LA EPIFANÍA que nos 
recuerda la visita de los Reyes Magos 
al Niño Jesús para adorarlo. Esto nos 
representa la Manifestación del Hijo de 
Dios a todos las naciones del mundo. 
La diversidad de todas las personas es 
celebrada y nos recuerda que todas y 
todos son bienvenidos. 
 

Epifanía significa "manifestación". Jesús se da a conocer. 
Aunque Jesús se dio a conocer en diferentes momentos a 
diferentes personas, la Iglesia celebra como epifanías 
tres eventos: 
 

1. Su Epifanía ante los Reyes Magos (Mt 2, 1-12) 
2. Su Epifanía a San Juan Bautista en el Jordán 
3. Su Epifanía a sus discípulos y comienzo de Su 

vida pública con el milagro en Caná. 
 

La Epifanía que más celebramos en la Navidad es la 
primera. 
 

La fiesta de la Epifanía tiene su origen en la Iglesia de 
Oriente. A diferencia de Europa, el 6 de enero tanto en 
Egipto como en Arabia se celebraba el solsticio, 
festejando al sol victorioso con evocaciones míticas muy 
antiguas. Epifanio explica que los paganos celebraban el 
solsticio invernal y el aumento de la luz a los trece días de 
haberse dado este cambio; nos dice además que los 
paganos hacían una fiesta significativa y suntuosa en el 
templo de Coré. Cosme de Jerusalén cuenta que los 
paganos celebraban una fiesta mucho antes que los 
cristianos con ritos nocturnos en los que gritaban: "la 
virgen ha dado a luz, la luz crece". 
 

En San Marcos celebramos esta fiesta con alegría porque 
nos muestra quien somos nosotros como iglesia. Somos 
de verdad una comunidad que da la bienvenida a todos y 
todas y damos a conocer esta buena noticia de forma 
abierta a todas las personas también. Esperamos te unas 
a nuestra celebración y nos ayudes a comunicar esta 
buena noticia a otras personas. 
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Fechas Importantes 
 

Jueves, 30 de enero 
·De 7:30 PM a 8:30 PM tendremos nuestra 
primera reunión en donde miraremos que es lo que nos 
proponemos realizar este año. Esperamos dar un impulso a 
la creación de un grupo que nos ayude a vivir nuestro 
Compromiso de Generosidad. 

St. Mark’s Financials at-a-glance  
(As of November 2013) 

/ 
 

Total Contributions Expected Year to Date: $646,403 
Total Contributions Received Year to Date: $623,691 
Total Expenses Expected Year to Date: $683,886 
Total Expenses Year to Date: $637,262 
 
 

No real change from last month. We are still behind in our 
expected giving but making up ground on expense control. 
Please make your pledge commitment for 2014. This is 
vital in planning for our ministry for next year as we depend 
on those pledge dollars to form the budget. 
 

If you would like more detailed information you can visit the 
St. Mark’s website at www.stmarksglenellyn.org. You can 
also send any question you may have to 
treasurer@stmarksglenellyn.org or by contacting a member 
of the Vestry.  
 

As an alternative to a contribution made during the worship 
service, feel free to sign up for an online donation. Please 
visit the St. Mark’s website www.stmarksglenellyn.org under 
the” Give” section for directions on how to do this as well as 
providing your 2013 pledge. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and blessings. 

2014 Giving Campaign  

Progress Report 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who has turned in a pledge 
card. If you haven’t turned in yours please do so as 
soon as possible. Additional blank pledge cards are in 
the Narthex. 

The Men’s Group meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month in the library at St. 
Mark’s. Our next meeting is January 25th. 
Coffee at 7:30 a.m. and then a DVD/
discussion at 8 a.m. Contact George Smith, 
(630) 858-1020, ex 222. 

Looking for a few… 
 

Are you a good listener as well as talker? Do you like to 
encourage others and hear all points of 
view?  Do you want to explore how Bible 
teachings apply to daily life? Ministry 
opportunity beginning in Lent, one hour 
one Sunday a month. Interested? Contact 
Pastor Robin at revdoc04@sbcglbal.net.  

Isaiah Exploration 
The Tuesday Bible Study is reading the first 39 
chapters of the book of Isaiah. This section is 
often referred to as First Isaiah and is a 
prophecy set in the Southern Kingdom of Jerusalem in the 
period roughly 700 B.C.E. These chapters much beloved by 
the Christian church include warnings about social injustice, 
visions of a messianic king and visions of a final banquet 
and heavenly signs. All are welcome. The study begins at 9 
a.m. and concludes by 10:30 a.m. Questions? Contact 
George Smith at 630-858-0102, ext 222. 
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Children’s Ministry 
Contact: Jill Bednas 

childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 
630-779-6866  

Chorister Choir Rehearsals resume this week on Wednesday, 4:15 
– 5:00 p.m.  Choristers are Kindergarten – 3rd grade.  All are 
welcome to join us in the choir room, which is located on the lower 
level, near the undercroft.  
 

Treble Choir Rehearsals resume today, 11:15 – 11:45 a.m. Please 
meet in the JAM classroom, off the undercroft.  All singers, fourth 
grade through senior high are welcome.   

Youth Music 
Contact: Marsha Webster 

 musicassociate@stmarksglenellyn.org 

Can you help in the 
classrooms once or twice a 
month? We would love to have 
your help.  The lessons are 
easy to follow and we always 
have two adults in the room.  

St. Mark’s K 
class with a 
Christmas craft. 

Nursery is on the lower level 
Available all Sundays 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 

Jesus & Me (ages 4-8 yrs)  
9:15 a.m.- 9:45 a.m. 

This children's worship 
service features the "Godly 
Play" approach to Sunday 
School. Children listen to a 
trained storyteller and watch 
as the wooden figures, props 
and backdrops weave the stories of the Bible. 
This creative and thought-provoking time is set 
aside just for children ages 4-8 years old and 
lasts for approximately 35 minutes, at which 
point they are escorted upstairs to the sanctuary 
to be reunited with their parents for the 
remainder of the service. 
 

Sunday School  
10:15 - 11:15 a.m. and noon to 1 p.m. 

Come Children Sing!  
Saturday, February 1  

 

Emmanuel Church, La Grange, Grace Church, Oak Park and the 
Episcopal Diocese of Chicago will host Come Children Sing!, an all-
day festival of song on Saturday, February 1 from 10 am to 3 pm at 
Grace Church in Oak Park. The day concludes with a 2 pm Festival 
Evensong led by Bishop Lee. St. Mark's children and youth, ages 8 
and older, regardless of choir participation, are invited to participate 
in this festival.  

St. Mark's High School Sophomore  
Will Delany, Eagle Scout 

I became an Eagle Scout on 
January second, 2014. My project 
was to plant 16 trees and 13 
bushes along the prairie path 
between Montclair Avenue and Park Boulevard 
in one day, directing 35 volunteers. We also 
laid fresh mulch down covering the entire area.  

Epiphany lasts from January 6 to Ash Wednesday, this year on March 5.  

When “Jesus” 
came to 
Choristers! 
Where will he 
turn up next? 

SUPERSTARS! 
St. Mark's Superstars On-Break: (insert 
attached photo) We had 19 children 
(parishioners and friends) attend our one-day 
clinic on Friday, January 3.Gina Corrado, local 
drama teacher, lead the class of boys and girls 

through singing, movement, use of voice and puppetry skills. The 
kids worked together on songs, skits and games and learned how to 
use their voice in different ways. Look for this fun-filled afternoon 
class again late this winter. We will also offer a one-week summer 
class in early June that culminates into a short performance. 
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Vestry Candidates 2014 
 

AMY JOYCE 
I was born in Lincoln, NE and confirmed in the 
Methodist church. After graduating from 
Nebraska Wesleyan University in 1993, I moved 
to St. Louis to begin my career in Marketing 
Research then subsequently lived in Atlanta, 
GA and Boston, MA to work for Coca-Cola and Bayer 
HealthCare, respectively. I am currently a National Account 
Manager for Pfizer, Inc. managing the Walgreens account.  
   After relocating to the Chicago area in 2010, I married 
Thomas and we purchased a home in Bartlett.  After 
visiting several churches, St. Mark’s felt very welcoming to 
us. The worship music, in particular, lives in a very special 
place in my heart.  My musical background includes serving 
as a Church musician in Atlanta for Peachtree Road United 
Methodist and The Cathedral of St. Phillip as well as Trinity 
Church in the city of Boston. In addition, I was also a 
member of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus and 
Chamber Chorus for nearly 10 years. I find music to be a 
special part of the worship experience at St. Mark’s and I 
am proud to be a member of the Adult Choir. What a 
special group and fantastic fellowship! 
   In addition to my career and interest in music, I am very 
busy with triplet sons (currently 15 months old) and I am 
very fortunate to have a wonderful husband to help care for 
our triple blessings! My husband Thomas and I live in 
Bartlett with our three sons: Aiden, Connor, and Joseph (all 
15 months old) and dog, Stella.  
   I would be honored to serve as a member of the Church 
Vestry, if elected. Thank you for your consideration! 
 

CAROLYN FAIVRE 
I’ve lived in the Glen Ellyn/Wheaton area for 30 
years and came to St. Marks at the beginning of 
advent in 2010. There were three things that 
initially drew me to St. Mark’s -Wednesday noon Eucharist, 
the beauty of St. Mark’s architecture and the fact the 
church was a five block walk from the home where we had 
recently moved. I joined St. Mark’s because of the 
incredible people who make up this congregation, the focus 
on liturgy and social concerns and so many forms of 
community outreach.  
   I am a psychotherapist with a private practice in Whole 
Person Counseling, with a masters in clinical psychology 
and doctorates in energy medicine with focuses in 
psychology and theology. I was ordained in the 
international science of mind church for spiritual healing in 
2002. My private practice in Whole Person Counseling is 
focused on supporting others, body, mind, emotion, spirit 
and soul.  

   I am humbled to be asked to be part of the vestry. I can 
only hope to return as much as St. Mark’s has given to 
me.  
   My husband, Gary Kreutz and I have been married for 
eight years and currently live in Wheaton. Gary is an 
executive recruiter. We have eight children between us-
and five grandchildren. 
 

MAURO HERNANDEZ 
My family and I just moved to the United 
States almost two years ago, after living in 
different places of Mexico all our lives and 
since then we have attended St. Mark's. 
   My family is comprised by my wife Alejandra, my son 
Mauro (9) and my daughter Paola (6). I am an Engineer 
currently working for an Electronic firm in Woodridge, IL. 
At St. Mark's we have found not only spiritual peace, but 
also a family thousand of miles away from home. Since 
the first day we have felt supported by the community 
and we know that we can count on them. We would like 
to give back a little of all what we have received from St 
Mark's and its people and let everybody know that can 
count on us. 
   I am privileged for the invitation to become a member of 
the Vestry. I will do my best to serve and be helpful. 
 

EDNA HEATHERINGTON 
One reason I'm an Episcopalian is that 
we participate in church - lay members 
and children are not an audience but 
part of everything that creates a congregation and a 
worldwide church. I sing and I say my part, and in my 
different congregations during my adult life I've accepted 
responsibilities. In a small church in Gallup, a very small 
town on the western border of New Mexico in the late 
1960s, I took part in altar duties even though my skills 
with linens and brass are mediocre. I caused a sensation 
when I requested and got permission to take on the tasks 
of lay reader: reading the Old Testament and Epistle 
lessons and leading prayers. (Lay readers had 
customarily been men. Same with acolytes.) I served as 
a chalicist, wrote newsletter articles, and undertook the 
program of Listening Hearts discernment. In Baltimore. I 
participated in a wonderful organization called the 
Institute for Christian and Jewish Studies, which has 
recently added a Muslim scholar to its leadership.  
I    welcome the opportunity to offer to serve St Mark's as 
a warden. I anticipate this work deepening my personal 
relationships as well as my understanding of our parish, 
and I hope to be of good use.  



Page 8 

Jan-Feb  2014  

Youth@StMarks for December 
Contact Kim Reed, Interim Youth Ministry Coordinator 

kimreed@wowway.com (630) 660-3611, except as noted 

For Middle Schoolers: 
 

OneChurch Middle School Event Jan. 24 (6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.) at Grace Lutheran. It’s dinner and gym night! We’ll 
meet at Grace Lutheran at the corner of Forest and 
Pennsylvania in Glen Ellyn. Bring a friend! 
 

New Beginnings Diocesan Retreat for Middle Schoolers 
Jan. 24-26—this is a fun, affordable retreat for youth in grades 
6th, 7th, and 8th at St. Michael’s, Barrington (http://
www.episcopalchicago.org/at-work-in-the-church/youth-
ministry/new-beginnings). One of our high schoolers will be on 
staff, and we have at least three middle schoolers already 
committed to attend.  

For High Schoolers: 
 

1st&3rdWed@StMarks on Jan. 15 (7:30 
to 9:00 p.m.) -- Wednesday Night Youth 
Group for high schoolers. This will be a study night, 
since many of the high schools are having finals. 
Snacks provided. 
 

·January 18-19, 2014,  
St. James Episcopal Cathedral, 

Downtown Chicago 
 

What will we do? 
  Leave late Saturday morning and take the train to 
downtown Chicago 
  Walk or bus to St. James Cathedral, 65 E. Huron St.  
  Do an Urban Scavenger Hunt 
  Have music with Chad Senuta from the Diocese 
  Go to dinner at Water Tower Place (bring about  
      $20) 
  Hear from speakers on urban issues. Do those  
       issues impact us? What can we do? 
  Participate in a late night Eucharist in the (dark)  
      Cathedral 
  Watch Movie(s) -- for those who can stay awake,  
       then        
  Sleep (maybe) 
  Make breakfast, then make sandwiches for the  
       homeless  
  Return to Glen Ellyn by train on Sunday  
 

Sign up now!  
Registration 
Fee is $30 per 
high schooler 
(note: each 
participant will be responsible for the cost of her/his 
own dinner on Saturday). Scholarships available. The 
Rev. George Smith and Kim Reed will be leading. 
Additional adults will be accompanying.  

Help serve the PADS dinner on the first Sunday of 
any month from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Contact 
Emily Sexauer, easexauer@comcast.net. 

ASP Trip Details 
You are invited to a brief meeting about the 2014 
Appalachia Service Project (ASP) mission trip to 
Kentucky on Sunday, January 19th. We will meet in 

the library at 11:45.  
The ASP trip: leave in the morning of July 12th and returning 
late afternoon of July 19th. The trip is open to adults and youth 
who will be entering 9th grade in the fall of 2014. It is not 
necessary to be a member of St. Marks so invite your friends. 
Prior experience is not needed, just your willingness to work.... 
If you have any questions or are not able to make the meeting, 
please contact Cindy Glavin, 630-858-1946, 

For All Youth: 
 

We need volunteers for the People’s Resource 
Center Food Pantry, Saturday morning, Jan. 
18, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Looking for an 
adult or two and 4 to 5 youth!  
 

Join us for Youth “Bridge” Group! All 6th through 12th 
graders are invited to this once a month gathering -- Jan. 
12, 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. There’ll be a service project, 
games, music, and pizza! This is a great opportunity for ALL 
youth to get to know each other.  
 

Annual Meeting and Mexico Trip Cake Auction and Bake 
Sale is Sunday, Jan. 26 after the 10:30 a.m. service! 
Anyone is welcome to donate cakes or baked goods. Please 
bring them to Mahon Hall before the meeting.  
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Tags and Likes! Pix from Youth Events 

St. Mark’s youth participate in 
Middle School Christmas party, 
Morning 7th & 8th Grade Class Holy 
Trinity Play, Mitch, Youth at 
Convention, Advent Wreath-making 
Sunday, Youth Bridge Group, High 
School Youth Group, DaMac 
Concert at First United Methodist 

Did you know that St. Mark’s has a College Intern to help with the high school 
classes, and he’s in his second year? Here’s a little bit about Mitch: 
 

Hello, my name is Mitchell Steed. I grew up in Puyallup, Washington 
where I lived for 19 years. In High school, during sophomore year, I 
became a Christian, which jump started a journey that led me to Wheaton 
College and St. Mark's. At Wheaton, I am studying Philosophy under a few 
St. Mark's parishioners and I am an athlete on the wrestling team. Although 

this is my 14th year wrestling and it takes the majority of my time, I also enjoy fly-
fishing, cooking, and mountain biking. 
 

I have enjoyed my time St. Mark's. You have all made me feel so welcome and 
valued. This is the first Church that has made me feel like part of the family, and it 
will be hard for me to leave. Thank you. 
 
And here are two reports from our Diocesan Youth Reps from this past 
November’s Diocesan Convention: 
 

From Nathan Littlefield, 9th Grade: 
First of all, I am very honored to be a representative for our congregation. One of the 
things I enjoyed about the convention was learning about the diocese’s rich history 
and background. I also liked staying at the hotel and had fun with my roommate. The 
convention is also a wonderful place to meet people from all around the diocese.  
 

From Arturo Rubio, 10th Grade: 
Hello. My name is Arturo Rubio, age 16, and this year I was a youth delegate for the 
2013 convention. My experience there was a really good one. I liked everyone 
around me, all the fun activities we had to do and of course, the food. Personally, I 
do not think that there was anything about it that I disliked. It was a wonderful time 
and such a happy experience. I really liked being so productive in the whole thing, 
and how everybody was so involved just made it great.  
 

Note: Sawyer Hill is in 12th grade and was representing St. Mark’s at convention as 
one of our elected representatives from last year’s annual meeting. 
 

Got the date? 
February: 

Sunday, Feb. 2: 
 

St. Mark’s Morning 7th & 8th 
graders will perform their skit 
on Rublev’s Holy 
Trinity Icon 
during the 9:15 
a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. services. 
Note: Virginia 
Vagt has been 
working with the morning 7th 
and 8th grade and the noon 
middle school classes to create 
skits using the Holy Trinity 
Icon. The morning class 
performed their skit for the 
younger grades and look 
forward to performing it during 
worship. 
 

St. Mark’s morning and 
afternoon 7th & 8th graders, 
mentors, and parents are 
invited to Mahon Hall at 11:45 
a.m. for a “Confirmation 
Program and Lunch.” 

“Like” St. Mark’s 
on Facebook! 
Follow us for 
updates and the 
latest pictures of 
recent events. 
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Adult Formation  
9:15 Mahon Hall 

 

Adult Forum offers exciting opportunities 
for learning and discussion.  Topics 
range form season enhancements to 
living our faith and spiritual growth. Join 
us! 
 

January 19 will be an opportunity to 
hear about Alzheimer's Disease and 
how we need to respond to this problem.  
 

January 26 will be a presentation on the 
Five Wishes, a simple but effective way 
to help us think about our wishes for the 
way we are cared for at the end of life. 
 

February 2  the Rev. George Smith 
The Anglican Communion 
 

February 9 Mission Volunteers 
St. Mark’s trips to San Marco and 
Appalachia 
 

February 16 David Fletcher 
Our missionaries: Andre White and the 
McGregors 
 

February 23 the Rev. Victor Conrado 
Working Together at St. Mark’s  

St. Mark’s Women’s RetreatMarch 21,22, 23, 2014 
 

Women’s Retreat 2014 - Gift Bags! Perfect for Valentine’s Day! 
Tuition is $230 per person for a double-room. Singles and triples also 
available. Tuition includes two nights at The Abbey Resort in Fontana, WI, 
plus four meals, and an afternoon at The Abbey Resort’s Spa (with multiple 
pools.) Contributions also accepted as "Donation In Your Name" gifts, for 
any amount toward tuition for retreaters in need of scholarship assistance. 
(Checks payable to St. Mark’s with “Women’s Retreat 2014” in memo line.)  

Women of St Mark’s are invited to participate in: 

Art FUNdraiser: A Day of Community and 
Creativity for Women 

Saturday, February 22 in Mahon Hall.  
   We are collaborating with Lucy Dallman and Christina Kellam of Creative 
Endeavors Art, who will bring six different local artists to St Mark’s to 
present a variety of hands-on workshops for participants to choose from. 
The event is hosted by St Mark’s Women’s Ministry and is open to all 
women (high school age and above) of the community. Participants can 
choose morning and/or afternoon sessions. A portion of every registration 
fee will go to support the Glen Ellyn Children’s Resource Center and their 
art programs for refugee children.  
   Ready to get your art on? Please watch the bulletin and an upcoming e-
vite for more details about artists, workshops, fees, and registration details, 
and be prepared to help us publicize this event to the community of Glen 
Ellyn and beyond, via email, Facebook, and good old word of mouth. 
Questions or want to help us host the event? Contact Elizabeth Lanzillo 
schnell.elizabeth@gmail.com or 630-545-9677. 

ReVive / Cathedral Shelter Christmas Baskets  
By the Numbers Results for 2013 

 

Thanks to all of you who sponsored, shopped, wrapped, packed, loaded, donated money for a 
family, or prayed for the success of this year’s Cathedral Shelter Christmas Basket program at St. 
Mark’s.  We, again this year, had more participants than ever before (seventy-three St. Mark’s – or 

friends of St. Mark’s - families and individuals, plus the Daughters of the King) and were able to serve more families than 
ever before: seventy-four families (including seniors) ranging in size from one to seven, representing 251 children and 
adults – another new record for this parish. 
 

Boxes started arriving at church during the week prior to our pick up date of Thursday, December 12th.  When the Cathedral 
Shelter truck arrived, nine St. Mark’s volunteers moved 158 (phew!) boxes from the library onto the truck on a frigid 
morning. 
 

Thank you again for whatever form your participation took.  You have certainly made Christmas brighter and more 
comfortable for scores of people in need. 
 

To learn more about ReVive Center for Housing and Healing (the renamed Cathedral Shelter of Chicago), one of St. Mark’s 
core outreach organizations, and their mission, please visit their website at www.cathedralshelter.org. Ginnie Judd 
(fabernjudd@comcast.net) 
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PADS Volunteers 
needed:  
Feb 2-3 

 

Volunteers are needed 
for PADS Sunday 
evening February 2 
through Monday 
morning February 3. 
There are sign up sheets on the table 
between the sanctuary and the library. 
For more information or to volunteer 
please contact David Dornblaser, 
630.474.9706 H, 630.215.7999 C, 
dornblaser@me.co or Donald 
Sutherland 630.469.8284 H, 
630.661.5792 C, 
drsmps@sbcglobal.ne. Or visit http://
www.stmarksglenellyn.org/st-marks-
pads-ministr for an overview of the St. 
Mark's PADS ministry.  
SPECIAL THANKS to the Frozen 
Chosen who served this ministry in 
record  breaking cold in January! Hope 
your hearts were warmed! 

Warming Shelter 
Volunteers 

 

Once again the weather is 
turning colder and St. Mark’s has 
volunteered to staff the Glen Ellyn 
Welcome and Warming Center for 
the Homeless. Our shift is every third 
Sunday of the month, from 4:00 PM to 
6:45 PM. The Center is located at 424 
Forrest Ave. @ the First Methodist 
Church in Glen Ellen. There is a sign 
up sheet in the hall outside the Library, 
and we need at least Five Volunteers 
for each of our assigned Sundays. 
Share some of your energy and the 
warmth of your smile with someone 
who will always appreciate them. Mark 
these dates on your calendar: Jan. 
19th, Feb. 16th and March 16th. 
Questions? Please call Ben Maxson 
(630) 715 - 5913. 

Judy Jackson writes: 
 

In June I wrote to you about my journey to become an ordained deacon in 
the Diocese of Chicago, a journey through the discernment with a parish 
committee, the participation in seminary classes and deacon school, the 
training as a chaplain at Good Samaritan Hospital, and the beginning of field 
education (kind of like student teaching). That was six months ago and my 
journey continues. 
 

I completed the initial level of chaplaincy training in May and was offered a 
very part-time job as a registry chaplain at Good Samaritan Hospital (kind of 
like being a substitute teacher  so I have the option to say “no”). And 
because of that opportunity, I decided to participate in another level of 
chaplaincy training which began two weeks before Christmas. The training I 
did last winter was more about nights and weekends. This next level is more 
about the light of day. I am at the hospital two days a week in the Critical 
Care Unit with a few nights and weekends each month when I take care of 
the entire hospital.  
 

At the same time I continue my field education (like I said, kind of like student 
teaching). I have been at Calvary in Lombard since September, serving with 
Rev. Emily Mellott and for the Calvary parish. I set the altar every service, 
serve with the lay eucharist ministry team, participate with the development 
of a mid-week evening service, preach occasionally, and get to know the 
people of Calvary. I appreciate this opportunity in ways I had not expected, in 
ways that show me the big heart of this small church, the passion of those 
developing Thrive ministries, and the intimate support of each other. I am 
honored to be invited into the parish of Calvary. 
 

In October I went through the postulancy weekend which is a weekend of 
interviews for those pursuing the diaconate (to be a deacon) or the 
presbyterate (to be a priest). Many of the interviews are one-to-one with the 
director of formation, a member of the steering committee, a psychologist, 
and Bishop Lee. Other interviews included one with a priest and a deacon 
together, another with a listener who observed the three candidates interact 
with each other, and a social gathering. At the end of it all, the interviewing 
committee met and decided whether or not to grant postulancy. We were 
called to the committee one at a time and told of their decision. I was granted 
postulancy with the “tag-on” to follow through with the second level of training 
for chaplaincy and to become certified as a spiritual director.  
 

This month Catharine Phillips and I are going to Orlando, Florida for a week 
(somebody has to do it!) to attend all-day sessions to become Stephen 
Ministry trainers. That way St. Mark’s will have Stephen Ministry trainers 
within the parish to grow up the ministry of serving each other. 
 

I have snuck back to St. Mark’s a few times: for evensong twice, for Lessons 
and Carols during Advent, and for the 10:30 Christmas Eve service (because 
Calvary’s last Christmas Eve service was at 8:00). I enjoy coming home to 
the warmth of the music, the support of my church family, and the reminder 
that distance does make the heart grow fonder. 
 

I will try to sneak back when I can. Please know that I hold you in my heart 
and in my prayers. 
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Yoga resumes - Take 
time to Breathe – 

Move – Learn – Shine 
 

Please join Reeny 
Linstrom for weekly yoga 
on Fridays 9:30 – 10:45 
a.m. beginning in Mahon 
Hall. The class will be for 
all levels of experience 
and is open to everyone!  
Bring your friends! 

Contact Reeny Lindstrom 
reenylinstrom@yahoo.com 

St. Mark’s annual meeting 
January 26. See Vestry 
Candidates on page 7. 

Be a Prayer Provider 
St. Mark’s has a phenomenal prayer group who pray for those 
you see listed in the Sunday bulletin each week. Those on the 
prayer list are St. Mark’s parishioners as well as friends and 
families in need of prayer. Prayers are offered on their behalf by a 

core of dedicated prayer providers. Each prayer provider prays specifically and 
daily for about ten individuals or families from the St. Mark’s prayer list.  
In order for us to offer prayers specific to immediate concerns of those in need 
of prayer, we need your assistance. If you have requested prayers or want to 
request prayers for someone, please keep us updated so we can keep our 
prayers current to the need and situation. You can do so by contacting George 
Smith at rector@stmarksglenellyn.org, Catharine Phillips at 
revcphillips@gmail.com, or Judy Jackson at dblj@mac.com.  
And if being a part of this prayerful effort is of interest to you, please contact 
Catharine Phillips at revcphillips@gmail.com or Judy Jackson at dblj@mac.com 
or come to our next Prayer Group meeting Wednesday, February 5th at 11:30. 
We attend noon eucharist after we meet and during the time for prayers of the 
people, we raise up the names of those for whom we pray. We look forward to 
hearing from anyone who would like to join this prayerful force 


